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STATE OF ALASKA ( BILL NO: CSHB231(JuD)
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Revision Date: 02/3/98 Dept. Affected: Administration

ANALYSIS CONTINUED:

This hill moves the registration requirement for snowmachines from Title Sto Title 28 and requires dealers to have purchases
complete ap; ,.~ations prior to leaving the dealership with the snowmachine. The bill also aulncri7.es the dealers to act as agents

for DMV and r ue the registrations and decals for snowmachines.

Snowmachines are currently required to be registered if they are operated on public land. There are 14642 snowmachines
registered hut the estimates from dealers and Snowmachiné organizations indicate there are 70000 snowmachines in the state.
Not all of these machines will be registered under this hill even if the law requires it and the primary reason is a lack of effective

enforcement.

For the purEose of this fiscal note the foIIowing&roéection will be used:
FY99 YOO  FYOL FY02 0 FY04

10000 10000 20000 20000 30000 30000

The increase of 10,000 registrations every two years is hased on the number of machines estimated to be %stered a year and
those that must r'.new the registration on’a biennial basis. Mail-in renewal of registrations will increase 10,000to 20000 a g_ear.
A Motor Vehicle Customer Service Representative Ill will be required to managé the contracts negotiated with the snowmobile
dealers; train the dealer personnel, audit the program and maintain the security of the forms and decals.

COST SUMMARY FY 9
PERSONAL SERVICES

1PFT MVCSR lll, Rage 14 $30
TRAVEL to train and audit dealer work ~ $50
CONTRACTUAL

Forms and tahs $30
Computer Programming $150
EQUIPMENT

1computer workstation -one time cost ~ $100
(this includes PC, desk, chair, file cabinet)

TOTAL $765

REVENUE

It is estimated 10,000 registrations at $10for the biennial period. Assuming even distribution with 20000in each year after the
startup, there will be an increase of revenue from registration fees.

FY99 ~ FYO0  FYO1 FY02 FYO3  FYO4
$1000 $1000 $2000 $2000 $3000 $3000

re>9e A 0P 2
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the fp/&

committee name

committee on dated

Signed:

bill # / subject

Written testimony for Senate Transportation Committee hearing 3/19/98
HB231-

The Caribou Hills Cabin Hoppers with a membership ofover 200 families, strongly
supports [1B231. Alaska only received approximately $85000.00 in SYM M S money this
year because we have so few snowmachines registered. Please pass this bill so we can get
registrations up and receive our share of SYM M S money for trails.

Mr. Howard T. Dauvis,
Caribou Hills Cabin Hoppers
PO Box 395 Clam Gulch, Alaska 99568

Testifier

Representing (Optional)

Address

Phone number
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ALASKA SNOWMOBILE REPRESENTATIVES ALLIANCE

P.O. Box 243664 «Anchorage, AK S9524-3664 «(907) 258-3700

March if 1998

The Honorable Jerry Ward
State Capitol
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Representative Ward,

Thank you for supporting HB 231 snowmobile point of sale registration. | am
pleased that this bill has successfully passed in the House. Itis agood bill for
Alaska and snowmobilers.

Sincerely,

Max J. Lowe
President

MJL:ta



A laska State Legislature

Chair, Military & Veterans Affairs
Vice Chair, Transportation

Vice Chair, Resources
Legislative Council

During Interim: During Session:
600 East Railroad Avenue State Capitol
Wasilla, AK 99654 Juneau, Ak, 09801-1182
907-376-2679 (907) 465-2679
907-376-6180 (fax) (907) 465-4822 FAX

(800)505-2678

MEMORANDUM

TO: Sen. JerryJ*ttrd, Chairman
Senate Transportation Committee

FROM: Rep. Bcvet*Masek
RE: MB 231 “An Act relating to the point of sale registration of snowmobiles.
DATE: Mar. 11, 1998

1 would appreciate having this hill scheduled for a hearing in the Senate Transportation
Committee at your earliest convenience.

MB 231 will allow for dealers to register snowmobiles at the time of purchase. By getting a
reliable registration in place, we will be able to qualify for grant funding for trails from the
National Recreational Trails fund. This funding is important as Alaska grows, trails will become

more of a necessity.

1 would like to thank you for any expedited consideration you may he able to give my request.



A laska State Legislature

Chair, Military & Veterans Affairs
Vice Chair, Transportation

Vice Chair, Resources

Legislative Council ) )
During Session:

State Capitol

Dining Interim:

600 East Railroad Avenue

Wasilla, AK 99654 Juneau, Ak. 99801-1182

907-376-2679 907&465-2679

907-376-6180 (fax) (907) 465-4822 FAX
(800) 505-2678

SPONSOR STATEMENT
HB 231

HB 231 was the resultofseveral years of effort on the partof Alaska's organized
snowmobile associations. The need for viable v intertime economic opportunities
prompted my involvement in this issue. |view this legislation as an important tool
in promoting those opportunities. | also believe the development of trails will help

protect snowmobiling opportunities throughout Alaska.

There has been astatutory requirement for registering snowmobiles since 1968;
however, few Alaskans participated in registration of their snowmobiles. This is
primarily due to the problems that existed in the registration process. When
somebody purchased anew snowmobile they had to take the title to the Division of
Motor Vehicles and wait in line to get the five-dollar registration. Also, since the
Division was not been able to implement a mail in system for registration renewal,

individuals have to repeat that performance every two years.

By allowing dealers to handle registrations at time of purchase, HB 231 will create a
better process for people tocomply with current statutes. This legislation will also

allow dealers and other agents to handle renewal of registrations.

Itis important to snowmobile enthusiasts to have a good system in place for the
purpose of providing a good accounting ofthe number of machines in Alaska. This
information is an integral part of the formula for acquiring trailmoneys available
from the National Trails Fund. The National Trails Fund was established to provide



needed funding for trail construction, trailheads, trail signing, and grooming
equipment. The importance of being able to acquire funds through this system
cannot be stressed enough. The establishment and maintenance of good trail systems
throughout Alaska will provide Alaskans a place to ride, and more importantly
provide us with an opportunity to expand winter recreation and tourism.

| believe HB 231 is a good first step toward developing an important facet of winter
tourism. | further believe now is the time to identify and allocate trail systems so
that future Alaskans will always have a place to recreate. | feel thisis important, as
some trails have already been lost due to population growth without any
forethought given to protecting these types of uses. ITB 231 provides us with the
tools to better plan for future growth and its associated problems.
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and Water Conservation Fund Act, including the utilization of existing
administration procedures and organization. For the purposes of Federal-
State

coordination, the Secretary should encourage each Governor to appoint the
entity

currently administering the Land and Water Conservation Fund state
assistance

program to administer Trails Fund moneys.

The Fund is structured to encourage as much consensus hetween diverse
trail

users as possible. In order to remain eligible for Fund money after three
years,
a trail-user representative advisory committee must exist within each
participating state. Many such committees already exist as provided under
the
National Trails System Act, and itis not anticipated that duplicate
committee
structures would be necessary to satisfy the eligibility requirement. These
committees should reflect the diversity of trail use within each state.

Priority is given to those proposals which satisfy more than one
recreational
demand, i.e. hiking and bicycling, horseback riding and skiing, alternating
and
time-shared use proposals, and other combinations of differing uses. In no
case,
however, should this encouragement for diversified use of trails result in the
placement of two or more incompatible or dangerous uses together on a trail.

The Fund also ensures that states seriously consider proposals which
address
different trail needs, including motorized and non-motorized use. A
"minimum

reservation™ for each form of recreation affords all trail users an opportunity
to advance sound proposals. In the absence of acceptable proposals,
however, this

reservation of funds may be dropped with the approval of the trail-user
advisory
committee in that state.



Further, given that some smaller states may lack a wide array of
recreational
trail use options, states with a total land area of less than 3,500,000 acres and
that contribute less than one percent of total nonhighw ay recreational fuel
use,
may choose to be exempted from any consideration ofa"minimum
reservation” for
expenditures relating to motorized or non-motorized recreation.

Part B also establishes a National Recreational Trails Advisory Committee
to
advise the Department of the Interior on Fund administration. It is
anticipated
that trail-user involvement will resultin polices that reduce administrative
overhead, promote volunteerism, and increase and improve trail experiences.
As is
required under the Federal Advisory Committees Act, the Secretary should
select
committee members who are most qualified and know ledgeable on the
issues of
importance to trail users,

part c: intelligent vehicle-highw ay systems
Section 151. Short title

Summary



M EM ORANDUM State of A lask a
Department of Natural Resources Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation
Director’s Office
TO:. Eddie Gxasser date: February 6, 1998
Rep. Masek staff
Craig Johnson TEJKPHONENO:  269-5701

Senator Pearce staff
FAXNO: 269-8907

FUOM: Jim StrattoA subject: snowmobile sales numbers
Director

| just received information from the International Snowmobile Manufacturers Association about
the number of snowmobiles sold in Alaska over the past six years. These numbers are based on
the warranty cards sent in after asale. There are more than this number of snowmobiles sold in
Alaska as a certain segment of the population does not send their warranty card because it really

does them no good (no local dealer).

1997 - 7,856
1996 -8,021
1995 - 7,740
1994 -6,820
1993 -5,400
1992 - 3,850

These numbers should help us determine the potential funds available to operate the
registration program at DMV and a trails program at Parks. The average life of a snowmobile is
7 years, so the vast majority of these 39,687 snowmobiles are still on the trail and would be

registered.
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Mr. Carlson,

It has come to my attention that you are in Juneau this weekin order to help with the
initialization of the legislation concerning Point of Sale Registration of snowmobiles in

Alaska.

As the elected representative of thousands of snowmobilers statewide, | would like to
offer our wholehearted support of this legislation and extend to you any and all means
of assistance at our disposal. It is time that the organized sportspersons of Alaska spoke
inunison on acritical crossroad of our recreational choice.

Any information that we can provide that has bearing on this subject will be made
readily available to yourselfor any other interested persons upon request. The
Anchorage Snowmobile Club can be reached at (907) 566-0272. The Alaska State
Snowmobile Association can be reached at (907) 566-0212.

Kevin E. Hite
kevin_hite@fmc.com
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#
FAX
To: Ted Carlson
Of: Municipal League
Pages: 3, including this cover sheet.
Date: January 27,1998

The following are the supporters thus far o fthe statewide trail system. They know in orderto
accomplish the establishment ofa statewide trail system that Point ofsale legislation is the critical
funding component for success. As the future unfolds, it also may become ncccessary to
implement a user pay system as well, All other snowbelt 9tates with organized snowmobile trail
systems have implemented both. Alaska is the last state that does not have mandatory pointof
sale registration for recreational vehicles, specifically snowmobiles. Without accurate registration
orrecorded snowmobile sales numbers Alaska loses out on hundreds ofthousands ofdollars
every year in federal funds for trail development and maintenance. We do know there were 15817
new snowmobiles sold justin the lasttwo winters and yet the most accurate data the Dept. O f
Motor Vehicles can supply is that there are approximately only 11000 registered machines in the
state. This is aggregate over the course oftime since registration is strictly voluntary although
state law requires registration. Point o f Sale registration is the only solution to this mounting
problem. Also, point ofsale may help to alleviate another serious problem ofsnowmobile theft
which is running rampant across Alaska. This legislation is a strong deterent and protects dealers
from servicing and selling used stolen snowmobiles. The most accurate estimate comes from
Alaska State Paries indicating there maybe asmany as 70,000 unregistered snowmobiles in
Alaska. The following is a partial list o fsupporters and does notreflect the growing list of
support from private enterprise through out the state.

Alaska Snowmobile Representatives Alliance (ASRA)

Alaska State Snowmobile Association (ASSA)

Anchorage Snowmobile Club (ASC)

Anchorage Economic Development Corporation (AEDC)
Mayor Riclc Mystrom, Municipality ofAnchorage

Mayor Sarah Palin, City of WasiOa

State of Alaska, Division ofParks and Outdoor Recreation
International Snowmobile Manufactures Association (ISM A)
Bombardier Motor Corporation (Includes 16 statewide dealers)
Polaris Industries Inc. (Includes 62 statewide dealers)

Yamaha Motor Corporation (Includes 23 statewide dealers)
Artie Recrr -.tional Distributors Inc. (Includes 40 statewide dealers)
Iron Dog G jld Rush Classic

Muldoon Community Council

Eagle River Community Council
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Eagle River ChamberofCommerce

Wasilla ChamberofCommerce

Big Lake ChamberofCommerce

Anchorage Convention and Visitors Bureau (ACV B)
Alaska Visitors Association (AV A)

GovernorTony Know les, State ofAlaska

A&cholaﬁs Trajls and Greenways Coalition (ATCG)

Anchorage Hilton Hotel
Regal Alaskan Hotel
Chilkoot Charlies

Days Inn Anchorage
Klondike Mikes Adventures
Alaska Sales and Service
Anchorage Hotel/Rumrunners Bar & Chill
Bovey Trophies

Alaska Regional Hospital
E& A Enterprises

Golden North Van Lines
Grizzlev’sInc.

Linford ofAlaska

Almost Home Accomodations
Anchorage Daily News
Best Western Barratt Inn
Comfort Inn

Food Services ofAmerica
Holland America

M ACtel Inc

Mat-Su Resort

Sheraton Anchorage Hotel
Windy Creek

National Bank ofAlaska
Ship Creek Hotel

The Rusty Harpoon

PIP Printing

Thrifty Car Rental of Alaska
Westmark Anchorage Hotel
Mat-Su Motor Mushers
Caribou Hills Cabin Hoppers
Alaska Motor Mushers

Ted, ifyou need anything further please do not hesitate to call. While in Juneau see ifyou can find
outwhere the registration money over the years has gone and why motorized recreational users
have never recieved any benefits from all die fuel taxes they have paid.

Thanks,

Tim



February 27, 1998

Representative Beverly Masek
State Capitol
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Representative Masek

The Chugiak-Eagle River Chamber of Commerce supports HB 231, Point of Sale
Snowmobile Registration. The Chamber wants to see this recreational industry
developed with appropriate planning, public safety and regulation. We support
user fees and matching grants as the means to do this. Point of Sale Registration
is absolutely necessary in order to accomplish this goal.

If you have questions, please feel free to contact me at 694-4200 or the Chamber
at 694-4702.

Sincerely,

Al Romaszewski

Snowmobile Task Force Committee Chair
Chugiak-Eagle River Chamber of Commerce
Board of Directors



ALASKA OUTDS$bR COUNCIL

2114 thst. #302A

Juneau, AK. 99801

(907) 463-3830

Feb. 1,1998

The Honorable Joe Green, Chair
House Judiciary Comm ittee
Alaska State Capitol

Juneau, Ak. 99801

Dear Representative Green:

The Alaska Outdoor Council and its member organizations strongly support SB 231 and

would appreciate your assistance in moving this piece of legislation this session.

FIB 231 "An actrelating to the registration of snowmobiles”™ was discussed atour
legislative workshop held in Anchorage this past November. At thattime, the many
delegates from around Alaska voted unaminously to endorse this legislation. As you
may be aware, the AOC isan umbrella organization of outdoor user groups covering a

broad spectrum of uses.

Currently there are four snowmobile clubs affiliated with the AOC and this is their
number one priority. Also, trails and access isone of the AOC's primary areas of
concern. We would like to thank you for your pastsupportofour issues and hope you
will once again give us your assistance on this important piece of legislation. If there is
something further we can do to assist you in this effort, please feel free to contact us.

Sincerely,

Rod Arno
President

The Official State Affiliate of the National Rifle Association



P.0. Box 243664 « Anchorage, AK 99524*3664 « (907) 256-3700

February 26. 1998

The Honorable Beverly Masek

Stale Capitol
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Representative Masek,

| 'am writing to you in supportofHB 231 point of sale registration for
snowmobiles. This bill is the anticipated funding mechanism toprovide safe,
marked, groomed snowmobile trails for Alaskan recreational users. As President
of A.S.R.A. 1 can assure you that the majority of snowmohile usersin Alaska are in
favor of tli; ill. To date we have worked with the Anchorage Snowmobile Club,
The Alaska State Snowmobhile Association, The Mayoi'sofAnchorage and

W asiha, the Chamber of Commerce of Eagle River, Wasilla and Seward, the State
Department of Paries and Outdoor Recreation, and other key groups on this issue.
W e are trusting that our legislators will listen to and react to the wishes of the

snowmobilers in Alaska.

Lwould be pleased to discuss this important bill Further at your convenience.

Sincerely,

Max J. Lowe
President, A.S.R.A.



Feb 18. 1978

Representative Beverly Masek

Ucir Beverly,

[ would like to rai.c tfcij opportunity tosupport [ IB 23 . sucwraobJ : registration. We further u-ould lits to
seethe revcnucr collected put roto ao account :0 be dedicated o itrtpreving trails, educatica and access for
snowmobiles.

As adealer‘ tins will put an additional -.vfirlcload oc us, however we feel strongly tltal this is a I.ep in the
n~ht dirctdoc tc help ccoaol thstl provide for tietter cracking of machines and eventually provide funds

f« tfpprovcncjH of the sport

TtzaV. you for your suppint or this bill

Sincerely,

Bdi O'Hara
BiB* Car House
Bi'a Lake, AK



February 11, 199%

Representative Beverly Masek
Alaska State Capito!
Juneau, AK99S0!

RE: House Bill 231

Dear Representative Thcrriault,

| am writing in support of point of sale registration for snowmobiles. As a major area lender, |
find that my customers do not have the necessary time to spend in a Department of Motor
Vehicles tine to register their snowmachines.

Registration wall deter thefts and assist in the recovery of stolen machines by providing easily
visible registration numbers. It will also identityl snowmachincrs’ economic impact and their
contribution to the gas tax. Trail development should follow with an appropriate allocation of
those tax dollars Registration has been n law For nearly thirty years and registration (user) fees
should be utilized for the user group they are extracted from. | would appreciate your support
from both abusiness and personal perspective, as | am also an avid snowmachine user.

Sincerely,

Brent LeValley
Assistant Vice President

MATN BRANCH GOLDEN HEART BRANCH TOK BRANCH

P.0. BOX 7*1563

119 N. CUSHMAN
FAIRBANKS. AK 9970V
13071 456-1400

FAX (907) 4S3-4240

P.O BOX 74568

19S9 AIRPORT WAY
FAIRBANKS, AK 59707
(9071 452-4260

FAX (907) 499.4270

P.O. BOX 57S

MILE 1314 ALASKAH WY
TOK, AK 99780

(9071 383-2265

FAX (907>ft&3.7.263



Fairbanks Area Alaska State Farias Citizen Advisory Board

TOO Airport Way Fairbanks, Alaxfca 9SW 04613 (907) 451-2695

February 12,1958

Representative Gene Therriault
Co-Chair, House Finance Committee
Alaska State Legislature

State Capitol, Room 511

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Representative Therriault,

The Fairbanks Area State Parks Citizens Advisory Board fuIIy supports House Bill 231, the point
of sale snowmobile registration legislation. The bill will streamline the registration process for
snowmobiling and may eventually provide better trails for avariety of trail users.

Trail use is an important concern o f the Citizen Advisory Board. The trail systems within our
park units and our community need to be improved to belter serve the recreating public. More
and better trails lead to more trail use. More trail use contributes to healthier communities —

physically, menially, economically, and environmentally.

W e applaud your efforts to provide point ofsals registration and mail-out renewals.
Additionally, House Bill 231 will give public land managers and local government a means to
better quantify the numbers o f snowmobilers, which should result in improved trail program
development. We would like to see any additional funds collected through this legislation be
applied to develop and manage a sharcd-use trail program.

Thank you for your consideration.

Jack L. Jefferies
Chair

cc: Representative Beverly Masek
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Members
HELEN NENHUESER, CHAIR
Anchorage  277-9330

MTTZ1BARKER
Eagle River ~ 343-4381

CHIPDENNKRLHN

Anchorage 2776722

KATHERINEENINQOWUK
Neme 443-4336

LANEFLBSCHER
Anchorage  274-2453

AUSTINHELMERS
Pnhner 376-2050

E.JHILKER

Juejwd 789-6172

KIRKHOESSLE
Girdwood 783-2928

ROSE ISAAC
Tok 883-5181

PETERE.RICE
Ketchikan 225-3383

GINNYHWOOD
Fairbanks 479-2754

LEEJOHNSON
Fairbanks 452-2897

JIM VORDERSTRASSE
Barrow 852-52 LI

SUE SHERMAN
GlensEco 822-3476

EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS
AMSTRATTON, ADNR
Anchorage  269-8703

TOMBRIGHAM, ADCHVLPF
Juneau 465-6978

Stuff
ODINBRUDIE,ADOT&PF

JaDesu 465-8760

Department «fNatural Rttoorra
Divulge ofPlata A O c "Aoct K«re*ucn
3061 C Street, Suite 1200

Aocbcraje, AK 99503-5921

& Recreational Acce” for Alaska
Citizens Advisory Board

Department orTrauportatlinn 4e FuMlc JudlJtir*
Diviskn of Statewide Pluming

3132 Oieanel Drive, Room 200

3ur.eau.AK 9SS01-7S98

FAX TRANSMITTAL

March 3, 1998

TO: Representative Beverly Masek
FAX: 465-is8 4 Qz z--
PAGES: 2

FROM: Odin Bradie, DOT&PF TRAAK Board Staff
PHONE: 465-8769
FAX: 465-6984

1 am transmitting Resolution No. 98-4 on behalfof the Trails and
Recreational Access for Alaska - TRAAK Citizens Advisory Board,
who passed the resolution at a meeting in juneau on February 20 & 21.
TRAAK brings together the state agencies that deal with recreation in
order to make the best possible use of the limited resources available
for community and recreational access improvemeuts. The TRAAK
Citizens Advisory Board advises the Departments of Transportation &
Public Facilities and Natural Resources on matters relating to TRAAK.
Please do not hesitate to give me acall if you have any questions about
the TRAAK program or this resolution.



TRAAK Citizens Advisory Board

RESOLUTION 98-4
In Support of Snowmobile Point of Sale Registration Legislation, HB 231

At ameeting of the Trails and Recreational Access for Alaska (TRAAK) Citizens Advisory Board
held on the 20th and 21st o fFebruary, 1998 in Juneau, the following resolution was duly adopted:

WHEREAS, the Governor of the State of Alaska has appointed the TRAAK Citizens
Advisory Board toreview state policy regarding trails and recreational access,

WHEREAS, snowmobiles arc recognized as an important form of transportation as well as
Important for recreation;

WHEREAS, snowmobile theftis aproblem in many areas;

WHEREAS, Alaska is in need of asnowmobile safety and education program throughout the
state;

WHEREAS, thereis acontinuing need for trail staking and trail shelters in rural and bush
areas;

WHEREAS, federal grant money is available for construction and maintenance of both
motorized and non-moiorized trails and trail facilities based on the number of registered off-road
vehicles, including snowmobiles, in astate;

WHEREAS, legislation currently being considered by the Alaska State Legislature can
provide the means for securing funding to provide for these needs; and

WHEREAS, due to the inefficiency of the current registration program, a large percent of
snowmobiles in Alaska are not registered, resulting in asignificant loss of federal grant funds to
meet safety and trail needs;

NOW THEREFORE,BE IT RESOLVED:
1. That the TRA” fCCitizens Advisory Board supports HB 231 legislation requiring point of sale

registration of snowmobiles; and

2. That this resolution be distributed to Governor Tony Knowles, Senator Drue Pearce, and
Representative Beverly Masek.

Adopted on the 21st. day of February, 1998

Peter Rice. Acting Chairperson



February 1J, 199S

Alaska State Capitol
Juneau AK 99801

Dear Representative Therriault, Chair, House Finance Committee

| would like you to know that | fully support HB 231 and that many of the snowmobilers |
meet, with across the state fully support it. | currently represent trail users as a member of
the following organizations. Alaska State Parks Citizens Advisory Board. Fairbanks
Snow Travelers Inc., Fairbanks North Star Borough Trails Advisory Commission, past
member of the Governors TRAAK CAB and | am currently working on two winter trail
projects for Alaska State Parks. For the past ten years | have studied the winter trail
programs of many snowbelt states and focused this attention on what parts of their
programs were successful and what programs were less successful. This research has
taught me several things but one of the most important is that all successful snowmobile
programs started with registration fees and gas tax funds being spent on the people that
pay them. HB 231 is agreat start for Alaska and | hope we can see past the usual
complaints and view the long range potential for this the first step in statewide
snowmobile trail program development.

What follows are a few thoughts on the positive attributes of HB 231. The current statute
does not provide for the same conveniences of initial registration and renewal that
currently apply to my snowmobile trailer. This new statute will keep me from taking lime
off work to wait in lines at DMV and that will make me very happy.

As for tire registration fee, | think the current level of S5.00 is more then adequate to fund
the fiscal note associated with point of sale requirements. |f however, funds are left over
after processing | would encourage the legislature to make those funds available to an
agency for snowmobile trail programming. As a matter of fact most snowmobilers |
know would gladly pay $40.00 every two years just to have groomed trails with good
signing. Any funding in support of snowmobding will help preserve existing access and
promote additional access which according to the recent SCORP survey is exactly what

snowmobilers wanted.

Point of sale registration will also help ail interested parties quantify the numbers of
snowmobiles used statewide which in turn enhances our understanding of the extent of
snowmobilings social and economic impacts. Also, by quantifying the number of
snowmobiles we begin to address the formula for determining snowmobilings gas tax
contribution. To determine the value of this tax account two Issues require defining.
These are the number of snowmobiles that gas is being bought for and the number of
gullons being bought. For our immediate purpose current registration stands at
approximately 13,000. Snownnobile sales figures for the 1995-1996 and 1996-1997
seasons are 15,700 unit soid and data is probably available for die dirce seasons prior to



that. In other words data is available to show that approximately 35,000 snowmobiles
were sold in this stale over the past five seasons and |’'m confident this is conservative.

The second question is how much fuel are snowmobilers using. Over the years states
publish information on user characteristics and I've noticed that east and west coast riders
each travel about 1100 miles per year. | have clone some informal surveys and found that
Alaskans also ride on the average 1100 mile per year. The average gas mileage on
today’'s machines is probably 11 mpg. This shows that the average Alaskan stiowmobiler
purchases 100 gallons of gas per season of which S8.00 goes for atax. If 35000
snowmobilers are contributing S8.00 each then the general fund receives $280.000 each
year from this user group. The boater and aircraft owners are being taxed similarly but |
am not aware if they are benefiting from the tax. Let me know if you need some actual
figures from other states or | can at least supply you with contact in other states to verify
their program procedures. This tax should be used to develop asnowmobile program that
maintains trails and promotes snowmobile safety education and conservation awareness.

In addition to removing the hassle of waiting in line and the benefits of quantifying the
social and economic impacts of snowmobiling this legislation will also act as a theft
deterrent. Right now no method of tracking a machine exists and HB 231 will require
notification of transfer of ownership which will keep the Department of Public Safety's
records updated with current owner names.

This is important legislation to the future of snowmobiling and | respectfully request
your committees support in assuring that the future remains abright one. If you are
interested in lighting the way with a 280,(MX) candle power headlight | am confident you
would gamer considerable interest and support from the paying customers. The gas tax is
an entirely different issue but no better time then the present to be proactive toward
snowmobiling.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Respectfully,

Scott Heidom

PO Box 757380

Fairbanks AK99775-73S0
474-5558

cc Representative Beverly Masek



