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ANALYSIS CONTINUED:

This bill moves the registration requirement for snowmachines from Title 5 to Title 28 and requires dealers to have purchases 
complete ap; ,:~ations prior to leaving the dealership with the snowmachine. The bill also aulhcri7.es the dealers to act as agents 
for DMV and r ue the registrations and decals for snowmachines.

Snowmachines are currently required to be registered if they are operated on public land. There are 14,642 snowmachines 
registered but the estimates from dealers and snowmachine organizations indicate there are 70,000 snowmachines in the state. 
Not all of these machines will be registered under this bill even if the law requires it and the primary reason is a lack of effective 
enforcement.

For the purpose of this fiscal note the following projection will be used:
FY99 FY00 FY01 FY02 FY03 FY04
10,000 10,000 20,000 20.000 30.000 30,000

The increase of 10,000 registrations every two years is based on the number of machines estimated to be registered a year and 
those that must r'.new the registration on a biennial basis. Mail-in renewal of registrations will increase 10,000 to 20,000 a year. 
A Motor Vehicle Customer Service Representative III will be required to manage the contracts negotiated with the snowmobile 
dealers; train the dealer personnel, audit the program and maintain the security of the forms and decals.

COST SUMMARY FY 99

PERSONAL SERVICES
1 PFT MVCSR III, Rage 14 $43.0

TRAVEL to train and audit dealer work $ 5.0 

CONTRACTUAL
Forms and tabs $3.0
Computer Programming $15.0

EQUIPMENT
1 computer workstation -one time cost $10.0
(this includes PC, desk, chair, file cabinet)

TOTAL $76.5

REVENUE

It is estimated 10,000 registrations at $10 for the biennial period. Assuming even distribution with 10,000 in each year after the 
startup, there will be an increase of revenue from registration fees.

FY99 FY00 FY01 FY02 FY03 FY04
$100.0 $100.0 $200.0 $200.0 $300.0 $300.0

? £ > « ) &  A 0$ 2 -
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Alaska State Legislature
Please en te r into the record my testimony to the <£*/%!&■_________

com m ittee name

c o m m ittee  o n     d a te d
b ill # / su b ject

Written testimony for Senate Transportation Committee hearing 3/19/98 

H B 231-

The Caribou H ills  Cabin Hoppers with a membership o f  over 200 families, strongly 
supports I IB 2 3 1. Alaska only received approximately $85000.00 in SY M M S money this 
year because we have so few snowmachines registered. Please pass this b ill so  we can get 
registrations up and receive our share o f SY M M S money for trails.

Mr. Howard T . Davis,
Caribou H ills Cabin Hoppers 
PO Box 395 Clam Gulch, Alaska 99568

S i g n e d :  _________________
T e s t if ie r

R ep resenting  (Optional)

A d d re ss

Phone number
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A L A S K A  S N O W M O B I L E  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S  A L L I A N C E

P .O . B o x  2 4 3 6 6 4  • A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  S 9 5 2 4 -3 6 6 4  • (9 0 7 )  2 5 8 -3 7 0 0

M a r c h  i f  1 9 9 8

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  Jerry  W a r d
S t a t e  C a p i t o l
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t iv e  W a r d ,

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  s u p p o r t in g  H B  2 3 1  s n o w m o b i le  p o i n t  o f  s a le  r e g is t r a t io n . I  a m  
p l e a s e d  th a t  t h is  b i l l  h a s  s u c c e s s f u l ly  p a s s e d  i n  t h e  H o u s e .  It  is  a  g o o d  b i l l  fo r  
A la s k a  a n d  s n o w m o b i le r s .

S in c e r e ly ,

M a x  J . L o w e  
P r e s id e n t

M J L : t a



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Representative Beverly Masek
Chair, Military &  Veterans Affairs 

Vice Chair, Transportation 
Vice Chair, Resources 

Legislative Council
During Interim : During Session:

6 0 0  East Railroad Avenue State Capitol
W asilla , A K  99654 Juneau, A k , 0 9 801 -1 182
9 0 7 -3 7 6 -2 6 7 9  (9 0 7 ) 465-2679
9 0 7 -3 7 6 -6 1 8 0  ( fa x ) (9 0 7 ) 4 6 5 -4 8 2 2  FAX

(8 0 0 )5 0 5 -2 6 7 8

M E M O R A N D U M

T O : Sen. Je rry J^ttrd , Chairman
Senate Transportation Committee

F R O M : Rep. B cv e t^M a se k  \

R E : MB 2 3 1 “ An Act relating to the point o f sale registration o f snow m obiles.

D A T E : Mar. 1 1, 1998

1 would appreciate having this h ill scheduled for a hearing in the Senate Transportation 
Committee at your earliest convenience.

MB 2 3 1 w ill allow for dealers to register snowm obiles at the time o f purchase. By getting a 
reliable registration in place, we w ill be able to qualify for grant funding for trails from the 
National Recreational T ra ils fund. T h is  funding is  important as Alaska grow s, trails w ill become 
more o f  a necessity.

1 would like to thank you for any expedited consideration you may he able to give my request.
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S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T  

H B  2 3 1

H B  231  w a s  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  o f  e f f o r t  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  A l a s k a ' s  o r g a n i z e d  

s n o w m o b i l e  a s s o c ia t i o n s .  T h e  n e e d  f o r  v i a b le  v  i n t e r t i m e  e c o n o m i c  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  

p r o m p t e d  m y  i n v o l v e m e n t  in  t h i s  is s u e .  I v i e w  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  a s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  t o o l  

i n  p r o m o t i n g  t h o s e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  I a l s o  b e l i e v e  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t r a i ls  w i l l  h e l p  

p r o t e c t  s n o w m o b i l i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t h r o u g h o u t  A la s k a .

T h e r e  h a s  b e e n  a  s t a t u t o r y  r e q u i r e m e n t  f o r  r e g i s t e r i n g  s n o w m o b i l e s  s i n c e  1968 ; 

h o w e v e r ,  f e w  A l a s k a n s  p a r t i c i p a t e d  in  r e g i s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  s n o w m o b i l e s .  T h i s  is  

p r i m a r i l y  d u e  t o  t h e  p r o b l e m s  t h a t  e x i s t e d  in  t h e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  p r o c e s s .  W h e n  

s o m e b o d y  p u r c h a s e d  a n e  w  s n o w m o b i l e  t h e y  h a d  t o  ta k e  t h e  t i t le  to  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  

M o t o r  V e h i c l e s  a n d  w a i t  in  l in e  to  g e t  t h e  f i v e - d o l l a r  r e g i s t r a t i o n .  A l s o ,  s i n c e  t h e  

D i v i s i o n  w a s  n o t  b e e n  a b le  to  i m p l e m e n t  a m a i l  in  s y s t e m  f o r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  r e n e w a l ,  

i n d i v i d u a l s  h a v e  t o  r e p e a t  t h a t  p e r f o r m a n c e  e v e r y  t w o  y e a r s .

B y  a l l o w i n g  d e a l e r s  t o  h a n d l e  r e g i s t r a t i o n s  a t  t i m e  o f  p u r c h a s e ,  H B  231 w i l l  c r e a t e  a  

b e t t e r  p r o c e s s  f o r  p e o p l e  to  c o m p l y  w i t h  c u r r e n t  s ta t u t e s .  T h i s  l e g i s la t i o n  w i l l  a l s o  

a l l o w  d e a l e r s  a n d  o t h e r  a g e n t s  t o  h a n d l e  r e n e w a l  o f  r e g i s t r a t io n s .

I t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  s n o w m o b i l e  e n t h u s ia s t s  to  h a v e  a  g o o d  s y s t e m  in  p l a c e  f o r  t h e  

p u r p o s e  o f  p r o v i d i n g  a  g o o d  a c c o u n t i n g  o f  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  m a c h i n e s  in  A la s k a .  T h i s  

i n f o r m a t i o n  is  a n  i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  t h e  f o r m u la  f o r  a c q u i r i n g  t r a i1 m o n e y s  a v a i la b le  

f r o m  t h e  N a t i o n a l  T r a i l s  F u n d .  T h e  N a t i o n a l  T r a i l s  F u n d  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  t o  p r o v i d e



n eed ed  fu n d in g  fo r tra il co n stru ct io n , tra ilh ea d s, tra il s ig n in g , and g ro o m in g  

eq u ip m ent. T h e  im p ortance o f be ing  able to a cq u ire  fu n d s  th ro u g h  th is  sy ste m  

ca nno t be s t re sse d  enou gh . T h e  e sta b lishm ent and m a intenance o f good  tra il sy st e m s  

th ro u g h o u t A la sk a  w il l  p ro v id e  A la sk a n s a p lace to r id e , and m ore im p orta n tly  

p ro v id e  u s  w ith  an o p p o rtu n ity  to expand w in te r  re cre a tio n  and to u rism .

I  b e liev e  H B  2 3 1  i s  a good  f ir s t  step  tow ard d e v e lo p in g  an im p ortant facet o f  w in te r  

to u r ism . I  fu rth e r b e lieve  n o w  is  the tim e to id e n t ify  and  allocate tra il sy ste m s so  

that fu tu re  A la sk a n s w il l  a lw a ys have a p lace to recreate. I  feel th is  i s  im p ortant, a s 

so m e  tra ils  have a lready been lo st  due to p o p u la tio n  g ro w th  w ith o u t any 

fo re th o u g h t g iv e n  to p ro tectin g  these typ e s o f  u se s . ITB  2 3 1  p ro v id e s u s  w ith  the 

to o ls  to better p la n  fo r fu tu re  g row th  and it s  a sso c ia te d  p ro b le m s.



part b_national recreational trails trust fund act 
Summary
Part B establishes a National Recreational Trails Trust Fund, drawn from 

the
excise tax paid on nonhighway recreational fuels, which will provide states 
with
funding for projects promoting safe and environmentally sensitive 
opportunities
for use of recreational trails. A provision of current law allowing a refund of 
nonhighway recreational fuel taxes is repealed.
Discussion
Americans going to and from their places of recreation constitute eight 

percent
of national highway usage.
Access to fishing, hunting, camping, climbing and a number of other forms 

of
recreation is often provided by trails; but such trails can also be the source of 
recreation themselves for hikers, joggers, horseback riders, bicyclists, 
snowmobilers, trail bikers and others. Recognizing this, the President's 
Commission on Americans Outdoors in 1987 recommended the 
establishment of a
dedicated trust fund financed by the fuel use taxes paid on "nonhighway 
recreational fuels", the balance of which would assist the states in providing 
and maintaining recreational trails. This concept is very similar to the 
Aquatic
Resources (Wallop-Breaux) Trust Fund, which dedicates motorboat fuel 
taxes to the
protection and enhancement of fisheries and boating facilities.
Part B follows die Commission's recommendation by establishing a 

National
Recreational Trails Fund. The Fund is created out of "nonhighway 
recreational
fuel taxes," By definition, this revenue source is not derived by any usage of



highways, and under the "user-fee" concept of highway funding, should 
either be
refunded or dedicated to a program more directly related to the activity 
being
taxed. While the recreational fuel taxes paid by individuals are not 
practically
refundable, the taxes paid by outfitters and guides, snowmobile excursion 
operators, motorcross racing establishments, ski lodge and snow trail 
groomers,
and other commercial fuel users are currently refunded. Part B eliminates the 
existing refund mechanisms for all nonhighway recreational fuel taxes, and 
dedicates this revenue source to a Fund that directly benefits recreation in 
general.
The Fund is distributed to the states, one-half divided equally and one-half 

divided based on a measure of recreational usage. Under this formula, those 
states
which face the greatest recreational demands will receive a proportionately 
areater share of funds to address that demand.
Many states already dedicate taxes and fees on equipment and fuels for 

funding
recreational programs. The availability of federal Trails Fund moneys should 
not
reduce any state's financial commitment in this regard. In fact, after three 
years, states with certain trail-recreation-based revenue sources are required 
to
make a reasonable estimation of such revenues available for recreational 
trail
funding within that state.
The Fund provides assistance to state and local governments, since it is at 

this
level that the goal of "closer-to-home" recreation can be best achieved.
W h i l e
trails on federal lands can be expected to benefit when the impacts of heavy 
usage
are mitigated by the provision of more local trail opportunities, the Fund is 
not



#  •

intended as a substitute, or supplement, to appropriations for trail programs 
on
federal lands. To emphasize this, the bill does not authorize the use of Fund 
moneys for trail construction on federal lands, except to the extent that such 
construction furthers a specific objective of a State Comprehensive Outdoor 
Recreation Plan (SCORP).
Section 143(d) lists the authorized uses of Fund moneys. The various 

activities
lettered (A) through (K) have been listed in order of suggested priority. It is 
well recognized among trail users that the need for construction of new trails 
is
often not as immediate as the need for maintenance and repair of the existing 
trails system. Furthermore, education, enforcement and training activities are 
essential to prevent further erosion and damage to existing trails. These 
activities are therefore ranked when allocating Fund moneys.
The Recreational Trails Fund is designed so that, once a decision is made 

concerning a trail, states have access to funds that will improve the 
enjoyment,
safety and environmental soundness of that trail. The Fund itself is not 
intended
to alter public land management policies, dictate when or where a trail is to 
be
built, or what kind of usage should occur on that trail. Rather, it is assumed 
that such decisions have already been made through public policy processes, 
such
as state or local recreation plans. In conformance with this process, states 
should specify trail needs and priorities in statewide park and recreation 
plans
or their supplements prior to commitment of Fund moneys.
In regard to administration and allocation of funds to states, it is recognized 

that institutions and processes for administering recreation and park grants 
already exist, including assistance for trails and trail-related projects. To 
avoid a proliferation of agencies and administrative burdens, the state and 
local
activities benefitting from the Fund should, to the extent practicable, be 
administered in conjunction with the state grant program authorized by the 
Land
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a n d  W a t e r  C o n s e r v a t io n  F u n d  A c t ,  i n c l u d i n g  th e  u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  e x is t in g  
a d m in is t r a t io n  p r o c e d u r e s  a n d  o r g a n iz a t io n .  F o r  t h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  F e d e r a l -  
S t a t e
c o o r d i n a t io n ,  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  s h o u l d  e n c o u r a g e  e a c h  G o v e r n o r  t o  a p p o i n t  t h e  
e n t it y
c u r r e n t ly  a d m in is t e r in g  t h e  L a n d  a n d  W a t e r  C o n s e r v a t i o n  F u n d  s ta te  
a s s is t a n c e
p r o g r a m  t o  a d m in is t e r  T r a i l s  F u n d  m o n e y s .

T h e  F u n d  is  s t r u c t u r e d  t o  e n c o u r a g e  a s  m u c h  c o n s e n s u s  b e t w e e n  d iv e r s e  
t r a i l
u s e r s  a s  p o s s ib l e .  I n  o r d e r  t o  r e m a in  e l i g i b l e  f o r  F u n d  m o n e y  a ft e r  t h r e e  
y e a r s ,
a  t r a i l - u s e r  r e p r e s e n t a t iv e  a d v is o r y  c o m m it t e e  m u s t  e x is t  w i t h i n  e a c h  
p a r t ic ip a t in g  s ta te . M a n y  s u c h  c o m m it t e e s  a lr e a d y  e x is t  a s  p r o v i d e d  u n d e r  
t h e
N a t i o n a l  T r a i l s  S y s t e m  A c t ,  a n d  it  is  n o t  a n t ic ip a t e d  t h a t  d u p l i c a t e  
c o m m it t e e
s t r u c t u r e s  w o u l d  b e  n e c e s s a r y  t o  s a t is f y  t h e  e l i g i b i l i t y  r e q u ir e m e n t .  T h e s e  
c o m m it t e e s  s h o u l d  r e f le c t  t h e  d iv e r s it y  o f  t r a il u s e  w i t h i n  e a c h  s ta te .

P r io r it y  is  g i v e n  to  t h o s e  p r o p o s a ls  w h ic h  s a t is f y  m o r e  t h a n  o n e  
r e c r e a t io n a l
d e m a n d ,  i . e .  h i k i n g  a n d  b i c y c l i n g ,  h o r s e b a c k  r i d i n g  a n d  s k i i n g ,  a l t e r n a t in g  
a n d
t im e - s h a r e d  u s e  p r o p o s a ls ,  a n d  o t h e r  c o m b i n a t i o n s  o f  d i f f e r i n g  u s e s .  I n  n o  
c a s e ,
h o w e v e r ,  s h o u l d  t h is  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  f o r  d iv e r s i f i e d  u s e  o f  t r a ils  r e s u lt  i n  t h e  
p l a c e m e n t  o f  t w o  o r  m o r e  i n c o m p a t i b l e  o r  d a n g e r o u s  u s e s  t o g e t h e r  o n  a  t r a i l .

T h e  F u n d  a ls o  e n s u r e s  th a t  s ta te s  s e r io u s ly  c o n s id e r  p r o p o s a ls  w h ic h  
a d d r e s s
d if f e r e n t  t r a il n e e d s ,  i n c l u d i n g  m o t o r iz e d  a n d  n o n - m o t o r i z e d  u s e .  A  
" m i n i m u m
r e s e r v a t io n "  f o r  e a c h  f o r m  o f  r e c r e a t io n  a f f o r d s  a l l  t r a il  u s e r s  a n  o p p o r t u n it y  
t o  a d v a n c e  s o u n d  p r o p o s a ls .  I n  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  a c c e p t a b le  p r o p o s a ls ,  
h o w e v e r ,  t h is
r e s e r v a t io n  o f  f u n d s  m a y  b e  d r o p p e d  w it h  t h e  a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  t r a i l - u s e r  
a d v is o r y
c o m m it t e e  i n  th a t  s ta te .



F u r t h e r ,  g i v e n  th a t  s o m e  s m a l le r  states  m a y  la c k  a  w id e  a r r a y  o f  
r e c r e a t io n a l
t r a il  u s e  o p t i o n s ,  s ta te s  w it h  a  t o t a l l a n d  a r e a  o f  le s s  t h a n  3 , 5 0 0 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  a n d  
t h a t  c o n t r ib u t e  le s s  t h a n  o n e  p e r c e n t  o f  t o t a l n o n h i g h w a y  r e c r e a t io n a l  f u e l  
u s e ,
m a y  c h o o s e  t o  b e  e x e m p t e d  f r o m  a n y  c o n s id e r a t io n  o f  a  " m i n i m u m  
r e s e r v a t io n "  f o r
e x p e n d it u r e s  r e la t in g  t o  m o t o r iz e d  o r  n o n - m o t o r i z e d  r e c r e a t io n .

P a r t  B  a ls o  e s t a b l is h e s  a  N a t i o n a l  R e c r e a t io n a l  T r a i l s  A d v i s o r y  C o m m i t t e e  
t o
a d v is e  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  t h e  In t e r io r  o n  F u n d  a d m in is t r a t io n .  I t  is  
a n t ic ip a t e d
t h a t  t r a i l - u s e r  i n v o l v e m e n t  w i l l  r e s u lt  i n  p o l i c e s  t h a t  r e d u c e  a d m in is t r a t iv e  
o v e r h e a d ,  p r o m o t e  v o l u n t e e r is m ,  a n d  in c r e a s e  a n d  i m p r o v e  t r a il  e x p e r ie n c e s .  
A s  is
r e q u ir e d  u n d e r  t h e  F e d e r a l  A d v i s o r y  C o m m i t t e e s  A c t ,  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  s h o u l d  
s e le c t
c o m m it t e e  m e m b e r s  w h o  a r e  m o s t  q u a l i f i e d  a n d  k n o w l e d g e a b l e  o n  t h e  
is s u e s  o f
im p o r t a n c e  to  t r a i l  u s e r s , 

p a r t  c :  i n t e l l i g e n t  v e h ic l e - h ig h w a y  s y s t e m s  

S e c t i o n  1 5 1 .  S h o r t  t it le

S u m m a r y
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M E M O R A N D U M
D epartm ent of N atu ra l Resources

S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a
Division of P a rk s and Outdoor Recreation

Director’ s Office

TO: Eddie Gxasser 
Rep. Masek staff 

Craig Johnson 
Senator Pearce staff

F U O M : Jim  Stratto 
Director A

d a te : Feb rua ry  6, 19 9 8

TEJ.KPHONE NO: 269-S701 

FAX NO: 269-8907

s u b je c t : snowmobile sales numbers

I  ju s t  received inform ation from the In te rn a tio n a l Snow m obile M a nu fa ctu rers A sso c ia t io n  about 
the num ber o f snow m obile s so ld  in  A la sk a  over the p a st s i x  y e a rs . T h e se  n u m b ers are based on 
the wra rra nty  ca rd s sen t in  after a sa le . T h e re  are more than t h is  num ber o f  sn ow m o b ile s so ld  in  
A la ska  as a ce rta in  segm ent o f the population does not send  th e ir  w arranty card because it  re a lly  
does them  no good (no loca l dealer).

19 9 7  - 7 ,8 5 6  
19 9 6  - 8 ,0 2 1 
19 9 5  - 7 ,740  
19 9 4  - 6 ,820  
19 9 3  - 5,400 
19 9 2  - 3 ,850

T h e se  nu m b ers shou ld  help u s determ ine the potentia l fu nd s available to operate the 
re g istra tio n  program  at D M V  and a t ra ils  program  at P a rk s. T h e  average life  o f  a snow m obile  i s  
7 y e a rs, so  the v a st m ajority o f the se  39 ,6 87  snow m ob ile s are s t i l l  on the t ra il and w ou ld  be 

reg iste red .
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M r . C a rlso n ,

It  has come to my attention that you are in  Juneau  th is week in  o rd er to help w ith the 
in itia lization o f the legislation concerning Point o f  Sale R egistration o f  snow m obiles in  
Alaska.

A s the elected representative o f  thousands o f  snow m obilers statewide, I  would like to 
o ffe r ou r wholehearted support o f th is leg islation and extend to you any and all means 
o f a ssistance at ou r disposal. I t  i s  time that the organized sp o rtsp e rso n s o f  Alaska spoke 
in  u n ison  on a critica l cro ssroa d  o f our recreational choice.

Any inform ation that we can provide that has bearing on th is sub ject w ill be made 
readily available to you rse lf o r  any other interested persons upon request. The  
Anchorage Snowmobile C lub  can be reached at (907) 566-0272. The  Alaska State 
Snowm obile Association can be reached at (907) 566-0212.

K ev in  E . H ite 
kevin_h ite@ fm c.com

mailto:kevin_hite@fmc.com
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FAX
T o :  T e d  C a r ls o n

O f :  M u n i c ip a l  L e a g u e

P a g e s :  3 , in c lu d in g  th is  c o v e r  sheet.

D a t e :  J a n u a r y  2 7 ,1 9 9 8

T h e  f o l l o w in g  a re  t h e  s u p p o r te rs  th u s  fa r  o f  th e  s ta te w id e  tra il s y s te m . T h e y  k n o w  i n  o r d e r  t o  

a c c o m p l i s h  th e  e s ta b lis h m e n t  o f  a s ta te w id e  tra il s y s te m  th a t P o in t  o f  s a le  le g is la t io n  is  t h e  c r i t i c a l  

fu n d in g  c o m p o n e n t  fo r  s u c c e s s .  A s  th e  fu tu re  u n fo ld s ,  it  a lso  m a y  b e c o m e  n c c c e s s a r y  to  

im p le m e n t  a  u s e r  p a y  s y s te m  as w e ll,  A l l  o th e r  s n o w b e lt  9tates w i th  o rg a n iz e d  s n o w m o b i l e  t ra i l  

s y s te m s  h a v e  im p le m e n te d  b o th .  A la s k a  is  the  la s t  s ta te  th a t  d o e s  n o t  h a v e  m a n d a to r y  p o in t  o f  

sa le  r e g is t ra t io n  f o r  re cre a tio n a l v e h ic le s ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  s n o w m o b ile s .  W i t h o u t  a c c u r a t e  r e g is t r a t io n  

o r  r e c o r d e d  s n o w m o b i le  sa le s  n u m b e rs  A la s k a  lo s e s  o u t  o n  h u n d re d s  o f  th o u s a n d s  o f  d o l la r s  

e v e r y  y e a r  in  fe d e ra l  fu n d s  f o r  tra il d e v e lo p m e n t  a n d  m a in te n a n ce .  W e  d o  k n o w  th e r e  w e r e  1 5 8 1 7  

n e w  s n o w m o b i le s  s o ld  ju s t  i n  th e  la s t tw o  w in te rs  a n d  y e t  th e  m o s t  a c cu r a te  d a ta  th e  D e p t .  O f  

M o t o r  V e h i c l e s  c a n  s u p p ly  is  th a t th e re  are a p p ro x im a te ly  o n ly  1 1 0 0 0  re g is te re d  m a c h in e s  i n  t h e  

sta te. T h i s  is  a g g re g a te  o v e r  th e  c o u r s e  o f  t im e  s in c e  re g is tra t io n  is  s t r i c t l y  v o lu n ta r y  a l th o u g h  

sta te  la w  re q u ire s  reg is tra tio n . P o in t  o f  S a le  re g is tra t io n  is  th e  o n ly  s o lu t io n  to  th is  m o u n t in g  

p r o b le m . A l s o ,  p o in t  o f  sa le  m a y  h e lp  to  a lle v ia te  a n o th e r  s e r io u s  p r o b le m  o f  s n o w m o b i l e  t h e f t  

w h i c h  is  r u n n in g  ra m p a n t a c ro s s  A la sk a . T h i s  le g is la t io n  is  a  s tr o n g  d e te re n t  a n d  p r o t e c t s  d e a le r s  

f r o m  s e r v i c in g  a n d  s e l l in g  u s e d  s to le n  s n o w m o b ile s .  T h e  m o s t  a c c u r a te  e s tim a te  c o m e s  f r o m  
A la s k a  S ta te  Paries in d ica t in g  th e re  m a y b e  as m a n y  as 7 0 ,0 0 0  u n re g is te re d  s n o w m o b i le s  in  

A la s k a .  T h e  f o l lo w in g  is  a p a r tia l l is t  o f  su p p o rte rs  a n d  d o e s  n o t  r e f le c t  th e  g r o w in g  l i s t  o f  
s u p p o r t  f r o m  p r iv a te  e n te rp r is e  th ro u g h  o u t  the state.

A la s k a  S n o w m o b i l e  R e p re se n ta t iv e s  A l l ia n c e  ( A S R A )

A la s k a  S ta te  S n o w m o b i le  A s s o c ia t io n  ( A S S A )

A n c h o r a g e  S n o w m o b i le  C l u b  ( A S C )

A n c h o r a g e  E c o n o m i c  D e v e lo p m e n t  C o rp o ra t io n  ( A E D C )

M a y o r  R i c l c  M y s t r o m ,  M u n i c ip a l i t y  o f  A n ch o r a g e  

M a y o r  S a r a h  P a lin , C i t y  o f  W a s iO a  

S ta te  o f  A la s k a ,  D i v i s i o n  o f  P a rk s  a n d  O u td o o r  R e c r e a t io n  

In te rn a tio n a l S n o w m o b i le  M a n u fa c tu r e s  A s s o c ia t io n  ( I S M A )

B o m b a r d ie r  M o t o r  C o r p o r a t io n  ( In c lu d e s  16 s ta te w id e  d e a le rs )
P o la r is  In d u s tr ie s  I n c .  ( In c lu d e s  6 2  s ta te w id e  d e a le rs )

Y a m a h a  M o t o r  C o r p o r a t io n  ( In c lu d e s  23 s ta te w id e  d e a le rs )

A r t i e  R e c r r  -.tional D is t r ib u to r s  In c .  ( In c lu d e s  4 0  s ta te w id e  d e a le rs )

I r o n  D o g  G  j l d  R u s h  C la s s i c  

M u ld o o n  C o m m u n i t y  C o u n c i l  

E a g le  R i v e r  C o m m u n i t y  C o u n c i l
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E a g le  R i v e r  C h a m b e r  o f  C o m m e r c e

W a s i l la  C h a m b e r  o f  C o m m e r c e

B i g  L a k e  C h a m b e r  o f  C o m m e r c e

A n c h o r a g e  C o n v e n t i o n  a n d  V is i to r s  B u r e a u  ( A C V B )

A la s k a  V is i t o r s  A s s o c ia t io n  ( A V A )

G o v e r n o r  T o n y  K n o w le s ,  S ta te  o f  A la s k a  

A n c h o r a g e  T r a i l s  a n d  G re e n w a y s  C o a l i t io n  ( A T C G )

Alyeska Resort
A n c h o r a g e  H i l t o n  H o t e l

R e g a l  A la s k a n  H o t e l

C h i l k o o t  C h a r l ie s

D a y s  I n n  A n c h o r a g e

K l o n d i k e  M ik e s  A d v e n tu r e s

A la s k a  S a le s  a n d  S e r v i c e
A n c h o r a g e  H o te l/ R u m ru n n e r s  B a r  &  C h i l l

B o v e y  T r o p h ie s

A la s k a  R e g io n a l  H o s p ita l

E & A  E n te r p r i s e s

G o ld e n  N o r t h  V a n  L in e s

G r i z z l e v ’s  I n c .

L i n f o r d  o f  A la s k a  

A l m o s t  H o m e  A c c o m o d a t io n s  

A n c h o r a g e  D a i l y  N e w s  

B e s t  W e s te r n  B a rra t t  In n  

C o m f o r t  I n n

F o o d  S e r v i c e s  o f  A m e r i c a  

H o l la n d  A m e r i c a  

M A C t e l  I n c  

M a t - S u  R e s o r t  

S h e r a to n  A n c h o r a g e  H o te l  

W i n d y  C r e e k  

N a t io n a l  B a n k  o f  A la s k a  

S h ip  C r e e k  H o t e l  

T h e  R u s t y  H a r p o o n  

P IP  P r in t in g

T h r i f t y  C a r  R e n ta l  o f  A la s k a  

W e s tm a r k  A n c h o r a g e  H o te l  

M a t - S u  M o t o r  M u s h e r s  

C a r ib o u  H i l l s  C a b in  H o p p e r s  

A la s k a  M o t o r  M u s h e r s

T e d ,  i f  y o u  n e e d  a n y th in g  fu r th e r  p le a s e  d o  n o t  h e s ita te  to  c a l l .  W h i l e  in  Ju n ea u  s e e  i f  y o u  c a n  f in d  

o u t  w h e r e  th e  re g is tra t io n  m o n e y  o v e r  th e  yea rs  h a s  g o n e  a n d  w h y  m o to r iz e d  r e c r e a t io n a l u s e r s  

h a v e  n e v e r  r e c i e v e d  a n y  b e n e fits  f r o m  a ll d ie  fu e l  ta x es  th e y  h a v e  p a id .

T h a n k s ,

T i m



February 27, 1998

Representative Beverly Masek 
State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Representative Masek

The Chugiak-Eagle River Chamber of Commerce supports HB 231, Point of Sale 
Snowmobile Registration. The Chamber wants to see this recreational industry 
developed with appropriate planning, public safety and regulation. We support 
user fees and matching grants as the means to do this. Point of Sale Registration 
is absolutely necessary in order to accomplish this goal.

If you have questions, please feel free to contact me at 694-4200 or the Chamber 
at 694-4702.

Sincerely,

Al Romaszewski
Snowmobile Task Force Committee Chair 
Chugiak-Eagle River Chamber of Commerce 
Board of Directors



A L A S K A  O U T D $ b R  C O U N C I L
2 1 1 4 th S t .  # 3 0 2 A  

J u n e a u ,  A K .  9 9 8 0 1  

( 9 0 7 )  4 6 3 - 3 8 3 0

F e b .  1 ,1 9 9 8

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  J o e  G r e e n ,  C h a i r  

H o u s e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e  

A l a s k a  S t a t e  C a p i t o l  

J u n e a u ,  A k .  9 9 8 0 1

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G r e e n :

T h e  A l a s k a  O u t d o o r  C o u n c i l  a n d  i t s  m e m b e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  s t r o n g l y  s u p p o r t  S B  231  a n d  

w o u l d  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  m o v i n g  t h i s  p i e c e  o f  l e g i s la t i o n  t h i s  s e s s i o n .

F I B  2 3 1  " A n  a c t  r e la t in g  t o  t h e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  o f  s n o w m o b i l e s "  w a s  d i s c u s s e d  a t  o u r  

l e g i s l a t i v e  w o r k s h o p  h e l d  i n  A n c h o r a g e  t h i s  p a s t  N o v e m b e r .  A t  t h a t  t im e ,  t h e  m a n y  

d e l e g a t e s  f r o m  a r o u n d  A l a s k a  v o t e d  u n a m i n o u s l y  t o  e n d o r s e  t h i s  l e g i s la t i o n .  A s  y o u  

m a y  b e  a w a r e ,  t h e  A O C  is  a n  u m b r e l l a  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  o u t d o o r  u s e r  g r o u p s  c o v e r i n g  a  

b r o a d  s p e c t r u m  o f  u s e s .

C u r r e n t l y  t h e r e  a r e  f o u r  s n o w m o b i l e  c l u b s  a f f i l i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  A O C  a n d  t h i s  is  t h e i r  

n u m b e r  o n e  p r i o r i t y .  A l s o ,  t r a i ls  a n d  a c c e s s  is  o n e  o f  t h e  A O C ' s  p r i m a r y  a r e a s  o f  

c o n c e r n .  W e  w o u l d  l ik e  to  t h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  p a s t  s u p p o r t  o f  o u r  i s s u e s  a n d  h o p e  y o u  

w i l l  o n c e  a g a in  g i v e  u s  y o u r  a s s i s t a n c e  o n  t h i s  i m p o r t a n t  p i e c e  o f  l e g i s la t i o n .  I f  t h e r e  is  

s o m e t h i n g  f u r t h e r  w e  c a n  d o  t o  a s s i s t  y o u  in  t h i s  e f f o r t ,  p l e a s e  f e e l  f r e e  t o  c o n t a c t  u s .

S i n c e r e l y ,

R o d  A r n o  

P r e s i d e n t

T h e O ffic ia l State A ffilia te  o f the N atio n a l R ifle  A sso cia tio n



P.O . B ox  243664 • A n c h o ra g e ,  AK  99524*3664 • (907) 256-3700

F e b r u a r y  2 6 .  1 9 9 8

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  B e v e r ly  M a s e k
S t a le  C a p i t o l
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t iv e  M a s e k ,

I  a m  w r it in g  t o  y o u  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  H B  2 3 1  p o in t  o f  s a le  r e g is t r a t io n  for  
s n o w m o b i le s .  T h i s  b i l l  is  th e  a n t ic ip a t e d  f u n d i n g  m e c h a n is m  to  p r o v id e  s a fe , 
m a r k e d ,  g r o o m e d  s n o w m o b i le  tr a ils  fo r  A la s k a n  r e c r e a t io n a l us e r s . A s  P r e s id e n t  
o f  A . S . R .  A .  1  c a n  a s s u r e  y o u  t h a t  t h e  m a jo r it y  o f  s n o w m o b i le  users  i n  A la s k a  a r e  in  
f a v o r  o f  t l i ;  i l l .  T o  d a t e  w e  h a v e  w o r k e d  w it h  t h e  A n c h o r a g e  S n o w m o b i l e  C l u b ,  
T h e  A la s k a  S ta te  S n o w m o b i l e  A s s o c ia t io n ,  T h e  M a y o i ’ s o f  A n c h o r a g e  a n d  
W a s ih a ,  th e  C h a m b e r  o f  C o m m e r c e  o f  E a g l e  R iv e r ,  W a s i l l a  a n d  S e w a r d , t h e  S ta te  
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P ar ies  a n d  O u t d o o r  R e c r e a t io n ,  a n d  o t h e r  k e y  g r o u p s  o n  th is  is s u e . 
W e  a r e  t r u s t in g  that o u r  le g is la t o r s  w i l l  l is t e n  to  a n d  r e a c t  to  t h e  w is h e s  o f  th e  
s n o w m o b i le r s  i n  A la s k a .

1  w o u l d  b e  p le a s e d  to  d is c u s s  t h is  im p o r t a n t  b i l l  Fu rth e r  at y o u r  c o n v e n ie n c e .

S in c e r e ly ,

M a x  J .  L o w e  
P r e s id e n t ,  A . S . R . A .



Feb 18. i9?8

R e p re s e n ta t iv e  B e v e r ly  M a s e k  

U c i r  B e v e r ly ,

[ would like to rai.c tfcij opportunity to su p p o rt [ IB 23 . sucwraob J : registration. We further u-ould lits to 
seethe revcnucr collected put roto ao account :o be dedicated to  itrtprcving trails, educatica and access for 
snowmobiles.

A s  a d e a le r , t in s  w i l l  pu t a n  a d d it io n a l -.vfirlc load o c  u s , h o w e v e r  w e  fe e l s t r o n g ly  t lta l th is  is a i:ep in  th e  

n ^ h t d i r c t d o c  t c  h e lp  c c o a o l  t h s t l  p ro v id e  fo r tie tter c ra c k in g  o f  m a c h in e s  a n d  e v e n tu a l ly  p ro v id e  fu n d s  

f «  t fp p r o v c n c jH  o f  the s p o r t

T t z a V . y o u  fo r  y o u r  s u p p in t  o r th is  b i l l

Sincerely,

Bdi O ’Hara 
BiB* Car House 
Bi'a Lake, AK



February 1 1, 199$

Representative Beverly Masek 
Alaska State Capito!
Juneau, A K 9 9 S0 1

R E : House Bill 231

Dear Representative Thcrriault,

I am writing in support o f  point o f  sale registration for snowmobiles. A s a major area lender, I 
find that my customers do not have the necessary time to spend in a Department o f M otor 

Veh icle s tine to register their snowmachines.

Registration wall deter thefts and assist in the recovery o f  stolen machines by providing easily 
visible registration numbers. I t  w ill also identity1 snowm achincrs’ economic impact and their 
contribution to the gas tax. T ra il development should follow with an appropriate allocation o f 
those tax dollars Registration has been n law For nearly thirty years and registration (user) fees 
should be utilized for the user group they are extracted from. I  would appreciate your support 
from both a business and personal perspective, as I  am also an avid snowmachine user.

Sincerely,

Brent LeValley 
Assistant V ice President

M A I N  B R A N C H

P.O. BOX 7*1563 
119 N. CUSHMAN 
FAIRBANKS. AK 9970V 
1307! 456-1400
F A X  (907 ) 4S3 -4240

G O L D E N  H E A R T  B R A N C H

P.O BOX 74568 
19S9 AIRPORT W A Y 
FAIRBANKS, AK 59707 
(9071 452-4260 
FAX (907) 499.4270

TOK BRANCH
P.O. BOX 57S
MILE 1314 ALASKA H W Y

TOK, AK 99780
(9071 383-2265
FAX (9 0 7> ft& 3 .7.263



F a i r b a n k s  A r e a  A l a s k a  S t a t e  F a r i a s  C i t i z e n  A d v i s o r y  B o a r d

T O O  A irp o r t  W ay Fa irb a n k s , A laxfca  9 S W 0 4 6 1 3  (9 0 7 ) 451-2695

February 12 ,19 5 8

Representative Gene Therriault 
Co-Chair, House Finance Committee 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol, Room 5 1 1  
Juneau, A K  99801-1182

Dear Representative Therriault,

The Fairbanks Area State Parks Citizens Advisory Board fu lly  supports House B ill 231, the point 
o f  sale snowmobile registration legislation. The bill w ill streamline the registration process for 
snowmobiling and may eventually provide better trails for a variety o f  trail users.

Trail use i s  an important concern o f  the Citizen Advisory Board. The trail systems within our 
park units and our community need to be improved to belter serve the recreating public. More 
and better trails lead to more trail use. More trail use contributes to healthier communities — 
physically, menially, economically, and environmentally.

W e applaud your efforts to p rov ide po in t o f sa ls registration and m ail-ou t renewals.
Additionally, House B ill 231 w ill give public land managers and local government a means to 
better quantify the numbers o f  snowmobilers, which should result in improved trail program 
development. We would like to see any additional funds collected through this legislation be 
applied to develop and manage a sharcd-use trail program.

Thank you for your consideration.

Jack L. Jefferies 
Chair

cc: Representative Beverly Masek
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M a rch  3, 1998

TO: Representative Beverly Masek 

F A X : 4 6 5 - i & &  4  Q Z ' Z - '

P A G E S : 2

F R O M : Odin Bradie, D O T& P F  T R A A K  Board Staff 
P H O N E : 465-8769 
F A X : 465-6984

1  am transmitting Resolution No. 98-4 on behalf o f the Trails and 
Recreational Access for Alaska - TRAAK Citizens Advisory Board, 
who passed the resolution at a meeting in juneau on February 20 & 2 1. 
TRA A K brings together the state agencies that deal with recreation in 
order to make the best possible use of the limited resources available 
for community and recreational access improvemeuts. The TRAAK 
Citizens Advisory Board advises the Departments of Transportation & 
Public Facilities and Natural Resources on matters relating to TRAAK. 
Please do not hesitate to give me a call if you have any questions about 
the TR A A K  program or this resolution.

S t u f f
ODIN BRUDIE, ADOT&PF 
JaDesu 465-8760



T R A A K  C i t i z e n s  A d v i s o r y  B o a r d

RESOLUTION 9 8 - 4  
In Support of Snowmobile Point of Sale Registration Legislation, HB 23 1

At a meeting o f the Trails and Recreational Access for Alaska (TRAAK) Citizens Advisory Board 
held on the 20th and 21st o f ’February, 1998 in Juneau, the following resolution was duly adopted:

W H EREA S, the Governor o f the State o f Alaska has appointed the TR A A K  Citizens 
Advisory Board to review state policy regarding trails and recreational access;

W H EREA S, snowmobiles arc recognized as an important form of transportation as well as 
Important for recreation;

W H EREA S, snowmobile theft is  a problem in many areas;

W H EREA S, Alaska is in need of a snowmobile safety and education program throughout the
state;

W H EREA S, there is  a continuing need for trail staking and trail shelters in rural and bush 
areas;

W H EREAS, federal grant money is available for construction and maintenance o f both 
motorized and non-moiorized trails and trail facilities based on the number of registered off-road 
vehicles, including snowmobiles, in a state;

W H EREAS, legislation currently being considered by the Alaska State Legislature can 
provide the means for securing funding to provide for these needs; and

W H EREAS, due to the inefficiency of the current registration program, a large percent of 
snowmobiles in Alaska are not registered, resulting in a significant lo ss o f federal grant funds to 
meet safety and trail needs;

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT  RESOLVED:

1 . That the TRA^ fC Citizens Advisory Board supports HB 231 legislation requiring point of sale 
registration o f snowmobiles; and

2. That this resolution be distributed to Governor Tony Knowles, Senator Drue Pearce, and 
Representative Beverly Masek.

Adopted on the 21st. day of February, 1998

Peter Rice. Acting Chairperson



February 1J, 199S

Alaska State Capitol 
Juneau A K  99801

Dear Representative Therriault, Chair, House Finance Committee

I  would like you to know that I  fully support HB 231 and that many of the snowmobilers I  
meet, with across the state fully support it. I  currently represent trail users as a member of 
the following organizations. Alaska State Parks Citizens Advisory Board. Fairbanks 
Snow Travelers Inc., Fairbanks North Star Borough Tra ils Advisory Commission, past 
member o f the Governors T R A A K  CAB and I  am currently working on two winter trail 
projects for Alaska State Parks. For the past ten years I  have studied the winter trail 
programs of many snowbelt states and focused this attention on what parts of their 
programs were successfu l and what programs were le ss successful. Th is research has 
taught me several things but one o f the most important i s  that all successful snowmobile 
programs started with registration fees and gas tax funds being spent on the people that 
pay them. HB 231 is  a great start for Alaska and I  hope we can see past the usual 
complaints and view the long range potential for this the first step in statewide 
snowmobile trail program development.

What follows are a few thoughts on the positive attributes o f HB 2 3 1. The current statute 
does not provide for the same conveniences o f initial registration and renewal that 
currently apply to my snowmobile trailer. Th is new statute w ill keep me from taking lime 
off work to wait in lines at D M V and that will make me very happy.

A s for tire registration fee, I  think the current level of S5.00 is  more then adequate to fund 
the fiscal note associated with point of sale requirements. I f  however, funds are left over 
after processing I  would encourage the legislature to make those funds available to an 
agency for snowmobile trail programming. A s a matter o f fact most snowmobilers I 
know would gladly pay $40.00 every two years just to have groomed trails with good 
signing. Any funding in support o f snowmobding w ill help preserve existing access and 
promote additional access which according to the recent SCORP survey is  exactly what 
snowmobilers wanted.

Point o f sale registration w ill also help ail interested parties quantify the numbers o f 
snowmobiles used statewide which in turn enhances our understanding of the extent of 
snowmobilings social and economic impacts. A lso, by quantifying the number of 
snowmobiles we begin to address the formula for determining snowmobilings gas tax 
contribution. To determine the value of this tax account two Issues require defining.
These are the number o f  snowmobiles that gas i s  being bought for and the number of 
gulJons being bought. For our immediate purpose current registration stands at 
approximately 13,000. Snownnobile sales figures for the 1995-1996 and 1996-1997 
seasons are 15,700 unit soid and data is probably available for die dirce seasons prior to



that. In other words data is available to show that approximately 35,000 snowmobiles 
were sold in this stale over the past five seasons and I ’ m confident this is  conservative.

The second question is how much fuel are snowmobilers using. Over the years states 
publish information on user characteristics and I'v e  noticed that east and west coast riders 
each travel about 1100 miles per year. I  have clone some informal surveys and found that 
Alaskans also ride on the average 1 100 mile per year. The average gas mileage on 
today’ s machines is  probably 1 1  mpg. T h is shows that the average Alaskan stiowmobiler 
purchases 100 gallons o f gas per season o f which S8.00 goes for a tax. I f  35,000 
snowmobilers are contributing S8.00 each then the general fund receives S280.000 each 
year from this user group. The boater and aircraft owners are being taxed sim ilarly but I  
am not aware i f  they are benefiting from the tax. Let me know if  you need some actual 
figures from other states or I  can at least supply you with contact in other states to verify 
their program procedures. T h is tax should be used to develop a snowmobile program that 
maintains trails and promotes snowmobile safety education and conservation awareness.

In addition to removing the hassle o f waiting in line and the benefits of quantifying the 
social and economic impacts o f snowmobiling this legislation will also act as a theft 
deterrent. Right now no method o f tracking a machine exists and HB 231 will require 
notification of transfer o f ownership which w ill keep the Department o f Public Safety's 
records updated with current owner names.

Th is is  important legislation to the future o f snowmobiling and I respectfully request 
your committees support in assuring that the future remains a bright one. I f  you are 
interested in lighting the way with a 280,(MX) candle power headlight I  am confident you 
would gamer considerable interest and support from the paying customers. The gas tax is 
an entirely different issue but no better time then the present to be proactive toward 
snowmobiling.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Respectfully,

Scott Heidom 
PO Box 757380 
Fairbanks AK99775-73S0 
474-555S

cc Representative Beverly Masek


