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SJR 22 - Urging Alaska For Military Training

Senate Joint Resolution 22 would encourage the U.S. De­
partment of Defense to make maximum use of Alaska's consider­
able base facilities and training areas for future strategies, as the 
the department undertakes its periodic review of all national mili­
tary resources.

Under budgetary and force-reduction pressures, the 
Department of Defense, through its Quadrennial Defense Review 
(QDR), will analyze virtually all of it activities, resources, plans, 
and strategies to determine where it may make adjustments in its 
operations. Additional base closures system-wide are possible 
as the QDR is initiated.

SJR 22 would invite the department to consider Alaska's 
vast military-related resources, favorable civilian-military re­
lations, and strategic global location as it pursues the review.

If there are questions, please contact Tim Benintendi at 3770.
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Army Officials Fret QDR May Force Base Closures
By GEORGE I. SUFFERS
D«f<M« Nrwt Slid (W1«r

WASHINGTON — A Quadrennial De­
le as o Review (QDR) focused op budget 
cutting rather than strategy could result In 
the cloaing of mŝ Jor U.S. Army bases, such 
as Fort Carson, Colo,, Foit Polk, La., or 
Fort Drum, N.Y., Army aourcea and Inde­
pendent analysts warn.

As the QDR, a congressionally mandated 
Department of Defenae aUdy of force 
structure and strategy, progresses, Anny

Say Focus Favors Budget Cuts Over Strategy L“snnrtr ^ n,£ r ,uo" "*The Army receives 24 pei
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officials said It has become more an exer­
cise In cost cutting than In strategy review, 
meaning force structure may be cut and 
bases dosed.
The possibility of further rounds of base 

closings Is being mentioned more often In 
discussions of (lie study and what its ef­
fects might be, they aald.
John White, deputy secretary of defenae, 

admitted the possibility Feb. 24 before an 
Association of the U.S. Army audience 
here.
*Wc are looking at whether or nol we 

must propose another round of base clo­

sures," White said.Statements like those ore making Anny 
officials nervous.
"If the Army had to do another base clo­

sure and realignment, the Army may have 
to go after some major posts like Port Car­
so* or Fort Rltey (Kan.| or Port Stewart 
(Ga.| or Fort Drum," an Army source said 
March 3.
Army sources warn the sendee could 

save little through cutting smaller, less po­
litically volatile bases because most were 
axed during earlier rounds of closures. 
The only rrujor savings, they said, would 
have to come from dosing larger bases 
with strong political support
Area analysts agree major loses almost 

certainly would go.
'I would say that's very likely," David 

Stelgman, senior analyst for government, 
defense and aerospace agencies at Fairfax, 
Vs.-based consulting Ann Teal Grout, said 
March 6. Stelgman said Fort Canton and 
Fort Polk are the most Ukely candidates 
bceaaae they recently hod major units re­
assigned lo other post 
Fort Canon In 1006 lost the 4th infantry 

Division (Mechanized), leaving only Ihe 
10th Special Forces Group. Fbrt Polk lost 
the 2nd Armored Cavalry Regiment to Fort 
Hood, Tcxrw, to 1093, leaving only the 
108th Air Defense Artillery Brigade and 
supporting units.

"Fort Caroon ls sticking out like a sore 
thumb, and Fort Polk also looks like a like­
ly candidate to be dosed," Stelgman said. 
TTio perceived emphnala on budget cut­

ting In the QDR is a disappointment to 
Army officials who once saw it as the ser­
vice's savior. With the review focused on 
strategy, service officials predicted the 
Army, which has been sending more 
troops on overseas deployments than the 
other services, would get a larger portion 
of Ihe budget ' r •'

"Unfortunately, there are some In the Of- 
flee of the Secretary of Defease who be­
lieve that their tasking Is to cut Uie de­
fense budget in concert with the strategy. 
And If there's something in the strategy 
you cannot afford, you keep whittling at 
the strategy until you get it down to wbab 
ever Ihe appropriate level Is," the Army 
source said.

Of major concern to Army officials Is 
that base closures and force structure cuts 
would hamper readiness and cost lives In 
timer of conflict Officials also warn, how­
ever, that cutting bases new could drive up 
costs In the future.
A decision by the president to puli one 

of the three overseas Army divisions back 
to the United Slates, for example, would 
be very costly If major bases have been 
closed

"If you're going to keep that dlvlalon and 
you've already given away the apace 
where that division could come back to, 
now you're Jn a bind. Now you hare to re­
build a dhrlalon’i  worth of Infrastructure 
that you got rid of Just a few years before," 
the Army do orce aald.
Tho Anny Is hampered In budget-cutting 

efforts by having a smaller budget than the

Army receives 24 percent of the 
overall Defense Department budget, the 
Air Force and Navy 20 percent and 30 per 
cent respectively.The Amy also Invests 70 percent of its 
budget in nondlacretionaxyarcrtq such as pay and operations and fnArHgement 
That leaves only 21 pereent'koBUect lo 

*. major cost-cutting Initiatives unless force 
structure Is cut.' •

Army officials insist (lie ochrlde must

"If the Army had to do another 
base closure and realignment, 

the Army may have to go 
after some major posts like 
Fort Carson or Fort Riley 

IKan J or Fort Stewart [Ga.] or 
Fort Drum."

U.S. Anny •ource
keep force strength at 406,000 lo meet the 
Pentagon's two major regional conflict re­
quirement, which calls for the military to 
be capable of flgfitiog two ncarty aimalt*- 
neous wars In two regjona.
The Anny bas protected force strength 

so fiercely If has been accused by critics 
of virtually Ignoring the need to purchase 
more modern weapons. LL Gen. Jay Gar­
ner, Army osalstant vice chief of staff, re­
peated March 3 the service's commitment. 
tr preserving force strength.

*We really think we are al rock bottom 
now," he aald.


