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Senate Bill 338 
Tuition W aiver fo r EM T W idow/Child

Currently, the State of Alaska grants tuition waivers to the University of Alaska for the 

families of members of the armed services killed in the line of duty. Senate Bill 338 

provides this tribute to families of emergency medical service providers that are killed in 

the line of duty. It establishes a tuition waiver for the spouse and child to obtain an 

undergraduate degree from a state-supported Alaskan educational institution.

Often emergency medical service providers are placed in dangerous and life-threatening 

situations, while providing life-saving medical care. Some of the situations emergency 

medical service providers are involved in are: domestic disputes, assaults, fires, hostage 

situations, hazardous materials spills and extrications from motor vehicles, from rivers 

and from the sides of cliffs. Ten emergency medical service providers have been killed in 

the State of Alaska since 1985.

Extending a tuition waiver to their families is a tribute to their life and service to the 

citizens of the State of Alaska.
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M  E M  O  R  A  N  D  U  M  March 11, 1998

S U B J E C T : Sectional Summary of SB 338.

TO: Senator Lyda Green

Attn: Renee

F R O M :  Michael F. Ford

Legislative Counsel

You have requested a sectional summary of the above-described bill.

As a preliminary matter, note that a sectional summary of a bill should not be considered an 

authoritative interpretation of the bill and the bill itself is the best statement of its contents. 

If you would like an interpretation of the bill as it may apply to a particular set of 

circumstances, please advise.

S e c t io n  1. Provides that a spouse or dependent child of a member of an emergency medical 
service who dies while performing duties as a member of an emergency medical service, is 

entitled to receive a waiver of undergraduate tuition and fees at a state university or college. 

Adds definitions of "emergency medical service" and "spouse".

S e c t i o n 2. Applicability section providing that the death of the person who triggers eligibility 
for tuition waiver, may occur at any time and that a person cannot get a refund of tuition 

already paid. Also a person enrolled as a graduate student when this Act takes effect is 

excluded from this Act.

S e c t i o n  3 . Effective date.

MFF:pl:glc

9S-053plm
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I N T E R I O R  R E G I O N  E M E R G E N C Y  

M E D I C A L  S E R V I C E S  C O U N C I L ,  I N C .

3522 INDUSTRIAL AVE. • FAIRBANKS, ALASKA 99701 
PHONE (907) 456-3978 • FAX (907) 456-3970

March 17, 1998

Renee Howell 

C/0 Senator Lyda Green 

Alaska State Senate 

State Capitol, Juneau 99801-1182

Ms. Howell:

Just a sort note to thank you for taking the time to meet with me during m y  recent visit to Juneau. 

It is clear that this year will be challenging given the current price of oil.

Your assistance in sheparding SB 338 through the process is much appreciated. E M S  is a part of 

the public safety community and its provider’s are customarily in harms way as a regular part of 

their job. Including them with law enforcement officers and firefighters is not only appropriate, 

but the right thing to do. This bill will materially improve the provision of E M S  in Alaska by 

signaling E M S  providers that they are an equivalent part of the Public Safety team and should be 

treated the same.

Again, thanks for your time and assistance. Please do not hesitate to contact me if I can be of 

assistance. I will forward m y  testimony for your file under separate cover.
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Clinical Care Division 
Homer Field Offioe

VJBM
TftlUak

.
4252 H tfte St., Suite B 
Homer, Alaska 99609

C h u g a c h m i u t
M A R  1 8  J99f.

Honorable Senator Green 

Alaska State Senate

Dear Senator Green,

I would like to support SB338. Fortunately there are few E M S  personnel killed in 

the line of duty in our state, but if it does happen, I would like to help the survivors in any 

way possible, SB338 would do just that and at minimal fiscal cost to the State.

Thank you for supporting this bill.

S in c e re ly ,

S k ip T lic h a rd s  
E M S  C o o rd in a to r

A Tribal OtvtnliUllW Serving tt* Ohugaeh Hatiw Ptoploa u/Maaka
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Cooikt Lrmdinc Vol. Antb Svr. 
HO HoxGlO 
(Jooiwr 1.U ruling. AK.
MS72

Plwno: W7-!W6-1«W 
PAX: Wl W5-l«l<5 
email; ru»»eheriarc«lciirt

Tuesday, March 17,1998

Dear Senator Green,

We. of Cooper Landing Volunteer Ambulance and Rescue Service, endorse your 

support of Senate Bill 338. W e  believe It Is highly appropriate that the State of Alaska 

support its Emergency Medical Service’s efforts.

Sincerely,

Michelle Stewart 

Administrator
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M A R  1  a  tg n 8

M a r c h  1 3 ,  1 9 9 8

I :

S e n a t o r  L y d i i  G r e e n ,  C h a i r p e r s o n  

S e n a t  a  S t a t e ;  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  

A l a i s i a  S t a t e :  L e g i s l a t u r e  

S t a t e  C a p i t o l  ( M S  3 1 0 0 )

J u n e a u ,  A K  0 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2

D e a r S e n a t o r  G r e e n :

L  w i s h :  t o  t h a n k  y o u  a n d  t h e  S e n a t e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  f o r  

i n t r o c  i u c i n g  S e n a t e  B i l l  3 3 8 .  I  s t r o n g l y  s u p p o r t  t h i s  b i l l .  P l e a s e  d o  a l l  

y o u  c  i n  t o  p a s s  t h i s  i m p o r t a n t  b i l l .
. - * . i

I • :t .. : • •; • i ■ »
• * * : •

1 w i l l  b e  c o n t a c t i n g  m y  l o c a l  S e n a t o r ,  J e n y  M a c k i e  t o  m a k e  s u r e  h e

a l s o  g e t s  b e h i n d  t h i s  w e l l  d e s e r v e d  p i e c e  o f  l e g i s l a t u r e .  !

* * * ri . • * ; .

T h a n k  y o u  a g a in  f o r  y o u r  e f f o r t s .

S i n c e r e l y ,

M a a i k e  R .  M y e r s  

P . O .  B o x  1 2  : 

K o d i a k ,  A K  9 9 6 1 5

4 8 6 - 9 8 0 0  w o r k

4 8 7 - 2 6 2 7  h o m e
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TO

EJatiyei. Association
March 32, 1998 I •

M A R  1 2  1998

190746538Q570 P. 01

3-L49 Reziinof Dr. East Kodiak, Alaska 99615 Fjtone (907) 486-9800

Senator Lyda Green,
, Alaska S ta te  Legislature 
: Statelcfetd IMS 3100] 
. Juneau, A K  99801-1182

. Dear Se liatoir Green,; 

i RE: : Senate Bill #338
i-'

. i As atlEviS Providerwith 20 years experience, I very much support this bill for waving university 

tuitiop f nd fees for some family members of E M S  members killed in A c  line of duty,' It1 is not j 
j often th rt Providers are killed in the line of duty, this bill would, help those families that 'have had 

such an incident in their lives.

Thank y ou for your support of this bill.

: j Sincerely,

! * r* ’ ‘

• i kodOakareAna '
: RITA STEVENS

,, .Teresa)):.Stooej';.
IEMSlSifedalist/Coprdinator'

:K i

I .

CIATION

' . ■ • •• *i

. i •

a  ■ : - v
1 ' ;

(Date ^ s j n  [w jm* :
PosH F  Fax M o i e j m  + = ^ -± r:---------
      77 7 rrom ■g>'VTrv\_e

CoVDtpl C'g

A & 5  -

cT~~Vi^vj'a - 

p''00** A.< n ~ —

Fix* [\<j

=e > • • j v. ■= -j , . :• J. • j-Serving tbefcommurntjea of: Akhlok • Karluk • Kodiak * Larsen Bay * Old Harbor • OuzlnWe fPortLions
■ ' '  : ' • ! . !  >. .* I ' _____

TOTAL P .01
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B r is to l Bay A rea 
H e a lt l i C o rp o ra tio n

6000 Kanakaruk Roid 
' P.O.Goa 130 

Dillingham. AK 99S76 
(907) !<)-5J01 

FAX (907) HJ-SJM 
«0;M7»-5201

Brilld Hy An* 
Htohli Cvrpcnticn h
a iribil nrginlittion 

rtprtitnllng 32 
villigts In 

S ou fhw ril Altikt:

Ataknaglk

Chljnlk Ray

C h lgn lk  la g o o n

Chlgnlk Lake

Clark'i Point

Dillingham

Egcglk

Ektjk

Ekwok

GoodnawiGay

Ipluglg

lliamnt
«•»

Ivanof bty

King Salmon 
♦

Kokhanek 

Koliganek 

LrvHock 

Manokotak 

Naknsk 

New Stuyahok 

wawhaltn

Nondalton

Ptdro Gay
Parryvllla

♦
Pilot Point 
Platinum 

Port H»idan 
Porta g« Crriek 
South Ntknok 

Toglak 
Twin Hill*
Ugash lk

To promote hicht 

Hith competence, 

curing attitudes 

cultural mlttuty

C O M M U N I T Y  H E A L T H  A I D E  P R O G R A M

P L E A S E  D E L IV E R  THE FOLLOW ING P A G E (S )  T O :

NAM E:5 \ t A r . a 4 - 7 *  PHONE # : __________________

COMPANY: FA X # : q p - ]

FROM : BBAHC -  CHAP DEPARTMENT

FAXED B Y : CHAP D IR EC T O R  
"JUDY  BEACH 
"MARILYN LUDDEN

V /T 1 T E R E SA  SEY BERT
MARK YOUNG

1 - 8 0 0 - 4 7 8 - 5 2 0 1  o r  
PHONE # :  ( 9 0 7 ) 8 4 2 - 5 2 0 1

1 - 8 0 0 - 8 4 2 - 3 8 7 3  o r  
FAX # :  ( 9 0 7 ) 8 4 2 - 9 3 0 1

V IN C E N T  THRUTCHLEY 
_A N N  EVANS 

v a c a n t  
SU E  A RCE  
LYNN SC H U STER

comments : U  ^  O n I  *  tr______ jL X H  S ____________

■ r e  ^ o v v A j l k ;  k s~___L>A_

4 4 \  V ) i ^ r  r>-p- S j L w x c L t a L  u v \ 5> >

I v>&- ^  p  < X -  \ O - V  i Q W o - ^

A • w y * .  kit i A < i  a  L - i  A -  4 - K v  L i  r L _

A 3  a
O
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k I i
-  -  d a t e : #  O F  P A G E S (IN C L U D IN G  C O V ER )___
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P L E A S E  D E U V E S  T H E  P O U O W i W G  P A G E S  TO:

Hard Copy To Foftetw Ym  ._ M o  ,/t

O^partmenr:. 

C o m p a n y ; .

Phono:

FfOffi: Janette McARTHUR

Department:

• •

C o m m a n d :

/ J u ^ z p & d  /j.. ' 3 3  f r  _

Pftone:f 1842-9305 E XT: 

Fax: 842-945? . ,_______

Date; S w i B r v  liiwitL
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M A R  1 2  1998

Sherry Ingham 
Box 130
Dillingham, a k . 99576

M a r c h  12, 199B

Senator Lyda G r een 
Capital Building 
Juneau Alaska, 99811

Dear Senator Green,

I'm w r i ting to show my  support of SB if 338, waiving u n i versity 
tuition and fees for family members of an emergency medical service 
m ember killed in the line of duty.

T h a n k  you for your support of EMS in Alaska.

j

TOTAL P .02
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M A R  1 1  199f*

T O : Senator' Lyda Greer 0
From: Patricia Buholm 

EMS Provider

Date: March 12, 1998

Subject: Senate Bill 338

I'd just wanted to let you know that I'm in support of Senate Bill 
338, for EMS Providers who have been killed in the line of duty.

I have been an EMT in D i l lingham for the past 7 years, and 
thankfully we have not had this happen in our city. But, with the 
g r o w t h  rate of Dillingham, it m a y  happen. If it does I'd like to 
know that family members of the d e ceased are w elcomed with funding 
p r ovided for them to join our volunteer service and have the 
funding provided for them for the training.

If you have any questions, pl e a s e  call m e  at (907) 842-9453.
Thanks for you time and consideration.

rOTAL P . 02



03-12-1998 09:24Af-1 EI1S Di l l ingham 1 907 842 9457 P. 02

Janette McArthur 
BOX 795
Dillingham, AK. 99576

M a r c h  12, 1998

Senator Lyda Green 
Capital Building 
Juneau Alaska, 99811

De a r  Senator Green,

I a m  in support of SB # 338, waiving university tuition and fees 
for some family members of an emergency medical service me m b e r  
k i l l e d  in the line of duty.

T h a n k  you for your support of EMS in Alaska.

Sincerely,

Ja n ette McArthur 
33M T  III

fOTDL P. 02
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N e n a n a  V o l u n t e e r  F i r e / E M S

P. O . B o x  007 0  Ncrvann, A la sk a  9 9760

O ffice : (907) 832 -5632 • F a x :(9 0 7 )8 3 2 -5 5 0 3  • E m e rg en cy : 911

Dear Senator Duncan, February 2 4 ,1 9 9 8

1 would like to rtwnk you fo r y ou r tim e in addressing m y letter in  consideration o f  H B  334, W ith  
fam ily and friends a s po lice o fficers and m arried to  a  fire fighter 1 have an obv ious personal 
interest in seeing dus approved. H owever on a  p ro fessional level as a  Fire C h ie f  as w ell a s an 
EM T, I have a basic concern that w as not addressed when tlic o rig inal B ill w as in troduced . M y 
concern is the exclusion o f  EM T ’s, w hich is considered a th ird  fac to r o f  Pub lic Safety in  o rder 
w ith police officers and firefighters.

EM T’s  p lay  a  m ajo r ro le in Public Safety on a  day to d ry  basis, responding w ith  th e  po lice  
departm ent for the v ic tim s o f  such incidents a s  assaults, dom estic violence, a s  w ell a s sexual 
assaults/abuse, suicides and attem pted suicides. E M T ’s respond w ith  tire fire departm en t to  fires 
and hazardous materials incidents, either for the victim s, o r standing by and assisthut vith rehab 
o f  the firefighters. But m ore often than no t the triad o f  Police, Ftre, and EMS is ev iden t a t  m o to r 
veh ic le accidents.

O ne scenario that com es to m ind is i f  these three departm ents are involved in  v* an to  extrication , 
and a  passing m otorist loses control and luts these peop le , B ill 334 Iras m ade p rov isions fo r only 
tw o o f  the three groups tha t have dedicated their life to  the p ro tection  o f  others.

In my em ploym ent by the C ity o f  N enana, D epartm ent o f  Pub lic Safety, 1 have found  m y se lf  in all 
o f  tho above situations. One exam ple o f  this situation is w hen this departm ents E M T ’s had to 
literally fight fam ily m embers under the influence o f  alcohol to  rem ove on e lder w ho  had  fa llen  
and broken a hip.

1 am  in  full support o f  B ill 334, bu t i t  is roy hope that cither th is B ill can be am ended to include 
the EM S service in  accordance w ith 7AAC26.330 and o r 7AAC26.230 (a) &  fo) o r an additional 
Bill be introduced fo r EMS.

I w ould  again like to  thank you  for your tim e in addressing these concerns. 1 hope tha t the issue o f  
inclusion o f  EM T ’s  can be addressed w ithout bring B ill 334 to a grinding halt.

.Respectfully,

1^ N elson 
F ire C h ie f
N cnana Volunteer Firc/EMS Departm ent

cc: Senate S la te A ffairs Com m ittee M embers

"We still make house call! "
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CENTRAL EMERGENCY SERVICES
C e n t r a l  K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a  F i r e  & E M S  P r o v i d e r s  

231 SOUTH BINKLEY 
SOLDOTNA, AK 99669-8084 
907-262-4792 • Fax 907-262-5770

" P r e p a r e d  l o r  t h e  W o r s t ,  
P r o v i d i n g  t h e  B e s t "

March 3, 1998

Senator Lyda Green 

Alaska State Capital 

R o o m  125

Juneau. A K  99801-1182 

Dear Senator Green;

I would like to support the development and passage of a bill that would afford the same benefits to 

Emergency Medical Technicians and Paramedics as is proposed in H B  334c for firefighters and 

police officers who are killed in the line of duty. Steven O'Connor. Central Emergency Services 

Assistant Chief, testified in favor of H B  334c at the public hearing teleconference held on Tuesday. 

February 24. 1998. It became apparent at the teleconference‘that H B  334c could not be legally 

amended to include E M T s  and Paramedics, and that a companion bill would need to be introduced 

from the committee. At that hearing, a request was made from the committee to those testifying 

that letters supporting a companion bill be sent to your office.

I think everyone would agree that the three main components of a community public safety system 

includes police, fire, and emergency medical services. It is very common to have all three entities 

working side by side at emergency scenes and exposed to the same hazards. These hazards include 

but are not limited to motor vehicie accidents, domestic violence situations, assaults, fires, and 

hazardous materials incidents. These atuations place public safety responders in harms way with 

the potential for loss of life.

To me, the bottom line centers on the fact that public safety has three responding components. 

Police. Firefighters, and Emergency Medical Technicians and Paramedics. Each places the providers 

in harms way in different settings. Each have individuals killed in the line of duty, in spite of 

aggressive programs designed to prevent it. To omit Emergency Medical Technicians and 

Paramedics is to miss one third of the public safety tean and sends the wrong message to those who 

also risk their lives to save others. I strongly encourage you to support a companion bill providing 

the : .ime benefits to Emergency Medical Technicians and Paramedics as provided in H B  334c.

Yours 

Lcn A.

in Public Safety,

Malmquist, Chie
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H a i n e s  V o l u n t e e r  F i r e  D e p a r t m e n t

B o x  8 4 9  

H a i n e s ,  A K .  9 9 8 2 7

Chief Scott Bradford Telephone 766-2115 Fax 766-3373

Senator Jerry Ward 
Transportation Committee 
Juneau. Alaska 99827

Feb. 24, 1998

RE: House Bill 334

Dear Jerry

The Haines Volunteer Fire Department urges you to support House Bill 
334. There seems to be one group of emergency providers that seem to 
not clearly be included and that being Emergency Medical Providers. As 
you are probably well aware of medical responses far outweigh fire 
responses. Many agencies may have ambulances services. Many 

responders are E M S  affiliated only and they too put their lives on the line 
for the betterment of our community. The Haines Volunteer Fire 
Department unanimously voted to support adding E M E R G E N C Y  
M E D I C A L  P R O V I D E R S  to House Bill 334.

Thank you for your time &  consideration in this matter.

Sincerely,

Fire Department Train ing Officer)

TOTOL P.01



6130 Tuttle Place • Anchotafe, Alaska 99307-2041 • (907) 562-6449 • FAX 562-9893

S o u t h e r n  R e g i o n  

i M M C M C Y

M e d i c a l  S e r v i c e s  C o u n c i l ,  I n c .

February 26,1998

Senator Jerry Ward 

Alaska State Legislature 

State Capitol (MS3100)

Juneau, A K  99801-1182

Dear Senator Ward:

I understand you are considering introducing a companion bill for House Bill 334 ("An 

act relating to waiver of tuition and fees for certain family members of a peace officer 

or a fire fighter killed in the line of duty.") to allow the inclusion of emergency medical 

technicians and paramedics. I don't pretend to understand the complexities involved 

which make it difficult to modify the existing bill, and really appreciate your 

willingness to find a solution and m o v e  this important issue forward.

Although I could not get to the teleconference last Tuesday, m y  previous letter to 

Senator Green clearly voiced the position of the region. W e  are very m u c h  in support 

of providing this benefit to survivors police officers, firefighters, E M T s  and paramedic 

w h o  die in the line of duty. We're al! thankful it this kind of tragedy doesn't happen 

very often, but w h e n  it does the impact is tremendous. Alaska could convey its 

appreciation for the important work done by public safety providers, and do so with a 

very small fiscal note. It's a good solution.

If a companion bill is introduced those of us in E M S  will do whatever w e  can to help 

you with it. If I can be of any assistance don't hesitate to contact m e  at 562-6449. Your 

support of those providing emergency medical services is greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,

Ronni Sullivan 

Executive Director

cc: Sena tor Green



Southeast Region Emergency Medical Services Council
207 Mollcr Drive, Room 113 Srlka, Alaska 99835 907-747-8005

February 26, 1998

The H onorable Je r ry  W ard 
A la sk a  State Senate 
Stale C ap ito l, Room  423 
Jun eau , A K  99801

D ear Senator W ard ,

1 am  w riting to you about H ouse B ill 334 T h e bill provides for free tuition and fees for certain 
fa m ily  m em bers o f  m ilitary  personnel, peace o ffice rs  or fire fighters k ille d  m the line o f  duty

Throughout the state, E M S  personnel v o lu n tee r to assist their fellow  A laskan s during tim es o f  
em ergency T h e y  often place them selves in je o p ard y, w orking in dangerous conditions li! e fire 
fighters and law  enforcem ent personnel. E M S  responders are called to the scenes o f  tra ffic  
acciden ts, dom estic violen ce, etc. T hey are exposed to risks from  bloodbom e pathogens and 
other infectious diseases T hey also  perform  m edevacs in sm all planes in u n frien d ly  weather

W c are requesting that E M S  personnel be included along with m ilitary  personnel, peace o ffice rs  
and fire figh ters in this b ill because they a lso  place their liv es on the line to help others. I f  there is 
anything you can do to help get them included in this bill or i f  you could introduce new 
legislation  that w ould provide these benefits to E M S  personnel, we would greatly  appreciate it

Sincere ly ,

Tun/Ever5on 
E x e cu tiv e  D irector



501 Hilltop 
P O  Box 47 Drive 
Craig, A K  99921

February 23,1998

Senator Ward 
State Capitol Building 

Juneau, A K  99811

Dear Senator,
■I’m  writing to express m y  support of H B  334 but I am concerned by the lack of 

inclusion of EMS. Many of the E M S  organizations in communities arc not affiliated with 
the local fire departments and would fail to qualify for these benefits should something 
happen to those volunteers doing their job.

I

,EMS responders are also in harms way with every call. Many communities have 
no organized police or fire departments and depend on their E M T ’s to do it all. Those 
volunteers do extrication from entrapment, low and high angle rescue, medevac their 

neighbors in all modes of transportation and in all the treacherous weather. They are as 

deserving of this benefit as a peace officer or firefighter.

t
Please keep up the great work. This bill is a great start but please find some way 

to include E M S  as an equal part of the public safety triangle. Thanks for your 

consideration.
I

Sincerely,

Bobbi Leichty, M 3 C P  
Captain-Craig E M S

TOTAL P .01



T H E  F O L L O W I N G  P A G E S  M A Y  

N O T  F I L M  L E G I B L Y  B E C A U S E  O F  

T H E  P O O R  Q U A L I T Y  O F  T H E  O R I G I N A L



H H k - e J - V b  tlUN 0 0 : It. M E Y E R S  C H U C K  «K 9 0 7 9 4 6 8 3 0 0 P . 0 1

l'ai & Kay Chapman 
P O.Mox 9
Moyers Chuck. Ak 99903 
I 'eh 2 k. 1998

1 Car s euniot VV ar-.i

• .ik not .mu .i»c-i hiii li.tse heard that you were considering a bill to address EMTs 
is i»>:■ included in .i Pill onilar n> SB 334.
A . would I kt :>i i»iim m asking sou io do this. Most EMS pcrsonel art volunteers and 

pan! I'm. nil on |'ii! ilv ir  i i! c m dancer to assist others. It svould be nice it' we could 
hum 'I at mu i.imi i,-s -a mil J be concidorcd lor assisted education m the event of our

• lentil ••• ihe iMU' <d w r \;ce

Thank you.
Pat & Ray Chapman 
Meyers chuck I D. & EMS 
volunteers



it h is  come la my aneniinn that Hmm* Hill f t a  w ill be presented, today , as 
Prwidcnl of ihc City o f Kakcs' Emergency Medical Council I would like to say we atv 
LU ftp p Q lto f the waiver n f  luin'nn tn fam ily  mf-mhrrx n f Pram  O ffim rc and Fire Fighters 

who lose there lives in the line o f duly, however this bill would greatly fall short with < ut 
including EM S pen an ac l^ s well.

Tuesday, February 24, 1998

T im  W . M oore K ake.EM S President.


