


Hash Seelegidatiie e vuee

Btuit ¥

7I(i W llli Aw ..Sic 150

Anclhor ige, AK 'ri5»j|-213,"
ek

YBMuii S Lagp

Ktfui. AK V=W |

I’hopc (*X)7) 28L7» f,
E A 3

Sponsor Statement

SB 309

“An Act relating to the use of force by peace officers and correctional

officers.”

SB 309 will protect law enforcement officers from legal action when acting
within their training and operational guidelines. The use of non-lethal
munitions, such as rubber bullets and bean bag rounds, are an accepted
method of rendering certain suspects harmless without doing long-term or
permanent injury. A bean bag round or other non-lethal projectile is
designed to serve as a far reaching baton which does not require the officer
to get too close to a person who might want to harm themselves or others.
However, accidents do happen. It is this unlikely accident that SB 309

addresses.

Under current law, a fully trained police officer acting within
departmental guidelines could be held civilly liable for injuries resulting
from the use of non-lethal projectiles. SB 309 would protect law
enforcement officers and continue to allow police departments the full range
oftools needed to protect the citizens o f Alaska.
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Stops
suicide

Beanbag draws

bruise, not blood

By RACHEL D'ORO
Daily News reporter

A woman sat on the steps
outside of hex Muldoon home
Tuesday with a butcher knife
in her hand.

Twenty feet away, Anchor —
age police crouched behind a
mailbox, a parked car and a
snow berm incase thewoman
charged them with the knife.

Sobbing, she told officers
she wanted to hurt hei"self.
She asked police to kill her.
Then she pressed the knife to
her wrist.

A member of the Crisis In—
tervention Response Team
took aim and shot the woman
in the thigh. But instead of a
bullet, he fired a beanbag
made from lead shot and can—
vas. The round, flat bullet
shot out of a 37 mm tear-gas
gun only bruised the woman.
She dropped the knife and
ended up in the hospital for
psychiatric evaluation.

Anchorage police have
joined a growing number of
law enforcement agencies
across the country to add
beanbag ammunition to their
cache of what are called
“less-lethal”” weapons. The
idea of shooting beanbags is
decades old but in the last
few years has been refined to
make them more accurate
and easier to use.

The technology became
part of the Anchoi"age arse—
nal two yeai®s ago, but CIRT
officers use it very infre—
quently and, so far, only in
certain cases of attempted
suicide. Alaska State Troop—
ers have never used the bul —
lets, although they %7e had
them on hand for a year.

“3f's a very good interme—
diate tool for resolving a cri-
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sis," said CIRT supervisor Sgt. Ken Spada fo-
ra, “We would rather send someone home
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with a few bruises than have them lull them-

selves.'

Butheanbag bullets are not without contro-

versy. Delivering the punch of a heavyweight
Poxer or.a fastball, th ely have causrfed at leas
ive deaths Outside, |nc uding that o asurcrda
Canadranmfrnw 0 died ast%earafterOtt

Carieton police shothrm with a beanbag from
a 12- gauge shot%un he heanbag, struck hirr.
rightabove the heart, Iodgrngrnhrschest

Sometimes they don'two

Iywhen the targets are feeIrng no pain, either

ecause thegr are serrous%ewounded or
ug

police a

p[ Iprst trme polrce in Sprrngfreld Mo,
used bean ag ullets four years a o nine 12-
failed to stop a rail earoI

%ugcround
an who had areadyshothrmsefrnt e head
sald Lt. Ron Hartman oftheSprrngfreId Police
Department. Hartman
Irce inthe proper tec nr ue two
trarnsoffrcersnatronwrde The elder|
}/ sat down, and an_officer grabbed hint
ile he was momentarily distracted, he said.
Bean ag_mishaps arc Tare, and the bullets

earsago angd

save more lives than not, authorities say. Mis-

frarceﬁe%annt;a epesrt]te\ﬁse? t}I]eto urlrg'ltser\lmhlcnhf alrde
sl |

erious injury or death |as poss?b eprfth/e% ?ets
strike vulnerable body parts | nstead of Iarge

muscle masses lilce 1gs or abdomens, Hart-

man said.

“The bottom line is, they are im portant tools
for preventrng further deaths," he said.
caley it's liked eIrverrn a baton strrke from a
saf drstance Everz gsgetr g

Anch ora% olicé have used be nbag buIIets
at least a do7.cn times since they got them,
S adafora said. In one case a roun broke a

all oneofonesurcrda gerson Allthe others
cause only bruises, As far as he's concerned,
makrng too much ofthe rrsk factor 1s mislead-

g"A baton can kill you if it hits you in the

gm) ace too many times,” he sgid.

In e 6?5 some Eolrce agencies used a
crude and clumsy version of beanbag ammu-
nition for riof and crowd control, said Larry
Glide, executive director of the National Tac-

ever, and fell from favor untrI the improved
ver,sTr%n cameoutlrnhmtrdt199 nt y
e real hot item_right now," sai
Glick,w oar?dedthatabout30 officersyear
are trarned to use beanbags instead of buflets.
“They’re definitely a wave of the future.

Police have used the new beanbags for
tfch a short time thatno one yet keep$ com-
plete stalistics, Glick said.

Hartman's_ colleague Sprrn?freld Police
Capt. Steve ljames, Told the Oftawa Citizen
newsgapg dast ear however that fourpeo
[e had died from bean a%s'before he Ot-
awadeath Andnoneofthe eanbags in those
ear wrcasesgrerce th es in, Forexample a
Texas man_ died 4 after a beanba
6truck him in the throat sard [james, a lead-

qauthorrty on less-lethal weapons, who also

elped main’ Anchorage CIRT officers.

Locally, police usg two sizes of beanbag
bullets, Spadafora said. The smaller squar
bullets can be fired from 12-gaugo shotguns

while the larger, round ones are fired from 37
mm tear gas, guns

So far, only abqut 30 of the 325 offrcers |n
Anchorage have been_trained In the use of
beanbag ammunition. Eventually, all officers

katall, especial-

trained Anchorage po-
man fi-
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a bullet isn"t needed
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Sources: Anchonrgo Poltco Depaitmoiit. Tho Oregonian

RON EMGSTROM /Archorajo Duty New

Anchoragepolice have used
beanbag bulletsatleasta
dozen times since theygot
them, Sgt. Ken Spadafora
said.Inone case, a round
broke a smallbone ofone
suicidalperson. Allthe others
caused only bruises. As far
as hes concerned, making
too much ofthe risk factoris
misleading.

erIbetrarned Butthonew bullets will never

suop lant reaI %uns 0r buIIets which always
s be on hand as a back-up in every situa-
10N

Spadafora said, e
said. "They're nor replacing anything."

"Beanbags arc Just another option,"



