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“ A n A c t re lating to the use o f force by peace office rs and correctional 
o ffice rs .”

SB 309 w ill protect law enforcement officers from legal action when acting 
w ith in the ir tra in ing and operational guidelines. The use o f non-le thal 
munitions, such as rubber bullets and bean bag rounds, are an accepted 
method o f rendering certain suspects harmless w ithou t doing long-term or 
permanent in ju ry . A  bean bag round or other non-lethal pro jectile is 
designed to serve as a far reaching baton which does not require the o ffice r 
to get too close to a person who m igh t want to harm themselves or others. 
However, accidents do happen. It is this un like ly accident that SB 309 
addresses.

Under current law, a fu lly trained police o ffice r acting w ith in 
departmental guidelines could be held c iv illy  liable fo r in juries resu lting 
from  the use o f non-lethal projectiles. SB 309 would protect law 
enforcement officers and continue to a llow police departments the fu ll range 
o f too ls needed to protect the citizens o f Alaska.



B u l l e t
s t o p s  
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B e a n b a g  d r a w s  

b r u i s e ,  n o t  b l o o d

By R A C H E L  D’ORO
Daily News reporter

A  w o m a n  sat on the steps 
outside of hex’ Muldoon home 
Tuesday with a butcher knife 
in her hand.

Twenty feet away, Anchor­
age police crouched behind a 
mailbox, a parked car and a 
snow b e r m  in case the w o m a n  
charged them with the knife.

Sobbing, she told officers 
she wanted to hurt hei'self. 
She asked police to kill her. 
Then she pressed the knife to 
her wrist.

A  m e m b e r  of the Crisis In­
tervention Response T e a m  
took aim and shot the w o m a n  
in the thigh. But instead of a 
bullet, he fired a beanbag 
m a d e  from lead shot and can­
vas. The round, flat bullet 
shot out of a 37 m m  tear-gas 
gun only bruised the woman. 
She dropped the knife and 
ended up in the hospital for 
psychiatric evaluation.

Anchorage police have 
joined a growing number of 
law enforcement agencies 
across the country to add 
beanbag ammunition to their 
cache of what are called 
“less-lethal” weapons. The 
idea of shooting beanbags is 
decades old but in the last 
few years has been refined to 
m a k e  t h e m  m o r e  accurate 
and easier to use.

The technology became 
part of the Anchoi'age arse­
nal two yeai's ago, but CIR T  
officers use it very infre­
quently and, so far, only in 
certain cases of attempted 
suicide. Alaska State Troop­
ers have never used the bul­
lets, although they’ve had 
them on hand for a year.

“Jf's a very good interme­
diate tool for resolving a cri-

Please see Back Page, 
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s is ,"  s a id  C IR T  su p e rv iso r Sgt. K en  Spada  fo­
ra . “We w ou ld  r a th e r  sen d  som eon e  h om e 
w ith  a few  b ru is e s  th an  h av e  th em  lu ll th em ­
se lv e s ."

B u t b e a n b ag  bu lle ts  a r e  no t w ithou t c o n tro ­
v e rs y . D e liv e r in g  th e  pun ch  o f a  h eavyw e ig h t 
b o x e r o r  a fa s tb a ll, th ey  h av e  c a u se d  a t  le a s t 
f iv e  d e a th s  O u tside , in c lud ing  th a t o f a  su ic id a l 
C anad ian  m an  w ho  d ied  la s t y e a r  a f t e r  O ttaw a- 
C arie to n  p o lic e  sho t h im  w ith  a  b ean b ag  f r o m  
a  12-gauge sho tgun . T he  b e an b ag  s t ru c k  hirr. 
r i g h t  a b o v e  th e  h e a r t, lodg ing  in  h is  ch e s t.

S om e tim e s  th e y  d o n 't w o rk  a t  a ll, e s p e c ia l­
ly  w hen  th e  ta r g e t s  a r e  fe e lin g  no p a in , e i th e r  
b e c a u s e  th e y  a r e  s e r io u s ly  w o u n d e d  o r  
h y p ed -u p  on  d ru g s , p o lice  a g re e .

T h e  f i r s t  t im e  po lice  in  S p rin g fie ld , Mo., 
u se d  b e a n b a g  b u lle ts  fo u r  y e a rs  ago , n in e  12- 
g a u g c  ro u n d s  fa iled  to  s top  a  f ra i l , 72-year-old 
m an  who h ad  a lre a d y  sho t h im se lf in  th e  h ead , 
s a id  L t. R on  H a r tm an  o f  th e  S p r in g f ie ld  P o lic e  
D ep a r tm en t. H a r tm an  tra in e d  A n ch o rag e  p o ­
lic e  in  th e  p ro p e r  te ch n iq u e  tw o y e a r s  ag o  an d  
t r a in s  o f f ic e rs  n a tionw ide . T he e ld e r ly  m an  f i ­
n a lly  s a t dow n , a n d  an  o ff ic e r  g ra b b ed  h in t 
w h ile  h e  w as  m om en ta r ily  d is tra c te d , h e  sa id .

B eanb ag  m ish ap s  a r c  ra re , a n d  th e  b u lle ts  
s a v e  m o re  liv e s  th an  no t, au th o rit ie s  say . M is­
f i r e s  can  h ap p en  w hen th e  bu lle ts , w h ich  a r e  
p ack ed  in s id e  she lls , fa il to  p ro p e rly  unfo ld . 
S e r io u s  in ju ry  o r  dea th  is possib le  i f  th e  b u lle ts  
s tr ik e  v u ln e ra b le  body p a r ts  In s tead  o f  la rg e  
m u sc le  m a s se s  lilce leg s  o r abdom ens , H a r t ­
m an  said .

“T he b o ttom  lin e  is, th e y  a r e  im p o r ta n t too ls 
fo r  p re v e n tin g  fu r th e r  d ea th s ,"  h e  sa id . “B a s i­
ca lly , i t 's  lik e  d e liv e rin g  a  baton s tr ik e  from  a 
s a fe  d is tan ce . E v e ry bo d y ’s  g e ttin g  in on it."

A ncho rage po lice have used b eanb ag  bu lle ts  
a t  le a s t a  do7.cn tim es s ince th ey  got th em , 
S p ada fo ra  said . In  one case , a  ro und  b ro k e  a 
sm a ll bone o f  one su ic idal person . A ll th e  o th e rs  
c au sed  on ly  b ru ise s . As f a r  as  h e 's  conce rned , 
m ak ing  too  m uch  o f  th e  r isk  fa c to r is  m is le ad ­
ing.

"A  b a to n  c a n  k ill you  i f  i t h its  y ou  in  th e  
w , ,g p la c e  too  m any  tim e s ,” h e  sa id .

In  th e  '60s, som e po lice  ag e n c ie s  u se d  a 
c r u d e  an d  c lum sy  v e rs io n  o f b eanb ag  am m u -

9  Material: Canvas and |ead shot 
B  Sizes: 12-gauge shotgun and 37 mm tear- 
gas gun are the two sizes that Anchorage police 
use.
S312 gauge:
Surface: Two-inch square (pictured above upper 
right)
Weight: 40 grams or 1.4 ounces 
Velocity: 300 feel per second 
Operating range: 10 to 25 yards 
Cost S5 per bullet 
9  37 mm:
Surface: Three-inch diameter circle (pictured 
above lower left)
Weight: 150 grams or 5.2 ounces 
Velocity: 180 feet per second 
Cost: $18-20 per bullet 
B  What happens:
The bag Is wrapped tightly inlo a shell and is 
shot out of a 12-gauge shotgun or a 37 mm 
tear- gas gun. As It moves toward the target, the 
bag unfolds. Upon impact, the bag collapses and 
conforms to the target The lead shot acts as a 
fluid medium; distributing the energy over the 
whole surface.
H What con go wrong:
Tho 12-gaugo bag doesn't completely unfold 
until it reaches 25 yards.
If shot at close range, 30 or 40 feet away, Ihe 
Impact could cause serious Injury or death.

Sources: Anchonigo Poltco Depaitmoiit. Tho Oregonian
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n itio n  fo r  r io t  a n d  c row d  con tro l, s a id  L a r ry  
G lide , e x e c u t iv e  d ir e c to r  o f  th e  N a tio n a l T ac -

A n c h o r a g e  p o l i c e  h a v e  u s e d
e v e r , a n d  fe ll f rom  fa v o r un til th e  im p ro v ed  
v e rs io n  c a m e  o u t in  m id-1990s.

"T h e y 're  a  re a l h o t item  rig h t now ," sa id  
G lick , w ho a d d ed  th a t abou t 3,000 o ff ic e rs  y e a r  
a r e  t r a in e d  to  u se  b eanb ag s in s te ad  o f  b u lle ts .
“T h ey ’r e  d e f in i te ly  a  w ave o f  th e  fu tu re ."

P o lice  h a v e  u sed  th e  n ew  b ean b ag s  fo r  
s u c h  a  s h o r t  t im e  th a t  no  one y e t k e e p s  c o m ­
p le te  s ta l is t ic s , G lick  sa id .

H a r tm a n 's  co lleagu e , S p r in g f ie ld  P o lic e  
C ap t. S te v e  I jam e s , to ld  th e  O ttaw a C itizen  
n ew sp a p e r  la s t  y e a r , how ever, th a t fo u r p eo ­
p le  h ad  d ied  f rom  b ean b ag s  b e fo re  th e  O t­
taw a  d e a th . A nd  non e  o f th e  b e a n b ag s  in th o se  
e a r l i e r  c a s e s  p ie rc e d  th e  sk in . F o r ex am p le , a  
T e x a s  m an  d ied , in 1994 a f te r  a  b e an b ag  
6 tru c k  h im  in  th e  th ro a t , sa id  Ijam es , a  le a d ­
in g  a u th o r i ty  on le ss-le th a l w eapon s, who a lso  
h e lp ed  m ain  A n cho rag e  C IRT  o ffic e rs .

Locally , po lice  u se  tw o  s ize s  o f b e a n b ag  
b u lle ts , S p a d a fo ra  sa id . T h e  sm a lle r , s q u a r e  
b u l le ts  c a n  b e  f i re d  f rom  12-gaugo sh o tg u n s  
w h ile  th e  la r g e r ,  ro u nd  o n e s  a r e  f i re d  from  37 
m m  te a r  g a s  gun s.

So fa r , o n ly  a b o u t 30 o f th e  325 o f f ic e r s  in 
A n ch o rag e  h a v e  b een  tra in e d  In th e  u se  o f  
b e a n b ag  am m un itio n . E ven tua lly , a ll o f f ic e r s

b e a n b a g  b u l le t s  a t  l e a s t  a  

d o z e n  t i m e s  s i n c e  t h e y  g o t  

th e m ,  S g t .  K e n  S p a d a fo r a  

s a id .  In  o n e  c a s e ,  a  r o u n d  

b r o k e  a  s m a l l  b o n e  o f  o n e  

s u ic id a l  p e r s o n .  A ll  t h e  o t h e r s  

c a u s e d  o n l y  b r u is e s .  A s  fa r  

a s  h e ’s  c o n c e r n e d ,  m a k in g  

t o o  m u c h  o f  t h e  r i s k  fa c to r  i s  

m is le a d in g .

w ill b e  tra in ed . B u t tho  n ew  b u lle ts  w ill n e v e r  
s u p p la n t r e a l g u n s  o r  b u lle ts , w h ich  a lw ay s  
w ill b e  on h an d  a s  a back-up  in e v e ry  s i tu a ­
tion , S p ad a fo ra  said.

"B ean b ag s  a r c  Ju s t a n o th e r op tion ,"  lie  
sa id . "T h e y 're  n o r re p la c in g  an y th in g ."


