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Senate Bill 275 amends Alaska law to place all candidates for state office
under the same campaign financing rules.

AS 15.13.072 currently allows candidates who are the Governor and the
Lieutenant Governor to raise funds during sessions, while legislators are
prohibited. With the passage of SB275, all candidates for state office will be
under the same campaign financing rules: prohibition on raising funds
during regular and special legislative sessions.

AS 15.13.074 currently allows candidates for the office of governor or
lieutenant governor to receive campaign funds during regular legislative
sessions, while candidates for legislative office are prohibited. W ith the
passage of SB275, all candidates for state office will be under the same
campaign financing rules: prohibition on contributing funds to candidates
for state office during regular and special legislative sessions.

There is an exemption from these fundraising restrictions during the 90 days
immediately preceding an election in which the person is a candidate for

state office.

This change will help level the playing field among candidates and wiill
make the system more fair and equitable for all candidates seeking public

office in Alaska.
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Collateral references, — Power of corporation to State rjgulation ofthe giving or making of political
make political contribution or expenditure under contributions or expenditures by private Individuals,
state law. 79 ALH3d 491. 94 ALR3d 944,

Sec. 15.13.072. Restrictions on solicitation and acceptance of contributions.
[Effective January 1, 1997] (a) A candidate or an individual who has filed with the
commission the document necessary to permit that individual to incur election-related
expenses under AS 15.13.100 may not solicit or accept a contribution from

(1) a person not authorized by law to make a contribution;

(2) anindividual whoisnotaresidentofthe state atthe time the contribution is made,
except as provided in (e) of this section;

(3) a group organized under the laws of another state, resident in another state, or
whose participants are notresidents ofthis state at the time the contribution is made; or

(4) a person registered as a lobbyist ifthe contribution violates AS 15.13.074(g) or AS
24.45.121(aX8).

(b) A candidate or an individual who has filed with the commission the document
necessary to permitthe individual toincur election-related expenses underAS 15.13.100,
ora group, may not solicit or accept a cash contribution that exceeds $100.

(c) Anindividual, or one acting directly or indirectly on behalfofthat individual, may
not solicit or accept a contribution

(1) before the date for which contributions may be made as determined under AS
15.13.074(c); or

(2) laterthan the day after which contributions may notbe made as determined under
AS 15.13.074(c).

(d) A candidate or an individual who has filed with the commission the document
necessary to permitthatindividual toincurelection-related expenses underAS 15.13.100
may not solicit or accept a contribution if the legislature is convened in a regular or
special legislative session, and the candidate orindividual iBa member ofthe legislature,
or employed as a member of the legislator’s staff or as a member of the staff of a
legislative committee.

(e) A candidate or an individual who has filed with the commission the document
necessary to permitthatindividual to incurelection-related expenses underAS 15.13.100
may solicit or accept contributions from an individual who is not a resident of the state
at the time the contribution is made if the amounts contributed by individuals who are
not residents do not exceed

(1) $20,000, ifthe candidate orindividual is seeking the office of governoror lieutenant
governor;

2) $5,000, ifthe candidate or individual is seeking the office of state senator;

}3; $3,000, if the candidate orindividual is seeking the office ofstate representative or
municipal or other office.

(f) Agroup or political party may solicitoraccept contributions from an individual who
IS not a resident of the state at the time the contribution is made, but the amounts
accepted from individuals who are not residents may not exceed 10 percent of total
contributions made to the group or political party during the calendar or group year in
which the contributions are received. (§ 11 ch 48 SLA 1996)

Effective dates. — This suction took effect on
J%nutary 1, 1997. See editor’s note at beginning of
chapter.

Sec. 15.13.074. Prohibited contributions. [Effective January 1, 1997] (a) A
person or gioup may not make a contribution if the making of the contribution would

violate this chapter. - _ o
(b) A person or group may not make a contribution anonymously, using a fictitious

name, or using the name of another.
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(c) A person or group may not make a contribution

(1) to a candidate for governor or lieutenant governor' or an individual who files with
the commission the document necessary to permit that individual to incur certain
election-related expenses as authorized by AS 15.13.100 for governor or lieutenant
governor, when the office is to be filled at a general election, before the later of the
following dates:

(A) the date the individual

(1) becomes a candidate; or

(ii) files with the commission the document necessary to permit the individual to incur
certain election-related expenses as authorized by AS 15.13.100; or

(B) January 1 of the year of the general election;

(2) to a candidate for the state legislature or an individual who files with the
commission the document necessary to permit that individual to incur certain election-
related expenses as authorized by AS 15.13.100 for the state legislature, when the office
is to be filled at a general election, while the legislature is convened in its regular
legislative session and before the later of the following dates:

(A) the date the individual

(i) becomes a candidate; or

(ii) files with the commission the document necessary to permit the individual to incur
certain election-related expenses as authorized by AS 15.13.100; or

(B) January 1 of the year of the general election;

(3) to a candidate or an individual who files with the commission the document
necessary to permit that individual to incur certain election-related, expenses as autho-
rized by AS 15.13.100 for an office that is to be filled at a special election or municipal
election before the later of the following dates:

(A) the date the individual

() becomes a candidate, or

(ii) files with the commission the document necessary to permit that individual to
incur certain election-related expenses as authorized by AS 15.13.100;

(B) is nine months before the date of the general or regular municipal election or that
is before the date of the proclamation of the special elect” n at which the candidate or
individual seeks election to public office; or

(4) to any candidate later than the 45th day

(A) after the date of a primary election if the candidate

() has been nominated at the primary election or is running as a write-in candidate;
and

(i) is not opposed at the general election;

(B) after the date of the primary election if the candidate was not nominated at the
primary election;

(C) after the date of the general election, or after the date of a municipal or municipal
runoff election, if the candidate was opposed at the general, municipal, or municipal
runoff election.

(d) Aperson or group may not make a contribution to a candidate or a person or group
who is prohibited by AS 15.13.072(c) from accepting it.

(e) A person or group may not make a cash contribution that exceeds $100.

(f) A corporation, company, partnership, firm, association, organization, business trust
or surety, labor union, or publicly funded entity that does not satisfy the definition of
group in AS 15.13.400 may not make a contribution to a candidate ur group.

(9) An individual required to register as a lobbyist under AS 24.45 may not make a
contribution to a candidate for the legislature at any time the individual is subject to the
registration requirement under AS 2445 and for one year after the date of the
individual’ initial registration or its renewal. However, the individual may make a
contribution under this section to a candidate for the legislature in a districtin which tle
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individual is eligible to vote or will be eligible to vote on the date of the election. An

S with individual who is subject to the restrictions of this subsection shall report to the
-ertain commission, on a form provided by the commission, each contribution made while
tenant required to register as a lobbyist under AS 24.45. This subsection does not apply to a
of the representational lobbyist as defined in regulations of the commission.

(h)  Notwithstanding AS 15.13.070, a candidate for governor or lieutenant governor
and a group that is not a political party and that, under the definition ofthe term “group,”
is presumed to be controlled by a candidate for governor or lieutenant governor, may not
oincur make a contribution to a candidate for another office, to a person who conducts a write-in
campaign as a candidate for other office, or to another group of amounts received by that
tf  candidate or controlled group as contributions between January 1 and the date of the

th tha general election of the year of a general election for an election for governor and
ectior- < lieutenant governor. This subsection does not prohibit

e office (1) the group described in this subsection from making contributions to the candidates
eguiar for governor and lieutenant governor whom the group supports; or

(2) the governor or lieutenant governor, or the group described in this subsection, from
making contributions under AS 15.13.116(a)(3)(A). (8 11 ch 48 SLA 1996)

oincur Contingent amendment of Subsection (c). — the(P_rocIamation of the special election at which the
Section 335{)), ch. 48, SLA 1996 provides that § 12 of candidate or individual seeks election to public office;
cb. 48, SLA 1996, which has the effect of amending o

subsection (c) of this section, takes effect only if the
following occurs: a court order is entered and becomes

r
“(3) to any candidate later than the 45th day
“(A) after the date of a primary election if the

;:”][ﬁgt ginﬂ dﬁcljéin LK]%QIQ iﬁbadecttion (g), i enbaqtedtﬁy candidate
utho- , ch. 48, , the dates set out as being the i i ;
inicipai dates before which campaign contributions mayg not r(ul)nr?iils baeaeg Cﬁﬂé_“i%t%%na&iégﬁefj;'mjary election or
be accepted are unconstitutional. If this contingenc 's%oto osed at tho aeneral election:
occurs, under § 12, ch. 48, SLA 1996, subsection (C)S “ IE;)) after the date of thegprimary clection if the
ZV'C'L;??i%l?ﬁJﬁ”OWS' A person or group may not moke candidate was not nominated at the primary election;
11 i individual who files with O :
dual to the‘( c)prtr?lrr?iscs%grﬁ“?ﬁée géc%?nlennd_tlwgcugss_gvryotol epse\plrrlltit “(C) after the date of the general election, or after
that individual to incur certain election-related ex- the date ofa municipal or municipal runoffelection, if
or that penses aB authorized by AS 15.13.100 when the office  the candidate was OPPOSQd at the general, municipal,
dat Is to be filled at a general election before the date that ~ or municipal runoff election. ) )
ate or is 18 months before the general election; Section 34, ch, 48, SLA 1996 provides that if § 12,
“(2) to n candidate or an individual who files with ~ ch. 48, SLA 1996. which contlnPentIy_ amenns subsec-
the commission the document necessary to permit tion éc) of this section, takes effect, it takes effect on
that individuul to incur certain election-related ex- the day after the date a court order described in
L penses as authorized by AS 15.13.100 for an office that ~ § 33(b), ch. 48. SLA 1996. ,
didate; 15 to be filled at a special election or municipal election ECfcctivo dates. — This section took effect on
before the date that is 18 months before the date ofthe  January 1, 1997. See editor’s note at beginning of
regular municipal election or that is before the date of  chapter.
I at the Sec. 15,13.076. Authorized recipients of contributions. [Effective January 1,
icinal 1997.] A contribution to a
an_lc_lpal (1) candidate may be received only by
Inicipa (A) the candidate; or
(B) the candidate3 campaign treasurer or a deputy campaign treasurer;
> group : -
(2) group may be received only by the group’ campaign treasurer or a deputy
treasurer. (8 11 ch 48 SIA 1996)
m@Btrust Effective dates. — This section took effect on
ution of January 1, 1997. See editor’s note at beginning of
chapter.
make a I . .
ctto the Sec. 15.13.078. Contributions and loans from tho candidate. (Effective Janu-
mof the ary 1,1997.] (a) The provisions of this chapter do not prohibit the individual who is a
make U candidate from giving any amount of the candidate 3 own money or other thing of value

hich the

to the campaign of the candidate. Donations made by the candidate to the candidate3
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L a w m a k e r s d e b a t e b ill t o b a n fu n d ra is in g d u r in

By PAUL QUEARY ers and candidates for the game. Another Republican candi- Ethan Berkowitz pro-

The Associated Press Legls ature cannot. Most attem (Pts to change date for governor, Anchor- ose eliminating the ban on
JUNEAU —New visions hat_provision allows De- the hill faled Wednesday, age businessman John Lin-  fund raisin dunng the ses-
of cr fmpa| n finance reform  mocratic Gov. Tony Knowles and the measure was sched- dauer, has said he can rely on  sion atog% er to promats te
|v bnedyand died quick- to raise money while aw- uIed for a final vote on Fri- his own wealth. free speech and public dis-

ednes ay dunng ebate makers are meetlngR put aﬁ | think.the immediate ef- course.

o n the Housefloor. works against Sen o ep. Kim Elton proposed fect of this is as, a torpedg "Money can’'t buy you

The House was debating a Taylor, RWrangell who s exemptlng candjdates who  thats going fo sink (Ross) ~love, put it can bug LUy

bill that would prohibit gaII ru n|ng for overnor Senate  don't currently hold offlce sh Ig) ton said time," Berkowitz
candidates for governor and Presidént Mike Miller, R- The amen mentgut lton, a Iton also tried to remoye  age, QUIEped
lieutenant governor from  Nortll Pole, introduced the Democrat, in_th posi- an earlier amendment to the _ Rep. Fred Dyson, R- Eaﬁle

raising camp?algn cash while bill saying lie Wanted to lev- tjon of defending Wayne An-  bill that would Ietl wmakers Rive roated a roposalt at
Ine_Legislature’is in session. €l thepaylng ield thony Ross, a conservative raise. money if they were may have alarmed many of
Currently, candidates for Democrafic Rep.- Tom Republican’ candidate for running for’a municipal of- his c?llea%ues ban funéi rals
overnor and_lieutenant gov- Price of Fairbanks accused —governor. fice. Ing for mcumbents during
rnor can raise money dur- h? sponsor of "changing the ~ The bill as written would
Ing the session, but lawmak- rules in the middle” o the put Ross at a disadvantage.
S e S S 1 O n

he session, but let chal-
engers raise money.

Before the bill reached the
|louse, the Senate Finance
Committee amended. it to al-
low lawmakers to raise mon-
ey during the 90 days before
an election, even if the Legis-
lature is called Into special
session.

That wsmn IS intended

|preve tt egovernorfrom

|ng as ecial session as a

blocking lawmak
WJ{% -raising e!f rtsW akers



