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Senate B ill 275 amends Alaska law to place all candidates fo r state o ffice 
under the same campaign financing rules.

AS 15.13.072 currently allows candidates who are the Governor and the 
Lieutenant Governor to raise funds during sessions, wh ile legislators are 
proh ib ited. W ith the passage o f SB275, all candidates fo r state o ffice w il l be 
under the same campaign financing rules: proh ib ition on raising funds 
during regular and special legisla tive sessions.

AS 15.13.074 currently allows candidates fo r the o ffice o f governor or 
lieutenant governor to receive campaign funds during regular legis la tive 
sessions, wh ile candidates fo r legisla tive o ffice are prohib ited. W ith the 
passage o f SB275, a ll candidates fo r state o ffice w ill be under the same 
campaign financing rules: proh ib ition on contribu ting funds to candidates 
fo r state o ffice during regular and special legisla tive sessions.

There is an exemption from these fundra is ing restrictions during the 90 days 
immedia te ly preceding an election in which the person is a candidate fo r 
state office .

Th is change w ill help level the playing fie ld among candidates and w ill 
make the system more fa ir and equitable fo r all candidates seeking public 
o ffic e in Alaska.
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C o l l a t e r a l  r e f e r e n c e s .  —  Pow er o f co rpo ra tion  to  S ta te  r  jg u la t io n  o f th e  g iv ing  o r m ak in g  o f  po litical 
m ak e  po litica l co n trib u tio n  o r ex p end itu re  u n d e r  co n tribu tio n s  o r e x p en d itu re s  by p riv a te  in d iv idu a ls , 
s ta te  law . 79 ALH3d 491. 94 ALR3d 944.

Sec. 15.13.072. Restrictions on solic itation and acceptance of contributions. 
[Effective January 1, 1997.] (a ) A  c a n d id a te  o r  a n  in d iv id u a l  w ho  h a s  filed  w i th  th e  
com m iss io n  th e  d o c u m e n t n e c e s s a ry  to  p e rm i t  t h a t  in d iv id u a l  to  i n c u r  e le c t io n - re la te d  
e x p e n s e s  u n d e r  A S  15 .13 .100 m a y  n o t so lic i t  o r  a c c e p t a  c o n tr ib u t io n  from

(1) a  p e rs o n  n o t  a u th o r iz e d  by  law  to  m a k e  a  c o n tr ib u tio n ;
(2) a n  in d iv id u a l  w h o  is  n o t  a  r e s id e n t  o f  t h e  s t a t e  a t  t h e  t im e  t h e  c o n tr ib u t io n  is  m ad e , 

e x c e p t a s  p ro v id e d  in  (e) o f  th i s  sec tio n ;
(3) a  g ro u p  o rg a n iz e d  u n d e r  th e  law s  o f  a n o th e r  s t a t e ,  r e s i d e n t  in  a n o th e r  s t a t e ,  o r 

w h o se  p a r t ic ip a n t s  a r e  n o t  r e s id e n ts  o f t h i s  s t a t e  a t  t h e  t im e  t h e  c o n tr ib u tio n  is  m ad e ; o r
(4) a  p e r s o n  re g is te r e d  a s  a  lo b b y is t i f  t h e  c o n tr ib u tio n  v io la te s  A S  15 .13 .074(g ) o r  AS 

24 .45 .121(aX 8).
(b) A  c a n d id a te  o r  a n  in d iv id u a l w h o  h a s  filed  w i th  th e  c om m is s io n  th e  d o c u m en t 

n e c e s s a ry  to  p e rm i t  t h e  in d iv id u a l to  in c u r  e le c t io n - r e la te d  e x p e n s e s  u n d e r  A S  15 .13 .100 , 
o r  a  g ro u p , m a y  n o t so lic i t o r  a c c ep t a  c a s h  c o n tr ib u tio n  t h a t  e x c e e d s  $100.

(c) A n  in d iv id u a l , o r  o n e  a c t in g  d ir e c t ly  o r  in d i r e c t ly  o n  b e h a l f  o f t h a t  in d iv id u a l , m ay  
n o t  so lic it o r  a c c e p t a  c o n tr ib u tio n

(1) b e fo re  t h e  d a te  fo r w h ic h  c o n tr ib u t io n s  m a y  b e  m a d e  a s  d e te rm in e d  u n d e r  AS 
15 .13 .074(c); o r

(2) l a t e r  t h a n  th e  d a y  a f t e r  w h ic h  c o n tr ib u tio n s  m a y  n o t  b e  m a d e  a s  d e te rm in e d  u n d e r  
A S  15 .13 .074(c).

(d ) A  c a n d id a te  o r  a n  in d iv id u a l w ho  h a s  file d  w i th  t h e  c om m is s io n  th e  d o c u m en t 
n e c e s s a ry  to  p e rm i t  t h a t  in d iv id u a l to  in c u r  e le c t io n - r e la te d  e x p e n s e s  u n d e r  A S  15 .13 .100 
m a y  n o t  so lic i t o r  a c c e p t a  c o n tr ib u tio n  i f  t h e  le g i s l a tu r e  is  co n v en ed  in  a  r e g u la r  o r 
s p e c ia l le g is la t iv e  s e s s io n , a n d  th e  c a n d id a te  o r  in d iv id u a l  iB a  m e m b e r  o f  th e  le g is la tu r e , 
o r  em p lo y ed  a s  a  m e m b e r  o f th e  l e g is l a to r ’s  s t a f f  o r  a s  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  s t a f f  o f  a  
le g is la tiv e  c om m itte e .

(e) A  c a n d id a te  o r  a n  in d iv id u a l w h o  h a s  file d  w i th  t h e  com m iss io n  th e  d o c u m en t 
n e c e s s a ry  to  p e rm it  t h a t  in d iv id u a l to  i n c u r  e le c t io n - r e la te d  e x p e n s e s  u n d e r  A S  15.13.1 00 
m a y  so lic i t o r  a c c e p t c o n tr ib u tio n s  from  a n  in d iv id u a l  w ho  is  n o t  a  r e s id e n t  o f  t h e  s t a t e  
a t  t h e  t im e  t h e  c o n tr ib u tio n  is  m a d e  i f  t h e  a m o u n ts  c o n tr ib u te d  b y  in d iv id u a ls  w ho  a r e  
n o t  r e s id e n ts  do n o t  ex ceed

(1) $20 ,000 , i f  th e  c a n d id a te  o r in d iv id u a l  is  s e e k in g  th e  office o f  g o v e rn o r  o r  l i e u te n a n t  
g o v e rn o r ;

(2) $5 ,000 , i f  t h e  c a n d id a te  o r in d iv id u a l  is  s e e k in g  th e  office o f  s t a t e  s e n a to r ;
(3) $3 ,000 , i f  th e  c a n d id a te  o r in d iv id u a l  is  s e e k in g  t h e  office o f s t a t e  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  o r  

m u n ic ip a l o r  o th e r  office.
(f) A  g ro u p  o r  p o li t ic a l p a r ty  m a y  so lic i t o r  a c c e p t c o n tr ib u t io n s  from  a n  in d iv id u a l  w ho 

is  n o t  a  r e s id e n t  o f  th e  s t a t e  a t  t h e  t im e  th e  c o n tr ib u t io n  is m a d e , b u t  t h e  am o u n ts  
a c c e p te d  from  in d iv id u a ls  w ho a r e  n o t  r e s id e n ts  m a y  n o t  ex ceed  10 p e r c e n t  o f to ta l  
c o n tr ib u tio n s  m a d e  to  t h e  g ro u p  o r  p o li t ic a l p a r ty  d u r in g  th e  c a le n d a r  o r  g ro u p  y e a r  in  
w h ic h  th e  c o n tr ib u tio n s  a r e  re c e iv ed . (§ 11 ch  48  S L A  1996)

E f f e c t iv e  d a t e s .  — T h is  suction took effect on 
J a n u a ry  1, 1997. S ee e d ito r ’s note a t  b e g in n in g  o f 
ch ap te r.

Sec. 15.13.074. Prohibited contributions. [Effective January 1, 1997.] (a ) A 
p e rs o n  o r  g io u p  m a y  n o t  m a k e  a  c o n tr ib u t io n  i f  t h e  m a k in g  o f  th e  c o n tr ib u t io n  w ou ld  
v io la te  th i s  c h a p te r .

(b ) A  p e r s o n  o r  g ro u p  m ay  n o t  m a k e  a  c o n tr ib u t io n  an o n ym ou s ly , u s in g  a  f ic t it io u s  
n am e , o r  u s in g  t h e  n a m e  o f a n o th e r .
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(c) A person or group may not make a contribution
(1) to a candidate for governor or lieutenant governor' or an individual who files with 

the commission the document necessary to permit that individual to incur certain 
election-related expenses as authorized by AS 15.13.100 for governor or lieutenant 
governor, when the office is to be filled at a general election, before the later of the 
following dates:

(A) the date the individual
(1) becomes a candidate; or
(ii) files with the commission the document necessary to permit the individual to incur 

certain election-related expenses as authorized by AS 15.13.100; or
(B) January 1 of the year of the general election;
(2) to a candidate for the state legislature or an individual who files with the 

commission the document necessary to permit that individual to incur certain election- 
related expenses as authorized by AS 15.13.100 for the state legislature, when the office 
is to be filled at a general election, while the legislature is convened in its regular 
legislative session and before the later of the following dates:

(A) the date the individual
(i) becomes a candidate; or
(ii) files with the commission the document necessary to permit the individual to incur 

certain election-related expenses as authorized by AS 15.13.100; or
(B) January 1 of the year of the general election;
(3) to a candidate or an individual who files with the commission the document 

necessary to permit that individual to incur certain election-related, expenses as autho­
rized by AS 15.13.100 for an office that is to be filled at a special election or municipal 
election before the later of the following dates:

(A) the date the individual
(i) becomes a candidate, or
(ii) files with the commission the document necessary to permit that individual to 

incur certain election-related expenses as authorized by AS 15.13.100;
(B) is nine months before the date of the general or regular municipal election or that 

is before the date of the proclamation of the special elect’ n at which the candidate or 
individual seeks election to public office; or

(4) to any candidate later than the 45th day
(A) after the date of a primary election if the candidate
(i) has been nominated at the primary election or is running as a write-in candidate; 

and
(ii) is not opposed at the general election;
(B) after the date of the primary election if  the candidate was not nominated at the 

primary election;
(C) after the date of the general election, or after the date of a municipal or municipal 

runoff election, if the candidate was opposed at the general, municipal, or municipal 
runoff election.

(d) A person or group may not make a contribution to a candidate or a person or group 
who is prohibited by AS 15.13.072(c) from accepting it.

(e) A person or group may not make a cash contribution that exceeds $100.
(f) A corporation, company, partnership, firm, association, organization, business trust 

or surety, labor union, or publicly funded entity that does not satisfy the definition of 
group in AS 15.13.400 may not make a contribution to a candidate ur group.

(g) An individual required to register as a lobbyist under AS 24.45 may not make a 
contribution to a candidate for the legislature at any time the individual is subject to the 
registration requirement under AS 24.45 and for one year after the date of the 
individual’s in itial registration or its renewal. However, the individual may make a 
contribution under this section to a candidate for the legislature in  a district in which t le
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individual is eligible to vote or w ill be eligible to vote on the date of the election. An 
individual who is subject to the restrictions of this subsection shall report to the 
commission, on a form provided by the commission, each contribution made while 
required to register as a lobbyist under AS 24.45. This subsection does not apply to a 
representational lobbyist as defined in regulations of the commission.

(h) Notwithstanding AS 15.13.070, a candidate for governor or lieutenant governor 
and a group that is not a political party and that, under the definition of the term “group,” 
is presumed to be controlled by a candidate for governor or lieutenant governor, may not 
make a contribution to a candidate for another office, to a person who conducts a write-in 
campaign as a candidate for other office, or to another group of amounts received by that 
candidate or controlled group as contributions between January 1 and the date of the 
general election of the year of a general election for an election for governor and 
lieutenant governor. This subsection does not prohibit

(1) the group described in this subsection from making contributions to the candidates 
for governor and lieutenant governor whom the group supports; or

(2) the governor or lieutenant governor, or the group described in this subsection, from 
making contributions under AS 15.13.116(a)(3)(A). (§ 11 ch 48 SLA 1996)

C o n t i n g e n t  a m e n d m e n t  of S u b s e c t io n  (c ). — 
S ec tion  33(b), ch. 48, SLA 1996 p rov ides th a t  § 12 of 
cb . 48, SLA  1996, w h ich  h a s  th e  effect o f am end in g  
sub sec tion  (c) o f th is  sec tion , ta k e s  effec t only i f  th e  
fo llow ing occurs: a  cou rt o rd e r is en te re d  an d  becom es 
fina l d ec la rin g  th a t  in  subaection  (c), a s  en a c ted  by 
§ 11, ch. 48, SLA 1996, th e  d a te s  s e t o u t as b e ing  th e  
d a te s  before w h ich  cam pa ign  co n trib u tio n s  m ay  no t 
be accep ted  a re  u n co n s titu tio n a l. I f  th is  con tingency 
occurs, u n d e r § 12, ch. 48, SLA 1996, sub sec tion  (c) 
w ill re a d  aa follows: “A p erson  o r g roup  m ay  n o t m oke 
a  co n tribu tio n

“(1) to a  can d id a te  o r on  in d iv idu a l who files w ith  
th e  com m ission th e  docum en t n ec e ssa ry  to  p e rm it 
t h a t  in d iv idu a l to  in cu r c e r ta in  e lec tio n -re la ted  ex ­
p en se s  aB au th o riz ed  by  AS 15.13.100 w hen  th e  office 
is to  be filled a t  a  g en e ra l e lec tion  befo re th e  d a te  th a t  
is 18 m on th s before th e  g en e ra l elec tion ;

“(2) to n can d id a te  o r  a n  in d iv id u a l who files w ith  
th e  comm ission th e  docum en t n ec e ssa ry  to  p e rm it 
t h a t  ind iv iduu l to  in cu r c e r ta in  e lec tio n -re la ted  ex ­
p en se s  a s  au tho riz ed  by AS 15.13.100 for a n  office th a t  
is to  be filled a t  a  specia l e lec tion  o r m un ic ip a l elec tion  
before th e  d a te  th a t  is 18 m on th s  befo re th e  d a te  o f th e  
re g u la r  m un ic ipal elec tion  o r  th a t  is  befo re th e  d a te  of

th e  p ro c lam a tion  o f th e  spec ia l elec tion  a t  w h ich  th e  
c a n d id a te  o r in d iv idu a l seek s  elec tion  to  pub lic office; 
o r

“(3) to  an y  can d id a te  la te r  th a n  th e  4 5 th  day
“(A) a f te r  th e  d a te  o f a  p r im a ry  e lec tion  i f  th e  

ca n d id a te
“(i) h a s  been  nom in a ted  a t  th e  p r im a ry  elec tion  o r 

is ru n n in g  aa a  w rite -in  can d id a te ; an d
“(ii) is  n o t opposed a t  th o  g en e ra l elec tion ;
“(B ) a f te r  th e  d a te  of th e  p r im a ry  e lec tion  i f  th e  

ca n d id a te  w as no t n om in a ted  a t  th e  p r im a ry  election; 
o r

“(C ) a f te r  th e  d a te  o f th e  g en e ra l e lec tion , o r a f te r 
th e  d a te  o f a  m un ic ip a l o r  m un ic ip a l ru n o ff elec tion , i f  
th e  ca n d id a te  w as opposed a t  th e  g en e ra l, m un ic ip al, 
o r m un ic ip a l ru n o ff election."

Sec tion  34, ch. 48, SLA 1996 p rovides t h a t  i f  § 12, 
ch . 48, SLA  1996. which co n tin gen tly  am enn s  sub sec­
tio n  (c) o f th is  section , ta k e s  effect, i t ta k e s  effect on 
th e  d ay  a f te r  th e  d a te  a  co u rt o rd e r desc ribed  in  
§ 33(b), ch. 48. SLA 1996.

EC fcc tivo  d a te s .  — T h is section took effect on 
J a n u a r y  1, 1997. See e d ito r ’s no te a t  b eg inn in g  o f 
ch ap te r .

Sec. 15,13.076. Authorized recipients of contributions. [Effective January 1, 
1997.] A contribution to a

(1) candidate may be received only by
(A) the candidate; or
(B) the candidate’s campaign treasurer or a deputy campaign treasurer;
(2) group may be received only by the group’s campaign treasurer or a deputy 

treasurer. (§ 11 ch 48 S IA  1996)

E f fe c t iv e  d a t e s .  — T h is  sec tion  took effect on 
J a n u a ry  1, 1997. See e d ito r ’s  no te a t  b eg in n ing  o f 
ch ap te r.

Sec. 15.13.078. Contributions and loans from  tho candidate. (Effective Janu­
ary 1,1997.] (a) The provisions of this chapter do not prohibit the individual who is a 
candidate from giving any amount of the candidate’s own money or other thing of value 
to the campaign of the candidate. Donations made by the candidate to the candidate’s
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L a w m a k e r s  d e b a t e  b i l l  t o  b a n  f u n d  r a i s i n g  d u r i n g

By PAUL QUEARY
The A sso c ia ted  P re s s

JU N E A U  — New visions 
of crfmpaign finance reform 
lived briefly and died quick­
ly Wednesday during debate 
on the House floor.

The House was debating a 
bill that would prohibit all 
candidates for governor and 
lieutenant governor from 
raising campaign cash while 
Ihe Legislature is in session.

Currently, candidates for 
governor and lieutenant gov­
ernor can raise money dur­
ing the session, but lawmak­

ers and candidates for the 
Legislature cannot.

That provision allows De­
m ocratic Gov. Tony Knowles 
to raise money while law­
m akers are m eeting but 
works against Sen. Robin 
Taylor, R-W rangell, who is 
running for governor. Senate 
President M ike M iller, R- 
Nortli Pole, introduced the 
bill, saying lie wanted to lev­
el the playing field.

D em ocratic Rep.- Tom 
P rice  of Fairbanks accused 
the sponsor of "changing the 
rules in the middle of the

game.
Most attempts to change 

the bill failed W ednesday, 
and the measure was sched­
uled for a final vote on F r i­
day. • .

Rep. Kim Elton proposed 
exem pting candidates who 
don’t currently hold office. 
The amendment put Elton, a 
Democrat, in the odd posi­
tion of defending Wayne An­
thony Ross, a conservative 
Republican candidate for 
governor.

The bill as written would 
put Ross at a disadvantage.

Another Republican candi­
date for governor, Anchor­
age businessman John Lin- 
dauer, has said he can rely on 
his own wealth.

“ I think the immediate ef­
fect of this is as a torpedo 
that’s going to sink (Ross’) 
ship,” Elton said.

Elton also tried to remove 
an earlier amendment to the 
bill that would let lawmakers 
raise money if  they were 
running for a municipal of­
fice.

Rep. Ethan Berkowitz pro­
posed eliminating the ban on 
fund raising during the ses­
sion altogether to promote 
free speech and public dis­
course.

"M oney can’t buy you 
love, but it can buy you T V  
tim e," Berkow itz, D-Anchor- 
age, quipped.

Rep. Fred Dyson, R-Eagle 
R iv e r, floated a proposal that 
may have alarmed many of 
his colleagues: ban fund ra is­
ing for incumbents during

s e s s i o n

the session, but let chal­
lengers raise money.

Before the bill reached the 
I louse, the Senate Finance 
Committee amended it to al­
low lawmakers to raise mon­
ey during the 90 days before' 
an election, even if the Legis­
lature is called into special 
session.

That provision is intended 
to prevent the governor from 
calling a special session as a 
way of blocking lawmakers' 
fund-raising efforts.


