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TO: All Senators

FROM: Senator Mike Miller

RE: Special Olympics Legislation 
Co-Sponsor Opportunity

DATE: January 22, 1998

As you know, Anchorage was awarded the bid to host the World Special Olympics 
Winter games in 200I. The bid award was contingent on the State agreeing to be the 
financial guarantor o f the Games.

Working in conjunction with Senator Stevens, the Governor and private industry, 
Speaker Phillips and I agreed to jointly introduce legislation that would “morally 
obligate” the Slate to pay any residual costs of the Games if private industry docs not 
raise the money.

The total budget for the games is four million dollars. To date, the organizing committee 
has raised over one million. With three years left to raise the funds, I am quite confident 
that the legislature will not be required to appropriate funds to cover costs.

The attached legislation establishes AIDEA as the controlling agency to oversee the 
organizing committees fundraising activities and to report to the legislature on January 2 
of each year the total funds raised to date. In the event that the money is not raised, the 
legislature would be ‘morally obligated’ to cover any costs, up to four million dollars.

Alaska is fortunate to have been awarded the bid. Special Olympics is a unique 
organization that benefits athletes in all areas o f our State. The opportunity for them to 
participate in a worldwide co* petition with people of their same abilities is a once in a 
lifetime experience,

If you arc interested in cosponsoring this legislation, please let Mary Gore in my office 
know by Friday afternoon, January 23. A press conference will be held on Monday, 
January 26, here in Juneau, Governors conference room at 10:30 with members o f the 
organizing committee who will be here from Anchorage.



Sectional Analysis of Special Olympics Legislation

Section 1
Expresses the findings for the temporary law that holding the games in Anchorage will 
benefit the state in many ways: There will be national recognition of Alaska as a location 
for large-scale sporting events; the state will receive economic benefits form the athletes, 
coaches, and spectators who attend the games; the state will showcase its world-class 
competition venues to a global television audience; and the state will be enriched through 
welcoming athletes experiencing certain developmental disabilities from around the 
world who will demonstrate theii skills, courage and joy during the games.

Section 2
Creates the 2001 Special Olympics World Winter Games reserve fund to be administered 
by the Alaska Industrial Development and Export Authority (AIDEA).

Section 3
Authorize AIDEA to accept gifts, grants, trusts, bequests and donations for the games and 
to use the reserve fund as necessary to facilitate the games. Requires AIDEA to review  
the local sponsor organization’s finance plan for the games and to determine whether 
there is sufficient money from sources other than state appropriations to cover the valid 
obligations o f the local sponsor organization for those games

Section 4
Requires that, if  the local sponsor organization desires state financial assistance, it must 
prepare a finance plan for the games and submit the plan to AIDEA for approval. This 
section also requires in addition to containing information regarding costs and sources of 
money, the finance plan must contain a method of financing the games that minimizes the 
cost to the state.
Section 4 (e) also requires the chair person o f AIDEA to provide annually to the 
Governor and the legislature a report stating whether the local sponsor organization has 
met its requirements regarding the finance plan and stating the sum, if any required, to 
cover the valid obligations of the local sponsor organization as determined under Section 
3 o f the bill. The legislature may appropriate a sum of up to a cumulative total of 
$4,000,000 for deposit into the reserve fund. This subsection would not create a debt or 
liability o f the state but instead is in the nature o f a moral obligation to capitalize the 
reserve fund.

Section 5
Definition of terms in the bill.

Section 6
Effective date.
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the'a sso c ia ted  press f .r  ;• 1
A N C H O R A G E  -  F o rm e r Adaks'

school superintendent E d  G ille y ' 
has s e ttle d ’> a law su it with the 
sta te , prom ising to rep ay $25,000 
in back w ages.
/  G i l l e y  w a s  accused o f ethical 
and legal violations, over how he 
sp en t'sch o o l d is tric t money. He 
recen tly  agreed .to  g iv e  up his ad­
m in istra to r’s c e rtific a te  and his 
cu rre n t jc b  as c» superintendent in 
w estern’A la sk a . •

j. 'H esu e d  the state to recover le­
ga l fees spent to keep his c e rtif i­
cate , required of school ad m in is: 
tra to rs. G ille y 's , law yers had a r ­
gued he w as ■ protected again st 
payin g 'Claim s a ris in g  from  his 
J0 b .v‘>'- •' ■' ' • "•
1 T h a t argu m en t , w as rejected 
by a n ‘A nch orage ju dge, c le a rin g  
the w ay for the sta te  to sue G illey  
to reco ver s a la ry  money. The 
state.; ha a said the A d ak sup erin ­
tendent did not work a s  m any 
d a y s a s  he had claim ed, 
i •' “ We don’t think he should have 
been paid for those d a y s ,”  said 
T e re sa  !< W illiam s, an assista n t 
sta te  attorney ge n e ra l. "W e don’t 
think he worked th e m .”  
i  G ille y ’s job a t . K ashunam iut 
school .d is tr ic t  at C hevak ends 
Fe b . 151'
: • In  -an interview  e a rlie r  this 
'month; G ille y  insisted he did noth­
in g  wrong in A d a k  but had run out 
o f  money to figh t the state, 
i T h e settlem ent ca lls  for him  to 
.'repay; n ea rly  $25,000 and reduce 
'sa jq p rra p o rte d  in figu rin g his re- 
't i r e n M f  by about $12,500 in each 
0 0 0 ^ 1 9 9 4 -1 9 9 5  and 1995-1996 

Y^ars/ w'■/ •• :
R e d u c tio n  represents 50 
*\'work a t his pay ra te  of

$495 Bfjday. ■
-G illey-helped oversee the shut­

down of Adak schools from  1994 to 
1996, as A d ak N aval A ir  Station 
closed du ring national m ilita ry
cutb acks.
• • .it j l .. •
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over T nan e Road from  10 a .m . to noon T uesday.
D epartm ent .of T ran sportation  crew s shoot shells from  Sandy 

B each  to the west slope of Mount R ob erts to bring down sm all a v a ­
lanches, ra th e r than w ait for a la rg e  one th at could block the road 

. and cause dam age.
v  D uring the w ork, Thane Road w ill be closed to most tra ffic . C all 

465-1779 for details. • '< ' i-
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S p e c i a l  O l y m p i c s  l e g i s l a t i o n  i n t r o d u c e d

J U N E A U  -  L e g isla tiv e  leaders and Gov. Tony Knowles want the 
sta le  to pay up to $4 m illion for the 2001 World Special O lym pics 
W inter G am es in A n ch orage i f  fund-raising effo rts fall short.

’ Legislatio n  authorizing the expenditure w as introduced today 
follow ing a press conference by law m akers and Special Olym pics 
o ffic ia ls. A ll said they a re  confident the $8 m illion cost of the 
ga m es can be covered through p riv ate  effo rts, but having the sta le  
act as a gu aran to r for a t le ast p art of the expenses would help.

"H opefu lly  the sta te  won’t be called upon to provide support, but 
we w ill be there if  it is needed,”  said Sen. Lyd a G reen, a W asilla 
R epublican . .• (

About 2,000 athletes from  75 countries a re  expected to p artici­
pate in the gam es. A s m any a s 7,000 w inter v isito rs a re  expected to 
spend $17 m illion, and supporters said it could help secure a la rg e r 
O lym pic event. ■

R ep resen tatives of the gam es said $2.7 m illion has been raised 
to date, although less than $1 m illion is in cash , with the re st being 
in-kind contributions. T h ey have three m ore y e a rs  to raise funds.

L e g isla to rs  from  both p a rties announced their support for the 
proposal, which m u st be passed by M arch 31 in order to meet Spe­
cia l O lym pics deadlines. A n y state appropriation would com e from  
the general fund used for governm ent expenses. •

W e a t h e r  d e l a y s  flights

J U N E A U  -  Bad w eather and other fa cto rs canceled seven week­
end A la sk a  A irlin e s flig h ts a t the Ju n ea u  A irp o rt.

A irlin e s spokesm an J a c k  E v a n s  said four Satu rd ay and three 
Sunday fligh ts w ere canceled. Snow and fog were the main re a ­
sons, he said .

New equipm ent being installed on planes allow them to land and 
take o ff with less v is ib ility  under new federal regulations. Not all 
the equipm ent is in stalled, E v a n s  said .

A t le ast one of the planes that couldn’ t land didn’ t have the 
equipm ent in place y e t, he said .
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n a m e d  a s  s t a t e ' s  

official l a n d  m a m m a l

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
K E N A I -  Moose m ania has hit 

the K a lifo rn sk y  Beach  E le m e n ta ­
ry  School in Soldotna, w here stu ­
dents a re  pushing to have the big, 
h airy  cre a tu re s nam ed a s the 
sta te ’s o fficia l land m am m al.

T h e p ro je ct w as the brain ch ild  
o f parent volunteer Shannon 
W est. She noticed that the state 
had an o fficia l m a rin e m a m m a l, 
the bowhead w hale, adopted in 
1983. But it had no officia l land 
m a m m al.

I f  the sta te  didn’ t have one, she 
wanted to know, could the ch il­
dren su ggest one? She discussed 
the m a tte r la st y e a r  with first- 
gra d e teach er T e r r i  C a rte r , who 
encouraged h er to pursue the 
m a tte r.

T h ey contacted Sen. John 
To rgerso n , a K a silo f Republican, 
and he offered to help with the 
p roject. In the fa ll, he visited the

IU b» i
land m a m m al.

Since the project got 
students have studied 
w ildlife biology to delerrr 
an im al should be honore 
nating with a vote F rk  
moose won h andily with I 
outdistancing the w olf (! 
brown bear (57) and ' 
(28).

D uring the second 
the students w ill follow t 
tion through the legisk 
cess to learn how go 
w orks. Students also wi 
opportunity to te stify , vi 
fcren ce , to le g isla tiv e  c< 
in Ju n ea u .

" I  wish ev e ry  schoo 
som ething like th is ,"  
sa id . "T h o se  kids ' 
learned so much by the 
a re  d o n e."

T h e nomination m ay 
v e rs ia l, as differen t re f 
state a re  expected ti 
th eir own fa vo rite  ani 
students will have to do

Wmi is iHf Hen To 
Resource Mjenagemeni
Find out at the Juneau <

W H E N :  M o n d a y ,  J a n

T I M E :  6 : 3 0  - 8 : 0 0 p m
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In the fall of 1997, Anchorage was awarded the bid to host the World Special Olympics 
Winter games in 2001. The bid award was contingent on the State agreeing to be the 
financial guarantor o f the Games.

Working in conjunction with Senator Stevens, the Governor and private industry, 
Speaker Phillips and I agreed to jointly introduce legislation (HB357) that would 
“morally obligate” the State to pay any residual costs of the Games if private industry 
does not raise the money.

The total budget for the games is eight million dollars, four million dollars cash and four 
million dollars in-kind, In seven months, the organizing committee has raised over one 
million cash and two million in-kind. With three years left to generate funds, the 
organizing committee is committed to raising more than what is required host the Games 
and the legislature will not be required to appropriate funds to cover costs.

The legislation establishes AIDEA as the controlling agency to oversee the or ing 
committees fundraising activities and to report to the legislature on January 2 aeh 
year the total funds raised to date. In the event that the money is not raised, i. 
legislature would be ‘morally obligated’ to cover any costs, up to four million dollars.

Alaska is fortunate to have been awarded the bid. Special Olympics is a unique 
organization that benefits athletes in all areas of our State. The opportunity for them to 
participate in a worldwide competition with people o f their same abilities is a once in a 
lifetime experience.



Special O lympics World W in te r Games Alaska 2001, Inc.
"Hnh(rhUni)iir /he World with the Spirit of Brtivr Hearts"

TO: Senator Lyda Green

FROM: J.A. Palmer
Legislative Chair
2001 Special Olympics World Winter Games 

DATE: April 20, 1998

SUBJECT: S B  261 - Special Olympics 2001

As Chair of the Legislative Committee o f Special Olympics World 
Winter Games and on behalf o f the entire board o f directors, I would like to thank 
you for your vote of support for SB 261.

These winter games will be the largest event ever held in our great 
state. Along with the great economic impact the games will have on Alaska, most 
importantly, the emotional impact will be beyond measure.

We all truly appreciate your vote of confidence by securing this 
letter o f guarantee necessary to officially be awarded the Games. Games of this 
magnitude cannot be done without the support and dedication you have shown. 
We look forward to working with you over the next several years.

Thank you again.

P.O. Pox 102219 
Anchorage. Alaska 99510*2219 

Phone: (907) 340-4551 Fax: (907) 340-3251


