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S e n a to r  L y d a  G re e n  

S ta te  C a p i to l ,  R o o m  125 

J u n e a u ,  A la s k a  9 9 8 0 1 -1 1 8 2

R e : S e n a te  B ill  2 5

D e a r  S e n a to r  G re e n :

I u rg e  y o u r  s u p p o r t  o f  S e n a te  B ill 2 5  p ro v id in g  fo r  a  s ta te w id e  a u to m a te d  v ic t im  n o tif ic a t io n  

s y s te m . T h e  v ic t im s  o f  v io le n t  c r im e  a n d  s e x  o f f e n s e s  d e s e rv e  a  c r im in a l  j u s t i c e  s y s te m  

r e s p o n s iv e  to  th e i r  n e e d s  a n d  c o n c e rn s ;  p a s s a g e  o f  th e  V IN E  le g is la t io n  w il l  p r o v id e  th is .

W h e n  th e  le g is la tu re  p a s s e d  th e  D o m e s tic  V io le n c e  A c t  o f  1 9 9 6 , it im p o s e d  a  b u rd e n  o n  

p ro s e c u to r s  to  " m a k e  r e a s o n a b le  e f fo r ts  to  im m e d ia te ly  n o t i fy  th e  a l le g e d  v ic t im  o f  th e  

re le a s e  [ o f  th e  d e fe n d a n t]  a n d  to  fu rn is h  th e  a l le g e d  v ic t im  w ith  a  c o p y  o f  th e  o r d e r  s e t t in g  

a n y  c o n d i t io n s  o f  re le a s e ."  T h is  ta s k  c a n  o n ly  b e  r e a s o n a b ly  a c c o m p l is h e d  th ro u g h  

im p le m e n ta t io n  o f  a n  a u to m a te d  v ic t im  n o t i f ic a t io n  s y s te m .

T h e  V I N E  s y s te m  h a s  p ro v e n  e f f e c t iv e  in  12 s ta te s .  T h e  S ta te  o f  A la s k a  s h o u ld  b e  o n  th e  

c u t t in g  e d g e  o f  in c re a s in g  r e s p o n s iv e n e s s  to  v ic t im  c o n c e rn s .  W e  s h o u ld  n o t  la g  b e h in d  in

A s  c h a i r  o f  th e  S e n a te  C o m m it te e  o f  S ta te  A ffa ir s ,  y o u r  s u p p o r t  w o u ld  b e  in s t ru m e n ta l  in  

a c h ie v in g  th e  p a s s a g e  o f  t h i s  bi l l .  Y o u r  s u p p o r t  wi l l  b e  g re a t ly  a p p re c ia te d .

t h i s  a re a .

S in c e re ly ,

R i c k  M y s lro m  

M a y o r  o f  A n c h o ra g e
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for

Senate Bill 25
An Act relating to authorizing the Department of Corrections to provide an automated victim

notification and prisoner information system.
P r o p e r  a n d  t im e ly  n o t i f ic a t io n  to  v ic t im s  a b o u t  t h e  r e l e a s e  o r  e s c a p e  o f  t h e i r  a t t a c k e r s  is  a  

s e r io u s  p r o b le m ,  b o t h  n a t io n a l ly  a n d  in  A la s k a .  I n  N o v e m b e r  1 9 9 6 , A l a s k a 's  p r i s o n s  a n d  p r e ­
t r ia l  f a c i l i t ie s  h o u s e d  2 ,9 9 0  in m a te s ,  4 9 %  o f  w h o m  a r e  c o n s i d e r e d  v io le n t .  E a c h  d a y ,  o v e r  6 0 0  
c o n c e r n e d  A la s k a n s  c a l l  o u r  s t a t e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  s e e k in g  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  in m a te s .

In  o r d e r  t o  k e e p  c r im e  v ic t im s  i n f o r m e d  o f  i n m a t e  a c t iv i ty ,  a  s t a t e - o f - t h e - a r t  c o m p u t e r  
s y s t e m  c a l le d  V ic t im  I n f o r m a t io n  a n d  N o t i f i c a t i o n  E v e r y d a y  (V .I .N .E .)  w a s  d e v e lo p e d .  V .I .N .E . 
p r o v i d e s  tw o  i m p o r t a n t  s e rv ic e : ;  w h i c h  e n h a n c e  th e  v i ta l  l i n k  o f  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  b e t w e e n  th e  
ju s t ic e  s y s t e m  a n d  v ic t im s  o f  c r im e .

F ir s t ,  th e  s y s t e m  p r o v i d e s  a u t o m a t i c  n o t i f i c a t i o n  c a lls  to  c r im e  v i c t i m s  w h e n  a n  i n m a t e 's  
s t a tu s  c h a n g e s .  I f  a n  i n m a te  is  r e le a s e d ,  t r a n s f e r r e d ,  p o s t s  b a i l  o r  e s c a p e s ,  V .I .N .E . p la c e s  
a u t o m a t e d  t e l e p h o n e  c a lls  to  a ll  r e g i s t e r e d  v ic t im s  w i t h i n  10 m i n u te s  o f  a  c h a n g e  in  th e  
o f f e n d e r 's  s t a tu s .  V .I .N .E . c o n t in u e s  to  c a ll  t h e  v ic t im s  f o r  2 4  h o u r s  o r  u n t i l  a  s u c c e s s f u l  
n o t i f i c a t io n  is  v e r i f i e d  b y  th e  v ic t im .

S e c o n d ,  V .I .N .E . p r o v id e s  c r i t ic a l  i n m a t e  i n f o r m a t i o n  2 4  h o u r s  a  d a y ,  7  d a y s  a  w e e k  
t h r o u g h  th e  a u t o m a t e d  t e l e p h o n e  s y s te m ,  V .I .N .E . a l lo w s  f o r  a  c o n f id e n t i a l  e x c h a n g e  o f  

* in f o r m a t io n .  V ic t im s  m a y  a c c e s s  in fo r n n a t io n  o n  a  p r i s o n e r  t h r o u g h  th e  u s e  o f  a  p e r s o n a l  
id e n t i f i c a t i o n  n u m b e r ,  a n d  th e y  m a y  e a s i l y  e n t e r  n e w  c o n ta c t  n u m b e r s .

In  F e b r u a r y  1 9 9 6 , th e  S ta te  o f  K e n tu c k y  b e c a m e  th e  f i r s t  s t a t e  to  i m p le m e n t  V .I .N .E . 
s t a t e w id e .  D u r in g  th e  f i r s t  9 0  d a y s  o f  o p e r a t i o n ,  o v e r  2 0 ,0 0 0  p h o n e  c a lls  w e r e  p r o c e s s e d .  O v e r  60 0  
v ic t im s  w e r e  n o t i f i e d  b y  p h o n e  o f  i m p e n d i n g  i n m a t e  r e le a s e s .  T h r e e  m o n t h s  l a t e r ,  o v e r  3 ,5 0 0  
s u c c e s s fu l  n o t i f i c a t i o n s  h a d  b e e n  m a d e ,  w i t h  a n  a v e r a g e  o f  7  n e w  r e g i s t r a t i o n s  p e r  d a y .
C u r r e n t ly ,  th e  V .I .N .E . C o m p a n y  h a s  c o n t r a c t s  w i t h  o v e r  1 50  c o u n t i e s  in  o v e r  12 s t a t e s  i n c l u d i n g  
N e w  J e r s e y ,  T e x a s ,  C a l i f o r n ia ,  M ic h ig a n ,  G e o r g ia  a n d  FI ) r id a .

I m p l e m e n t i n g  V .I .N .E . w ill  i n c r e a s e  s t a t e  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  th e  V ic t im s ' B ill o f  R ig h ts ,  
o v e r w h e lm in g ly  p a s s e d  b y  th e  p e o p l e  o f  A la s k a  in  1994 . T h e  V .I .N .E . c o m p u t e r  s y s t e m  w il l  
e n h a n c e  th e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o r r e L t io n s  r e l a t io n s h i p  w i t h  t h e  f a m i l i e s  a n d  v ic t im s  o f  v i o l e n t  

c r im e s .

1 u rg e  y o u r  su p p o r t  an d  p ro m p t passage.



V I N E ™  S y s t e m  F a c t s

VINE™ is a fully automated service that alerts victims upon the release of an 
inmate and provides vital custody status information via the telephone.
How  V IN E™  works

A  cen tra lized  c o m p u te r system  lo ca ted  in L ou isv ille , K en tu ck y  constan tly  m o n ito rs  
in m ate  ac tiv ity  a t each  ja il o r  p rison  site.

W h en  an in m ate  has a  ch an g e  in sta tu s, VINE™  reac ts  im m ediately  to  c o n tac t all 
reg is te red  victim s. T e lep h o n e  calls co n tin u e  fo r 24  h o u rs  o r  until a successfu l 
n o tifica tio n  is verified.

How Victim s Register
V ictim s reg is te r w ith  VINE™  by calling  a  local access  te lep h o n e  num ber and  
fo llow ing  tn e  p ro m p ts  g iv en  by th e  co m p u te r. S o m e  com m unities m ay o p t to  have  
v ictim s au to m atica lly  re g is te red  by the  a rre s tin g  ag en cy  involved  w ith  th e  case.

A  p ersonal iden tification  nu m b er (P IN ) fo r each  v ictim  is req u es ted  by VINE™  .

T h e  P IN  num ber, en te red  by a victim  a fte r a  no tification , confirm s a successfu l 
co n tac t.

Benefits o f Implementing V IN E™  for a Victim
R eg is te red  p erso n s  a re  au tom atica lly  called  by  VINE™  w ithin  ten  m inu tes o f  
an  inm ate  tran sfe r o r  re lease .

V ital inm ate in fo rm atio n  is co n tin u o u sly  availab le  th ro u g h  th e  VINE™  in fo rm ation  
hotline.

VINE™  allow s fo r confiden tia l in fo rm ation  exchange. V ictim s d o  n o t have to  
rev ea l th e ir iden tity  w h e n  reg is te rin g  o r  access in g  inm ate  sta tu s.

V ictim s can  reg is te r a lte rn a te  te lep h o n e  n u m b ers  w ith  VINE™  and can  easily  
e n te r  a n ew  te lep h o n e  nu m b er i f  th e re  is a ch a n g e  o f  address.

Fo r Prosecutors and Jail Adm inistrators
V IN E™  has le tte r  g en e ra tin g  capab ilities and  is availab le  in  m ultip le  languages.

T h e  cen tra lized  call ce n te r  is m o n ito red  24 h o u rs  a  day, 7  days a w eek . 
N o tifica tio n  is e ffic ien t an d  reliable.

A ll te lep h o n e  calls and  le tte rs  a re  d o cu m en ted .

A  co m p le te  au d it tra il o f  VINE™  activ ity  is readily  available.

A  VINE™ program can be customized to meet the needs of each community.

The VINE Company



V I N E ™  S y s t e m  F e a t u r e s

V IN E ™  is a ground breaking system for Victim  Assistance and
Notification Program s around the country. It ’s current design includes
features such as:

•  Full integration with the existing Jail or Prison Information System. This 
means no additional workload for data input personnel.

•  Automated D ial in Q uery  o f Inmate Status. The system will support an 
incoming line which allows a victim to query the status o f  an inmate.

• Autom ated Registration o f V ictims via any telephone using a 
combination o f  advanced Voice Recognition technology. This method is 
far superior to those requiring alphanumeric data to be typed into the 
telephone handset.

•  Le tte r Generation for notifying victims o f  upcoming parole board 
hearings and other emergency situations.

•  Advanced Voice Recognition Technology. This feature increases the 
usability o f  the system by allowing access to 30%  o f  the population  which 
do not have a  touch tone telephone. AJ1 users will find this registration 
approach much simpler and quicker.

•  Autom ated Notification to two different phone numbers per victim. This 
function will provide an automated voice message once contact is made.

• M essage Confirm ation ensures that the message was delivered to the 
proper person.

•  Com plete Audit R eports which display daily activity on a per day or per 
case basis. These audit reports will be quickly recalled to a printer or 
C R T  to review the systems performance.

•  Foreign Language Capabilities available upon request.



Interactive Systems was formed ill 1992 to develop automated systems 
utilizing computer technology and telephone equipment.

in January o f  1994 Interactive Systems cooperated with Jefferson Comity 
officials to study automated tecimology and victim notification.

In January o f  1995 due to the success o f  the VINE™ program, Interactive 
Systems reformatted to focus exclusively on the VINE™ system and 
automated notification. A  dba (doing business as), The VINE™ Company, 
was selected as the new name.

V INE™ program cost includes a low start-up fee and a monthly service 
component. Several funding options, including state and federal grants, are 
available.

Cost is based on inmate population, notification needs and optional 
parameters. Each program is unique and developed specifically for each 
community.

All imnale information accessed through VINE™ is public information. 
VINE™  differs from oilier notification programs by providing an automated, 
rather than manual, method o f  victim notification.

Currently, the VINE™ Company has contracts with over 150 comities in over 
12 states including Kentucky, New Jersey, Texas, California, Michigan, 
Georgia and Florida.

The VINE™ system received national recognition as the only automated 
program for victim information and notification.

T ilt  V IN E  Company



Feb rua ry  7, 1997

S en a to r Lyda G reen , Chair 
S ta te A ffa irs Committee 
Room  1 2 5  
S ta te Capito l 
Juneau , AK. 9 9 8 0 1 -1 1 8 2

RE : Victim Information and Notification Everyday (V INE)
S ena te  Bill Nos: 2 5

D ea r S en a to r G reen,

The Bethe l Po lice  Departm ent is very much in support o f the V INE legislation.

W e  fe e l it is critical that the rights' o f the victims o f violent crime a re  defended . It 
is param ount to the well-being o f every victim that they be notified o f and have 
access  to obtain information regard ing the activities o f the vio lent o ffender.

Ch ie f o f Po lice

cc: S ena to r Johnny E llis
R oom  9 
S ta te Capitol 
Juneau , AK. 9 9 8 0 1 -1 1 8 2



W O M E N  I N  C R I S I S

C ounse ling  and  A ssistance  
717 Ninth Avenue • Fairbanks, Alaska 99701 

(907) 452-2293  • Fax: 452-2613 • 1-800-478-7273

F e b ru a ry  12, 1997

i t z S
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S e n a to r  L y d a  G reen , C hair 
S ta te  A ffa irs  C o m m ittee  
S ta te  C ap ito l, R o o m  125 
Ju n eau , A K  9 9 8 0 1 -1 1 8 2

D e a r  S e n a to r  G reen:

I  am  w rit in g  in  su p p o rt o f  SB  25 , “A n A c t re la tin g  to  au th o riz in g  th e  D e p a rtm en t 
o f  C o rre c tio n s  to  p ro v id e  an  a u to m a ted  v ic tim  n o tifica tio n  and  p riso n er 
in fo rm a tio n  system " and  SB 26 , p rov id ing  funding .

P a s s a g e  o f  and  fund ing  fo r  SB  25 will a llo w  fo r  g re a te r  sa fe ty  fo r  v ic tim s o f  
v io le n t crim es. I t  w o u ld  sav e  v ictim s from  physical h arm  and sav e  lives. I t s tan d s 
to  re a so n  th a t th e  so o n e r  th is  bill b eco m es law , th e  s o o n e r  can  th is  p ro te c tio n  be 
p ro v id ed . T h ere fo re , I  u rg e  y o u  to  facilita te  b o th  b ills’ p a ssa g e  th is  session .

T h a n k  y o u  fo r y o u r  co n sid era tio n .

S incerely ,

S an d y  S am an ieg o  
E x ec u tiv e  D ire c to r

cc: Senator Johnny Ellis



R E C E I V E D

Pamela Lutgen -Sandv ik  prj} i  G 1z'7
PO  Box 878464  '  *
W asilla , A K  99687 -8464  .................
0 D

F eb ru ary  4 , 1997

S en ato r L y d a  G reen
C hair, S ta te  A ffa irs  C o m m ittee
R o o m  125
S tate  C ap ito l
Ju n eau , A K  9 9 8 0 1 -1 1 8 2

D ear S en a to r G reen :

I recen tly  re a d  SB  25  and  SB  2 6  re g a rd in g  an  au to m ated  sy s tem  th a t n o tifie s  v ic tim s  w h en  th e ir 
p erp e tra to rs  n av e  b ee n  re leased , tran sfe rre d  to  an o th e r fa c ility  o r h av e  p o s ted  bail. T h ro u g h  th e  
sy stem , v ic tim s  can  also  ca ll to  ch e ck  o n  th e  s ta tu s  o f  an  in m a te  a n y tim e  th ro u g h  an  an o n y m o u s 
p ro cess  th a t p ro tec ts  th e ir  sa fe ty . I fu lly  en d o rse  th is leg is la tio n  an d  en co u rag e  y o u  to  co n sid e r 
a ffirm ativ e  ac tio n  o n  th is  b ill.

T he V IN E  sy s tem  is  h ig h ly  co s t-e ffe c tiv e  sin ce  it is en tire ly  co m p u te riz ed . A sid e  from  th e  in itia l 
se t-u p  and  d a ta  en try , the sy s tem  is ex trem ely  lo w -m ain ten an ce . C rea tin g  th is  sy s tem  o f  v ic tim  
n o tifica tio n  w ill in c rease  g rea tly  th e  sa fe ty  o f  th o se  v ic tim iz ed  by  v io len t o ffen d e rs  and  red u ce  
sig n ifican tly  th e  o p p o rtu n ity  fo r re -o ffen se  to v ic tim ized  fam ilies .

W e have  su ffe red  so m e  m a jo r trag e d ie s  in  the  p ast year. W h ile  th e  V IN E  sy s tem  w ill no t 
am elio ra te  a ll v io len t d ea th s , it h as  the p o ten tia l to  p rev en t m an y  an d  m ak e the  M at-S u  B o ro u g h  
a  sa fe r p lace  fo r  a ll o f  us to  live.

S incere ly ,

CC: Senator Johnny Ellis



a d v o c a t e s  f o r  v i c t i m s  o f  v i o l e n c e

P.O . B o x  524 •  V a ldez , A la sk a  9 9 6 8 6  
24 H o u r  C risis L ine  (9 0 7 ) 8 3 5 -2 9 9 9  •  O ff ic e  (9 0 7 ) 8 3 5 -2 9 8 0  •  FAX (9 0 7 ) 835-2981

March 1,1997

Senator Lyda Green, Chair 
State Affairs Committee 
Hoorn 125, State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Senator Green:
I am writing in support of Senate Bill 25 and Senate Bill 26. These bills would 

authorize the Department of Corrections to provide an automated victim notification 
and prisoner information system in the State of Alaska. This system is commonly 
referred to as “VINE.” Victims of violence deserve prompt and accurate iniormation 
regarding the status of the perpetrator, including release, transfer, posting bail, or 
escape. In many cases, this information may be a matter of life and death, especially 
in the cases of victims of domestic and sexual violence.

I appreciate your attention to this matter. I urge you to consider co-sponsoring 
the bills, ensuring your support. Thank you.

cc: Senator Johnny Ellis

M em ber • Alaska N etw ork  on Domestic Violence and  Sexual A ssault •

Sincerely,

Tamara McCurry 
Evening Advocate
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V I C T I M S

for Justice 619 East Fifth Avenue • Anchorage, A K  99501 
(907) 278-0977 • Fax: (907) 258-0740

March I I , 1997

The Honorable Senator Lyda Green, Chair 
State Affairs Committee 
State Capitol, Room 125 
Juneau, AK  99801 -1182

Dear Senator Green:

I am writing to you to urge you to support the swift passage o f  Senate 
Bill 25 and Senate Bill 26: An Act re lating to authorizing the Department o f  
Corrections to provide an automated victims not i f  cat ion and p risoner 
information system.

Alaskan families and victims o f violent crime deserve to be recognized 
and assisted by Alaska’s Department o f  Corrections. In fact, in 1994, the 
people o f  Alaska overwhelmly passed at the state level, the Victims’ Bill o f  
Rights. This Constitutional amendment makes e x p l ic i t the right to be 
in fo rm ed , present and heard  at the same proceedings where the accused or 
convicted offenders have such rights. As you are aware, the Alaska 
Department o f Corrections has statutory duties relating to crime victims, 
ranging from the notification o f  parole hearings; transfers to other facilities; 
an escape or release from custody to supervising restitution compliance. The 
Victim Information and Notification Everyday (V IN E ) computer system will 
enhance Alaska’ s Department o f  Corrections relationship with the families 
and victims o f  violent crimes and will significantly increase compliance with 
the intent o f  these laws.

Sincerely,

Janice Lienharl 
Executive Director

cc: Senator Johnny Ellis

Providing services to survivors of homicide victims and physical assault



P.O. Box 210685 Anchorage 99521 
211 Fourth Street Suite 108 Juneau 99801

ph one: 9 0 7 - 5 8 6 - 1 1 0 7

fax: 9 0 7 - 5 8 6 - 1 0 9 7

A l a s k a  W o m e n ’ s L o b b y

P O S I T I O N  S T A T E M E N T

--Automated V ictim Notification /P risoner 
Identifica tion System

These  bills au thorize and fund an autom ated victim notification system  ca lled  Victim 
Information and Notification Eve ryday (V .I.N .E .) Th is system  autom atica lly p laces ca lls  
to victims to notify them that their attacker has been  re le a sed , transfe rred  to another 
facility o r posted  bail. Victims m ay a lso  anonym ous ly  ca ll to check on the status o f an 
inmate anytime.

W e heartily support the goa l o f this legislation to p rovide an efficient and re liab le 
method o f notifying crime victims when the inmate has a  change o f status. Timely 
notification a llow s a victim to p repa re  fo r the p e rpe tra to r ’s  re le a se , which can 
som etim es involve taking lifesaving p recautions. In addition, the burden p laced  on 
corrections and victim/witness staff, charged with responsib ility fo r notifying the crime 
victim, is significantly reduced .

The A laska W om en ’s Lobby supports  these  bills and app lauds this e ffo rt to m ake life a  
little s a fe r fo r victims o f crime. W e  urge prompt p a ssag e .

' -.C .'p>.s U.



V i n e  s o u n d s  l i k e  a s k e e m  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  b o u n t y  h u n t e r s ,  p h o t o  
r a d a r  to e x t r a c t  m o n e y  f r o m  t h e  t a x p a p e r .

W h o  is V i n e ?  Is i t  a n o t h e r  A r i z o n a  c o m p a n y  o u t  t o  m a k e  a b u c k
o f f  A l a s k a .  Is it r e a l l y  n e s s e s s a r y  j u s t  b e c a u s e  a c o u p l e  o f  

o t h e r  s t a t e s  h a v e  it. A m  s u r e  t h e  v i c t i m s  o f  a p a r i s o n e r  p r e t t y  

w e l l  k e e p  t r a c k  of p e r s o n .  T h e  6 0 0  c a l l s  a da y ,  a s  s t a t e s  b y  

s o m e  p o l l s  a r e  p r o b a b l y  f r o m  f r i e n d s ,  r e l a t i v e s  o r  p a r d n e r s  
in c r i m e  t r y i n g  to f i g u r e  o u t  h o w  t o  g e t  t h e m  o u t .  I f  a p r i s o n e r  

is s o  d a n g e r o u s  w h y  i s h e  b e i n g  r e l e a s e d ?  I s  it r e a l l y  g o i n g  
to d o  a n y  g o o d  to l e t  t h e  v i c t i m  k n o w ?  I t  s e e m s  t o  m e  l i k e  
a 1 m i n u t e  p h o n e  c a l l  f r o m  t h e  f a c i l i t y  o f  r e l e a s e  w o u l d  b e  
a d e q u a t e .  I t h i n k  e v e r y  p r i s o n e r  s h o u l d  h a v e  a s p o n s o r  e v e n  

t h o  t h e y  h a v e  a p a r o l e  o f f i c e r .  If t h e y  a r e  h a b i t u a l s  w h o  a r e  

d a n g e r o u s  t h e n  t h e y  s h o u l d  b e  p u t  t o  d e a t h  o r  k e p t  in. W e  n e e d

t h e  d e a t h  p e n a l t y  b a c k  b y  l e a t h a l  i n j u c t i o n .

T h e  A l a s k a  d e a t h  p e n a l t y  w h e n  in f o r c e  w a s  b y  h a n g i n g  b u t  n o t  
m a n y  p e o p l e  r e m e m b e r  w h e n  t h e y  b u i l t  t h e  h a n g i n g  s c a f f o l d  
i n S e w a r d  f o r  t h e  S h o w a l t e r  m u r d e r  b a c k  i n  t h e  5 0 ' s a n d  b e f o r e  

t h e  e x e c u t i o n ,  t h e  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  o u t l a w e d  c a p i t a l  
p u n i s h m e n t .

If i t ' s  t r u e  A r i z o n a  c o s t  £ a s  m u c h ,  s h i p  a l l  t h e  l o n g  t e r m e r s  

o u t  a n d  l e t  t h e m  d o  t h e  e x e c u t i o n s  if n e s s e s s a r y .

W e  a l s o  n e e d  a 3 t i m e s  a n d  o u t  law, n o  n o t  i n  j a i l  t i m e  
b u t  o u t  o f  t h e  s t a t e  f o r e v e r ,  t h a t  w i l l  c u r e  a l o t  o f  t h e m .
W e  n e e d  a l o t  o f  s i m p l e  t h i n g s  l i k e  g i v e  t h e  c o p s  b a c k  t h e i r  
g u n s  t o  us e .

T h e r e  is n o  r e a s o n  w h y  w e  c a n ' t  g e t  r i d  o f  £ o u r  c r i m e  a n d  d r u g s  

in 3 m o n t h s  if w e  h a d  p e o p l e  w i t h  g u t s  t o  p u s h  f o r  t h e  r i g h t  

k i n d  o f  l a w s .

O n e  l a s t  c o m m e n t ,  9 0 %  o f  t h e  S t a t e  a n d  C i t y  w o r k e r s  a r e  m a k i n g  

t o o  m u c h ,  $ 2 0 , 0 0 0  is s t a r t i n g  w a g e  f o r  m o s t  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  

d o w n  s o u t h ,  $ 8 0 , 0 0 0  p l u s  $ 1 0 , 0 0 0  b e n e f i t s  i s  j u s t  t o o  d a m n  m u c h  
in A n c h o r a g e .  C o n s t r u c t i o n  u n i o n s  h a v e  n o  b u s i n e s s  i n  g o v e r n m e n t .

T o  a l l  h o u s e  a n d  S e n a t e  m e m b e r s  r e f e r e n c e  b i l l  2 5

I n f l a t e d  w a g e s  g o  b a c k  t o  p i p e l i n e  d a y s ,  w h e n  
t h e  u n i o n s  s a i d  " G i v e  u s  a $ 5 . 0 0  a n  h o u r  r a i s e "  

a n d  t h e  c i t y  f a t h e r s  s a i d  11 W h y  n o t  w e  g o t  t o o  

m u c h  m o n e y  a n y w a y . "  N o w  t h e y  d o  n o t  h a v e  t h e  

b a c k b o n e  t o  m o v e  w a g e s  b a c k  w h e r e  t h e y  s h o u l d  
b e  a n d  t h e  s a m e  t h i n g  g o e s  f o r  t h e  s t a t e  a n d  
t h e n  i t  t r i c k l e d  i n t o  t h e  p r i v a t e  s e c t o r .

B e r t  S h a w  
3 3 2  S h a w  c i r c l e  

a n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 0 8  
( 9 0 7 ) 3 3 7 - 3 8 0 7  ^  A

V o s  —
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M unicipality 
o f 

Anchorage

P.O. Box 196(550 
Anchorage, Alaslta 99519-6(550 

r̂ * \ \  Telephone: (907) 6434250

Rick Mystrom. Mayor
R e c e i v e d

DEPAKLMTVT OF LAW 
OUjCC o f  the Pro9Cthitor 
420 L Street, Suite 100

Ans (j

M arch 1 9 ,1 9 9 7

Senator L yda Green  
Stare C apitol, R oom  125 
Juneau, A lask a  9 9 8 0 1 -1 1 8 2

D ear Senator Lyda Green;

I am  w riting on  behalf o f  the M unicipal Prosecutors O ffice , the M unicipality o f  A nchorage and its 
people, and all the victim s o f  dom estic violence. I urge your support for the passage o f  Senate B ill 
25 and the attendant appropriations bill.

S in ce  the passage o f  the D om estic  V io len ce Protection/V ictim  Protection act o f  1996, particularly 
the am endm ents to A S 12 .30 .027 , Prosecutor and D istrict A ttorney o ffices around the state have  
been  charged w ith  a responsib ility  w c  sim ply cannot m eet this in any m eaningful manner.

A S  1 2 .30 .027 (d )(1 ) provides:

W hen a person is  released from custody under (a) o f  this section  
(bail), from a correctional facility, the correctional facility  shall notify  
the prosecuting authority and the prosecuting authority shall m ake  
reasonable efforts to im m ediately n otify  the alleged  victim  o f  the 
release, and to furnish the alleged v ictim  w ith a cop y  o f  the order 
setting any conditions o f  release.

A s things stand now , there sim ply arc no reasonable efforts w e  can m ake to im m ediately notify  the 
victim  i f a  defendant m akes bail at 2:00 or 3:00 in the m orning, w hich is w hen m ost o f  these arrests 
are m ade.

A n  autom ated and statewide victim  notification system  is  the on ly  m eaningful m ethod o f  com plying  
w ith  A S 12.30 .027 . I fw c  arc to protect the victim 's o f  dom estic v io lence and remain at the forefront 
o f  d om estic  v io len ce  prosecution, this system  m ust b e  im plem ented.

S in r '" * 1’'

John M arston Richard 
C h ie f M unicipal Prosecutor

cc: Senator Johnny Ellis
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P j  C O M M U N ITY  C O U N SELIN G  CENTER

T o n g a s s

F e b ru a ry  5, 1997

S e n a to r  L y d a  G reen , C hair 
S ta te  A ffairs C o m m ittee  
R o o m  125 
S ta te  C ap ito l 
Ju n ea u , A K  9 9 8 0 1 -1 1 8 8

D ear S e n a to r  G reen '

O n b e h a lf  o f  th e  s ta f f  a t T o n g ass  C o m m u n ity  C o u nseling  C en te r I am  req u es tin g  th a t you  
su p p o rt S en a te  Bill 25 and  S e n a te  Bill 2 6  to  fund  an  aut om ated  v ictim  n o tifica tio n  system  
ca lled  V ictim  In fo rm atio n  and  N o tifica tio n  E v ery d ay  (V IN E ) w ith in  th e  D e p a rtm en t o f  
C o rre c tio n s . T o n g ass  C o m m u n ity  C o u nse ling  C en te r w o rk s  w ith  th e  p e rp e tra to rs  o f  
d o m es tic  v io lence  and  sexual assau lt. O u r p rim ary  focus in th is  line o f  w o rk  is victim  
sa fe ty  and  p e rp e tra to r  accoun tab ility . W e  en d o rse  V IN E  b ecau se  it em p o w ers  th e  victim . 
It g iv es  v ic tim s access to  in fo rm atio n  w h en  th ey  ch o o se  ra th e r th an  re ly ing on  so m eo n e  in 
th e  crim inal ju s tic e  to  re m e m b er to  no tify  them . I en co u rag e  you  to  p ass th is  bill to  
p ro v id e  a b e tte r  serv ice to  th e  v ic tim s o f  d o m estic  v io lence and  sexual assau lt.

T h an k  y o u  fo r y o u r co n sid e ra tio n  in th is issue.

S incere ly ,

B rid g e t Craw fcfrd 
E x ec u tiv e  D irec to r

cc: S e n a to r  Johnny  Ellis

222 Seward SC. • Juneau, Alaska 99801 • (907) 586-5585
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A la sk a  P ea c e  O ff ic ers  A sso c ia t io n
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Business Manager
Joseph E. voung 
Anchorage

Board of Directors
Michael Corkill. President 
Fairbanks

Robin Lc.vn, Vice President 
Juneau

Mike Grimes. Past President 
Anchorage

Ron Beiden, Member 
Kenai
Pres. Kenai Chapter

Leo Brandlen. Member 
Anchorage
Pres. Anchorage Chapter

Sam Ed.vards, Memoer 
Palmer
Pres Mat-Su Chapter

Steve Heckman. Memoer 
Fairbanks
Pres Fartnest Ncrtn Chapter

Steve * a v.ara, Memoer 
Juneau
Pres. Capitol City Chapter

S co tt  C h a im , M em oer 

Wrangell
Pres Wrangell Chapter

Leroy Mestas Member 
Ketchikan
Pres. Fi st City Chapter

James See. Member 
Craig
Pres Pnnce ol Wales Chapter

P.O. B o x  240106  A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  99524 -0 106  Phone (9 07 ) 277 -0515  F a x  (9 0 7 ) 272 -5355

J a n u a r y  17, 1 9 9 7

S e n a t o r  J o h n n y  E l l i s  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  

S t a t e  C a p i t o l  (MS 3100)
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2

D e a r  S e n a t o r  E l l i s ,

O n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  P e a c e  O f f i c e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  I 
w o u l d  l i k e  t o  t h a n k  y o u  f o r  i n t r o d u c i n g  S e n a t e  B i l l s  
25 a n d  26 r e l a t i n g  to a u t h o r i z i n g  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  
C o r r e c t i o n s  to p r o v i d e  a n  a u t o m a t e d  v i c t i m  

n o t i f i c a t i o n  a n d  p r i s o n e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  s y s t e m  a n d  
a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  s a m e .  A t  a r e c e n t  m e e t i n g  o f  

t h e  A P O A  S t a t e  B o a r d ,  w e  d e c i d e d  t o  u n a n i m o u s l y  
s u p p o r t  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .  W e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  b e t t e r  
t h e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  a r e  b e t w e e n  C o r r e c t i o n s ,  

d e p a r t m e n t s ,  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  a n d  v i c t i m s ,  t h e  b e t t e r  

t h e  p r e v e n t i o n  of p r i s o n e r - r e l a t e d  p r o b l e m s .

W e  e n c o u r a g e  y o u  t o  c a l l  o n  u s  w h e n  t h e r e  a r e  h e a r i n g s  
o n  t h e s e  b i l l s ,  s o  t h a t  w e  m a y  t e s t i f y  a b o u t  t h e  n e e d  
f o r  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .  If y o u  n e e d  a s s i s t a n c e  a s  y o u  
s h e p h e r d  t h e s e  b i l l s  t h r o u g h  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  p r o c e s s ,  
p l e a s e  c a l l  m e  at 4 5 1 - 5 3 1 6 ,  o r  o u r  b u s i n e s s  m a n a g e r ,  

J o s e p h  Y o u n g  at 2 7 7 - 0 5 1 5 .

S i n c e r e l y ,

M i c h a e l  C o r k i l l  
A P O A  S t a t e  P r e s i d e n t



M itnicipali'

Anchorage Rick Mystrom, Mayor

P.O. Box 196050
A n cho ra ge . A la s k a 9 9 5 1 9 -6 0 5 0

DEPARTMENT OP LAW 
Office of the Prosecutor 
430 I. Street. Suite 100

M arch  19, 1997

S en a to r L y d a  G reen 
S ta te  C ap ito l, R oom  125 
Ju n eau , A la sk a  99801-1182

D ear S e n a to r  L y d a  G reen;

I am  w ritin g  o n  b eh a lf o f  the M u n ic ip a l P ro secu to rs  O ffice , the M u n ic ip a lity  o f  A n c h o rag e  an d  its 
peop le , an d  all the v ictim s o f  d o m estic  v io lence. I urge y o u r support for the  p a ssa g e  o f  S en a te  B ill 
25  and  th e  a tten d an t ap p ro p ria tio n s  b ill.

S ince the  p assag e  o f  the  D om estic  V io len ce  P ro tcc tio n /V ic tim  P ro tec tio n  ac t o f  1996, p a r tic u la rly  
th e  a m e n d m e n ts  to AS 12 .30 .027 , P ro secu to r and D istric t A tto rn ey  o ffices  a ro u n d  th e  s ta te  h av e  
been  ch a rg e d  w ith  a re sp o n sib ility  w e  s im p ly  can n o t m ee t this in any m can in g ftil m an n er.

AS 1 2 .3 0 .0 2 7 (d )(1 ) provides:

W hen  a p erso n  is re leased  from  cu s to d y  u n d er (a) o f  th is  sec tio n  
(bail), from  a correc tional facility, the correctional facility  shall no tify  
the p ro secu tin g  au th o rity  and  the p ro secu tin g  au th o rity  shal l  m ak e  
reaso n ab le  effo rts  to  im m ed ia te ly  n o tify  the a lleged  v ic tim  o f  the 
re lease, and to fu rn ish  the a lleged  v ic tim  w ith  a copy o f  th e  o rd e r 
se tting  an y  co n d itio n s  o f  re lease.

A s th ings stand  now , there sim ply  are no reasonab le e f fo n s  w e can  m ak e  to  im m e d ia te ly  n o tify  the  
v ictim  i f  a defendan t m akes bail at 2 :0 0  o r 3 :00  in the m orning, w hich  is w h e n  m ost o f  these arrests 
a re  m ade.

A n au to m ated  and statew ide v ictim  no tification  system  is the only  m eaningfiil m eth o d  o f  co m p ly in g  
w ith  A S 12.30.027. I f  w e are to p ro tec t the v ictim 's o f  dom estic v io lence and  rem ain  at the forefront 
o f  d o m es tic  v io len ce  p ro secu tio n , this system  m ust be  im plem ented .

Sinrr>nMv

John  M arston  R ichard  
C h ie f  M unicipal P ro secu to r

cc: Senator Johnny Ellis
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Victims for Justice
M a r c h  1997

P a g e  & V ic t im s  f o r  J u s t i c e

“ Safe Neighborhood”  Crime 
Initiatives

B y  P ca r lc n c  H cm a n d c z - V il la  
U A A  Socia l Work P rac iicum  Student 

do ing her in ternsh ip w ith VFJ
B IL L  T R A C K IN  J  ST A T U S

As or M a r c h  12.1997
HB 5

"A n  A c t r e la t in g  to p ro se c u t io n  o f  m in o r s  fo r  

c r im in a l  v io la t io n s ;  an d  a m e n d in g  R u le  3 ( a ) ,  

A la s k a  R u le s  o f  C r im in a l  P r o c e d u re ."

S p o n so r ( s ) :  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E (S )

K E L L Y .  O gan

C u r re n t  S ta tu s :  (H o u s e )  J u d ic ia r y  S t a tu s  

D a te : 1 / 1 3 / 9 7  i l i r n  F in a n c e .

A s o f  J a n u . 1 9 9 7 ,  H o u s e  B i l l  5  h a s  no t

h ad  i t s  f i r  im it ic e  h e a r in g  H B  5  i s  no t

e x p e c te d  to ^e d u r in g  t h is  s e s s io n .  S p o n ­

so r s  a r c  p u tt in g  th e ir  fo c u s  o n  H B  6  A N D  

H B  1 6  in  th e  ju v e n i l e  c r im e  a re a . B o th  H B  6  

and  H B  1 6  o p e n s  u p  c o n f id e n t ia l i t y  o f  ju v e ­

n i le  c r im e  o f fe n d e r s ,  a  k e y  c o m p o n e n t  fo r  

v ic t im s  o f  c r im e .

HB 6

"A n  A c t a m e n d in g  la w s  r e la t in g  to the  d i s ­

c lo su r e  o f  in fo rm a t io n  r e la t in g  to  c e r ta in  m i­

n o r s ."

S p o n so r ( s ) :  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E (S )

K E L L Y ,  T h c r r ia u lt .  V c z c y ,  O g a n . D y so n , 

P h i l l ip s ,  R y a n

C u r re n t  S ta tu s ;  (H o u s e )  F i n a n c e  S t a t u s  

D a t e :  2 / 2 1 / 9 7

A s o f  F e b ru a r y  2 1 ,  1 9 9 7 ,  H o u se  F in a n c e  h a s  

h ea rd  H o u se  B i l l  6  th re e  t im e s . H B  6  w i l l  b e  

h e a rd  b y  H o u se  fo r  d ie  fo u r th  t im e  o n  M a rc h  

2 0 ,  1 9 9 7 .  H B  6  h a s  b e e n  in  H e a lth  E d u c a ­

t io n  a n d  S o c ia l  S e rv  ic e  (H E S )  an d  J u d ic ia r y  

c o m m itte e  an d  p a s s e d  o u t  o f  co m m itte e .

!IB  7
C S H B  7  J u d ic ia r y

"A n  A c t a u th o r iz in g  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  c o m ­

m u n ity  d isp u te  r e so lu t io n  c e n te r s  to  fo s te r  

th e  r e so lu t io n  o f  d is p u t e s  b e tw e en  ju v e n i l e  

o f fe n d e r s  an d  th e ir  v ic t im s ,  an d  p r o v id in g  

im m u n ity  fro m  c iv i l  s u i t s  fo r  y o u th  c o u r t s  

an d  fo r  m e m b e r s  o f  th e  b o a rd s  o f  d ir e c to r s , 

e m p lo y e e s ,  v o lu n t e e r s ,  a n d  m e m b e r s  o f  

y o u th  c o u r t s ."

S p o n so r ( s ) ;  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E (S )  

P O R T E R .  G re e n , C ro ft  R o k c b c r g ,  J a m e s . 

K u b in a ,  B u n d e ,  K c m p .c n , B e r k o w it z ,  O r­

g an

S E N A T O R (S )  W ilk c nI
C u r r e n t  S ta tu s :  ( S e n a t e )  J u d ic ia r y  S t a t u s  

D d d a tc :  2 / 1 7 / 9 7  th en  F in a n c e

H o u se  B i l l  7  i s  in  S e n a te  J u d ic ia r y ,  it h a s

p a s s e d  o u t  o f  th e  H o u se  an d  i s  in  S e n a te  

J u d ic ia r y  C o m m it te e  a t  t h is  t im e .

H o u s e  v o te s :

Y E A S :  3 4  N A Y S : 0  E X C U S E D :  6  A B S E N T :  

0

H B 9

C S H B  9  ( F in a n c e )  A M

“V ic t im s  R ig h t  to be P resent at T r ia l .”
"A n  A c t r e la t in g  to  th e  r ig h t s  o f  c r im e  v ic t im s  

a n d  v ic t im s  o f  ju v e n i l e  o f fe n se s ;  r e la t in g  to 

th e  c o l le c t io n  b y  v ic t im s  o f  r e s t itu t io n  from  

p r is o n e r s :  r e la t in g  to th e  d e f in i t io n  o f  

in c a p a c i t a t e d  fo r  s e x u a l o f fe n s e s :  c r e a t in g  the 

c r im e  o f  in t e r f e r in g  w it h  a  rep o rt o f  a  c r im e  

in v o lv in g  d o m e s t ic  v io le n c e :  r e la t in g  to  m e n ­

ta l e x a m in a t io n s  o f  v ic t im s  in  c r im in a l  p ro se ­

c u t io n s ;  r e la t in g  to  th e  s a fe t y  o f  v ic t im s ,  o th e r 

pet s o n s ,  a n d  th e  c o m m u n ity  in  se t t in g  b a i l  o r 

c o n d it io n s  o f  r e le a se :  r e la t in g  to a c c e s s  to 

c e r t a in  r e c o rd s  o f  th e  V io le n t  C r im e s  C o m ­

p e n s a t io n  B o a rd :  a m e n d in g  R u le  6 ,  A la s k a  

R u le s  o f  C r im in a l  P r o c e d u re , R u le s  4 0 4  and  

6 1 5 ,  A la s k a  R u le s  o f  E v id e n c e ,  an d  R u le  3 .  

A la s k a  D e l in q u e n c y  R u le s ;  a n d  p ro v id in g  fo r 

an  e f f e c t iv e  d a te ."

S p o n so r ( s . i :  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E (S )  

P O R T E R .  G re e n , C ro f t , K u b in a ,  K c m p lc n

C u r r e n t  S t a t u s :  ( S )  J u d ic ia r y  S ta tu s  

D a te :  3 / 1 0 / 9 7  th en  F in a n c e .

H o u s e  B i l l  9  h a s  p a s s e d  o u t  o f  H o u se  an d  i s  in  

S e n a t e  J u d ic ia r y  s in c e  M a rc h  1 0 , 1 9 9 7 .

H o u s e  v o le s

P a s s e d  o n  r e c o n s id e ra t io n  Y E S  3 1  N A Y S  6  

E X C U S E D  2  A B S E N T  1

U R G E N T  U P D A T E  - W e have ju s t 
rece ived w ord Sena to r R ob in  T a y lo r is 
h o ld ing  tip I IB  9 . P L E A S E  C A L L  
the leg is lative o ffice at 2 5 8 -8 1 1 1  and 
send a pub lic  opin ion message to Sena­
to r  T a y lo r  u rg ing  him  to support HB 9. 
C r im e  v ic t im s ’  c o n s t i tu t io n a l 
r ig h ts  a r c  in  je o p a rd y !

H C R  4
R e la t in g  to  r e c o rd s  g e n e ra te d  an d  m a in ta in e d  

b y  th e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  H e a lth  an d  S o c ia l  S e r ­

v ic e s .

S p o n s o r ( s ) :  R E P R E S t  N T A T 1 V E ( S )  K E L L Y .  

P h i l l i p s .  D y so n ,  R y a n .  B a m c s

C u n e n t  S ta tu s ;  (H o u s e )  F in a n c e  S t a tu s  D ate : 

2 / 2 1 / 9 7

H o u s e  C o n c u r re n t  R e so lu t io n  4  i s  In  H o u se  

F in a n c e  s in c e  F e b ru a r y  2 1 ,  1 9 9 7 .  H o u se  F i ­

n a n c e  i s  g o in g  to  h e a r  in  co m m itte e  o n  M arch

2 0 ,  1 9 9 7 .

SB  2 5  H B  47

"A n  A c t r e la t in g  to a u th o r iz in g  the D ep a rt ­

m en t o f  C o r re c t io n s  to p ro v id e  an  au tom ated  

v ic t im  n o t if ic a t io n  and  p r iso n e r  in fo rm a t io n  

s y s t e m .”

V I N E ™  , p ro v id e s  c r it ic a l in m a te  in fo rm a t io n  

2 4  h o u r s  a  d a y . 7  d a y s  a  w e e k  th ro u g h  the 

a u to m a te d  te le p ho n e  sy s te m . V IN E  a l lo w s  fo r 

a c o n f id e n t ia l e x c h a n g e  o f  in fo rm a t io n . V ic ­

t im s  m a y  a c c e s s  in fo rm a t io n  o n  a p r iso n e r  

th ro u g h  the  u se  o f  a  p e r so n a l id e n t if ic a t io n  

n u m b e r , a n d  th ey  m ay  e a s i ly  e n te r  n e w  co n tac t 

n u m b e r s .

S e n a te  B i l l  2 5  i s  s t i l l  w a it in g  to be h ea rd  in  

S e n a te  S t a le  A f fa ir  C o m m itte e  s in c e  Ja n u a ry  

1 3 , 1 9 9 7 .  a n d  it  h a s  no t h ad  a  h e a r in g  c o m m it ­

te e  a s  o f  ye t.

H o u se  B i l l  4 7  h a s  b een  in  H o u se  S ta te  A ffa ir s  

s in c e  J a n u a r y  1 3 . 1 9 9 7 ,  a n d  it h a s  no t h ad  a 

c o m m it te e  h e a r in g  a s  o f  y e t.

S B  2 5  S p o n so r ( s ) :  S E N A T O R  E L L I S .  D o n le y  

H B  4 7  S p o n so r ( s ) :  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  

K E M P L E N

SB  2 6  and  HB 48

" A n  A c t m a k in g  a sp e c ia l a p p ro p r ia t io n  fo r an  

a u to m a te d  v ic t im  n o t if ic a t io n  sy s te m : an d  p ro ­

v i d i n g  fo r  an  e ffe c t iv e  d a te .”

T h e  s u m  o f  S 2 5 0 . 0 0 0  s h a l l  be ap p ro p r ia ted  

f ro m  th e  g e n e ra l fu n d  to the D ep a rtm en t o f  

C o r r e c t io n s  fo r an  au to m ated  v ic t im  n o t if ic a ­

t io n  s y s t e m  fo r f i s c a l  y e a r s  1 9 9 7  and  1 9 9 8 .

S e n a te  B i l l  2 6  h a s  b een  in  S e n a te  S ta te  A ffa ir s  

s in c e  J a n u a r y  1 3 . 1 9 9 7 .  It h a s  no t h ad  a 

c o m m it te e  h e a r in g  a s  o f  y e t .

H o u se  B i l l  4 8  h a s  b een  in  H o u se  S ta te  A ffa ir s  

s in c e  J n n u a ry  1 3 . 1 9 9 7 ,  a n d  it h a s  not h ad  a 

c o m m it te e  h e a r in g  a s  o f  y e t.

S p o n so r ( s ) :  S E N A T O R  E L L I S ,  D o n le y

B o th  S B  2 5  and  H B  4 7  need  v ic t im s  w h o  

w o u ld  b e  w i l l in g  to t e s t i f y  o r su b m it  w r it ten  

t e s t im o n y  r e g a rd in g  th e ir  e x p e r ie n c e  w ith  n o t 

b e in g  n o t if ie d  w h e n  th e ir  a t ta c k e r  w a s  r e ­

le a s e d .  I f  yo u  arc  in te re ste d  in  le s i f y in g  o r  

p r o v id in g  w r it te n  te s t im o n y  p le a s e  con tac t:

S e n a to r  L y d a  G tc c n . S e n a te  S ta te  A f f a ir s .  

S ta te  C a p ito l ,  R m  1 0 5 , J u n e a u , A K  9 9 8 0 1 -  

1 1 8 2  ( 8 0 0 ) 5 6 5 - 3 7 4 3

R e p r e s e n ta t iv e  Je an n e tte  J a m e s , H o u se  S ta te  

A f f a ir s .  R m  1 0 2 .  Ju n e a u . A K  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2 .
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come evenly across the board. By the way, I 
atn a conservative Republican.

—  Dennis Adamson 
, Anchorage

t 1 * • * . • •

C u t s  t o  F i l m  O f f i c e  c o s t l y
I own and operate one of Alaska’s major

alive, i.e., the state ot Alaska vs. Venetle;;j<.:> ,7-7,. • 
jO  We Natives don't read in the neWipapfcrs‘'"j/>person presently has aiparticular. drug in the -.tim s/ whenever/;/ah.perpetrator's status V w® Natives aont }'e.a,9 .ln f.»e newspapers 

body. A person could be underlthe influence changed.. If,,aniiirimate is released, trans- !nor d° we see on television anything about.'.: :L 
of, an intoxicating:drug'at;the time of. a .drug . ferred, posts-bail or escapes, registered vie- iw*1L1atlls I’pally happening to us, though I know; .y 
test and yet haive the.test result, be,negative.;,. tims would be notified through an automated and the “nouveau riche PFD Alaskans" are in 

1... The only rational way to promot? job per- system within mjnutes. ., , denial about their role in all of this, while we •;
• forniance and safety is through performance ,.. The system, called Victim Information and ., breathlessly await ,an Alaska vs. ;Venetie • V, 

testing. Such tests are.even used for astro-.., Notification Everyday, gives victims,time to .decision for the next 20 years or so ■-p .nt.th?,...
■ nauts in the space program.’!,With * them's ait \  take.life-savihg steps.’VINE is being used in rat® w® Y® been dying, please. Natives'want ,'V,

"   ‘ ' -----------  New.lJersey,-'.Texas,'.California,'/Jt° live We a re .in ;constant p.eri fronv the
.--•LLfSrL*-j «.’_ 1 .L1— ;stote. We are not 'merely'! caretakers of the. ' 'stock photography agencies which represents 'A„ e .n ip l^  cmpjoW^Kentucky,. Nety.U .

eVgn yenrs ee is functipning safely ordmpalred by sick-;,V,Michigan, Georgia and Florida — helplng-vic
ness, fatigue, 
toxication

;ue/injury;emotional dlstress.or.jiif 1 jtims and their children stay out.-of 
i f , f\ - $ . ! ^ v  '■!:$' •;* ‘Way. Please call your legislator or write
>cHno> Ic'lnn 'lim lfpH  nhfiiiinppllnhlp ' te r

make sure those lands you left,
'rlonnoH'.im nhil nn ^d isg u st a r e 'c le a n e d ’up ahd  go honie.-O n 

j r  w a y  out c lean  up Alaska;* j>'\ !•."».i*y;I i ’

111
I, til.

,i !,

58 photographers. For the past seven years 
we liave provided numerous award-winning
photos for the state Film Office’s advertising .. , vv.„ - n - . • . - - .. .
camnaians tfivo hillhnnrds several location .Drug testing is, -tooJimjted ahd'.unrelinble • ter in. support for SB. 25 and HB 4 7 .-----------------  , . . . . .  .
handbooks, direct mail pieces and many ads, Jolbe used td'promote jbb^erfo^manceland.:;’;cessful passage of this bill may mean the dif- , _
in movie trade magazines). The Film,Office public safety., Tho ,n' ,”l!lnn nfvnr.«nr«. in.i .Fm-nnm l l f °  ri»n*h r~>. ~e evervone —  maice sure tnose lands vouieii
has been a great client over the,years. ,. " . yolved such,

If the proposed budget cuts go through, it be unacceptable
will have a lasting and negative effect on t0  , ,mj nnr.°W?,'L: . ,^ 1 '
many small businesses and one of Alaska’s if some, kind of testing is. desirable 
largest industries — tourism. Last year it c o s te ssa ry , replace it.withperformanee tests, 
the state of Alaska $261,000 to operate the ■ * ■ -v;i’'-•*?*•— Alor■Vnxnusi'^
Film Office and it generated nn income 
nearly $3 million. Can we afford not to 
advantage of. this free advertising that 
motes Alaska? , ■

The Film Office has a proven record that it 
is a prime investment, generating income for 
Alaskans and also for the state of Alaska.
With the proposed budget cuts, we lose and 
the state of Alaska loses. •

—  Ken Graham, owner 
Ken Graham Agency 

, Anchorage

’ -the A  !•........... =.«‘ w" K  ^ t i^ ^ y o s a u s k a s ;.^
take V ••• ,.. r. t -j n ,'
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H M O s J r i p p i h g  o f f  M e d i c a r e
, Medicare rip-offl • I recently received a • 
ewspnper.cHpp’no From a Southern Califor- • ■

i l l )  •$( " tr*%« i ' • **X •
—  Evelyn Hash . ;.y

5; ..Gakona : ..t-
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T h i s  a l t e r h a t i v e i s c h o b l  w o r k s  ' V

m, 'Alternative-' schbtpls’.arbi often'7 '!! 
r being elitist, unfair,oi' divisive. I ‘fl
n n r t n n ► m r « n n n l '> n  f l i n f  n i f ’n n n  I •’ *s important'to recognlzbihat tliey .can

 jd be inclusive -L even ill schoobwithin- ., • ;.
•<r-! alter HMO merger. A handful of senior a-school settings such as ourlowri/ " " .! ' ■fl'* -y
vlio. were''jailed .for; beating executives at FHP.International Corn, stands , The recent Gove*.iment Hill World’s Fair Is’ ’ ’f nn 117» 1. i:» |n ___I u ...,   .

D r u g  t e s t i n g  v i o l a t e s  p r i v a c y
, The 

selves 
ployment 
in
and requires them to prove their "innocence 
even thoughithere.is no reason to believe that 
their job pcrforman.cp is being impaired-by 
drug use or anything else. Admirably, the An­
chorage police and firefighters have the self- 
respect to oppose such testing.

Drug testing is ostensibly done to promote 
job safety and performance. But drug 
do not measure job performance; they 
ally only test for metabolites, which ar 
is left over in the body after it uses up a 
Except with respect to alcohol, drug 
generally don’t even determine whether

two 
JFHP

. ..........................  .............................................. . ^enrolled
in place to let; them 
trator is released',fi 
time a 1 victim; knows 
been released is 
door. ‘ ■

"Perpetrators who. wfere''jailed.for;beating executives at FHP.International Corp. stands . 
their spouse may use their,,children as pawns I'i/to get huge going-hway paydays ... At the top ; on example. With the lielp and support, of our •
in order to "get back" at.the victirp. If the per- of the list is FHP chief executive Wescott W. sponsors — First National Bank of Anchorage,'
pctrator is. the biplogical.father of a,victim's ,^,Price III ivhp will Veceive a $1.5 million gold- Tastee Freez, Tesoro  ̂ 7-Eleven' and National ‘
child." he mnv take, the-child frnni'.'schnnl.or.' eri l-innrlchnlfe iF he tunllrc numv nc nvnnrtorl ' Bank of Alaska, in 'name a few — \ye trbns- ;

iritdrhational festi- - 
.participated/1;

 ...... .................... .___________ JUU, u w..e..6v.... , ,.------------------ -.-----------  a .™,i bok dresses/ ,
being released fr6n  jail;' they could got a re--.-'1'.'.. Price also owns nearly 400,000 shares .of ''.,an Alaska Native puppet theater group in ter-":

. straining order and notify their child’s school- ' FHP’s common stock. I-Ie'll receive $7, million tained, and Latino parents cooked tostddos and 
or day cure about fhe' not'nnMalli/:hnnfTeroiis'-'>'ln cnQll'foV.thnbe chnrec nnH nh em'ihl "nmnimi fried nlantains. We shared and exnlnred each’* .

’situation;
Rt7Pt*V lUAplf

ferences, we discoverthat we'are not'io dif­
ferent after all. , J .'" } •

Government Hill'is proof that'alternative ’’ 
Not only do they promote|ed- , 

excellence, but,' when' done right,'; '• 
nennle together! v' ’* . " !

,, , —  Kathfyn Gerlckt 
Anchorage
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If p a ssed , th is le g is la tio n  w ou ld  au th o rize  th e  D epa rtm en t o f C o rrec tion s  to  pu t in p la ce  an  a u tom a ted  v ic tim  
n o tific a tion  s y s tem . This com pu te rized  sy stem  w ou ld  in te rfa c e  w ith  th e  d ep a rtm en t's  p re sen t O ffe n d e r-B a sed  
S ta te  C o rre c t io n s  In fo rm a tion  S y s tem  (O B SC IS ), and w ou ld  au tom a tica lly  n o tify  v ic tim s by  te le p h on e  o f a 
change in s ta tu s  o f  an o ffe n d e r . V ictim  no tific a tion  w ou ld  be done  w ith ou t cha rg e , bu t th e  sy s tem  a lso  w ou ld  
oe rm it v ic tim s and  the  pub lic to  m ake the ir ow n  inquiries o f  o ffe n d e rs ' s ta tu s  by te le p h on e  a t any  tim e ; a sm a ll 
tee w ou ld  be ch a rg ed  fo r  each  independen t inquiry .

T o  im p lem en t th is  au tom a ted  sy stem  the  D epa rtm en t o f C o rre c tion s  w ou ld  pu t ou t an  RFP fo r  equ ipm en t, 
s o ftw a re , and in s ta lla tio n . Funding fo r th e  sy s tem 's  s ta rtu p  c o s t is add ressed  in an accom pan y in g  
app rop ria tion  bill (S B  2 6 ) .  Until spec ific  p rop o sa ls  are rece ived  from  v en d o rs , it is n o t p o s s ib le  to  de te rm ine  
w hat the  ong o ing  ope ra tin g  c o s ts  w ou ld  be , and to  w hat deg ree  the sy stem  m ight be s e lf-su p p o rt in g  from  fe e s  
g en e ra ted  by pub lic  inquiries.
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T ESTIM O N Y  SU BM ITTED  FOR S B 25M C T IM  N O TIFIC A TIO N  SY ST E M

To : Senate State A ffa irs  Committee

F rom : Brenda Wieffering, Executive Director 
W om en ’ s Resource Sc C ris is Center 
325 S. Spruce St.
Kenai, AK 99611
Phono: 283-9479 Fax; 283-5844

We fully support implementing a telephone victim notification system (VINE) through the 
Department o f  Corrections. Such a system will strengthen the state’s compliance with the 
recently passed victims rights constitutional amendment.

A  VINE system wilt offer tim ely crucial information for victims to use in safety planning when  
their perpetrators are about to be released from custody and carry out threats to harm them again.

Ploaae enhance victim  safety by supporting SB 25 . L ives may lite ra lly  depend on  it.

Thank you for your thoughtful consideration.

Sincerely,
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I am testifying in support o f the implementation o f an automated victim notification 
system.

It is apparent to me that the legislature recognizes the importance and severity o f our 
state’s domestic violence and sexual assault problems. On behalf the victims o f  
these crimes, I  want to thank you for the support you have thus far given.

Victim notification is a critical piece of our state’s plan to keep victims safe. It is 
the experience o f agencies having the responsibility o f notifying victims o f a change 
in status o f  an offender and the victims themselves that the responsible agencies 
have largely been unable to timely notify victims o f these changes. As a 
consequence, many victims’ well-being and lives arc endangered.

I don’t know how to put a price tag on people’s lives. I do know that Alaska 
women are killed because o f domestic violence and sexual assault eveiy year — at a 
rate 1.5 times the national average. Statistics tell us that more than 10% o f Alaskan 
women are abused by a partner each year, many o f whom will require medical 
attention.

1 believe tbat an automated victim notification system will allow us to save victims 
horn further hann and will save lives. I respectfully ask you to support Senate Bills 
25 and 26.
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