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Senate B ill 244 a llow  fo r the adm inistering o f polygraph tests to correctiona l 
office rs or persons app ly ing fo r employment as correctional officers. 
Presently, on ly police officers and certain transportation office rs are subject 
to polygraph testing. Correctional officers are in positions o f great power, 
and many are armed like other law enforcement officers. Polygraph testing 
is no less in order fo r correctional officers than fo r other law enforcement 
personnel.

Polygraph testing is a way to insure the character and in teg rity o f 
correctional officers, as we ll as the safety o f inmates and other correctional 
employees. Polygraph testing is a proven method o f screening employees 
fo r positions requ iring high security and safety. This leg is la tion w il l protect 
the State o f A laska and its citizens.
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D ea r  Sena to r  Ward ,

On beha l f  of the A la s ka  P e a c e  Off icers A ssoc ia t ion  (APOA), I wou ld  like 
to thank you for introduc ing SB  244 relat ing to po lygraph test ing for 
certa in correct ional officers .

At a  recent  meet ing of the APOA Board of Directors , w e  unan imous ly  
a g r e e d  to endo r se  SB  244. W e  fee l  that thi s leg is la t ion wil l help en su re  
that  on ly the mos t  qua l i f ied of app l i can ts  will b e  s e l e c t e d  for crit ical 
correc t iona l off icer pos i t ions and  that the u s e  of po lygraph test ing is a  
v a lu a b le  tool in this p roce s s .

P l e a s e  contac t  u s  if there  is any th ing w e  can  do to a s s i s t  you with this bill 
a s  it p roceed s  through the leg is la t i ve  p rocess .  You m ay  contac t  u s  at  the 
APOA office in Ancho rage  at  277-0515.

Once  aga in ,  thank you  for sponso r ing  this legis la t ion.

in ce re ly ,

{h a rbonneau  
S ta te  P res iden t
A la s k a  P e a c e  Off icers A ssoc ia t ion
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