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STATEMENT TO THE STATE HOUSE AND SENATE STATE AF^IRS COMMMITTEES ON:

HB 3 0 9  and SB 2 2 2

An act naming the Robert B. Atwood Building.

My name is Lew M. Williams, Jr. I began running Alaska newspapers in Wrangell 
in 1 9 4 6 . I retired as publisher of the Ketchikan Daily New! alter owning and/or 
running newspapers in Juneau, Wrangell, Petersburg, Sitka and Ketchikan over a 
period of 4 4  years. I currently serve on the Board of Regents of the University of 
Alaska.

I have known Robert (Bob) Atwood since 1 9 4 6 . I am currently editing a history of 
Alaska newspapers authored by his late wife, Evangeline.

Bob Atwood was chairman of the Alaska Statehood Committee in the 1 9 5 0s 
which successfully lobbied for the legislation that created the State of Alaska. 
For that reason alone there Is justification for naming the building at 5 5 0  West 
Seventh Avenue, Anchorage, for the man. We already have named state facilities 
for the other prominent fighters for Alaska statehood such as Gruenlng, Bartlett, 
Egan. It’s appropriate to commemorate Atwood's contribution.

In addition, Atwood was a major contributor to the economy and to education in 
Alaska. He editorially supported development of resources and made a school of 
journalism and communications at the University of Alaska Anchorage possible 
with annual endowments of $50,000  to $ 100,000  for the past 17  years.

He similarly contributed to Alaska Pacific University, was one of its founders 
and served on its board of trustees. He also supported other public and private 
organizations for the benefit of the state and community.

He was one of the founders, with this retired publisher, of the Alaska Newspaper 
Association in an effort to improve newspaper performance in Alaska. He was 
recognized nationally as a leader in the newspaper field by his service as a judge 
for Pulitzer Prizes and as an officer in various nationaUoraanizations.

Although the newspapers I operated may have disagreed with Atwood and his 
Anchorage Times 1 a,ways f° und Atwood a true
Alaska statehood j^8 r ie e ^ & ( ^ r m e s o m e  who made their fortune In the state 
and left, Atwood maintained his home In Alaska and continued to contribute to 
the betterment of the state after ho retired from the newspaper business.
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Renaming the Bank of America Building In Anchorage the Robert B. Atwood 
Building Is very appropriate.
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Fa r e w e l l

W h a t  a d v i c e  w o u l d  h e  g i v e  y o u n g  p e o p l e  t o d a y  

w h o  are b e g i n n i n g  their careers in A l a s k a ?

R o b e r t  A t w o o d ' s  a n s w e r  to the q u e s t i o n  c a m e  w i t h  

s i m p l e  w o r d s  f r o m  a  c o m p l e x  m a n .  D o  it. H a v e  the 

c o u r a g e  to persist in w h a t  y o u  believe. O v e r c o m e  the 

obstacles that rise f r o m  t h o s e  w h o  c h a l l e n g e  c h a n g e .  

B e f o r e  a  r o o m f u l  o f  y o u n g  journalists, R o b e r t  

A t w o o d  s p o k e  the e s s e n c e  o f  his success. H e  d i d  it.

H i s  c a reer in A l a s k a  is that o f  legends. H e  built the A n c h o r a g e  

T i m e s ,  m a k i n g  it a v o i c e  o f  A l a s k a ,  o n e  u n a f r a i d  o f  c h a l l e n g i n g  presi­

dents, senators a n d  the c o m m o n  m a n  alike.

H e  b e l i e v e d  A l a s k a n s  d e s e r v e d  t he benefits o f  s t a t e h o o d  a n d  h e  let 

n o  o n e ,  absolutely n o  o n e ,  i m p e d e  that d r e a m .  H e  b e l i e v e d  a strong 

military p r e s e n c e  w a s  g o o d  for A n c h o r a g e  a n d  g o o d  for A l a s k a .  H e  let 

n o  o n e  forget.

H e  s a w  benefit in the d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  A a s k a ’s natural r e s o u r c e s  a n d  

h e  n e v e r  let that belief w i t h e r  f r o m  lac k  o f  voice. H e  w a s  a journalist 

w h o  f o u n d  it his d u t y  to b e  that voice.

H e  b e l i e v e d  in k e e p i n g  that v o i c e  alive, a n d  f o u n d e d  the A t w o o d  

C h a i r  o f  J o u r n a l i s m  at the U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a  A n c h o r a g e  s o  p r o f e s - ^  

sionals c a n  t e ach y o u n g  m i n d s  the w a y s  o f  the field.

L a s t  S e p t e m b e r ,  h e  s p o k e  at a l u n c h e o n  m e e t i n g  o f  the A l a s k a  P r ess 

W o m e n .  H i s  h a n d s  s h a k i n g ,  his gait unsteady, his v i e w p o i n t  r o c k  solid. 

T h e  secret to his success, h e  said, is that h e  f o u n d  the c o u r a g e  to do, to 

f o l l o w  t h r o u g h  o n  his beliefs o f  right a n d  w r o n g .

R o b e r t  A t w o o d ' s  l e g a c y  is best m e a s u r e d  b y  n o t  o n l y  w h a t  h e  did. 

b u t  w h y  h e  d a r e d  to try, a n d  h o w  h e  persevered.

H e  w a s  b o m  to will a n d  d e t e r m ination. H e  lived in the h o p e  a n d  

p r o m i s e  o f  this great land. H e  c a r v e d  his d r e a m s  in b o l d  idea.

D o i n g ,  h e  k n e w ,  w a s  the s oul o f  thought.

R o b e r t  A t w o o d
March 31, 1907 
January 10, 1997
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F i t t i n g  t r i b u t e
Lawmakers propose Atwood building

Lawmakers in both houses have proposed legislation to re­
name the Bank of America building, which the state bought last 
year, after the long time publisher of the Anchorage Times, 
Robert Atwood. The suggestion is both timely and appropriate.

Mr. Atwood, who died last January, had a major role in 
transforming Anchorage from a dusty country town into a se­
rious city. His name is synonymous with civic service. At the 
state level, he was a leader in the fight for statehood and fig­
ured prominently in the development of Alaska's oil industry.

Robert Atwood left his mark all over Alaska. Now the 
state building will mark his achievements.



P.'opsced Amerrdment to House Bi.l No 309

Section 1 is amenamenced to read Sec.35.40.110. Robert B. Atwood Building The state office 

building at 550 West Seventh Avenue in Anchorage is named the Robert S.Atwood Building [.] surged 
to tfte termination or expiration of existing name and signage previsions contained in the lease between 
the Bank of America and the Slate of Alaska
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VICTOR FISCHER
PO Box 201348 

Anchorage, Alaska 99520 USA 
home (907) 276-7626 * work 786-7719 
email afvf@uaa.alaska.0du ’  fax 7S6-7739

Testimony on HB 309 and SB 222. for "An Act naming the Robart B. Atwood 
Building'1 January 20, 1998

I am testifying on behalf of the three living Anchorage delegates to the Alaska 
Constitutional Convention, each of whom also served in the Alaska territorial 
legislature; Seaborn J. Buckalew, Jr., Steve McCutcheon, and myself, Victor 
Fischer. The three of us enthusiastically support naming the new office building 
for Bob Atwood.

As you know, the state constitution was written a s  part of Alaska's fight for 
statehood. And statehood was Bob Atwood's biggest cause. There was not 
one person who so  fervently and outspokenly argued for statehood as Bob 
Atwood. As an Individual, aa a publisher, and as Chairman of the official Alaska 
Statehood Committee, Atwood devoted endless energy to brining self- 
governance to Alaska. He fully deserves to be remembered and honored tor 
this tremendous contribution to Alaska.

Statehood was an overriding, non-partisan goal, and the fight was w aged  
together, on a completely bi-partisan basis. Bob Atwood, a Republican, 
worked shoulder to shoulder with Democrats Bob Bartlett, Alaska Delegate to 
Congress, and Ernest Gruening, our Territorial Governor, In providing the 
leadership and drive for statehood, in which each of us participated. It was a 
long, tough battle, and It w as glorious when we finally did become a state. And 
Bob Atwood was there all the way.

In addition to acknowledging Bob Atwood's contribution to statehood and his 
total dedication to Anchorage, Steve McCutcheon, Judge Buckalew, and I also 
considered Bob a good friend. We were sad when he left us, but we will be glad 
to se e  his name emblazoned on Anchorage's state office building.

Thank you.
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S ta te m e n t s u b m it te d  J a n . 2 0 ,1 9 9 8 , to  th e  S ena te S ta te  A f fa ir s  

C om m it te e  b y  W ill ia m  J . T o b in , o n  b e h a lf o f SB 222 .

“A n  A c t N am in g th e  R o b e r t B . A tw o o d B u ild in g .”

M r . C h a i r m a n ,  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  S e n a t e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e ;

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  to  e n d o r s e  S e n a t e  B i l l  2 2 2 . 1 

r e g r e t  t h a t  I  c o u l d  n o t  a p p e a r  i n  p e r s o n  b e f o r e  y o u r  c o m m i t t e e ,  b u t  I 

w a s  p r e v e n t e d  f r o m  d o in g  s o  b e c a u s e  o f  a  p r i o r  c o m m i tm e n t  t o  b e  a t  

E lm e n d o r f  A i r  F o r c e  B a s e  t h i s  a f t e r n o o n  f o r  a  m e e t i n g  a t  t h e  s a m e  

t im e  a s  y o u r  h e a r i n g  t h i s  a f t e r n o o n .

W e r e  I a b l e  t o  a p p e a r ,  I w o u ld  h a v e  s p o k e n  I n  f u l l  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  

m e a s u r e  —  a n d  to  p r o v id e  s o m e  b a c k g r o u n d  a s  t o  m y  r e s o n s  w h y .

I  a m  B il l  T o b in ,  a n  e d i t o r  o f  T h e  V o ic e  o f  T h e  T im e s  —  a n d  f o r  

s o m e  3 0  y e a r s  a n  e d i t o r  a n d  e x e c u t i v e  o f  t h e  o ld  A n c h o r a g e  T im e s .  

P r i o r  t o  t h a t  I w a s  f o r  m o r e  t h a n  1 7  y e a r s  a  n e w s m a n ,  

c o r r e s p o n d e n t ,  r e g i o n a l  e x e c u t i v e  a n d  b u r e a u  c h i e f  f o r  T h e  

A s s o c i a t e d  P r e s s  —  i n c l u d i n g  a  f o u r - y e a r  a s s i g n m e n t  i n  J u n e a u  

t h a t  s p a n n e d  t h e  l a s t  tw o  y e a r s  o f  A l a s k a 's  t e r r i t o r i a l  h i s t o r y  a n d  

t h e  f i r s t  tw o  y e a r s  o f  s t a t e h o o d .
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A s  s u c h ,  m y  f r i e n d s h i p  w i t h  B o b  A tw o o d  d a t e s  t o  m y  a r r i v a l  m  

A l a s k a  i n  1 9 5 6  —  a n d  i n c l u d e s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  n o t  o n ly  t h o s e  3 0  y e a r s  a s  

h i s  N o . 2  m a n  a t  T h e  T im e s  b u t  a l s o  a  c o n t i n u e d  c lo s e  f r i e n d s h i p  

a f t e r  h i s  s a l e  o f  T h e  T im e s  a n d  u n t i l  h i s  d e a t h  a  y e a r  a g o .

B e c a u s e  I k n e w  B o b  a s  w e l l  a s  I d id . a n d  b e c a u s e  I k n o w  f i r s t  

h a n d  o f  h i s  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  A l a s k a —  p e r h a p s  b e t t e r  t h a n  a n y  o n e  

e l s e  b e c a u s e  o f  m y  c lo s e  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  h im  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s  —  I a m  

v e r y  g r a t e f u l  t o  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  f o r  t h e i r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  

o f  t h i s  b i l l  t o  n a m e  i n  h i s  h o n o r  t h e  n e w  s t a t e  o f f ic e  b u i l d i n g  i n  

A n c h o r a g e .

I t  w o u ld  b e  a  f i t t i n g  t r i b u t e  t o  a  g r e a t  A l a s k a n  —  a n d  p r o v id e  fo r  

g e n e r a t i o n s  y e t  t o  c o m e  a  c o n t i n u i n g  r e m i n d e r  o f  t h e  m e n  a n d  

w o m e n  w h o s e  c o u r a g e  a n d  d e d i c a t i o n  a n d  r e l e n t l e s s  b e l i e f  i n  

A l a s k a ’s  f u t u r e  m a d e  s t a t e h o o d  p o s s ib l e .

I c a m e  t o  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  w h e n  t h e  b a t t l e  f o r  s t a t e h o o d  w a s  s t i l l  

b e i n g  w a g e d  —  h e r e  a t  h o m e ,  i n  W a s h in g to n ,  a n d  a c r o s s  t h e  l a n d .  I 

w a s  p r iv i l e g e d  t o  c o m e  t o  k n o w  a l l  o f  t h o s e  w h o  w e r e  i n  t h e  f r o n t  

r a n k s  o f  t h e  b a t t l e .
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I f  y o u  l i k e n  t h e  A l a s k a  s t a t e h o o d  e f f o r t  t o  a  g r e a t  a t h l e t i c  t e a m ,  

f a c i n g  t h e  m i g h t i e s t  f o o tb a l l  t e a m s  i n  t h e  l a n d ,  t h e  F o u r  H o r s e m e n  

o f  N o t r e  D a m e  c o m e  t o  m in d .  A l a s k a ’s  F o u r  H o r s e m e n  w e r e  n o t  

S t u h l d r e h e r  a n d  M i l l e r  a n d  C ro w le y  a n d  L a y d e n .  T h e y  w e r e  A tw o o d  

a n d  B a r t l e t t  a n d  E g a n  a n d  G r u e n in g ,

A n d  l i k e  S u h l d r e h e r  o n  t h e  g r i d i r o n ,  A tw o o d  w a s  t h e  

q u a r t e r b a c k .  H e  w a s  t h e  le a d e r ,  t h e  s i g n a l  c a l l e r ,  t h e  i n s p i r a t i o n  i n  

t h e  h u d d l e ,  t h e  p a s s e r ,  a n d  t h e  o n e  w h o  r a n  i n t e r f e r e n c e  f o r  o t h e r s  

w h o  h e l p e d  c a r r y  t h e  s t a t e h o o d  b a l l .

A s  a n  e d i t o r  a n d  p u b l i s h e r ,  h i s  e d i t o r i a l s  f i r e d  t h e  f u r n a c e  o f  

t h e  s t a t e h o o d  e n g i n e  —  g e n e r a t i n g  s u p p o r t  a m o n g  A l a s k a n s  

e v e r y w h e r e ,  a n d  t e l l i n g  t h e  s t a t e h o o d  s t o r y  t o  o t h e r  e d i t o r s  a n d  

p u b l i s h e r s  a l l  o v e r  A m e r i c a ,  a n d  t h r o u g h  t h e m ,  t o  n e w s p a p e r  

r e a d e r s  i n  m a n y  s t a t e s  a c r o s s  t h e  l a n d ,  A s  c h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  

S t a t e h o o d  C o m m i t t e e ,  h e  w a s  t h e  o r g a n i z e r ,  t h e  p l a n n e r ,  t h e  f u n d ­

r a i s e r ,  t h e  c h i e f  e x e c u t iv e  o f f ic e r  o f  t h e  w h o le  c a m p a i g n ,  H e  l e d  

c o u n t l e s s  t r i p s  t o  W a s h i n g to n ,  l o b b y in g  C o n g r e s s  a n d  d e v e l o p i n g  

t h e  e v e n t u a l  s u c c e s s f u l  s t r a t e g y  t h a t  p r o d u c e d  t h a t  g r e a t  d a y  w h e n  

T h e  T im e s  p r o c l a im e d  i n  a  g i a n t - s i z e  h e a d l i n e :  "W e’r e  I n . "



Anchoraae Dailv N e w s
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B ill w o u l d  n a m e  b u i l d i n g  f o r  A tw o o d
J U N E A U  —  A  Senate panel wants to r e n a m e  the B a n k  
of America building after former An c h o r a g e  Times 
publisher Robert Atwood, w h o  died abou t a year ago. A  
bill proposing the n a m e  change was filed rn the Legis­
lature M o n d a y  b y  the Senate Rules Committee. T h e  
state bought the d o w n t o w n  Anchorage building last 
year to house s o m e  government agencies. A t w o o d  died 
Jan. 10, 1997, of heart problems. T h e  state paid m o r e  
than $26 million for the building. A  similar bill also was 
filed in the H o u s e  by Rep. John Cowdery, R-Anchor- 
age, and four other lawmakers.

Daily News stall and wuo reports
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F i t t i n g  t r i b u t e
Lawm akers propose Atwood building

l a w m a k e r s  in both houses hav e  proposed legislation to re­

n a m e  the B a n k  of A m e r i c a  building, which the state bought last 

year, after the long-time publisher of the A n c h o r a g e  Times, 

Robert Atwood. T h e  suggestion is both timely a n d  appropriate.

M r. Atwood, w h o  died last January, h ad a m a j o r  role in 

transforming A n c h o r a g e  f r o m  a dusty country t o w n  into a se­

rious city. His n a m e  is s y n o n y m o u s  with civic service. At  the 

state level, he  w a s  a leader in the fight for statehood a n d  fig­

ured prominently in the dev e l o p m e n t  of Alas k a’s oil industry.

R o b e r t  A t w o o d  left his m a r k  all o ve r  Alaska. N o w  the 

state building will m a r k  his achievements.


