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Rules Committee

S B  143 - N a t i o n a l  G u a r d  T u i t i o n  A s s i s t a n c e

Sen a te  Bill 1 4 3  would make re finements in the A laska  
Nationa l Guard  tuition ass is tance p rog ram . This m odest ly  funded 
DMVA prog ram  is one  o f the too ls ava i lab le  to the Adjutant G e n ­
era l fo r  improving skill leve ls  among pe rsonne l, in re sp on se  to the 
emerg ing needs o f the Guard .

Th is bill will streng then the Guard 's recru itment and retention 
g o a ls , and  give m ore  discretion to the Adjutant G ene ra l fo r  app ly ing 
educa t iona l benefits to the organization 's m ost p ress ing  needs . It 
will a ls o  a f fo rd  en lis ted pe rsonne l co l leg e  and o the r schoo ling  o p ­
portun it ies n e c e s s a ry  fo r  entry into the o f f ice r co rp s , shou ld  en lis t ­
ed G ua rd  m em bers pursue that ca ree r path.

In Section  1 o f the bill, active en listed pe rsonne l a re  ta rge ted  
as  the g roup m ade eligible fo r  educationa l ass is tance  in ALASKA 
educa t iona l facilities. R e t irees  and fo rm e r m em bers  o f the A la ska  
T e rr ito r ia l G ua rd  a re  exc luded  from eligibility in o rde r to em phas ize  
the DMVA recuritment and retention ob jectives . Funds a re  simply 
not ava i lab le  fo r  a b roade r range p rogram .

Sec t ion  2  p rov ides  that recipients o f educationa l bene fits be 
s tuden ts  in good  standing in the program  o r c la ss  undertaken .

Sec tion  3  o f S en a te  Bill 143  g ives the Adjutant G ene ra l the 
latitude to au tho rize  paymen t leve ls  up to 1 0 0%  fo r  tuition and re ­
qu ired  fe e s  at institutions in A laska . It a ls o  a l low s the AG to 
p rio r it ize  c a teg o r ie s  o f educa tiona l bene fits  to suppo rt vital re ­
c ru itm en t and re ten tion  ob jec t ives .

Section  4  de fines a student in good  standing fo r pu rp o se s  of 
the p rog ram .

O ff ic ia l Business



Section  5 re p e a ls  the noted statute re fe rences  as  u nnecessa ry . 
The first rem ove s  the p rov is ion  fo r ca lcu la t ing  re tirees' eligibility, 
the se cond  rem ove s  the ineligibility fo r benefits under m ore than 
one p rog ram , and the third rem oves  the ineligibility if the m em be r 
is qua li f ied  fo r  fe d e ra l benefits .

If there a re  question s , p le a se  contact Tim Benintendi at 3 7 7 0 .
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March 31, 1997

Senator Lyda Green, Chairman 
Senate State Affairs Committee

Senator Tim Kelly, Chairman 
Senate Rules Committee

Proposed CS for SB 143 (NG Tuition Assistance)

Staff has done some research on one provision of existing 
statute, (page 1, line 12 of the bill), which indicates female per­
sonnel are eligible for educational assistance upon completing six 
years of service.

The attached blank CS would remove that language from 
SB 143 to achieve three objectives. One, would be to render the 
statute gender-neutral, conforming to federal language on the 
subject within the 1967 Selective Service Act. Two, it would 
eliminate any possible intemretation of differing program criteria 
for men and women in the Guard, now that incentives for female 
recuritment are not the imperative they were in 1976. And three, it 
would remove an irrelevant restriction on female members, in that 
now, the Selective Service Act of 1967 provides for educational 
assistance for members DURING their first six year enlistment, not 
AFTER it.

The language was originally placed in statute in 1976, in 
order to address a recruitment issue as women were beginning to 
enter the Guard in significant numbers. The language allowed 
earlier access to educational benefits for women after their first
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six y e a rs  of en listment. Amending S B  1 4 3  by deleting this language 
will not je op a rd iz e  the ob jective o f a llow ing the Adjutant G ene ra l 
to m o re  fully use h is/her d iscretion in the au thoriza tion  o f ed u ca ­
tional ass is tance as  needed  by the Guard .

A review of the language was pe r fo rm ed  with adm inistrative 
sta ff within DMVA, the bill d ra fte r , and leg is la tive re sea rch  sta ff . 
There has been no opposition to deleting the language . The above 
in formation and the b lank C S  a re  submitted fo r you r considera tion .

If there are any questions, p le a se  contact Tim Benintendi at
3 7 7 0 .
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J u n e  4, 1 9 7 6

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  J a y  S. H a m m o n d  .
G o v e r n o r  
S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  

P o u c h  A
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

R e :  SCS C S H B  6 6 3  ( A l a s k a
N a t i o n a l  G u a r d  a n d  
A l a s k a  N a v a l  M i l i t i a )

D e a r  G o v e r n o r  H a m m o n d :

A t  y o u r  r e q u e s t ,  w e  h a v e  r e v i e w e d  SCS C S H B  6 6 3 , a 

b i l l  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  A l a s k a  N a t i o n a l  G u a r d  a n d  t h e  A l a s k a  
N a v a l  M i l i t i a .  T h e  o r i g i n a l  b i l l  w a s  i n t r o d u c e d  a t  y o u r  r e­

q u e s t  .

T h e  g o a l  o f  t h e  b i l l  a s  i n t r o d u c e d  w a s  s t a t e d  i n  

y o u r  d r a f t  t r a n s m i t t a l  l e t t e r  t o  b e  a n  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  to t h e  

a d j u t a n t  g e n e r a l  t o  p a y  n o t  m o r e  t h a n  5 0  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  
c o s t  o f  t u i t i o n  a n d  r e q u i r e d  f e e s  a t  s c h o o l s  i n  A l a s k a  f o r  
m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  g u a r d  so l o n g  a s  t h e  m e m b e r  p a r t i c i p a t e s  
s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  i n  u n i t  t r a i n i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  r e m a i n s  i n  
g o o d  s t a n d i n g  a t  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n .  T e c h n i c a l  a m e n d m e n t s  i n  

y o u r  p r o p o s a l  w o u l d  a l l o w  w o m e n  i n  t h e  g u a r d  e q u a l  a c c e s s ^ t o  
t h e . e d u c a t i o n a l  b e n e f i t s  a n d  w o u l d  a l l o w ,  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  f o r e ­

m e n  o r  w o m e n  d u r i n g  t h e  i n i t i a l "  enlistment';' e x c l u d e d  f r o m  
c o v e r a g e  a r e  t h o s e  q u a l i f y i n g  u n d e r  7 . A. p r o g r a m s  o r  p r o ­
g r a m s  e s t a b l i s h e d  f o r  a c t i v e  o r  r e s e r v e  f o r c e s  o t h e r  t h a n  

t h e  A l a s k a  g u a r d .

T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  c h a n g e d  t h e  b i l l  s u b s t a n t i a l l y .

T h e  b a s i c  p r o g r a m  p r o p o s e d  i n  y o u r  b i l l  w a s  m o v e d  t o  s e c .  3 

o f  S C S  C S H B  66 3 .

A  n e w  s e c t i o n  1 c o n t i n u e d  t h e  e x i s t i n g ,  b u t  m o r e  
e x p e n s i v e ,  p r o g r a m  n o w  o n  t h e  b o o k s  a t  A S  2 6 . 0 5 . 2 9 5 . T h e  
p r o v i s i o n s  o f  S e c .  2 9 5  a r e  a m e n d e d  t o  e x t e n d  t h e  p r o g r a m  to 
w o m e n  w h o  a r e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  g u a r d ;  t h e y  l i m i t  t h e  p r o g r a m  
t o  e n l i s t e d  m e m b e r s .  S e c t i o n  2 o f  t h e  b i l l  a d d s  a  s u b ­
s e c t i o n  t o  A S  2 6 . 0 5 . 2 9 5  t o  l i m i t  m e m b e r s  t o  b e n e f i t s  u n d e r  
e i t h e r  S e c .  2 9 5  o r  u n d e r  S e c .  2 9 6 , b u t  n o t  b o t h ;  S e c .  2 9 6  
c o n t a i n s  a  s i m i l a r  l i m i t a t i o n .



T h e  H o n o r a b l e  J a y  S .  H a m m o n d  
G o v e r n o r

COMPLIMENTS OF
ALASKA STATE ARCHIVES

ie  4 , 1 9 7 6
-  2  -

I n  s u m m a r y ,  t h e  b i l l  c o n t a i n s  t h e  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  
f o r  t h e  p r o g r a m  o r i g i n a l l y  r e q u e s t e d  i n  H B  6 6 3 ;  i t  a l s o  

c o n t i n u e s  a n d  a m e n d s  p r e s e n t  l a w  w h i c h  t h e  o r i g i n a l  H B  6 6 3  

s o u g h t  t o  r e p e a l .

W e  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  n o  f u n d i n g  w i l l  b e  a v a i l a b l e  
f o r  p r i o r  l a w  c o n t i n u e d  i n  S C S  C S H B  6 6 3 ;  w e  u n d e r s t a n d  
$ 4 8 , 0 0 0  i s  e x p e c t e d  t o  b e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  f u n d  w h a t  i s  n o w  
c o n t a i n e d  i n  S e c .  3 o f  t h e  b i l l .

O t h e r  t h a n  t h e  f u n d i n g  m a t t e r ,  t h e  b i l l  p r e s e n t s  
n o  l e g a l  o r  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  p r o b l e m s .

Sincerely,

A v r u m  M. G r o s s  
A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l

A M G :J f :R A B



HOUSE JOURNAL JnMMry 27, 15

K B  T h e  b o c I j !  g o c u r i t y  p r o g r a w  16  fu n d e d  t o  t l i c  o M c n fc  o f  
6 6 2  5 0  p e r  c a n t  b y  th e  e m p lo y e r .  T h e  e m p lo y e r  e n o o ld  t h o t u -  

f o r e  b e  e n t i t l e d  t o  o f f s e t  t h e  w o rk m o n ’ o  c o o p e n s a t l o n  
b e n e f i t s  u n d e r  AS 2 3 . ) 0  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  SO p e r  c e n t  
o f  t h e  s o c i a l  s e c u r i t y  b e n e f i t s .  S e c t i o n  B o f  t h i r .  
b i l l  p r o v i d e s  f o r  a n  o f f i e t  f o r  s o c i a l  s a c u r l t ' ,  p a y m e n ts  
r e c e i v e d  b y  e n  i n j u r e d  w o r k e r  u n d e r  t h e  f e d e r a l  s t a t u t e .  
T h a t  i s ,  w h o re  p a y m e n ts  a r e  n u d e  u n d e r  t h e  f e d e r a l  s t a ­
t u t e  b e c a u u s  o f  a n  I n j u r y ,  t h a  w e a k ly  b e n e f i t s  p a y a b le  
u n d e r  t h o  A la s k a  W o rk m e n 's  C o m p e n s a t io n  A c t  n h a l l  b e  . r e d u c e d .

f i n a l l y ,  s e c t i o n  1 o f  t h a  b i l l  am ende  AS 2 1 . J 9  b y  p r o ­
v i d i n g  t h a t  c a r r i e r s  v r l t i n g  a  l i n e  o f  w o rk m e n ’ s  c om p e n ­
s a t i o n  l n s a r a n c e  may b e  r e q u i r e d  b y  t h e  d i r e c t o r  o f  th e  
d i v l a L o n  o f  i n s u r a n c e  w i t h i n  t h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  C om m erce  
s a d  n e u n o m lc  D e v e lo p m e n t ,  when i n  t h e  p u b l i c  i n t o r e o t ,  
b o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  a n  a s s i g n e d  r i a k  p o o l .  T h i s  p r o v i s i o n  
s h o u ld  s t a b i l i s e  t h e  i n s u r a n c e  b u s i n e s s  i n  t h e  w o rk m e n ' l l c o m p e n s a t io n  In s u r a n c e  m a r k e t .

K o m b o ra  o f  my a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a r e  c o n t i n u i n g  t o  a n a l y z e
t h e  p r o b le m s  a n d  s t a t u t e s  I n  t h i s  e r e a  a n d  t o  g a t h e r
I n f o r m a t i o n  u b lc h  s h o u ld  b o  h e l p f u l  I n  r e s o l v i n q  t h o s e
p r o b le m s .  I  a n t i c i p a t e  t h a t  we w i l l  b e  w o r k in g  w i t h
y o u  I n  f o r t h e r  r e f i n i n g  t h e  a ju en d m on ts  p r o p o s e d  i n  t h i s  h i  1 1 .

HB HOUSE B IL L  NO. 6 6 ]  b y  t h a  R u le s  C o m m it t e r  b y  r e q u e s t  o f  6 6 3  t h e  O o v a r n o r ,  e n t i t l e d : ’

"A n  A c t r e l a t i n g  t o  A la s k a  N a t i o n a l  G u a rd  
a n d  A la s k a  N a v a l  M i l i t i a  e d u c a t i o n a l  a s s i s t a n c e . "

wna i n t r o d u c e d ,  r e a d  t h e  f i r s t  t im e  and  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  
C o m m it t e e s  o n  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  a r . i  F i n a n c e .

" J a n u a r y  2 7 ,  1 9 7 6

T h e  H o n o r a b le  M ik e  B r a d n e r  
S p e a k e r  o r  t h e  H ou se  
A la s k a  s t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  

A la a f t a  9 9 8 1 1

D e » r  M r. S p e a k e r :

January ?7v 1976 HOUSE JOURHAL If,9

I n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  AS 2 4 . 3 0 . 0 6 0 ( b )  a n d  t h e  U n i f o rm  R u le s  o f  
t b c  A la s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e ,  I  am t r a n s m i t t i n g  a  b i l l  
r e l a t i n g  t o  A la s k a  N a t i o n a l  C u a rd  a n d  A la s k a  N a v a l r l i l i t l o  
e d u c a t i o n a l  a s s i s t a n c e .  The  b i l l  a u t h o r i z e s  th e  a d ju u i n t  
g e n e r a l  t o  p a y  n o t  m o re  t h a n  5 0  p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  c t i t  o f  
l u '  . i o n  a n d  r e q u i r e d  f e e s  a t  e d u c a t i o n a l ,  v o c a t i o n a l ,  and  
t e c h n i c a l  t r a i n i n g  s c h o o l s  I n  A l a r k s ,  s o  l o n g  a s  t h e  member 
p a r t i c i p a t e s  s a t i s f a c t o r i l y • i n  u n i t  t r a i n i n g  a c t i v i t l e a  a n d  
r e m a in s  i n  g o o d  s t a n d i n g  a t  t h a  i n s t i t u t i o n .

/ ’ T h e  am en dm en ts  i n  t h i s  b i l l  d e l a t e  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  c o m p le t i o n  
o f  n s n d a t o t y  M i l i t a r y  s s r v l c o ,  t h u s  a l l o w i n g  women who w e re  
u n a b la  t o  q u a l i f y  u n d e r  t h a t ,  a p p r o a c h ,  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  I n  
t h e a a  b e n e f i t s .  T h a  am en dm en ts  w i l l  a l t o  a l l o w  p a r t i c i ­
p a t i o n  b y  o e s b o r s  d u r i n g  t h e i r  i n i t i a l  e n l i s t m e n t )  t h u s  I t  
s e r v e s  a s  a n  i n c e n t i v e  t o  r e c r u i t m e n t .
P a y m e n ts  w i l l  b e  l i m i t e d  t o  t h o o e  who h a v e  n o t  q u a l i f i e d  
u n d e r  V e t e r a n s ’  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  p r o g r a m s  o r  e d u c a t i o n a l  
p r o g r a m s  e s t a b l i s h e d  f o r  a c t i v e  o r :  r e s e r v e  f o r c e s  o t h e r  t h a n  
t h e  A la s k a  N a t i o n a l  G u a rd  a n d  t h e .A la s k a  N a v a l M i l i t i a .

CONSIDERAT ION  OF THE D A ILY  CALENDAR 
SECOND READING OP HOUSE B IL L S

HOUSE B IL L  NO. 1 2 1  ( r e t i r e m e n t  c r e d i t  f o r  m i l i t a r y  
s e r v i c e ;  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e )  t ia a  r e a d  t h e  s e c o n d  t im e  w i t h  
th e  H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  C o m m it te e  
r e p o r t  (p a g e  2 1 1  o T  t h e  1 9 7 5  J o u r n a l ) ,  t h e  C om m un ity  
a n d  R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s  C o m m it te e  r e p o r t  (p a g e  3 6 5  o f  t h e  
1 9 7 5  j o u r n a l }  a n d  t h e  P in a n c e  C o m m it te e  r e p o r t  ( p a c e  
1 1 2  o f  t h e  J o u r n a l ) .

M r. f l l l l e r  m n ved  a n d  a r.U ed  u n a n im o u s  c o n s e n t  t h a t  
CO tlM ITTRE SU B ST IT U T E  P0H  HOUSE B IL L  NO. 1 2 1  (s a m e  t l t l r )  
be a d o p t e d  I n  l i e u  o f  HOUSE D IL L  NO. 1 ? 1 .  T h e r e  b e in g  
n o  o b j e c t i o n ,  I t  w as a d o p t e d .

CSHB
121

M r. M i l l e r  m oved  a n d  a s k e d  u n a n im o u s  c o n s e n t  t h a t  
C O tM fTTEK  SU B ST IT U T E  FOR HOUSE B IL L  NO . 1 2 1  b e  c o n -  
i i l d e r e d  e n g r o s s e d ,  a d v a n c e d  t o  t h i r d  r e a d i n g  an d  
p la c e d  o n  f i n a l  p a o s a g e .  T h e r e  b e i n g  n o  o b j e c t i o n ,  
w as s o  o r d e r e d  a n d  t h e  b i l l  w as r e a d  t h e  t h i r d  t im e ,

I t

T h e  q u e s t i o n  b e i n g :  " S h o l l  COMMITTEE SU B ST ITU T E  H H I
HOUSE B IL L  HO . 1 2 1  p a s s  t h e  H o u s e ? "  T h e  r o l l  w au t a k e n  
w i t h  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  r e s u l t :
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O r ig in a l  sponsor: R u le s  Committee by re q u e s t “p ^ n c e
o f  th e  Governor H exe rre a . f in a n c e

BY THE HEALTH, EDUCATION AND
IN THE HOUSE SOCIAL SERVICES COMMITTEE

SENATE CS FOR CS FOR HOUSE B ILL  NO. 663

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

NINTH LEGISLATURE -  SECOND SESSION

A B ILL

Fo r an Act e n t i t le d :  "An A ct r e la t in g  to  th e  A la ska  N a tiona l]

A la s k a  N ava l M i l i t i a ;  and p r o v id in g  for] 

d a te . "

3E IT  ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* S e c t io n  1. AS 26.05-295 Is  amended to  read:

Sec. 26 .05.295- EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE FOR ENLISTED PERSONNEL.

Guard and 

an e f f e c t iv e

(a) Each a c t iv e  e n l is t e d  member o f  the  A la ska  N a t io n a l 

A la ska  N ava l M i l i t i a  who has com pleted the i n i t i a l  v o lu r i

Guard o r  th e  

ta ry  e n lis tm e n t

p e r io d  o f  s e r v ic e  w h ich  f u l f i l l s  the  mandatory req u irem en t f o r  m i l i t a r y

e e rv lc e  under th e  M i l i t a r y  S e le c t iv e  S e rv ic e  Act o f  196

S ta t .  100; 50 U .S .C . A pp ., se c s . <151 -  456 and 458 -  471) i s  e l i g i b l e

fo r  e d u c a t io n a l a s s is ta n c e  b e n e f it s  i n  A la ska  ed u ca t io n s  

N o tw ith s tan d in g  th e  re fe re n c e  to  mandatory m i l i t a r y  s e n

(PL 90-40; 81

1 f a c i l i t i e s .

Ice  re q u ire m e n ts . 1

each a c t iv e  e n l i s t e d  fem ale member i3  f u l l y  e l i g i b l e  fox?1 e d u c a t io n a l

a s s is ta n c e  b e n e f it s  under t h is  s e c t io n  a f t e r  co m p le t in g  I s ix  yea rs  o f

e n l is t e d  s e r v ic e .

(b) E d u c a t io n a l programs and m onetary b e n e f it s  a v a i la b le  to  pe rsons 

under (a) o f  t h l3  s e c t io n  a re  baaed on and e q u iv a le n t  t<£ th ose  o f  th e  

fe d e ra l ve te ran s  a d m in is t r a t io n  e d u ca t io n  program .

(c) For th e  pu rposes o f  com puting e l i g i b l e  b e n e r ij  

s e c t io n  [THE ALASKA EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM], eac 

p o in t  earned aa a member o f the A la ska  N a t io n a l Guard o r  the  A la ska  

Nava l M i l i t i a  i s  e q u iv a le n t  to  one d a y 's  a c t iv e  m l l i t a r ; '  s e r v ic e .  Com­

p u ta t io n  o f  c r e d i t  f o r  re t ire m e n t p o in t s  i s  based on th^ re t ire m e n t
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3 under t h is  

h re t ire m e n t


