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R e v je w  o f  E th ic s  B ill ,  C S S B  105 (F IN )

A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  to  l e g i s l a t i v e  a n d  e x e c u t i v e  b r a n c h  e t h ic s :  r e l a t i n g  
to  c a m p a i g n  f i n a n c e s  for  c a n d i d a t e s  fo r  th e  l e g i s l a t u r e ;  r e l a t i n g  t o  

t h e  c o n d u c t  o f  l o b b y i s t s  w i th  r e s p e c t  to  p u b l i c  o f f i c i a l s ;  r e l a t i n g  t o
th e  f i l i n g  o f  d i s c l o s u r e s  b y  c e r t a in  s t a t e  e m p l o y e e s  a n d  o f f i c i a l s ;
m a k i n g  a c o n f o r m i n g  a m e n d m e n t  to  th e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  ‘p u b l i c  

o f f i c i a l  fo r  e m p l o y m e n t  s e c u r i t y  s t a t u t e s  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  fo r  a  n 
e f f e c t i v e  d a t e .

This d o c u m e n t  is in te n d e d  to s u p p le m e n t  the b ill ,  r e la t in g  to c h a n g e s  to t h e  
L e g is la t iv e  E th ics  C od e , A S  2 4 .6 0 ,  the E x ecu t iv e  B ra n ch  Ethics Act. A S 3 9 .5 2  a n d
the State P ersonnel A ct.  A S  3 9 ,2 5 ,  the State E lect ions  A ct,  A S  15.13.. The p u r p o s e
o f  this  d o c u m e n t  is to p rov id e  an e th ics  c o m m itte e  a n a ly s is  o f  the bill. ( H e r e i n ,  
“c o m m it te e "  refers  to e th ic s  c o m m it te e . )

The f o l l o w in g  se c t io n s  were am ended  by the Senate  F i n a n c e
C om m ittee : I, 2, 3, 6, 8, 24, 45, 60, 63, 65, 111, 112, 113. N o t e
com m ent re : Section  78.

S E C T I O N  1: A S  I 5 . 1 3 . 0 7 2 . ( d )  R E S T R I C T I O N S  O N  S O L I C I T A T I O N  A N D  
A C C E P T A N C E  O F  C O N T R I B U T I O N S .  A m en d s  the State E le c t io n s  A ct to a l l o w  
in c u m b e n t  le g i s la to r s  and c e r ta in  l e g i s la t iv e  e m p l o y e e s  to so l ic i t  and a c c e p t  
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  for n o n - l e g i s l a t i v e  c a m p a ig n s  d u r in g  s e s s io n .  This a m e n d m e n t  
c o r r e s p o n d s  to the r e s t r ic t io n s  set out in AS 2 4 .6 0 .0 3 1 ( a ) ,  s e s s io n  f u n d r a i s i n g  
r e s t r ic t io n s  in the l e g i s la t iv e  e th ic s  code , and, w ith the e x c e p t io n  o f  n o t  
a l lo w in g  the  g o v e r n o r  or It. g o v ern o r  to fu n d r a ise  for any state o f f i c e  d u r i n g  
s e s s io n ,  c o r r e s p o n d s  to the prop osed  e x e c u t iv e  b ra n ch  se s s io n  f u n d r a i s i n g  
restrictions se t  out in A S  3 9 .5 2 .1 3 2  o f  this bill. ( A d d e d  in  S e n .  F in . )



S E C T I O N  2: A S  1 5 . 1 3 . 1 1 6 ( a )  D I S B U R S E M E N T  O F  C A M P A I G N  A S S E T S  A s  
a m e n d e d  by the S enate  F in a n c e  C o m m it te e ,  the language  in c r e a s e s  the p o r t i o n  
o f  the u n u se d  c a m p a ig n  c o n t r ib u t io n  that m ay  be t r a n s f e r; e d  to a f u t u r e  
e l e c t io n  a c c o u n t ,  from $ 1 0 ,0 0 0  to $ 3 0 ,0 0 0  for ca n d id a te s  for s e n a te  and f r o m  
$ 5 ,0 0 0  to $ 1 5 ,0 0 0  for c a n d id a te s  for the h o u se .  S ecs .  I l l  and 112 a l lo w  t h i s  
s e c t io n  and the se c t io n  b e lo w  to take e f f e c t  im m e d ia te ly  and to be r e t r o a c t i v e  
to D e c e m b e r  3 1 ,  1996. ( A d d e d  S e n .  F i n . )

S E C T I O N  3: A S  1 5 . 1 3 . 1 1 6  D I S B U R S E M E N T  O F  C A M P A I G N  A S S E T S  N e w  
s u b s e c t io n  (d) a l lo w s ,  but d oes  not req u ire ,  a l e g i s l a t o r - e l e c t  to t r a n s fe r  $ 5 0 0 0  
per y e a r  from  the future  e le c t io n  a c c o u n t  to a le g i s la t iv e  o f f i c e  a c c o u n t .  
C urrent law  15 .13 .116  (9 ) ( D )  a l lo w s  a o n e  tim e tran sfer  o f  fu n d s  to an o f f i c e
a c c o u n t  at $ 5 0 0 0  m u lt ip l ie d  by the n u m b e r  o f  years  in the term ( $ 2 0 ,0 0 0  p e r
se n a to r ,  $ 1 0 ,0 0 0  per r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ) .  S e c s .  I l l  and 112 a l lo w  this s e c t io n  a n d
the se c t io n  a b o v e  to take e f f e c t  im m e d ia t e ly  and to be r e tr o a c t iv e  to D e c e m b e r  
31 , 1996 . ( A d d e d  by  S e n .  F i n . )

S E C T I O N  4 :  A S  2 3 . 2 0 . 5 2 6 ( d )  E X C L U S I O N S  F R O M  D E F I N I T I O N  OF  
E M P L O Y M E N T .  C o n fo rm in g  a m e n d m e n t  based  on c h a n g e s  in this  bill to t h e  
e x e c u t i v e  branch  e m p lo y m e n t  s e c u r i ty  sta tu tes  to e n su re  that the p e o p le  w h o
are n o t  e l i g i b l e  for u n e m p lo y m e n t  c o m p e n s a t io n  rem ain  i n e l i g i b l e .

S E C T I O N  5: A S  2 4 . 2 5 . 0 1 0 ( e )  S U B P O E N A  P O W E R S :  T h e  e th ic s  c o d e
s p e c i f i c a l l y  grants  the e th ic s  c o m m it t e e  the a u th o r ity  to s u b p o e n a  w i t n e s s e s  
under A S  2 4 .6 0 .1 5 0 (b ) (2 ) .  T h e  statute to be a m en d ed  by this bill  se ts  out g e n e r a l
a u th o r i ty  for l e g i s la t iv e  s u b p o e n a s  and in c lu d e s  a r e f e r e n c e  r e q u ir in g  t h e
c o n c u r r e n c e  o f  the S en a te  P r e s id e n t  or S p e a k e r  o f  the H ou se .  S u b s e c t i o n ( e )  
currently  p r o v id e s  that the s e c t io n  d o es  not a p p ly  to the L e g i s l a t i v e  C o u n c i l  o r 
the L e g i s l a t i v e  B u d get  and A u d it  C o m m itte e .  L ik e  the e th ic s  c o m m it t e e ,  b o t h  
the c o u n c i l  and L B A  are p erm a n en t  in ter im  c o m m it te e s  and both  h a v e  e x p r e s s  
grants  o f  a u th o r ity  to s u b p o e n a  w i t n e s s e s .  It is the o p in io n  o f  the e t h i c s  
c o m m it t e e  and the c o m m i t t e e ’s legal c o u n s e l ,  that not i n c lu d in g  the e t h i c s  
c o m m it t e e  in the AS 2 4 .2 5 .0 1 0 ( e )  e x e m p t io n  was an o v e r s ig h t ,  g iv e n  t h e  
s p e c i f i c  grant o f  authority  to s u b p o e n a  w i tn e s s e s  in the e th ic s  c o d e  i t se lf .

S E C T I O N  6: A S  2 4 . 4 5 . 0 4 1 ( b )  L O B B Y I N G :  R E G I S T R A T I O N .  T h e  n e w
la n g u a g e ,  as a m e n d e d  by S e n a te  F in a n c e  at the req u est  o f  APOC. w o u l d  
s t r e a m l in e  the re p o r t in g  r e q u ir e m e n t s  set  out in AS 2 4 .6 0 .0 7 0 ( d )  and AS
3 9 .5 2 .1 5 5  o f  this bill, for l e g i s la t o r s ,  l e g i s l a t i v e  e m p lo y e e s  and state o f f i c i a l s .  
This l a n g u a g e  adds a r e q u ir e m e n t  that the lo b b y is t  report on  the l o b b y i s t s  
r e g i s t r a t io n  form , w h e th e r  th e ir  s p o u se  or sp o u sa l  e q u iv a le n t  is a l e g i s l a t o r ,  
l e g i s la t iv e  e m p lo y e e  or s ta te  o f f i c ia l .  ( A d d e d  b y  S e n .  F in . )

S E C T I O N  7 :  A S  2 4 . 4 5 . 1 7 1 ( 1 2 )  D E F I N I T I O N S .  Adds "another l e g i s l a t i v e  
e m p l o y e e  su b je c t  to d isc lo su r e "  to the d e f in i t io n  o f  pub lic  o f f i c i a l  or p u b l i c  
o f f ic e r  in relation  to lo b b y in g  statutes, ( s e e  A S  2 4 .6 0 .9 9 0 ( a ) ( 1 5 )  in this b ill)

S E C T I O N  8: A S  2 4 . 6 0 . 0 3 0  P R O H I B I T I O N S / L e g i s l a t i v e  E t h i c s  C o d e
S u b - p a r a :  ( a ) 2 ) ( A ) :  A s  a m e n d e d  by S e n a te  F in a n ce ,  the use  o f  s t a t e

reso u rces  for  personal p u rp o ses  w o u ld  be  a l lo w e d  if  the use d o e s  not i n t e r f e r e  
with the p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  p u b l ic  duties  and e i th e r  the cost  is n o m in a l  or t h e  
’ser re im b u rses  the state for the co s t .  ( A m e n d e d  by  S e n .  F i n . )



S u b - p a r a :  ( a ) 2 ) ( C ) :  A s a m en d ed  by Senate . F in a n ce ,  a l l o w s
“ f a c s im i le "  use for a n o n g o v e r n m e n t a l  use or p r iv a te  b e n e f i t  if  the use  d o e s
not carry a sp ec ia l  ch arge . ( A m e n d e d  b y  S e n .  F i n . )

S u b - p a r a : ( a ) ( 5 ) (  A ) :  A s  a m en d ed  by S e n a te  F in a n c e ,  the use o f  s t a t e
r e s o u r c e s  for p o l i t ic a l  fu n d r a is in g  or c a m p a ig n in g  p u r p o se s  w ou ld  be a l l o w e d
if  the use does not in te r fe r e  w ith  the p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  p u b lic  d u ties  and e i t h e r
the c o s t  is n o m in a l  or the u ser  r e im b u r se s  the state  for the cost. ( A m e n d e d  
b y  S e n .  F i n . )

S u b - p a r a : ( a ) ( 5 ) ( C ) :  A s a m en d ed  by S en a te  F in a n c e ,  a l l o w s
“ f a c s im i l e "  use for p o l i t ic a l  f u n d r a i s in g  or c a m p a ig n  u ses  i f  the use does  n o t
carry a sp e c ia l  charge. ( A m e n d e d  b y  S e n .  F i n . )

S u b - p a r a : ( a ) ( 5 ) ( D ) : A l lo w s  s to r in g  and m a i n t a i n i n g  c a m p a i g n
record s  (su ch  as APOC r e p o r ts )  in a le g i s la to r ' s  o f f i c e .  T he  S en a te  F i n a n c e  
C o m m itte e  d e le ted  the la n g u a g e  in the Sen. S tate  A ffa ir s  CS w h ic h  set out t h a t  
the record s  c o u ld  not be  d i s p la y e d  p u b lic ly .  ( A m e n d e d  in  S e n .  F i n . )

S E C T I O N  9: A S  2 4 . 6 0 . 0 3 0 ( c )  M A S S  M A I L I N G :  T he  e th ic s  co d e  c u r r e n t l y  
proh ib its  u se  o f  state funds to print or d istribute a m ass  m a i l in g  from or a b o u t  
a le g is la t o r  who is a cand id a te  f o r  state o ffic e ,  during the period  90  days b e f o r e  
the p r im a ry  and e n d in g  the  day after the g e n e r a l  e l e c t io n .  The p r o p o s e d  
la n g u a g e  e x p a n d s  the p r o h ib i t io n  to in c lu d e  l e g is la to r s  and l e g i s l a t i v e
e m p l o y e e s  w ho are c a n d id a te s  for federal and m u n ic ip a l  o f f ic e s  or to
t e l e p h o n e  and e le c tr ic  c o o p e r a t iv e s .  W h ile  ocher s e c t io n s  o f  the e th ic s  c o d e
c le a r ly  p ro h ib it  use o f  s ta te  funds for c a m p a ig n  p u r p o s e s ,  this s e c t i o n
h i g h l i g h t s  what are c o n s i d e r e d  to be a c r i t ic a l  p er io d s  and p r o v id e s  a
g u i d e l i n e  for those  w ho  i s s u e  m a i l in g s  d u r in g  th o se  t im es . This p r o h i b i t i o n  
does n o t  ap p ly  to a  le g is la t o r 's  o ffic e  a llow ance .

S E C T I O N  10: A S  2 4 . 6 0 . 0 3 0 ( d )  C A M P A I G N  L I T E R A T U R E :  The p r o p o s e d
c h a n g e  adds f u n d r a is in g  n o t ic e s  to the list o f  cu rren t  p r o h ib i t io n s  o n 
d is tr ib u t in g  or p o s t in g  c a m p a ig n  literature in s ta te  fa c i l i t ie s .  T he  p r o h i b i t i o n s  
cu rrently  app ly  o n ly  to le g is la to r s  or s o m e o n e  a c t in g  on b e h a l f  o f  a l e g i s l a t o r .  
This e x p a n d s  that p r o h ib i t io n  to in c lu d e  l e g i s l a t i v e  e m p lo y e e s .  A l l o w s
le g i s la t o r s  to post m a ter ia ls  related  to a past e le c t io n  in h i s /h e r  p r i v a t e
l e g i s l a t i v e  o f f i c e .

S E C T I O N  11: A S  2 4 . 6 0 . 0 3 0 ( f )  B O A R D  M E M B E R S H I P :  T h e  a m e n d m e n t
w o u ld  c h a n g e  the board m e m b e r sh ip  d isc lo su r e  p er io d  from  3 0  days to 60  d a y s  
and w o u ld  require the c o m m it t e e  to publish  the d i s c lo s u r e s  in the journal.

S E C T I O N  12: A S  2 4 .6 0 .0 3 0 ( g )  C O N F L I C T S  O F  I N T E R E S T S :  T h e  a m e n d m e n t s  
to this se c t io n  have the e f f e c t  o f  c h a n g i n g  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  on t a l c i n g
le g i s la t iv e ,  adm in istra tive  or p o l i t ic a l  act ion  to a d is c lo s u re  r e q u i r e m e n t  p r i o r  
to ta k in g  action  i f  one  has a n y  o f  the “ in te r e s t s"  l is ted  in the a m e n d m e n t ,
w h ic h  are ex p a n d ed  b e y o n d  e q u ity  or o w n e r s h i p  in te r e s t  to i n c l u d e
e m p l o y m e n t ,  c o n tra c ts  and m e m b e r s h ip  on a board. It a lso  se ts  out that t h e
d is c lo s u r e  is to be p u b l ic ly  a n n o u n c e d  i f  the a c t io n  is b e in g  taken in a
c o m m it t e e  m e e t in g  or on the floor. A c t io n s  b e in g  taken o th er  than i n 
c o m m it te e  or on the f loor, e .g .  drafting a bill or t e s t i fy in g  in an a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
hea r in g ,  w o u ld  be d isc lo se d ,  in w r it in g  to the e th ic s  c o m m it te e  w ith in  7 d a y s .  
D is c lo s u r e s ,  w hether  orrl or w r it ten ,  must in c lu d e  the nature o f  the f i n a n c i a l  
in terest  and a short d e sc r ip t io n  o f  h o w  the a c t ion  a f fe c ts  the interest.



S E C T I O N  13: A S  2 4 . 6 0 . 0 3 0  G O V E R N M E N T  T I M E  U nder  the p r o p o s e d  
la n g u a g e ,  w h en  d e te r m in in g  in a c o m p la in t  p r o c e e d in g  w h e th e r  an e m p l o y e e  
was p er form in g  a task on g o v e r n m e n t  t im e, the c o m m it t e e  w o u ld  c o n s id e r  t h e  
s c h e d u le  se t  by the e m p lo y e e ' s  superv isor .  R eq u ires  an e m p lo y e e  to take l e a v e  
for the period  o f  tim e h e /sh e  is en g a g ed  in polit ica l  c a m p a ig n  a c t iv i t ie s ,  o t h e r  
than in c id e n ta l  c a m p a ig n  a c t iv i t ie s .  P o l i t ica l  c a m p a ig n  a c t iv i t ie s  a r e  
p e r m is s ib le  on g o v e r n m e n t  tim e i f  the a c t iv i t ie s  are part o f  the n o r m a l  
l e g i s la t iv e  duties ,  in c lu d in g  a n s w e r i r g  p h o n e  ca l ls  and h a n d l in g  i n c o m i n g
c o r r e s p o n d e n c e .

S E C T I O N  14: A S  2 4 . 6 0 . 0 3 1 ( a )  F U N D R A I S I N G  D U R I N G  S E S S I O N  T h e  
p ro p o sed  la n g u a g e  c la r i f i e s  that the r e s t r ic t io n s  on f u n d r a i s in g  d u r i n g  
s e s s io n  are in e f f e c t  on a day w h en  e i th e r  h o u se  is in r e g u la r  or s p e c i a l
s e s s io n .  (T h is  w ou ld  c h a n g e  the c o m m it t e e ' s  c u rren t  in te r p r e ta t io n  o f  “ g a v e l
to g a v e l ”) T he p r o p o se d  la n g u a g e  reta ins  the r e s t r ic t io n s  on f u n d r a i s i n g
during  s e s s io n  for state l e g i s la t iv e  p o l i t ic a l  p u r p o se s  and by e l i m i n a t i n g  t h e
term “c a m p a ig n  p u r p o se s" ,  it m akes c le a r  it is l im ited  to state l e g i s l a t i v e
p o l i t i c a l  p u r p o s e s .

S E C T I O N  15: A S  2 4 . 6 0 . 0 3 9  E M P L O Y M E N T  D I S C R I M I N A T I O N  T he E t h i c s  
C o m m ittee  sh ares  j u r i s d i c t io n  with the H um an R igh ts  C o m m is s io n  o  n
c o m p la in t s  fi led  a g a in s t  a le g is la to r  or l e g i s la t iv e  e m p lo y e e  c o n c e r n i n g  
v io la t io n s  o f  the e m p lo y m e n t  d i s c r im in a t io n  statute , A S 18 .80 .220 . C urrent l a w  
req u ires  the c o m m it te e  to deal w ith  a c o m p la in t  a l l e g in g  a v io la t io n  o f  t h a t  
statute  in the sa m e  m a n n e r  they  w ou ld  deal w ith  any o th er  c o m p la in t .  T h e  
p r o p o se d  la n g u a g e  g iv e s  the c o m m it te e  the o p t io n  to re fer  th o se  w ho  f i le  a 
c o m p la in t  o f  e m p lo y m e n t  d iscr im in a t io n  to the H um an R igh ts  C o m m is s io n  a n d
d e fe r  c o n s id e r a t io n  o f  the c o m p la in t  until a fter  the c o m m is s io n  has c o m p l e t e d  
its  p r o c e e d in g s .

S E C T I O N  1 6 :  A S  2 4 . 6 0 . 0 4 0 ( a )  C O N T R A C T S  A N D  L E A S E S  The p r o p o s e d  
la n g u a g e  b ro a d en s  the c o n tr a c t  and lease  c r iter ia  b e y o n d  the cu rren t  c o d e ,  
w h ic h  re s tr ic ts  a l e g i s la t o r  or l e g i s la t iv e  e m p lo y e e  from h a v in g  a f i n a n c i a l  
in terest  in a state con tract  or lease  unless:

- i t  is let th r o u g h  c o m p e t i t iv e  b id d in g  in a c c o r d a n c e  w ith  t h e
P r o c u r e m en t  C o d e  or
- i t  is worth $ 1 0 0 0  or le s s  annually  or
- i t  is s ta n d a r d iz e d ,  u n d er  p u b l ic ly  e s ta b l i s h e d  g u id e l in e s  and g e n e r a l l y  
a v a i la b le  to the pub lic  at large.

T h e  n e w  la n g u a g e  a l lo w s  partic ipation it. contracts  or lea ses  that are let u n d e r  
AS 3 6 .3 0 ,  the State P r o c u r e m e n t  Code, w h ic h  a d d r e sse s  a v a r ie ty  o f  a w a r d
m eth o d s ,  in c lu d in g  s o le - s o u r c e .  It a lso  a l lo w s  p a r t ic ip a t io n  in co n tr a c ts  a n d  
lease  that are let under s im ila r  procedures to those  in A S  3 6 .3 0  w h ich  a d d r e s s e s  
such  a g e n c ie s  as the U n iv e r s i t y ,  the railroad  and the le g is la tu r e .  The n e w  
lan gu age  se ts  a new  r e p o r t in g  th resh o ld  at $ 5 0 0 0 ,  c h a n g e d  from  the p r e v i o u s  
S 1000.w

This bill  e a s e s  the ‘ fa m ily  m em b er ' d is c lo s u r e  r e q u ir e m e n t  to g e n e r a l ly  r e a d ;
A  leg is la to r  or l e g i s la t iv e  e m p lo y e e  w h o  k n o w s ,  or r e a s o n a b ly  ou gh t to k n o w ,
that a fa m ily  m em b er  is partic ipating in a state c o n tr a c t  or lease  must d i s c l o s e  
that p a r t i c ip a t io n .



This r e la x in g  o f  p r o h ib i t io n s  is b a la n c e d  by the n ew  d is c lo s u r e  r e q u i r e m e n t .  
C u rren t ly  a le g is la to r  or le g i s la t iv e  e m p lo y e e  d oes  not d is c lo s e  to the e t h i c s  
c o m m it t e e  p a r t ic ip a t io n  in c o n tra c ts  or le a se s  p erm itted  by the co d e .  T h e  
p ro p o sed  la n g u a g e  r e q u ir e s  d is c lo s u r e  by the le g is la to r ,  l e g i s la t iv e  e m p l o y e e  
and fa m ily  m em bers o f  p a r t ic ip a t io n  in any state  c o n tr a c t  or lease  o v e r  $ 5 0 0 0  
a n n u a l l y .

S E C T I O N  17: A S  2 4 . 6 0 . 0 4 0 ,  C O N T R A C T S  A N D  L E A S E S .  The n ew  s u b s e c t i o n  
c la r if ie s  that a grant, contract or lease  that fa lls  u nder  on e  o f  the State  L oan  o r 
B en ef it  Program s in A S  2 4 .6 0 .0 5 0 ,  is not su b je c t  to this  se c t io n .  (The c o m m i t t e e  
p u b l i s h e s  a list o f  p ro g ra m s  that do not m eet  the c r i te r ia  in A S  2 4 .6 0 .0 5 0  a n d  
req u ires  d i s c lo s u r e  o f  p a r t ic ip a t io n  in any o f  the listed p ro g ra m s . ) It a l s o  
c la r i f ie s  that for the pu rp oses  o f  c o m p ly in g  w ith  the e th ic s  code , a grant t h a t  
results  in a contract is su b jec t  to this sec t io n .

S E C T I O N  18: A S  2 4 . 6 0 . 0 5 0 ( c )  R E F R A I N  F R O M  P U B L I C A T I O N  A l lo w s  t h e  
c o m m it te e  to protect an in d iv id u a l’s right to p r iv a cy  c o n c e r n i n g  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  
in state loan  and b e n e f i t  p ro g ra m s  and sets c o n f i r m i n g  d is c lo s u r e  date. T h i s  
f o l lo w s  an ad v isory  op in ion  issu ed  by the c o m m it t e e  in 1994 e x p l a i n i n g  that i t  
c h o s e  to not p u b lish  the nam e o f  a p erson  w h o  r e c e iv e d  a b e n e f i t  from  t h e  
V io le n t  C r im es  C o m p e n sa t io n  C om m ittee  but did p u b l ish  that a p erso n  c o v e r e d  
by the e th ic s  c o d e  had r ece iv ed  a benefit .

S E C T I O N  19: A S  2 4 .6 0 .0 6 0 ( b )  P R O T E C T I V E  O R D E R  The subject o f  an e th ics  
c o m p la in t  w o u ld  be in v io la t io n  o f  the c o d e  for  r e l e a s in g  in f o r m a t io n  d e e m e d  
c o n f i d e n t i a l  under a p r o te c t iv e  order is su e d  by the c o m m it te e .  This c h a n g e  
w ou ld  a l lo w  the c o m m it te e  to broaden  d i s c o v e r y  by the su b jec t  w h i le  s t i l l
p r o te c t in g  any  in n o c e n t ,  or ‘not i n v o l v e d ’ p arties .

S E C T I O N  20: A S  2 4 . 6 0 . 0 7 0 ( b )  D E A D L I N E  F O R  C L O S E  E C O N O M IC
A S S O C I A T I O N :  T he  c u r r e n t  code  requ ired  d i s c lo s u r e  o f  c lo s e  e c o n o m i c
a s s o c ia t io n s  but did not set a d ea d lin e .  N e w  d e a d l in e  is set d e a d l in e s  in AS
2 4 .6 0 .1 0 5  o f  this bill. T he  February 15 dead lin e  is in line with others and the 6 0
day  d is c lo s u r e  for new  a s s o c ia t io n s  m a tch es  the n ew  la n g u a g e  for d i s c l o s u r e s  
th r o u g h o u t  the b i l l .

S E C T I O N  21:  A S 2 4 . 6 0 . 0 7 0 .  S P O U S A L / S P O U S A L  E Q U I V A L E N T  L O B B Y I S T .
This  n ew  s e c t io n  w ould  req u ire  le g is la to r s  and l e g i s la t iv e  e m p lo y e e s  w h o  a r e  
married to or w ho are the sp o u sa l  e q u iv a le n t s  o f  a lo b b y is t ,  to d is c lo s e ,  u n d e r  
C lose  E c o n o m ic  A s s o c ia t io n ,  the nam e and ad d ress  o f  each o f  the l o b b y i s t ' s
c l ie n t s  and the total m o n e ta r y  value  r e c e iv e d  from  each  c l ie n t  a n n u a l l y .
C h a n g es  to the list w ou ld  have  to be reported w ith in  4 8  hours.

S E C T I O N  2 2 :  A S  2 4 .6 0 .0 8 0 ( a ) :  G IF T S  The bill in c r e a s e s  the g if t  l im it  f r o m  
$ 1 0 0  to $ 2 5 0  a n n u a l ly .  The la n g u a g e  a lso  c la r i f i e s  that those  g ifts  that c o m e  
u n d er  s u b s e c t io n  (c); h o s p i ta l i ty ,  d is c o u n ts ,  food  sh ared  as a cu ltu ra l  n o r m ,  
t r a v e l /h o s p i t a l i t y  fo r  o b ta in in g  in fo r m a t io n  on  l e g i s la t iv e  m atters ,  g if ts  f r o m  
im m e d ia te  fa m ily  and g if t s  not c o n n ec ted  to le g i s la t iv e  status are e x c e p t io n s  to  
the g e n e r a l  p r o h ib i t io n  on a c c e p t in g  g ifts .  G ifts  on b e h a lf  o f  a c h a r i t a b l e  
o r g a n iz a t io n  (n ew  s u b s e c t io n  (h ))  are e x e m p te d  from  both “a c c e p t in g  a n d  
s o l i c i t i n g ” p r o h ib i t io n s .  N e w  la n g u a g e  has been  added that r e s t r i c t s  
l e g i s la t o r s  and le g i s la t iv e  e m p lo y e e s  from a c c e p t in g ,  from a lo b b y is t  d u r i n g



s e s s io n ,  a n y t h in g  o f  m o n e ta r y  va lu e  o th er  than food or  b e v e r a g e  f o r  
im m e d i a t e  c o n s u m p t io n .

S E C T I O N  23:  A S  2 4 . 6 0 . 0 8 0 ( c )  G I F T  E X E M P T I O N S  The a m e n d m e n t  to s u b -  
p a r a g r a p h  I ) ( A )  c la r i f ie s  that a stay in a v a c a t io n  h o m e  located  o u ts id e  t h e  
state , is not an ex em p ted  g ift .  A m e n d m e n t  to sub-paragraph ( 2 ) (B )  w ou ld  a l l o w  
l e g is la to r s  and l e g i s la t iv e  e m p lo y e e s  to a c c e p t  d isc o u n ts  w h i le  on s t a t e
b u s in e ss  i f  the d isco u n t  b en e f it s  the state . Paragraph (7) a l lo w s  le g is la to r s  a n d  
p e r so n a l  s ta f f  o f  le g is la to r s  (not o th e r  l e g i s l a t i v e  e m p l o y e e s )  to a c c e p t  
d isc o u n ts  and w e lc o m in g  g i f t s  in the c a p ito l  c i ty  during  s e s s io n .

S E C T I O N  24: A S  2 4 . 6 0 . 0 8 0 ( d )  G I F T  R E P O R T I N G  The c h a n g e s  in t h i s  
se c t io n  c o r r e s p o n d  to those  m ade in p r e v io u s  s e c t io n s  e .g .  $ 2 5 0  lim it a n d  
c h a n g i n g  re p o r t in g  date for g if ts  not re la ted  to l e g i s la t iv e  status to F e b r u a r y  
15 d e a d l in e  and the ch a n g e  from reporting g i f t s  to A PO C .

C urrently ,  a leg is la to r  or l e g is la t iv e  e m p lo y e e  w h o  r e c e iv es  a g if t  o f  o v er  $ 1 0 0  
“not re la ted  to le g i s la t iv e  s ta tu s” is req u ired  to report, c o n f i d e n t i a l l y ,  t h e  
nam e o f  d on or  and d escr ip t io n  o f  the g if t  r e c e iv e d  u nder  this c a te g o r y .  I f  t h e  
g if t  has a va lu e  o f  o v er  $ 2 5 0 ,  the actual v a lu e  m ust a lso  be rep orted .  The n e w  
la n g u a g e  req u ires  r e p o r t in g ,  c o n f i d e n t i a l l y ,  o n ly  the nam e o f  d on or  a n d  
descr ip tion  o f  g ift  for all g if ts  o v er  $ 2 5 0  not related  to le g is la t iv e  status.

P r o p o se d  c h a n g e s  to S e c t io n s  2 0 0 -2 6 0  ( d i s c u s s e d  fu r th er  d o w n  in t h i s  
d o c u m e n t )  o f  the e th ic s  co d e ,  r em o v e  APOC out from  under  the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
o f  d e a l in g  with reports o f  g ifts  r e c e iv e d  by le g is la to r s  and l e g i s l a t i v e
d ir e c to r s .  T his  is an e f fo r t  to ea se  c o n f u s io n  o v e r  what is r ep o rted  to w h o m .
U n d er  the p rop osed  c h a n g e s ,  all g if t s  w o u ld  be reported  to the e t h i c s  
c o m m it te e .  C o p ie s  o f  the n o n -c o n f id e n t ia l  g if t  d i s c lo s u r e s  w il l  be fo rw a rd ed  to
APOC. S e n a te  F in an ce ,  at the req u est  o f  APOC. added the d i s c lo s u r e s  o f  g if ts  o f
“ le g i s la t iv e  e m p lo y e e s ” w h o  are required to f i le  f in an c ia l  d is c lo s u r e  s t a t e m e n t
to th o se  that the e th ics  c o m m it t e e  m ust  p r o v id e  c o p ie s  o f  to APOC. ( A s
a m e n d e d  b y  S e n .  F i n . )

S E C T I O N  25:  A S  2 4 . 6 0 . 0 8 0 ( e )  L o w  B u d g e t  C a m p a i g n s  This is a t e c h n i c a l  
c h a n g e  in resp o n se  to the n e w  ca m p a ig n  f in a n c e  reform  law, to a l lo w  c e r t a i n  
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  to "small bu d get"  c a m p a ig n s  to fall w ith in  the “ c o n t r i b u t i o n "  
d e f i n i t i o n .

S E C T I O N  2 6 :  A S  2 4 .6 0 .0 8 0 ( f )  G o v e r n m e n t  G i f t s  A l lo w s  a c c e p ta n c e  o f  g if t
from  a fo re ig n  go v ern m en t ,  th e  U .S .  g o v e r n m e n t  or another state  g o v e r n m e n t
for p ro to co l  purposes  so  long  as the g if t  is d e l iv e r e d  to the l e g i s la t iv e  c o u n c i l  
w ith in  60  day. T his  bill in c r e a s e s  the th r e s h o ld  to $2 5 0  to c o r r e s p o n d  w i t h  
o th e r  c h a n g e s  re la t in g  to g i f t s .

S E C T I O N  27:  A S  2 4 . 6 0 . 0 8 0 ( g )  F A M I L Y  D e f in e s  the terms in the G i f t s  
S e c t io n  “ Im m e d ia te  fam ily  or fam ily  m em b er" , w h ic h  in c lu d e s  c o h a b i t a t o r s .  
w h e n  used in re la t ion  to g if t s  r e c e iv ed  from im m e d ia te  fa m ily  and the n e w  
s u b s e c t io n s  in AS 24 .60 .080:  in h e r i t a n c e  from a fa m ily  m e m b e r  ( i)  or g i f t s  
r e c e iv e d  by a fam ily  m em b er  (k).

S E C T I O N  2 8 :  A S  2 4 .6 0 .0 8 0  G I F T S .  N e w  S u b s e c t i o n s
(h )  P erm its  s o l i c i t in g  and a c c e p t in g  g if ts  on b e h a l f  o f  c h a r i t a b l e  

o r g a n iz a t io n s ,  w h ich  is in a c c o r d a n c e  w ith  an a d v is o r y  o p in io n  issued  by t h e



c o m m it te e .  A l lo w s  the c o m m it t e e  to set g u id e l in e s  c o n c e r n i n g  these  types o f  
g i f t s .

(i )  R equires  reporting o f  receipt, but not value- of, an i n h e r i t a n c e  f r o m  
a p erson  other  than a fa m ily  m em ber. The cu rren t  statute  d o e s  not a d d r e s s  
in h e r i t a n c e .  This in f o r m a t io n  is c u r r e n t ly  requ ired  under  APOC re p o r t in g  o f  
gifts .  T he  bill  re f lects  the c h a n g e  from reporting g if ts  to A P O C .

(j) Sets  out that g if ts  o f  v o lu n te e r  s e r v ic e s  for l e g i s l a t i v e  p u rp o ses  m a y  
be a c cep ted  by a leg is la tor ,  le g is la t iv e  c o m m itte e  or le g is la t iv e  a g e n c y  as a g i f t  
to the state, so  long as the person d o n a t in g  the s e r v i c e s  is not paid by a n o t h e r  
so u rce .  A l lo w s  a le g is la to r ,  l e g i s la t iv e  c o m m it te e  or l e g i s l a t i v e  a g e n c y  to  
a c c e p t  a U A  Intern or JTPA tra in ee  as w ell  as any o th er  e d u c a t io n a l  t r a i n e e s  
the c o m m it t e e  a p p r o v e s .  To m a in ta in  c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y ,  the e th ic s  c o m m it te e  i s  
not p erm itted  to a c c e p t  v o lu n te e r  s e r v ic e s .

T h is  s u b s e c t io n  requ ires  v o lu n teers ,  in terns , and e d u c a t io n a l  tra inees  to
g e n e r a l l y  c o m p ly  with the e th ic s  code , with the e x c e p t io n s  o f  the f o l l o w i n g  
se c t io n s :  c o n tra c ts  and le a se s ,  c lo se  e c o n o m ic  a s s o c ia t io n s ,  n e p o t ism  o r
r e p r e s e n t a t io n  b efore  state  a g e n c ie s .  The n e p o t ism  e x e m p t io n  a l lo w s  f a m i l y  
m em b ers  to v o lu n teer  their  t im e  to le g is la t iv e  o f f i c e s .

(k) The cu rren t  law d o es  not s p e c i f i c a l ly  address  w h e t h e r  g ifts ,  f r o m  
a n o th e r  so u rce ,  to a fa m ily  m e m b er  or sp ou sa l e q u iv a le n t  o f  a le g is la to r  o r  
l e g i s la t iv e  e m p lo y e e  fall w ith in  the r e s t r ic t io n s  a n d /o r  r e p o r t i n g
r e q u ir e m e n t s .  The p ro p o sed  la n g u a g e  req u ires  d is c lo s u r e  by a le g is la to r  o r  
l e g i s la t iv e  e m p lo y e e  w h o  k n o w s ,  or r e a s o n a b ly  o u g h t  to k n o w , that a f a m i l y  
m em b er  has rec e iv ed  a g if t  b e ca u se  o f  the fam ily  m e m b e r ’s c o n n e c t i o n  to t h e
le g is la to r  or le g is la t iv e  e m p lo y e e .  T he  bill p r o v id e s  this g u id e l in e :  i f  the g i f t
was g iv e n  d irec t ly  to the le g i s la t o r  or e m p lo y e e  and i f  it w o u ld  have  to b e  
rep orted  by the le g i s la t o r  or e m p lo y e e ,  then the sa m e  g ift ,  i f  the g ift  w a s  
g iv e n  to a fa m ily  m e m b e r  b e c a u se  o f  h i s /h e r  c o n n e c t i o n  to a le g is la to r  o r
l e g i s l a t i v e  e m p lo y e e ,  w ou ld  req u ire  d isc lo su r e .  In o th er  w ords, g if ts  o f  t r a v e l
for matters o f  le g is la t iv e  c o n c e r n  g iv e n  to a l lo w  the sp o u se  to travel with t h e
le g is la to r ,  w ou ld  h a v e  to be reported . The sam e h o ld s  true for g if ts  t h a t  
l e g i s la t o r s  or l e g i s la t iv e  e m p lo y e e s  w ou ld  be p r o h ib ite d  from a c c e p t in g ,  t h a t  
arc r e c e iv e d  by fa m ily  m e m b e r s .  For e x a m p le ,  g ift  o f  o ver  S 2 5 0  g iv e n  to t h e
s p o u se  o f  a le g is la to r ,  p r im a r i ly  b eca u se  o f  the c o n n e c t io n  to the l e g i s l a t o r ,  
w o u ld  h a v e  to be reported.

T he  la n g u a g e ,  “or r e a s o n a b ly  ou g h t  to k n o w ”, c o n c e r n i n g  f a m i l y  
m e m b e r s  red u ces  the burden on those c o v e r e d  by the e th ic s  c o d e  to r e s e a r c h
g if t s  p rov id ed  to fam ily  m em b ers  with w hom  there is l ittle  or no contact.

(1) Sets out that the va lu e  o f  the g ift  is fair m arket v a lu e ,  to the e x t e n t  
that fair market va lue  can be determ ined . An ex a m p le  o f  how  this  m igh t  a p p l y  
is; a tourism  com p an y  p rov id es  a one hour h e l i c o p t e r  ride to s h o w  a l e g i s l a t o r  
the area in w h ich  they w ou ld  like to exp an d  their  tours. T he  le g i s la t o r  w o u l d
u se  the rate charged  to h e l ic o p te r  passengers  for a o n e  hour tour in r e p o r t i n g
the g i f t .

S E C T I O N  29: A S 2 4 . 6 0 . 0 8 5 ( a )  E A R N E D  I N C O M E  A N D  H O N O R A R I A  T h e  
a m e n d m e n t s  in this se c t io n  w o u ld  a l lo w  le g is la to r s  and leg is la te  e e m p l o y e e s  
to a ccep t  c o m p e n s a t io n  that is less  than fees g e n e r a l ly  c h a r g e d .  The e f fe c t  o f  
this c h a n g e  w ou ld  be to a l lo w  an attorney to do pro b on o  w ork or an e n g i n e e r  
to c h a rg e  a reduced  rate for r ev iew  o f  plans for .1 non -p ro fit  o rgan iza t ion .

S E C T I O N  30:  A S 2 4 . 6 0 . 1 0 0  R E P R E S E N T A T I O N  C urrent law does not s e t  
r e p o r t in g  d e a d l in e s  for r e p r e s e n t a t io n  before  a state a g e n c y .  This c h a n g e



c o r r e s p o n d s  to the o th er  c h a n g e s  o f  F eb ru ary  15 and 6 0  days  for n e w  
rep resentation , s e e  n ew  se c t io n  2 4 .6 0 .1 0 5  o f  th is  bil l .

S E C T I O N  3 1 :  A S  2 4 . 6 0 . 1 0 5  D E A D L I N E S  F O R  F I L I N G  D I S C L O S U R E S  S e t s
out a r e p o r t in g  d e a d l in e  o f  F ebruary 15 for d i s c lo s u r e s  o f  in te r e s ts  in s t a t e  
c o n tr a c ts ,  lea se s ,  p r o g r a m s  and loans, r e p r e s e n t a t io n s  o f  c l i e n t s ,  c l o s e  
e c o n o m ic  a s s o c ia t io n s  and m e m b e r s h ip  on a board. In teres ts  b e g u n  o r  
a cq u ired  d u r in g  the r e g u la r  se s s io n  (e x c e p t  for the last 30  d a y s)  m ust b e  
reported w ith in  3 0  d ays .

S E C T I O N  3 2 :  A S  2 4 . 6 0 . 1 3 0 ( f ) .  C O M M I T T E E  P E R  D I E M  A N D  T R A V E L  T h e
la n g u a g e  c o r r e c ts  a d r a f t in g  o v e r s ig h t  by f o r m a l i z in g  the p u b lic  m e m b e r s '
e n t i t l e m e n t  to r e c e iv e  per d iem  and travel c o m p e n s a t io n ,  as has b e e n
c u s to m a r y  w ith  l e g i s la t iv e  c o m m it te e s  that h a v e  n o n - l e g i s l a t i v e  m e m b e r s ,
such as the C o d e  R e v is io n  C om m ittee .  T he  public  m em b ers  are not en tit led  to b e  
paid for their t im e in se r v ic e  to the c o m m it te e .  A S  3 9 .2 0 .1 8 0  sets the rates a n d  
terms for per d iem  and trave l  for state boards and c o m m is s io n s .  T he  c h a n g e  
w ou ld  a p p ly  those  rates and terms to the pub lic  m em b ers  o f  the c o m m it te e .

S E C T I O N  3 3 :  A S  2 4 .6 0 .1 3 0 ( h ) .  M E M B E R  D I S Q U A L I F I C A T I O N
The n ew  la n g u a g e  p r o h ib it s  an e th ics  c o m m it te e  m e m b e r  from  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  
in a c o m p la in t  p r o c e e d in g  a g a in s t  a su b jec t  o f  a c o m p la in t  w h o  is s u p e r v i s e d  
by the m e m b e r .  T h e  p r o c e s s  for a p p o in t in g  a n e w  m e m b e r  to se r v e  on t h e
eth ics  c o m m it te e  in the p lace  o f  a d isq u a lif ied  m em b er  is in n ew  s u b s e c t io n  A S
2 4 .6 0 .1 3 0 ( 0 )  o f  this bill.

S E C T I O N  3 4 :  A S  2 4 . 6 0 . 1 3 0 ( o )  A P P O I N T M E N T  O F  C O M M I T T E E
A L T E R N A T E S  T he current law  sets out that i f  a m e m b e r  is d i s q u a l i f i e d  d u r i n g  
s e s s io n ,  the p r e s id in g  o f f i c e r ,  w ith  2/3  c o n c u r r e n c e ,  a p p o in ts  a n o t h e r  
m e m b e r  for that p r o c e e d in g .  If  d i s q u a l i f i c a t io n  is d u r in g  in te r im , t h e  
p r e s id in g  o f f i c e r  a p p o in ts  a new m e m b er  w ith  the c o n c u r r e n c e  o f  t h a t  
h o u s e ’s s u b c o m m it t e e .  I n v o l v i n g  e ith er  body  o f  the le g i s la t u r e  d e f e a t s  
c o n f id e n t ia l i ty  and a l lo w s  p u b lic  k n o w le d g e  that the d i s q u a l i f i e d  m e m b e r  n t a y  
be the s u b je c t  o f  the c o m p la in t .  T he  n ew  la n g u a g e  d irects  the p r e s i d i n g  
o f f ic e r s  to  ap p o in t  a lternates  to the c o m m it te e  w h o  w il l  serve  w h e n  the c h a i r  
o f  the c o m m it te e  or su b c o m m itte e  designates  them , d ue  to a l e g i s l a t i v e  m e m b e r  
b e in g  d is q u a l i f ie d  in a c o m p la in t  p ro ceed in g .  The d e s ig n a t io n  o f  the a l t e r n a t e  
by the ch a ir  is c o n f id e n t ia l .

S E C T I O N  3 5 :  A S 2 4 . 6 0 . 1 3 4 ( a ) .  R E S T R I C T I O N S  O N  T H E  C O M M I T T E E .  T h e  
p ro p o sed  la n g u a g e  s t r e n g t h e n s  the p o l i t ic a l  r e s t r ic t io n s  on the p u b l i c  
m em b ers ,  s ta f f  to the c o m m it te e  and those  under c o n tr a c t  to the c o m m it t e e ,  b y 
c l a r i f y i n g  that p r o h ib i t io n s  o f  p a r t ic ip a t io n  in p o l i t ic a l  m a n a g e m e n t  or in a 
p o l i t ic a l  c a m p a ig n  e x te n d  to ballot  in i t ia t iv e s  and to c a m p a ig n s  for f e d e r a l ,  
state and loca l  o f f i c e s ,  r e g a r d le s s  o f  w h e th e r  the c a m p a ig n  is p a rt isa n  o r 
n o n p a r t i s a n .  A  p u b lic  m e m b e r ,  e m p lo y e e  or c o n tr a c to r  to the c o m m it t e e  m a y  
not attend a fundraiser or m ake a c o n tr ib u t io n  to a p o l i t ic a l  party , a c a n d i d a t e  
for the l e g i s la t u r e ,  an i n c u m b e n t  le g is la to r  or l e g i s la t iv e  e m p l o y e e  w h o  is a 
c a n d id a te  for a n o th e r  p u b lic  o f f ic e  or a person  r u n n in g  for a n o th e r  o f f i c e  
a g a in s t  on in c u m b e n t  l e g i s la t o r  or l e g i s la t iv e  e m p lo y e e .  T he  r e s t r ic t io n  o n 
lo b b y in g  a c t iv i t ie s  a lso  rem ains  the sa m e  as current law .

S E C T I O N  36:  A S  2 4 . 6 0 . 1 3 4 ( c )  R E S T R I C T I O N S :  NEW  SUBSECTIO N T h e
p ro p o sed  la n g u a g e  p erm its  a c o n tr a c to r  w ith  the e th ic s  c o m m it te e  to r e q u e s t



the c o m m it t e e  to e x e m p t  so m e  m em b ers  o f  the c o r p o r a t io n  or p a r t n e r s h i p
from h a v in g  to co m p ly  with so m e  or ail p r o h i b i t i o n s  a g a in s t  p o lit ica l  a c t i v i t y .  
T he c >mmittee has con tracted  for outs ide  legal cou n se l ,  wi th an attorney w h o  i s
part o f  a large firm with  branch o f f ic e s  o u ts id e  o f  A lask a . A  strict re a d in g  o f
current law  m igh t m an d ate  all e m p lo y e e s  o f  that law firm to c o m p ly  wi th t h e
res tr ic t io n s  in the A la sk a  le g is la t iv e  e th ic s  co d e .
S E C T I O N  37:  A S  2 4 . 6 0 . 1 5 0 ( b )  G U I D E L I N E S  P erm its  the c o m m it te e  to a d o p t
g u i d e l i n e s  to im p le m e n t  this en tire  ch a p ter  under a p u b lic  p rocess .  A p e r s o n  
w h o acted  w ithin  the g u id e l in e s  cou ld  not be p en a lized  for v i o l a t i ng  the e t h i c s  
cod e .  T h e  cu rren t  p r o c e d u r e  o f  i s s u in g  A d v is o r y  O p in io n s  a l l o w s
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  based o n ly  on the facts p r e se n te d  by a req u ester .  S i t u a t i o n s  
have  c o m e  up w here in  the c o m m it te e  fee ls  g u i d e l i n e s ,  based on a broad se t  o f  
c ir c u m s ta n c e s  and an in te r p r e ta t io n  o f  the law, w ou ld  assist those  c o v e r e d  b y 
the c o d e  in a v o id in g  in ad verten t  v io la t io n s .

S E C T I O N  38:  A S  2 4 . 6 0 . 1 6 0  A D V I S O R Y  O P I N I O N S  The prop osed  l a n g u a g e  
in this  s e c t io n  a l lo w s  the c o m m it te e  to issue  an a d v is o r y  o p in io n  to a p e r s o n  
w h o  a n t ic ip a tes  b e c o m in g  a le g is la t iv e  e m p lo y e e ,  4 5  d ays  prior to e m p l o y m e n t .  
C urrent law restr ic ts  the c o m m it te e  to i s s u in g  a d v is o r y  o p in io n s  to t h o s e  
a lrea d y  in le g i s la t iv e  e m p lo y m e n t ,  le g is la to r s  and I e g i s la t o r s - e le c t .  C u r r e n t  
law sets  3 0  days as the r e s p o n s e  time for the c o m m it t e e  to a request  for a n
a d v is o r y  o p in io n .  T he  p ro p o sed  c h a n g e  a l lo w s  the c o m m it te e  6 0  days  to
r e s p o n d .

The n e w  la n g u a g e  in s u b s e c t io n ( b )  c la r i f ie s  that the c o m m it te e  reta ins t h e  
a u th o r i ty  to restr ic t  a t te n d a n c e  during  d e l ib e r a t io n s  in e x e c u t iv e  s e s s io n  o n
an a d v is o r y  o p in io n .

S E C T I O N  3 9 :  A S  2 4 .6 0 .1 7 0 ( a )  C O M P L A I N T S :  C O M M I T T E E  J U R I S D I C T I O N
C urrent law req u ires  the c o m m it te e  to p r o c e ss  a c o m p la in t  r e c e iv e d ,  e v e n  i f
a g a in s t  all m em b ers  o f  the leg is la tu r e  or all m e m b e r s  o f  one h o u se  o f  t h e
le g i s la t u r e .  The p ro p o sed  c h a n g e ,  p r o h ib i t in g  the c o m m it te e  to c o n s id e r  a 
c o m p la in t  o f  that nature , w ou ld  a llow  the c o m m it te e  to return the c o m p l a i n t
w ith o u t  ac t ion .  C urrent law  p ro h ib its  c o n s i d e r i n g  a c o m p la in t  a g a in s t  a
term in a ted  le g is la t iv e  e m p lo y e e .  P roposed  la n g u a g e  w o u ld  a l lo w  the c o m m i t t e e
to re insta te  a co m p la in t  that was c lo se d  upon an e m p lo y e e ' s  term ination , i f  t h e  
e m p l o y e e  was reh ired  wi t h i n  f ive  years o f  date the c o m p la in t  was filed. I n 
oth er  w ord s,  i f  an e m p l o y e e  quit to avoid  c o m p la in t  p r o c e e d in g s  and t h e  
e m p l o y e e  was reh ired  6 m on th s  later, the c o m m it te e  may take up the i n i t i a l  
c o m p la in t  aga in . N ew  la n g u a g e  also a l lo w s  the c o m m it te e  to fo l lo w  the s a m e  
p ro c e d u r e  w ith  a form er le g is la to r  w h o  resu m es  l e g i s la t iv e  se r v ic e  wi thi n f ive  
y ea rs  o f  the date o f  the c o m p la in t .  This c h a n g e  w o u ld  a ffec t  form er  s t a f f e r s  
w h o  h a v e  b een  e le c te d  to the leg is lature  and form er leg is la tors  w ho have b e e n  
e m p lo y e d  as s ta ffers .

S E C T I O N  40:  A S  2 4 . 6 0 . 1 7 0 ( b )  C O M P L A I N A N T  N e w  la n g u a g e  c la r i f ie s  t h a t  
the c o m p la in a n t  must s ig n  a statem ent that h e /sh e  has reason to b e l ie v e  that a 
v i o l a t i o n  has o ccu rred  and p laces  a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  on the c o m m it te e  to n o t i f y  
the c o m p la in a n t  that h e /s h e  m ay have to te s t i fy  during  p ro c e e d in g s .

S E C T I O N  4 1 :  A S  2 4 . 6 0 . 1 7 0 ( c )  C O M P L A I N T S :  P R E L I M I N A R Y
E X A M / D I S M I S S A L  The p ro p o sed  c h a n g e  w ou ld  put into law the c u r r e n t  
ad op ted  procedure  o f  the c o m m it te e ,  w h ich  is to a s s ig n  c o m p la in t s  to s ta f f  f o r  
p r e l i m i n a r y  e x a m in a t io n  for legal s u f f i c i e n c y  and cre d i b i l i t y  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n .



S ta f f  w o u ld  then  m ake a r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  to the c o m m it te e  based  o  n
in fo r m a t io n  and e v id e n c e  co n ta in e d  in the c o m p la in t .  S ta f f  and the c o m m i t t e e  
w o u ld  be s p e c i f i c a l l y  perm itted  to s o l i c i t  add it iona l-  in fo r m a t io n  from t h e
c o m p l a i n a n t  and the su b jec t .  The s u b je c t  is not o b l ig a te d  to p r o v i d e
i n f o r m a t io n .  T h e  n ew  la n g u a g e  c la r i f i e s  that the c o m m it te e  is p e r m it te d  to
d is m is s  f r iv o lo u s  c o m p la in t s  and c o m p la in t s  that lack c r e d ib le  i n f o r m a t i o n .  
F u rth er  c la r i f i e s ,  as is c u rren t  p r a c t ic e ,  that p r o c e e d in g s  u nder  t h i s
s u b s e c t i o n  are c o n f id e n t ia l  and that c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y  may be w a iv ed  by t h e  
s u b je c t  in c o m p l i a n c e  with A S 2 4 . 6 0 . 1 7 0 ( i ) ,  the s u b s e c t io n  d e a l in g  w i t h
d is c o v e r y  by  the  su b jec t .

S E C T I O N  4 2 :  A S  2 4 . 6 0 . 1 7 0 ( f )  L A C K  O F  P R O B A B L E  C A U S E  C la r if ie s  t h a t  
the d e l ib e r a t io n s  and vote  on the d is m is s a l  order  and d e c is io n  on a f in d in g  o f  
" lack  o f  p r o b a b le  ca u se  that a v io la t io n  o f  the  e th ic s  cod e  o c c u r r e d ” are n o t  
open  to the pub lic  or to the su b ject  o f  the co m p la in t .

S E C T I O N  4 3 :  A S  2 4 . 6 0 . 1 7 0 ( g )  C O R R E C T I V E  A C T I O N S :  C la r if ie s  p r o c e d u r e s  
in the e v e n t  a p erso n ,  after a f in d in g  o f  p r o b a b le  cau se  o f  a v io la t io n  o f  t h e  
e th ic s  c o d e ,  a g r e e s  to c o m p ly  w ith  the c o m m i t t e e ’s r e c o m m e n d e d  c o r r e c t i v e
a c t io n s  but later fa ils  to c o m p le te  the  c o r r e c t i v e  act ion . U n d er  the n e w
la n g u a g e  the  c o m m it te e  m ay form a lly  c h a r g e  the person or re fer  the m atter  to 
the ap p rop r ia te  h o u se  o f  the le g is la tu r e  or a p p o in t in g  au th o r ity .  It e m p o w e r s  
the l e g is la tu r e  or the a p p o in t in g  authority  to e n fo r c e  the a c t io n s  or to d e c l i n e  
to e n fo r c e  and refer the matter back  to the c o m m itte e .  I f  it is re ferred  b ack  to  
the c o m m it t e e ,  the c o m m it te e  retains the  p o w e r  to form ally  ch a rg e  the p erson .

S E C T I O N  4 4 :  A S  2 4 . 6 0 . 1 7 0 ( h )  C O R R E C T I V E  A C T I O N S  C o n fo rm s s u b -  
p a r a g r a p h  (h) to the n ew  la n g u a g e  in A S  2 4 .6 0 .1 7 0 ( g ) ,  e m p o w e r in g  t h e  
c o m m i t t e e  to fo r m a l ly  c h a r g e  a p e r so n  w h o  fails  to c o m p le te  c o r r e c t i v e  
a c t i o n s .

S E C T I O N  4 5 :  A S  2 4 . 6 0 . 1 7 0 ( 1 )  D I S C O V E R Y  S u b s e c t io n  (i) in cu rren t  law  i s  
u n c le a r  as to w h e n  the su b jec t  o f  a c o m p la in t  may e n g a g e  in d is c o v e r y .  T h e  
c o m m it t e e  f e e ls  the a p p r o p r ia te  tim e for d i s c o v e r y  and what seem s  to be t h e  
in te n t  o f  the  co d e ,  is at the point a p e r so n  is fo r m a lly  ch a r g e d .  The c h a n g e  
from  s u b s e c t i o n  (b) to s u b s e c t io n  (h) w o u ld  c la r i fy  that intent. H o w e v e r ,  t h e  
n ew  l a n g u a g e  p erm its  the c o m m it t e e  to adopt p r o c e d u r e s  c o n c e r n i n g  
d i s c o v e r y  w h ic h  in c lu d e  a l lo w in g  d i s c o v e r y  at an ea r l ier  s ta g e  than f o r m a l
c h a r g e s  and  im p o s in g  r e a so n a b le  re s tr ic t io n s  on  re lea se  o f  in fo r m a t io n  to t h e
su b je c t  o f  a c o m p la in t ,  to p ro tec t  the p r iv a c y  o f  p erso n s  not u n d e r  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  T h e  S en ate  F in a n c e  C o m m it te e  a m en d ed  su b s e c t io n  ( i ) ( 3 )  b y  
a d d in g  a r e q u ir e m e n t  that the c o m m it t e e  co u ld  not im p o se  r e s tr ic t io n s  o n
d i s c o v e r y  by the su b jec t  u n le s s  the p e r s o n  a g reed  to be b ound  by s i m i l a r
r e s t r i c t io n s  c o n c e r n i n g  r e lea se  o f  i n f o r m a t io n  and the person  has not m a d e  
p u b l ic  the in f o r m a t io n  in or about the c o m p la in t  or the f i l in g  o f  t h e
c o m p la in t .  T h e  co m m itte e  n o tes  that they u su a l ly  do  not have j u r i s d ic t io n  o v e r  
the c o m p la in a n t  nor is the c o m p la in a n t  in v o l v e d  in d i s c o v e r y . ( A m e n d e d  b y 
S e n .  F i n . )

S E C T I O N  4 6 :  A S  24 .60 .170 (1 )  A T T E N D A N C E  A T  E X E C U T I V E  S E S S I O N S  a n d  
W A I V E R  O F  C O N F I D E N T I A L I T Y .  The U n ifo r m  R ules  set out that a l e g i s l a t o r  
may n ot  be e x c lu d e d  from an e x e c u t i v e  s e s s io n .  The p rop osed  l a n g u a g e
c la r i f i e s  that ail m e e t in g s  o f  the c o m m it t e e  c o n c e r n i n g  c o m p la in t s  are c l o s e d
to the pu b l i c  and to le g is la to r s  w ho arc not c o m m it te e  m em b ers .  U nder  t h i s



a m e n d m e n t ,  the c o m m it t e e  m ay perm it  the su b jec t  o f  a c o m p l a i n t  to attend  a 
m e e t in g ,  u n less  the c o m m it t e e  is in d e l ib e r a t io n s  on  p r o b a b le  c a u se  that a 
v io la t io n  occurred. T h e  la n g u a g e  l imits the p o w e r  o f  the c o m p l a i n a n t  to w a i v e  
c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y  for o th e r s .

S E C T I O N  47: A S  2 4 .6 0 .1 7 4 ( a )  T I M E T A B L E  F O R  S A N C T I O N S  T his  sets  out a
p r o c e d u r e  for the e th ic s  c o m m it t e e  and the le g i s la tu r e  to f o l lo w  c o n c e r n i n g  
s a n c t io n s  on le g is la to r s .  T h e  c o m m it te e  m ust in c lu d e  a t im e ta b le  f o r  
c o m p l i a n c e  reports w h e n  it su b m its  a report r e c o m m e n d i n g  s a n c t io n s  to a
l e g i s la t iv e  body to c o n s id e r  im p o s in g  on a le g i s la t o r  w h o  w as fou n d  i n
v io la t io n  o f  the e th ic s  cod e .  T he report m ay a lso  in c lu d e  r e c o m m e n d e d  f i n e s  
that the l e g is la t iv e  body  m ay  im p o se  i f  the le g is la to r  does  not c o m p ly  in a 
t i m e l y  m a n n er .

S E C T I O N  48: A S  2 4 . 6 0 . 1 7 4  T I M E T A B L E  F O R  S A N C T I O N S  This s u b s e c t i o n  
r e q u ir e s  the l e g i s la t iv e  b od y  to report to the corr m ittee  the s a n c t io n s  a n d
t im e ta b le  for c o m p l ia n c e  it has adopted. It fu r th er  r e q u ir e s  the le g i s la t o r  to  
report c o m p l ia n c e  w ith  the s a n c t io n s  a c c o r d in g  to the t im e ta b le  to t h e  
c o m m it t e e .  If  the c o m m it te e  d e term in es  the le g is la to r  or fo r m e r  l e g is la to r  h a s  
not c o m p l ie d  fu lly  and in a t im e ly  m an n er ,  the c o m m it te e  m ay r e c o m m e n d  
that the le g is la t iv e  b od y  im p o s e  a f ine  or add it iona l sa n c t io n s .

S E C T I O I  49: A S  2 4 . 6 0 . 1 7 6 :  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S  W H E R E  V I O L A T O R  IS  A
L E G I S L A T I V E  E M P L O Y E E .  T he c u rren t  co d e  sets  out that the “ a p p o i n t i n g  
a u th o r ity "  d e te r m in e s  s a n c t io n s  to be im p o sed  on a v io la to r  w h o  is a n  
e m p lo y e e .  (A p p o in t in g  au thority  is d e f in e d  in A S  2 4 .6 0 .1 7 6 ( b )  o f  this b il l . )  T h e  
p r o p o se d  la n g u a g e  in this s e c t io n  e s t a b l i s h e s  that th o se  l isted  in AS  
2 4 .6 0 .1 7 6 ( b )  have the a u th o r i ty  to im p o se  s a n c t io n s  on v io la to r s  w ho  a r e
l e g i s l a t i v e  e m p l o y e e s .

S E C T I O N  50: A S  2 4 . 6 0 . 1 7 6 ( b ) :  A P P O I N T I N G  A U T H O R I T Y .  This n e w
s u b s e c t io n  d e f in es  w h ic h  b o d y  or p erso n  is the a p p o in t in g  a u th o r ity  for e a c h
se t  o f  l e g is la t iv e  e m p lo y e e s .

S E C T  51: A S  2 4 .6 0 .1 7 8  S A N C T I O N S  Current law d oes  not set out possib le  
s a n c t io  that cou ld  be r e c o m m e n d e d  by the c o m m it te e .  The n ew  s e c t io n  l i s t s  
s a n c t io n s  the c o m m it te e  m ay  m ake to the le g is la tu r e  for v io la t io n s  o f  t h e  
e th ic s  code . The list in c lu d e s ;  f in es  on m em b ers  w ho  v io la te d  the c o d e ,  
d iv e s t i t u r e  o f  s p e c i f i e d  a sse ts  or w ith d r a w a l  from ce r ta in  a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  
a d d it io n a l  d isc lo su r e ,  s u s p e n s i o n  or t e r m in a t io n  from l e g i s la t iv e  e m p l o y m e n t  
( i f  an e m p lo y e e ) ,  r e s t i tu t io n  or r e im b u r s e m e n t .  p u b lic  or p r iva te  w r i t t e n  
r e p r im a n d ,  c e n su r e ,  r e m o v a l  from c o m m it te e  p o s i t io n s ,  p r o b a t io n ,  e x p u l s i o n  
or  any o th er  a p p ro p r ia te  m e a su r e .  S u b s e c t io n  (c)  c la r i f i e s  that the c o m m i t t e e  
m ay r e c o m m e n d  that the su b je c t  be requ ired  to pay all or so m e  o f  the c o s t s  
r e la ted  to the i n v e s t ig a t io n  or  a d ju d ic a t io n  o f  a c o m p la in t .  T he  c o m m i t t e e ’ s 
in ten t  is to a l low  those  c o v e r e d  by the cod e  to be aw are o f  p o s s ib le  s a n c t i o n s
and to e m p o w e r  the leg is la tu re  to im p o se  or require any o f  the a b o v e  sa n ct io n s
on  l e g i s la t o r s ,  in c lu d in g  f in e s .

S E C T I O N  5 2 :  A S 2 4 . 6 0 . 2 0 0  F I N A N C I A L  D I S C L O S U R E  B Y  L E G I S L A T O R S ,  
L E G I S L A T I V E  D I R E C T O R S  A N D  R A N G E  19 A N D  A B O V E  L E G I S L A T I V E  
E M P L O Y E E S  U nder c u r r e n t  law, le g is la to r s  and l e g i s la t iv e  d irec to rs  a r e  
r e q u ir e d  to a n n u a l ly  f i le  a c o m p le t e  f in a n c ia l  d is c lo s u r e  s ta te m e n t  to APOC. 
T h is  s ta tem en t  is s im ilar  to the c o n f l ic t  o f  interest s ta tem en ts  f i led  by sta tew id e



and lo ca l  e lec ted  o f f i c ia l s .  T he  p ro p o sed  c h a n g e s  tc the APOC L e g i s l a t i v e  
F in a n c ia l  D is c lo s u r e  s ta te m e n t  deal on ly  with g if ts .  All o th e r  r e p o r t in g  u n d e r  
this s e c t io n  rem ains the sa m e  and rem ains the re sp o n s ib i l i ty  o f  A P O C . T h e  n e w  
la n g u a g e  r e m o v e s  the r e sp o n s ib i l i ty  for d e a l in g  w ith  reports o f  any g i f t s  from  
A P O C . T h e  c o rresp o n d in g  c h a n g e  descr ibed  a b o v e  in A S  2 4 .6 0 .0 8 0 ( d )  p laces  that 
re sp o n s ib i l i ty  s o le ly  w ith  the e th ic s  c o m m it te e .  T h e  a m en d m en t  adds the s a m e
r e p o r t in g  r e q u ir e m e n ts  for R an ge  19 and a b o v e  l e g i s la t iv e  e m p lo y e e s  a n d
public  m em b ers  o f  the e th ic s  c o m m ittee  and adds the r e q u ir e m e n t  that s p o u s a l  
e q u iv a le n t  in c o m e  is a l s o  reported.

S E C T I O N  5 3 :  A S 2 4 . 6 0 . 2 1 0  D E A D L I N E S  F O R  F I L I N G .  A dds R ange  19 a n d  
a b o v e  e m p lo y e e s  and p u b l ic  m em bers  o f  the e th ic s  c o m m it t e e  to the r e p o r t i n g  
d e a d l in e ,  and c h a n g e s  the d e a d l in e  from April  15 to F eb ru a ry  15. For t h o s e  
e m p l o y e e s  hired at a R a n g e  19 after January  I, the r e p o r t in g  d e a d l in e  is 6 0  
days  from  date o f  b e in g  hired, or prom oted, to a R a n g e  19.

S E C T I O N  5 4 :  A S  2 4 . 6 0 . 2 4 0 .  C IV IL  P E N A L T Y  F O R  L A T E  F I L I N G .  A d d s
R a n g e  19 and ab ove  e m p lo y e e s  and pub lic  m e m b e r s  o f  the e th ic s  c o m m it te e  to  
th o se  su b je c t  to c iv i l  p e n a lt ie s  fo late f i l in g .

S E C T I O N  5 5 :  A S 2 4 . 6 0 . 2 5 0  F A I L U R E  T O  F I L E .  A dds R a n g e  19 and a b o v e
e m p l o y e e s  and p u b lic  m e m b e r s  o f  the e th ic s  c o m m it t e e  to th ose  w ho  c o u l d  
fo r fe i t  n o m in a t io n  to o f f i c e  for fa ilure  to f i le  report. (S e e  2 /1 8 /9 7  C r a m e r  
m e m o  for  d is c u s s io n  o f  this  se c t io n )

S E C T I O N  56:  A S  2 4 . 6 0 . 2 6 0 ( a )  F I N E S  C urrent law  d o es  not in c lu d e  a n y
p e n a l ty  for late d i s c lo s u r e s  to the e th ics  c o m m it t e e .  T h e  p r o p o se d  c h a n g e s  i n 
this su b s e c t io n  and the n e w  su b sec t io n  A S  2 4 .6 0 .2 6 0 ( c )  in this bill, w ou ld  a l l o w  
a person  to f i le  a late d isc lo su r e  but that person  w o u ld  be subject to a f ine  or to  
h a v in g  a c o m p la in t  f i le d  a g a in s t  them.

S E C T I O N  5 7 :  A S  2 4 .6 0 .2 6 0 ( c )  F I N E S  P erm its  the c o m m it t e e  to im p o se  f i n e s
for late d isc losu res .  F ines are not to e x c e e d  $ 2  per day to a m axim um  o f  $ 1 0 0  per
late  d i s c lo s u r e .

S E C T I O N  5 8 :  A S  2 4 .6 0 . 9 9 0 ( a ) ( 5 )  I M M E D I A T E  F A M I L Y  The c h a n g e  to t h e  
d e f in i t io n  o f  im m ed ia te  fa m ily  a ffec ts ,  in current law , the co n tr a c ts  and l e a s e s  
se c t io n  (2 4 .6 0 .0 4 0 )  and the sec t io n  on n ep otism , A S  2 4 .6 0 .0 9 0 .  T h e  ch an ges  h e r e
c o n fo rm  w ith  ch a n g es  m ad e  in A S  2 4 .6 0 .0 8 0 ( g )  o f  this  bill.

S E C T I O N  59:  A S  2 4 . 6 0 . 9 9 0  • L E G I S L A T I V E  E M P L O Y E E  A N D  S P O U S A L  
E Q U I V A L E N T  Adds R a n g e  19 e m p lo y e e  and p u b lic  m e m b e r s  o f  the e t h i c s  
c o m m it t e e  to the d e f in i t i o n s  o f  w ho is req u ired  to f i le  the a n n u a l  L e g i s l a t i v e  
F in a n c ia l  R eport to APOC. A dds spousa l e q u i v a l e n t  to the list o f  those  w h o s e  
in c o m e  m ust be rep orted  i f  the reporter  is r e q u ir e d  to f i led  the a n n u a l  
L e g is la t iv e  F inancial R eport  to A PO C .

S E C T I O N  60: A S 3 9 . 2 5 . 0 7 0 :  P O W E R S  A N D  D U T I E S  O F  T H E  P E R S O N N E L
B O A R D .  R eflec ts  the ch a n g es  made in later se c t io n s  o f  this b ill ,  w h ic h  r e p l a c e  
the A tto r n e y  G eneral w ith  the P e r so n n e l  Board for  m an y  o f  the duties  r e l a t e d
to h a n d l in g  e x e c u t iv e  b ra n ch  e th ic s  c o m p la in t s .  ( A d d e d  in  S e n .  F in  a t
s u g g e s t i o n  o f  th e  d r a f t e r . )



S E C T I O N  6 1 :  A S  3 9 . 2 5 . 1 6 0  N ew  s u b s e c t i o n : ( j )  S T A T E  P E R S O N N E L  A C T .  
A m e n d s  the State P e r s o n n e l  A ct by a d d in g  a s p e c i f i c  p r o h i b i t i o n  on s t a t e  
e m p lo y e e s  e n g a g in g  in c a m p a ig n  a c t iv i t ie s  on b e h a l f  • o f  p o l i t ic a l  c a n d id a te  o n  
g o v e r n m e n t  tim e. C la r if ie s  that D iv is io n  o f  E le c t io n  e m p l o y e e s  m ay carry  o u t  
duties  re la ted  to e le c t io n s  and m e m b e r s  and e m p l o y e e s  o f  the C o m m is s io n  o n
Judic ia l C on d u ct  m ay carry out duties  related to ev a lu a t io n  o f  ju d g e s .

S E C T I O N  62: A S  3 9 . 5 0 . 0 2 0  R E P O R T  O F  F I N A N C I A L  A N D  B U S I N E S S  
I N T E R E S T S .  S u b s e c t i o n  (a )  A m e n d s  the n o n - l e g i s la t iv e  C o n f l i c t  o f  Interest  
s t a t u t e s .  T his  s e c t io n  sets  out that the p u b lic  o f f i c ia l s  l is ted  in AS 3 9 . 5 0 . 2 0 0  
must fi le  a f in a n c ia l  report w ith in  30 days  a fter  ta k in g  o f f i c e  as a p u b l i c  
o f f ic ia l .  In re feren ce  to f i l i ng  r e q u ir e m e n t s  for c a n d id a te s ,  d e le te s  the 3 0  d a y  
g ra ce  p er iod  for a “ p e r so n  w ho  b e c o m e s  a c a n d id a te  by an y  o th er  m e a n s ” 
th ereb y  r e q u ir in g  im m e d ia te  f i l in g .  S u b s e c t io n  ( b )  sets  outs that p u b l i c  
o ff ic ia ls  are to fi le  w ith A P O C .

S E C T I O N  63: A S  3 9 . 5 0 . 0 3 0 ( a )  C O N T E N T S  O F  F I N A N C I A L  S T A T E M E N T S .  
D e le te s  the u n n e c e s sa r y  re feren ce  to a s se t s  or l ia b i l i t ie s  under  $ 5 0 0 ,  h o u s e h o ld  
g o o d s  and personal e f f e c t s ,  to c lar ify  that o n ly  th o se  item s l isted  in s u b s e c t i o n
(b) and (d) are to be reported. ( A m e n d e d  b y  S e n .  F in  to  i n c l u d e  ( d ) )

S E C T I O N  64: A S  3 9 . 5 0 . 0 3 0 ( b )  C O N T E N T S  O F  F I N A N C I A L  S T A T E M E N T S .  
C h a n g e s  the  rep ort in g  r eq u irem en ts  for  the e x e c u t iv e  b ra n ch  p u b lic  o f f i c i a l s  
to the sa m e  level o f  le g is la to r s ;  in teres ts  o v e r  $ 1 0 0 0 .  P r e v io u s  r e p o r t in g  l e v e l  
was $ 1 0 0  for m ost i n c o m e / i n t e r e s t s  and $ 5 0 0  for loans. A dds r e q u ir e m e n t  f o r  
p u b l ic  o f f i c ia l s  fo report  any in c o m e  o f  o v e r  $ 2 5 0  that is a g i f t .  D e l e t e s  
r e q u ir e m e n t  for r e p o r t in g  o f  a state c o n tr a c t  or natural r e so u r c e  le a se  h e l d ,  
bid or o f fe r e d  by the o f f i c i a l ’s m o th er  or father , adds r e p o r t in g  o f  s t a t e  
c o n tr a c t  held , bid or o f f e r e d  by a p a r tn e r s h ip  or p r o f e s s io n a l  c o r p o r a t io n  o f  
w h ic h  the o f f ic ia l  is a m e m b e r .  Adds o f f i c i a l ’s sp o u se  to the list o f  th o se  t h e  
o f f ic ia l  m u st  report i f  the s p o u se  h o ld s  a natural resource  lease .

S E C T I O N  65:  A S  3 9 .5 0 .0 3 0  C O N T E N T S  O F  F I N A N C I A L  S T A T E M E N T S .  A d d e d  
by S en a te  F in a n c e  at the r e q u e s t  o f  APOC, this la n g u a g e  p r o v id e s  a w ay  f o r  
state o f f i c ia l s  to report  a c lo s e  e c o n o m ic  a s s o c ia t io n  (as req u ired  in AS
3 9 .5 2 .1 5 5  o f  this bi l l )  a lo n g  with  their  c o n f l i c t  o f  in terest  s ta te m e n ts  on A p r i l  
15, as o p p o s e d  to f i l in g  a sep a ra te  report on F eb ru ary  15. ( A d d e d  b y  S e n .
F i n . )  N o te  o v e r la p  wi th S e c t io n s  6 and 7 8

S E C T I O N  66:  A S  3 9 . 5 0 . 0 7 0  F A I L U R E  T O  R E P O R T  B Y  C E R T A I N  S T A T E  
E M P L O Y E E S .  A m e n d s  la n gu age  to co n fo rm  with  ch a n g es  on w ho  m ust i e p o r t .  
in S e c t io n s  A S 3 9 .5 0 .0 2 0  and A S  3 9 .5 0 .2 0 0 .

S E C T I O N  67:  A S  3 9 . 5 0 . 0 8 0  F A I L U R E  T O  R E P O R T  B Y  A C O M M I S S I O N  O R  
B O A R D  C H A I R  O R  M E M B E R .  A m en d s  la n g u a g e  to c o n fo r m  w ith  c h a n g e s  o n 
w ho m ust report, in S e c t io n s  A S  3 9 .5 0 .0 2 0  and A S 3 9 .5 0 .2 0 0 .

S E C T I O N  68:  A S  3 9 . 5 0 .2 0 0 ( ( a ) ( 8 )  D E F I N I T I O N S .  C o m b in e d  with f o l l o w i n g  
se c t io n ,  c h a n g e s  the d e f in it io n  o f  w ho  m ust f i le  a f in a n c ia l  report. Adds to t h e
c u rren t  list, all state e m p lo y e e s  in the e x e c u t i v e  branch  in the e x e m p t  o r
p art ia l ly  e x e m p t  s e r v ic e  w h o  are at a R a n g e  19 or ab ove  or w ho  earn m o r e
than $ 4 2 0 0  per m onth.



S E C T I O N  6 9 :  A S  3 9 , 5 0 . 2 0 0 ( a ) ( l 0 )  D E F I N I T I O N S .  C o m b in ed  wi th a b o v e  
s e c t io n ,  c h a n g e s  the defin it ion  o f  w h o  m ust f i le  a f in a n c ia l  report. Adds to t h e  
current l is t ,  all state  e m p lo y e e s  in the e x e c u t iv e  branch in e x e m p i  or p a r t i a l l y  
e x e m p t  s e r v i c e  w h o  are at a R a n g e  19 or a b o v e  or w ho earn m ore than $ 4 2 0 0  
per  m o n th .

S E C T I O N  / 0 :  A S  3 9 . 5 2 . 0 1 0 ( a )  F I N D I N G S  A N D  P U R F O S E .  G e n e r a l ly  a d d s
the f in d in g s  o f  the le g i s la t iv e  e th ic s  act to th ose  in the e x e c u t iv e  b r a n c h
e th ic s  c o d e .

S E C T I O N  7 1 :  A S  3 9 . 5 2 . 1 1 0 ( c )  S C O P E  O F  C O D E . C o n fo r m in g  c h a n g e  r e l a t e d
to r e m o v a l  o f  A tto rn ey  G enera l from  cer ta in  a c t io n s  related  to a d m i n i s t e r i n g
the e x e c u t i v e  e th ic s  co d e .

S E C T I O N  7 2 :  A S  3 9 . 5 2 . 1 2 0 ( b )  M I S U S E  O F  O F F I C I A L  P O S I T I O N .  T h i s
s e c t io n  c la r i f i e s  that the G o v e r n o r  and Lt. G o v e r n o r  m ay a ccep t  c a m p a i g n  
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  and that p u b lic  o f f i c e r s  and Lt. G o v e r n o r  and G o v e r n o r  m a y
a c c e p t  la w fu l  g if t s .

S E C T I O N  7 3 :  A S  3 9 . 5 2 . 1 2 5  M I S U S E  O F  O F F I C I A L  P O S I T I O N  B Y  S T A T E  
O F F I C I A L S .  N e w  s e c t i o n .  A dds a n e w  s e c t io n  to the e x e c u t iv e  b r a n c h  
e th ic s  c o d e  w h ich  sets out ad d it ion a l p roh ib it ion s  for  state o f f i c ia l s  (as d e f i n e d  
at the en d  o f  this bill), as g e n e r a l ly  fou n d  in the le g i s la t iv e  e th ic s  act, a n d  
in c lu d e s  c h a n g e s  m ade to the l e g is la t iv e  e th ic s  act through this le g is la t io n .

S E C T I O N  7 4 :  A S  3 9 . 5 2 . 1 3 0 ( c ) .  G I F T S  T his  se c t io n  and other  s e c t i o n s
c h a n g e  the r e p o r t in g ,  a d v i s in g  and e n f o r c i n g  au th o r ity  r e la t in g  to g if t s  f o r
the e x e c u t i v e  branch  from the A t to r n e y  G e n e r a l ’s o f f ic e  to the P e r s o n n e l
B o a r d .

S E C T I O N  7 5 :  A S  3 9 . 5 2 . 1 3 0 ( e - n )  G I F T S  . N e w  s u b s e c t i o n s .  C h a n g e s
l a n g u a g e  r e g a r d in g  state o f f i c ia l s  to m atch  l e g i s la t iv e  g if t  r e s t r ic t io n s  a n d
r e p o r t in g .  Sets  out the list o f  g if ts  that are ex e m p te d  from r e s t r i c t i o n s ,  
i n c lu d in g  v o lu n ta r y  s e r v ic e s ,  to the e x e c u t iv e  branch . The list m a tch es  t h e  
e x e m p t  list for the le g is la tu r e ,  as p r o p o se d  in this bill. Gifts from a n o t h e r
g o v e r n m e n t  to be d e livered  to the O f f ic e  o f  the G overnor.©

S E C T I O N  7 6 :  A S  3 9 .5 2  R E S T R I C T I O N S  O N  F U N D R A I S I N G .  N e w
S u b s e c t i o n s .  S e c t i o n  3 9 . 5 2 . 1 3 2 :  S e ts  re s tr ic t io n s  on c a m p a ig n  f u n d r a i s i n g
d u r in g  s e s s io n  for  state o f f i c ia l s  in c lu d in g  the g o v e r n o r  and l i e u t e n a n t
g o v e r n o r .  S e c t i o n  3 9 . 5 2 . 1 3 4  p r o h ib its  a state o f f ic ia l ,  o th er  than t h e
G o v e r n o r  or Lt. G o v ern o r ,  in the e x e m p t  or p art ia l ly  e x e m p t  s e r v ic e  f r o m
f i l in g  a le tter  o f  intent or d e c la r a t io n  o f  c a n d id a c y  for the l e g i s l a t u r e .  
S e c t i o n  3 9 . 5 2 . 1 3 6  adds state o f f ic ia l s  to those  that must co m p ly  with the o p e n  
m e e t in g s  la w .

S E C T I O N  7 7 :  A S  3 9 .5 2 .1 5 0 (d )  I M P R O P E R  I N F L U E N C E  IN  S T A T E  G R A N T S ,  
C O N T R A C T S ,  L E A S E S ,  L O A N S .  R eq u ires  r e p o r t in g  to the P e r s o n n e l  Board a s  
w e l l  as to sup erv isor ,  a report o f  partic ipation  in state contracts , grants, l e a s e s ,  
l o a n s .

S E C T I O N  7 8 :  A S  3 9 . 5 2 . 1 5 5  D I S C L O S U R E  O F  C L O S E  E C O N O M IC
A S S O C I A T I O N S .  N e w  S e c t i o n :  R eq u ires  state o f f ic ia l  to d is c lo s e ,  to
s u p e r v i s o r  and APOC. c lo s e  e c o n o m ic  a s s o c ia t io n s  w ith  those  listed in t h i s



s e c t io n .  Sets  d is c lo s u r e  d e a d l in e s  to c o n fo r m  with  l e g i s l a t i v e  e th ic s  a c t .  
S u b s e c t io n  (c )  req u ires  state  o f f i c ia l s  w ho  are m arried to or l i v i ng  with a
lo b b y is t  to report the n a m e o f  each  e m p lo y e r  o f  the lo b b y is t  and the t o t a l  
m o n eta ry  v a lu e  r e c e iv ed  from  the e m p lo y e r .  C h a n g es  m ust be reported  w i t h i n
48  hours. A PO C  sha ll  ma i n t a i n  a p u b lic  record o f  the d i s c lo s u r e s .  Note o v e r l a p
wi th S e c t io n  6 and 65.

S E C T I O N  7 9 :  AS 3 9 .5 2 .1 7 0  O U T S I D E  E M P L O Y M E N T  R E S T R I C T E D ,  (a )  A d d s  
a c la u s e  that restricts state  o f f i c ia l s  from a c c e p t in g  o u ts id e  e m p l o y m e n t  i f  t h e  
c o m p e n s a t io n  is s ig n i f ic a n t ly  grea ter  than the va lu e  o f  the s e r v ic e s .  C o n f o r m s  
wi t h  le g i s la t iv e  e th ic s  la n g u a g e ,  (b)  R equires  th o se  w h o  r e c e iv e  c o m p e n s a t i o n
for  an oth er  jo b  to report to both  su p erv iso r  and P ersonnel B oard .

S E C T I O N  80:  A S  3 9 . 5 2 . 1 7 0  ( c )  O U T S I D E  E M P L O Y M E N T .  Adds a n
h o n o r a r iu m  restr ic t ion  fo r  s ta te  o f f ic ia l s  w h ic h  m a tch es  l e g i s l a t i v e  e th ic s  a c t  
r e s t r i c t i o n .

S E C T I O N  81:  A S 3 9 . 5 2 . 1 8 0 ( b )  R E S T R I C T I O N S  O N  E M P L O Y M E N T  A F T E R
L E A V I N G  S T A T E  S E R V I C E .  This  r e f e r e n c e s  c h a n g e  in n e w  s u b s e c t io n  ( d )  
b e lo w ,  r e s t r ic t in g  a g e n c ie s  from  c o n t r a c t in g  w ith  a form er  state o f f ic ia l  f o r  
l o b b y in g  s e r v ic e s  b e fo re  a s ta te  a g e n c y  or the leg is la tu re .

S E C T I O N  82:  A S 3 9 . 5 2 . 1 8 0 ( c )  R E S T R I C T I O N S  O N  E M P L O Y M E N T  A F T E R
L E A V I N G  S T A T E  S E R V I C E .  R e f e r e n c e s  n ew  s u b s e c t io n  (d) b e lo w  and sets a 
o n e  y ea r  lim it on w a iv in g  r e s t r ic t io n s  set out in this s e c t io n  r e g a r d i n g  
l o b b y i n g .

S E C T I O N  83: A S  3 9 . 5 2 . 1 8 0  R E S T R I C T I O N S  O N  E M P L O Y M E N T  A F T E R
L E A V I N G  S T A T E  S E R V I C E .  N e w  s u b s e c t i o n ,  (d) res tr ic ts  a g e n c ie s  f r o m
c o n t r a c t i n g  with  a fo rm er  p u b lic  o f f i c e r  for s e r v ic e s  w h ic h  w o u ld  i n c l u d e  
lo b b y in g  b e fo re  a state  a g e n c y  or the leg is la tu re .

S E C T I O N  84: A S  3 9 . 5 2 . 2 1 0 ( a - c )  D E C L A R A T I O N  O F  P O T E N T I A L
V I O L A T I O N S .  R eq u ires  p u b l ic  e m p lo y e e s  to report p o te n t ia l  v io la t io n s  to  
P e r so n n e l  Board as w e l l  as to  superv isor . R equires  su p erv isor  to p rov id e  a copy  
o f  w r it te n  d e te r m in a t io n  o f  p o ten t ia l  v io la t io n  to p u b lic  e m p lo y e e  a n d  
p e r s o n n e l  b oard .

S E C T I O N  8 5 :  A S  3 9 . 5 2 . 2 2 0  D E C L A R A T I O N  O F  P O T E N T I A L  V I O L A T I O N S
B Y  M E M B E R S  O F  B O A R D S  A N D  C O M M I S S I O N S .  R e q u ir e s  m e m b e r s  o f  
boards or c o m m iss io n s  to d i s c lo s e  a matter that may result in a v io la t io n  on t h e  
p u b l ic  record  and in w r i t in g  to s u p e r v i s o r  and to the p e r s o n n e l  b o a r d .  
R e p la c e s  A G  o f f ic e  w ith  P e r s o n n e l  Board as ad v iso rs  in m atters o f  p o t e n t i a l  
v i o l a t i o n .

S E C T I O N  86:  A S 3 9 . 5 2 . 2 3 9  R E P O R T I N G  O F  P O T E N T I A L  V I O L A T I O N S .  A 
c o m p la in t  aga in st  a state  o f f i c ia l  is f i led  with  the supervisor . T he s u p e r v i s o r  is  
required to fi le  a c o p y  o f  the co m p la in t  w ith  the personnel board.

S E C T I O N  87: A S  3 9 . 5 2 . 2 4 0 ( a )  A D V I S O R Y  O P I N I O N S .  Adds state o f f i c ia l s  to  
th o se  that m ay request an a d v iso r y  op in ion  and se ts  the p erson n el board as the 
b o d y  to is su e  the op in ion .



S E C T I O N  88: A S  3 9 . 5 2 . 2 4 0 ( b )  A D V I S O R Y  O P I N I O N S .  R e p la c e s  the AO
o f f ic e  w ith  the p erso n n e l  board as the body  o f fe r in g  oral a d v ic e .

S E C T I O N  89: A S  3 9 . 5 2 . 2 4 0 ( c )  A D V I S O R Y  O P I N I O N S .  R e p la c e s  the AG
o f f i c e  w ith  the p erso n n e l  board as the a d v is in g  b ody .

S E C T I O N  90:  A S  3 9 . 5 2 . 2 4 0 ( e )  A D V I S O R Y  O P I N I O N S .  R e p la c e s  the AG
o f f i c e  w ith  the p erso n n e l  board as the a d v is in g  b od y

S E C T I O N  9 1 :  A S  3 9 . 5 2 . 2 4 0 ( h )  A D V I S O R Y  O P I N I O N S .  R e p la c e s  the AG
o f f i c e  w ith  P e r so n n e l  B oard  for p u rpose  o f  p u b l i s h in g  a d v is o r y  o p in io n s .

S E C T I O N  92:  A S  3 9 . 5 2 . 2 5 0  A D V I C E  T O  F O R M E R  P U B L I C  O F F I C E R S .
R ep la ces  the A G  o f f i c e  w ith  the personnel board as the a d v is in g  body.

S E C T I O N  9 3 :  A S  3 9 . 5 2 . 2 6 0  D E S I G N A T E D  S U P E R V I S O R ’S  R E P O R T  A N D  
P E R S O N N E L  B O A R D  R E V I E W .  R e p la c e s  the A G  o f f i c e  w ith  the p e r s o n n e l  
board as the b o d y  a c c e p t in g  reports o f  po ten tia l  v io la t io n s .

S E C T I O N S  9 4  - 1 0 3 :  A S  3 9 . 5 2 . 3 1 0 ,  3 2 0 , 3 3 0 , 3 4 0 .  C O M P L A I N T S :  T h e
c h a n g e s  in th ese  s e c t io n s  h a v e  the e f f e c t  o f  r e m o v in g  the A G  from h a n d l i n g  
c o m p la in t s  and  p la c in g  that r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  w ith  the  P e r s o n n e l  B oard.

S E C T I O N  1 0 4 :  A S  3 9 .5 2 .3 5 0 :  P R O B A B L E  C A U S E  F O R  A  H E A R I N G  C h a n g e s  
the cu rren t  ro le  o f  the A G  from  d e t e r m in in g  p r o b a b le  c a u se  and i n i t i a t i n g  
h e a r in g s  to that o f  “p r o s e c u t o r ” in the h e a r in g .  E s ta b l i s h e s  the P e r s o n n e l  
Board as the body to c o n d u c t  the p r e l im in a r y  r e v ie w ,  d e t e r m in e  p r o b a b l e  
c a u s e  and in i t ia te  h e a r in g s .

S E C T I O N  1 0 5 :  A S  3 9 .5 2 .9 2 0  A G E N C Y  P O L I C I E S  R e p la c e s  the AG o f f ic e  w i t h  
the P erso n n e l  B oard  as the body w h ic h  r e v ie w s  and a p p r o v e s  a g e n c y  p o l i c i e s  
that re s tr ic t  a p u b lic  o f f i c e r s  a c q u is i t io n  o f  p e r s o n a l  in te r e s t  in c e r t a i n  
en t i t ie s  and a c c e p ta n c e  o f  g i f t s .

S E C T I O N  106:  A S  3 9 . 5 2 . 9 5 0 .  R E G U L A T I O N S .  L im its  the  AG o f f ic e  to
a d o p t in g  r eg u la t io n s  re la t in g  to ci . ip la ints  ( fo r  this  act) and sets out that t h e  
p e r so n n e l  board  may adopt r e g u la t io n s  n e c e s s a r y  to in te r p r e t  and i m p l e m e n t  
s e c t io n s  o th e r  than c o m p la in t s ,

S E C T I O N  1 0 7 :  A S  3 9 . 5 2 . 9 6 0 ( 1 1 )  D E F I N I T I O N  O F  I M M E D I A T E  F A M I L Y .
C h a n g e s  d e f in i t io n  in the e x e c u t iv e  act to m atch  the l e g i s la t iv e  act, a s  
p ro p o sed  in th is  bil l .

S E C T I O N  108: A S  3 9 .5 2 .9 6 0  (2 3 )  D E F I N I T I O N  O F  S T A T E  O F F I C I A L .  M e a n s  
g o v e r n o r ,  l i e u te n a n t  g o v e r n o r ,  a person  hired  or a p p o in te d  as the head o r 
dep u ty  h ead  of. a d e p a r tm e n t  in the e x e c u t iv e  b ra n ch  or as the d irec to r  o f  a 
d iv i s io n  in a d e p a r tm e n t  in the e x e c u t iv e  b r a n c h ,  the c h a ir  or m em b er  o f  a 
state c o m m is s io n  or board, the e x e c u t iv e  d ir e c to r  o f  the A la sk a  T o u r i s m  
M ark etin g  C o u n c i l ,  an a ss is ta n t  to the g o v e r n o r  or l ieu ten a n t  g o v ern o r ,  a s t a t e  
in v e s tm e n t  o f f ic e r ,  the state co m p tr o l le r  in the D e p a r tm e n t  o f  R e v e n u e ,  and a 
state e m p lo y e e  w h o  is not o t h e r w is e  l isted  in this d e f in i t i o n  w ho  is e m p l o y e d  
in a p o s i t io n  in the e x e c u t iv e  branch  o f  state g o v e r n m e n t  in the e x e m p t  o r



partially  ex em p t se r v ic e  and w h o  is co m p en sa ted  at R ange 19 A  or a b ove  on the 
state  salary sch ed u le  or at m ore than S 4 2 0 0  per month. (T h is  m ay a f fec t  p e o p l e  
at lo w er  ranges w ho  are further out in s tep )  D o es  not inc lude  an e m p lo y e e  w ho  
is a m em b er  o f  c o l l e c t iv e  barga in in g  uni t  e .g .  state  ferry w orkers.

S E C T I O N  109: A S  4 4 . 6 2 . 1 7 5 ( a )  A L A S K A  A D M I N I S T R A T I V E  J O U R N A L .
A d d s  ad v iso ry  op in ions  o f  the p e r s o n n e l  board to the list o f  th o se  th in gs  to b e  
p u b l i s h e d  in the jou rn a l .

S E C T I O N  1 1 0 :  T e m p o r a r y  L a w :  A G  O P I N I O N S .  Sets  out that a p u b l i c  
o f f i c e r  or form er pub lic  o f f i c e r  m ay rely upon the o p in io n  o f  the A G 's  o f f i c e  
prior to this act taking e f fe c t .

S E C T I O N  111: T e m p o r a r y  L a w :  D I S B U R S E M E N T  O F  U N U S E D  C A M P A I G N  
C O N T R I B U T I O N S  A l lo w s  c u rren t  le g is la to r s  to tra n sfer  $ 5 0 0 0  per year  f r o m  
u n u sed  c a m p a ig n  co n tr ib u t io n s  to a le g i s la t iv e  o f f i c e  a c c o u n t  and requires t h e  
m o n e y  transferred to be a cco u n ted  for under A S  1 5 .1 3 .1 1 0 (a ) (4 ) .

S E C T I O N  1 1 2 :  T e m p o r a r y  L a w .  R e t r o a c t iv e  D a te  f o r  S e c s .  1, 2 a n d  111 .
A l lo w s  the in c r e a s e  in tr a n s fe r  to future e le c t io n  a c c o u n t  and s u b s e q u e n t  
transfer o f  a portion o f  that in c r e a s e  to the o f f ic e  a c c o u n t  to be r e tr o a c t iv e  to  
D e c e m b e r  3 1 ,  1996.

S E C T I O N  113:  T e m p o r a r y  L a w .  I m m e d i a t e  E f f e c t i v e  D a t e  for S ecs .  1, 2,
111 and 112.

S E C T I O N  1 1 4 :  E F F E C T I V E  D A T E : APOC has r e c o m m e n d e d  that a January  1 
e f f e c t i v e  date w ould  c o r r e s p o n d  to their  c a le n d a r  y ear  r e p o r t in g  and w o u l d  
a v o id  c o n fu s io n  for those  w h o  have  to f i le  the f in a n c ia l  d is c lo s u r e  to APOC f o r  
the p er iod  o f  time b e tw e e n  January I and w h a te v e r  o ther  date m igh t  b e  
s e l e c t e d .
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Committee on Legislative Lillies 

SB 105: Review of Amendment 0-LS0074\B.2, Cramer

R £ |7

Pages 1, 2 and a portion of 3 of Amendment:
Changes title to read: An Act relating lo legislative and executive branch ethics; 

relating to the conduct of lobbyists with respect to public officials; relating to the filing of 
disclosures by certain" [LEGISLATIVE] state employees and officials; making a conforming 
amendment to the definition of ‘public, official for employment security statutes anu 
providing for an effective date'

New Section: AS 23.20.526(d) EXCLUSIONS FROM DEFINITION OF 
EMPLOYMENT. Conforming amendment to employment security statutes lo ensure that 
the people who are not eligible for acmploymeni compensation remain ineligible.

Page 3 of Amendment:
New Section. AS 24.45.171(12) DEFINITIONS. Adds "another legislative 

employee subject to disclosure" to the definition of public official or public officer in relation 
to lobbying stanircs. (see AS 24.60.990(a)(l5) in this bill)

Page 4 and a portion of 5 of Amendment:
New Section: AS 39.25.160 New subsection:(j) STATE PERSONNEL ACT. 

Amends the State Personnel Act by adding a specific prohibition on slate employees 
engaging in campaign activities on behalf of political candidate on government time. Clarifies 
that Division of Election employees may cariy out duties related to elections and members 
and employees of the Commission on Judicial Conduct may carry out duties relalcd to 
evaluation of judges.

AS 39.50.020 REPORT OF FINANCIAL AND BUSINESS INTERESTS. 
Subsection (a) Amends the non-legislutivc Conflict of Interest statutes. This section sets out 
that the public officials listed in AS 39.50.200 must file a financial report within 30 days after 
taking office as a public official. In reference lo filing requirements for candidates, deletes 
the 30 day grace period for a “person who becomes a candidate by any other means" 
thereby requiting immediate filing. Subsection (b) sets outs that public officials ire to file 
with APOC
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Page 19 of the Amendment:
AS 3V.52.220 DECLARATION OF POTENTIAL VIOLATIONS BY MEMBERS 

OF BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS. Requires members of boards or commissions io 
disclose a matter that may result in a violation on the public record and in writing lo 
supervisor and lo the personnel board. Replaces AG office with Personnel 3oard as advisors 
in matters of potential violation.

AS 39.52.230 REPORTING OF POTENTIAL VIOLATIONS. A complaint is filed 
against a state official with the supervisor. The supervisor is required to tile a copy of the 
complaint with the personnel board.

Page 20 of the Amendment:
AS 39.52.240(a) ADVISORY OPINIONS. Adds state officials to those tlmi may 

request an advisory opinion and sets the personnel board as the body to issue the opinion.

AS 39.52.240(b) ADVISORY OPINIONS. Replaces the AG office with the
personnel board as the body offering oral advice.

AS 39.52.240(c) ADVISORY OPINIONS. Replaces the AG office with the
personnel board as the advising body.

AS 39.52.240(c) ADVISORY OPINIONS. Replaces the AG office with the
personnel board as the advising body

AS 39.52.240(h) ADVISORY OPINIONS. Replaces the AG office with Personnel 
Board for purpose of publishing advisory opinions.

Page 21 of the Amendment:
AS 39.52.250 ADVICE TO FORMER PUBLIC OFFICERS. Replaces the AG 

office with the personnel board as the advising body.

AS 39 52.2(50 DESIGNATED SUPERVISOR’S REPORT AND PERSONNEL 
BOARD REVIEW. Replaces (he AG office with the personnel board as the body accepting 
reports of potential violations.

Pages 21,22,23 of the Amendment:
AS 39.52.310, 320,330,340. COMPLAINTS: The changes in these sections have 

the effect of removing the AG from handling complaints and placing that responsibility with 
the Personnel Board.

Page 24 of the Amendment:
AS 39.52.350; PROBABLE CAUSE FOR A HEARING Changes the current role 

of the AG from determining probable cause and initialing hearings to that of "prosecutor” 
m the hearing. Establishes the Personnel Board as the body to conduct the preliminary review, 
determine probable cause and initiate hearings-

AS 39.S2.920 AGENCY POLICIES Replaces the AG office with the Personnel 
Board as the body which reviews and approves agency policies that restrict a public officers 
acquisition of personal interest in certain entities and acceptance of gifts.

Page 25 of the Amendment:
AS 3^52.950. REGULATIONS. Limits the AG office to adopting regulations 

relating to complaints (for this act) and sets out that the personnel board may adopt 
regulations necessary to interpret and implement sections other than complaints.

AS 39.52.960(11) DEFINITION OF IMMEDIATE FAMILY. Changes definition 
in the executive act to match the legislative act.
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AS 39.52.130(e*n) GIFTS . New subsections. Changes language regarding state 
officials lo match legislative gift restrictions and reporting and adds the list, as proposed in 
this bill, of exempted gifts under the legislative ethics code, including voluntary services, to 
the executive branch ethics act. Gifts from another government to be delivered to the Office 
of the Governor.

Page 15 of the Amendment
AS 39,^ “ RESTRICTIONS ON FUNDRAISING. New Subsections. Section 

39.52.132: Sets the same restrictions on campaign fundraising for state officials including the 
governor and lieutenant governor as for legislators and legislative employees. Section 
39.52.134 prohibits a stute official, other than the Governor or Lt. Governor, in the exempt or 
partially exempt service from filing a letter of intent or declaration of candidacy for the 
legislature. Section 39.52.136 adds state, officials to those that must comply with the open 
meetings law.

Page 16 of the Amendment:
AS 39.52.150(d) IMPROPER INFLUENCE IN STATE GRANTS, CONTRACTS, 

LEASES, LOANS. Requires reporting to the Personnel Hoard as well as to supervisor, a 
report of participation in state contracts, grants, leases, loans.

AS 39.52.155 DISCLOSURE OE CLOSE ECONOMIC ASSOCIATIONS. New 
Section: Requires stale official to disclose to supervisor and APOC, which shall maintain a 
public record, close economic associations with those listed in this section. Sets disclosure 
deadlines to conform with legislative ethics acr. Subsection (c) requires state officials who are 
married to or living with a lobbyist to report the name of each employer of the lobbyist and 
the total monetary value received from the employer. Changes must be reported within 48 hours.
Pace 17 of the Amendment:

AS 39.52.170 OUTSIDE EMPLOYMENT RESTRICTED, (a) Adds a clause that 
restricts sratc officials from accepting outside employment if the compensation is significantly 
greater than the value of the services. Conforms with legislative ethics language, (h) Requires 
those who receive compensation for another job to report lo both supervisor and Personnel 
Board.

AS 39.52.170 (c) OUTSIDE EMPLOYMENT. Adds an honorarium restriction for 
state officials which matches legislative ethics act restriction.

l’agc 18 of the Amendment:
AS 39.52,180(bF'RESTRICTIONS ON EMPLOYMENT AFTER LEAVING 

STATE SERVICE. This references change in new subsection (d) below, restricting agencies 
from contracting with a former state official for services which would include lobbying 
before a slate agency or the legislature.

AS 39.52.180(c) RESTRICTIONS ON EMPLOYMENT AFTER LEAVING 
STATE SERVICE. References new subsection (d) below and sets a one year limit on waiving 
restrictions set out in this section regarding lobbying.

AS 39.52.180 RESTRICTIONS ON EMPLOYMENT AFTER LEAVING STATE 
SERVICE. New subsection, (d) restricts agencies from contracting with a former public 
officer for services which would include lobbying before a slate agency or fltc legislature.

AS 39.52.210(a-c) DECLARATION OF POTENTIAL VIOLATIONS. Requires 
public employees to report potential violations to Personnel Board as well as to superv iso r. 
Requires supervisor to provide a copy of written determination of potential violation to public 
employee and personnel board.
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Paces 5 and 6 of Amendment:
AS 39.50.631)60'''CONTENTS OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS. Deletes the 

unnecessary reference to  assets o r liabilities under S500, household goods and persona l 
effects, to clarify that only those items listed in subsection (b) arc lo be reported.

AS 39.50.030(b) CONTENTS OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS. Changes the 
reporting requirements for the executive branch public officials to the same level of 
legislators; interests over $1000. Previous reporting level was $100 for most incomc/inleroMs 
and $500 for loans. Adds requirement for public officials to report any income of over $250 
that is a gift. Deletes requirement for reporting of a state contract or natural resource lease 
held, bid or offered by the officials mother or father, adds reporting of state contract held, bid 
or offered by a partnership or professional corporation of which the official is a member. 
Adds official’s spouse to the list of those (he official must report if the spouse holds a natural 
resource lease.

Page 7 of amendment:
AS 39.50.070 FAILURE TO REPORT BY CERTAIN STATE EMPLOYEES.

Amends language to conform with changes on who must report, ih Section AS 39.50.020 and 
AS 39.50.200.

AS 39.50.080 FAILURE TO REPORT BY A COMMISSION OR BOARD 
CIIAIR OR MEMBER. Amends language to conform with changes on who must report, in 
Sections AS 39.50.020 and AS 39.50.200.

Page 8 of amendment:
AS 39 .50 .2 0 0 ((a )(8 )  DEFINITIONS. Combined with following section, changes 

the definition of who must file, a financial report. Adds to (lie current list, all state employees 
in the executive branch in the exempt of partially exempt service who arc at a Range 19 or 
above or who earn more than $4200 per month.

AS 39.50.200(a)(10) DEFINITIONS. Combined with above section, changes the 
definition of who must file a financial report. Acids to the current list, all state employees in 
the executive branch in exempt or partially exempt service who arc at a Range 19 or above nr 
who earn more than $4200 per month.

Pages 8 and 9 of Amendment:
AS 39.52.01U(u) FINDINGS AND PURPOSE. Generally adds the findings of the 

legislative ethics act to those in the executive branch ethics code.

AS 39.52.110(e) SCOPE OF CODE. Conforming change related to removal of 
Attorney General from certain actions related lo administering the executive ethics code.

Pages 10 and 11 of Amendment:
AS 39.52.120(b) MISUSE OF OFFICIAL POSITION. This section clarifies that 

the Governor and Lt. Governor may accept campaign contributions and that public officers 
and Lt. Governor and Governor may accept lawful gifts.

AS 39.52.125 MISUSE OF OFFICIAL POSITION BY STATE OFFICIALS, 
New section. Adds a new section to the executive branch cthie.s code which sets out 
additional prohibitions for state officials (as defined at the end of this bill), as generally found 
in the legislative ethics act, and includes changes made to the legislative ethics act through this 
legislation.

Pages 12,13,14,15 of the Amendment
AS 39.52.130(c). GIFTS This section and other sections change the reporting, 

advising and enforcing authority relating to gifts for (he executive ethics code from the 
Attorney Generals office to the Personnel Board.
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AS 39.52.960 (23) DEFINITION OF STATE OFFICIAL. Means governor, 
lieutenant governor, a person hired or appointed as the head or deputy head of a department 
in the executive branch or as the director of a division in a department in the executive 
branch, the chair or member of a stale commission or hoard, the executive director of die 
Alaska Tourism Marketing Council, an assistant lo the governor or lieutenant governor, a state 
investment officer, the state comptroller in the Department of Revenue, and a state employee 
who is not otherwise listed in this definition who is employed in a position in the executive 
branch of stale government in the exempt or partially exempt service and who is compensated 
at Range 19 A or ahove on the state salary schedule or at more than $4200 per month. (This 
may affect people at lower ranges who arc further out in step) Does not include an employee 
who is a member of collective bargaining unit e.g. state ferry workers.

Page 26 of the Amendment:
AS 44.62.175(a) ALASKA ADMINISTRATIVE JOURNAL. Adds advisory 

opinions of the personnel board to the list of those things to be published in the journal.

Temporary Law: AG OPINIONS. Sets out that a public officer or former public 
officer may rely upon tlie opinion of the AG’s office prior to this act taking effect.
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S U B J E C T : L e g is la t iv e  e th ics  bill  draft (S B  105)

T O : Senator  T im  K e l ly ,  Chair  

Senate  R u le s  C o m m ittee  
Attn: B e n  B row n

F R O M : T eresa  B . Cramer
L e g is la t iv e  C o u n se l

Y o u  h a v e  requested  a sec t ion a l su m m ary  o f  the above-desc* ibed bill.

A s  a preliminary matter, note that a  sectional sum m ary  o f  a bill should  n ot  be  co n s id ered  an  

authoritative interpretation o f  the bill and the bill i t s e l f  is the best sta tem ent o f  its contents .  
I f  y o u  w o u ld  like an interpretation o f  the bill as it m a y  app ly  to a  particular se t  o f  cir­
cu m sta n c e s ,  p lease  advise .

S e c t io n  1 a m en d s  A S  2 4 .2 5 .0 1 0 ( e )  to inc lude  the L e g is la t iv e  E thics C o m m it te e  in the list 

o f  leg is la t iv e  com m ittees  that m ay  issue  a subpoena w ithout securing the concurrence  o f  the  

p res id in g  officer.

S e c t io n  2  am en d s A S  2 4 .6 0 .0 3 0 (a )  to permit the storing or m aintaining o f  e lect ion  cam p aign  

records in a legislator's o f f ic e  so  lo n g  as the records are not d isp la y ed  p u b lic ly .  T he  

su b s e c t io n  retains the prohib ition  in A S  2 4 .6 0 .0 3 0 (b )  against perm itting  a le g is la t iv e  
e m p lo y e e  to w ork  on ca m p a ig n  matters on  go v ern m en t  tim e.

S e c t i o n  3  repeals  and reenacts A S  2 4 .6 0 .0 3 0 (c )  to c larify  that state funds other  than the  

o f f i c e  a l lo w a n c e  m ay  not be  used  for m a ss  m a il in g s  about leg is la tors  and leg is la t iv e  

e m p lo y e e s  w h o  are candidates for federal and m unicipal o f f ic e s  (and retains the prohib ition  

a g a in s t  u s in g  state funds for m a i l in g s  about cand idates  for state o f f ic e s )  or about other  

p ersons w h o  are candidates  for e lec t io n  to the legislature. T h e  su b sec t io n  a lso  ap p lie s  the  

p roh ib it ion  to e lec t io n s  for te le p h o n e  and e lectr ic  co op erat ives  and c lar if ie s  that, w h e n  

ap p lied  to a  specia l e lec t io n ,  the prohibition  b eg in s  o n  the date o f  the governor's  
proclam ation .

S e c t io n  4  ex ten d s  the prohib ition  in A S  2 4 .6 0 .0 3 0 (d )  aga inst d istr ibuting  or p o st in g  

cam p aign  com m u n ica tion s  to a lso  prohibit distributing or posting  notices  about fund-raising



even ts  for candidates. Hie am en d m en t a lso  applies the prohibition to le g is la t iv e  e m p lo y e e s  
as w e l l  as  legislators.

S e c t io n  5  am ends A S  2 4 .60 .030 (1 )  to clarify that a legis lator  o r  le g is la t iv e  e m p lo y e e  w h o s e  

a p p o in tm en t  to a board is  d i s c lo s e d  in the H o u s e  or S en ate  Journal d o e s  not n e e d  to m a k e  

an additional disclosure to the E th ics  Com m ittee .  T he  d isc lo su res  o f  m em b ersh ip  o n  a  board  

m u st  b e  f i le d  annually  by February 15 w ith  updates  for n e w  ap p o in tm en ts  or e le c t io n s  to  

boards due within 60  days after appointm ent or e lection . T h e  c o m m itte e  is  required to sen d  
c o p ie s  o f  the d isc losure  to the Senate  Secretary or H o u s e  C lerk, a s  appropriate, for 

p u b lica t io n  in the journal.

S e c t io n  6  repeals and reenacts A ' 0 .0 3 0 ( g )  to address  w h e n  and to w h a t  ex te n t  a 

legislator or legislative e m p lo y e e  v\ i substantial f inancial interest in an is su e  can take  

l e g is la t iv e  act ions  on  the issue , lu .  . u  the proposal,  for v o te s  and other  a c t iv i t ie s  in 

c o m m it t e e  or on the floor o f  the H o u s e  or S enate ,  the leg is la tor  or le g is la t iv e  e m p lo y e e  

w o u ld  h a v e  to d isc lo se  h is  or her interest before  acting . For other  k in d s  o f  a c t io n s  

(req u est in g  that research be d o n e  or a bill be  drafted, for e x a m p le ) ,  the leg is la to r  or  

leg is la t iv e  e m p lo y e e  w o u ld  h a v e  to d isc lo se  the  substantia l financia l interest to the e th ic s  
c o m m it te e  in w riting w ith in  s e v e n  days  after tak ing  th e  action .

S e c t io n  7  adds a subsection  (h) to A S  2 4 .6 0 .0 3 0  to address  h o w  to d eterm in e  w h e th e r  an  

e m p lo y e e  is  on  governm ent t im e  or not. T h e  c o m m it te e  is d irected  to c o n s id e r  the w o r k  

sch ed u le  set by  the em ployee 's  im m ediate  supervisor. A n  e m p lo y e e  is required to take lea v e  

for p e r io d s  o f  political c a m p a ig n in g  during the e m p lo y e e 's  w o rk  day. Incidental p o lit ica l  

a c t iv it ie s  (an sw er in g  a ph on e  ca ll ,  forw arding in c o m in g  m ail  to the c a m p a ig n  c o m m it te e )  

are e x c lu d e d  from the leave-s l ip  requirem ent.

S e c t io n  8  clarifies that, for purposes o f  the prohibition against fund-raising during s e s s io n s  

co n ta in ed  in A S  2 4 .6 0 .0 3 1 (a ) ,  the legislature is  co n s id ered  to be in s e s s io n  on  a d a y  w h e n  

either h o u se  is in se ss io n  and a lso  ex ten d s  the  proh ib it ion  to a p p ly  to c a m p a ig n s  for loca l ,  
state, and  federal e lec t io n s  a s  w e l l  as  to state le g is la t iv e  cam p aign s .

S e c t io n  9 a m en d s  A S  2 4 .6 0 .0 3 9  to perm it the E th ics  C o m m it te e  to refer e m p lo y m e n t  

d iscr im in a t io n  com pla in ts  that are filed w ith  the c o m m it te e  to the State  H u m a n  R ig h ts  

C o m m iss io n  and to wait until the H um an R ights  C o m m iss io n  has c o m p le te d  its p ro ceed in g s  

before  co n s id er in g  the com p la in t  itself.

S e c t io n  10 am ends A S  2 4 .6 0 .0 4 0 (a )  to permit legis lators and leg is la t ive  e m p lo y e e s  lo  enter  

into a state contract or lease that is  let under any m ethod  permitted by the State P rocurem en t  
C o d e  or  under sim ilar procedures for a g e n c ie s  not su b ject  to the P rocu rem en t C o d e .  
Currently legislators and leg is la t ive  em p lo y e e s  m a y  o n ly  enter into those  contrac.s  and le a se s  

let through com petit ive  sealed  bidding. T he bill a lso  a m en d s  the prov is ion s  perm itting sm all  
con tracts  and leases  by in creasin g  the c e i l in g  to an annual va lu e  o f  $ 5 ,0 0 0  or  le ss .

Senator Tim Kelly
M arch 5, 1997
Page 2



Legislators and legislative em p lo y e e s  w h o  participate in a state contract or lease  that has an  

annual value  o f  $ 5 ,0 0 0  or more, or w h o  k n o w  o f  a fam ily  m em b er  w h o  is partic ipating  in a  

state contract or lease  w orth  $ 5 ,0 0 0  or m ore m u st  d is c lo s e  the participation. A  grant that  
results in a contract and that is not co v ered  b y  A S  2 4 .6 0 .0 5 0  is  subject  to this sec t io n .

S e c t io n  11 am ends A S  2 4 .6 0 .0 4 0 (c )  to c larify  that the statute o n  state contracts  and le a se s  

d o es  not apply  to participation by legislators and leg is lative  em p lo y e e s  in state program s and  
loans.

S e c t io n  12 a m en d s  A S  2 4 .6 0 .0 5 0 ( c )  to perm it the c o m m itte e  to refrain from  p u b l ish in g  

d isc lo su r e s  o f  participation in a  state program  w h ere  d isc lo su re  w o u ld  in vad e  the  

participant's privacy in v io la t io n  o f  the  constitu tiona l right to privacy . T h is  a m e n d m e n t  is  
co n s is ten t  w ith  A d v iso ry  O p in ion  N o .  9 4 -0 7 .

S e c t io n  13 adds a n e w  su b sec t io n  to A S  2 4 .6 0 .0 6 0  to require a leg is la tor  or le g is la t iv e  

e m p lo y e e  w h o  is the subject o f  a com p la in t  before the E th ics  C o m m itte e  to  c o m p ly  w ith  
protective  orders issued  by  the com m ittee .

S e c t io n  14 am en d s A S  2 4 .6 0 .0 7 0 (b )  to se t  d ead lin es  for d isc lo su res  o f  c lo s e  e c o n o m ic  

a sso c ia t io n s .  T h e  d isc losu res  m u st  be m a d e  b y  the date set  under A S  2 4 .6 0 .1 0 5 ,  w h ic h  is  
added to the e th ics  law  by sec .  25  o f  the bill.

S e c t io n  15 adds a  n e w  su b sect io n  to A S  2 4 .6 0 .0 7 0  to require a leg is la tor  or  le g is la t iv e  

e m p lo y e e  w h o  is married to a lobbyist  or w h o  is maintaining a sp ousa l- l ike  relationship w ith  

a lo b b y is t  to m ake d isc lo su res  co n cern in g  the lobbyist's  em p lo y e r s  and in c o m e  from  

lob b yin g .

S e c t io n  16 am en d s A S  2 4 .6 0 .0 8 0 (a )  to increase  the g ift  e x e m p t io n  from  $ 1 0 0  per y ear  to  

$ 2 5 0  per year. T he  su b sec t ion  a lso  c lar if ies  that other  su b sec t io n s  o f  A S  2 4 .6 0 .0 8 0  m a k e  
e x c e p t io n s  to the general prohib it ion  against gifts.

S e c t io n  17 am en d s A S  2 4 .6 0 .0 8 0 ( c )  w h ic h  sets  out the ex is t in g  e x e m p t io n s  to the  
prohib ition  against accep tin g  gifts .  Paragraph ( c ) (1 ) (A )  forbids leg is la tors  and le g is la t iv e  

e m p lo y e e s  from accep tin g  a g ift  o f  hosp ita lity  at a  person's vaca tion  h o m e  located  o u ts id e  

the state, a lthough  gen era lly  the statute co n t in u es  to perm it th em  to a ccep t  a g if t  o f  

hospitality  at a residence. Paragraph (c ) (2 ) (B )  permits legislators mid le g is la t iv e  e m p lo y e e s  

to a ccep t  d isco u n ts  that are not gen era lly  ava ilab le  to the public  or a large c la s s  o f  p erso n s  

w h e n  on  o f f ic ia l  state b u s in ess  but o n ly  i f  receipt o f  the d iscou n t b en efits  the state. 
Paragraph (7) permits legislators and the personal s ta f f  o f  leg is la tors and c o m m it te e  s t a f f  to  

accept d iscounts  mid other g ifts  o ffered to w e lc o m e  them to the capital c ity  or in recogn ition  
o f  th e  b eg in n in g  o f  the leg is la t iv e  se ss io n .  Paragraph (7 )  d o e s  not apply  to le g is la t iv e  
e m p lo y e e s  w h o  are e m p lo y e d  by  the L eg is la t iv e  A ffa irs  A g e n c y ,  the c h i e f  c lerk  or sen ate  

secretary, or the leg is la t iv e  budget and audit c o m m it te e  or the o m b u d sm an .

Senator Tim Kelly
March 5, 1997
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S e c t io n  IS a m en d s  A S  2 4 .6 0 .0 8 0 ( d )  to ch a n g e  the reporting d ea d lin e  for  g if ts  that are not  

related to a person's leg is lative  status from  April  15 to February 15. R eq u ires  d isc lo su r e  o f  

g i f t s  o f  travel and hosp ita lity  rec e iv ed  w h i le  gathering  in form ation  o f  le g is la t iv e  con cern  

o n ly  i f  the  g ift  is va lu ed  at $ 2 5 0  or m ore. T h e  current threshold  is $ 1 0 0 .  R eq u ires  that 
d isc losu re  o f  g ifts  n ot con n ected  to a person's leg is la t ive  status inc lude  o n ly  a d escr ip t ion  o f  

the g ift  and the identity o f  the  donor. Currently, the recipient is a lso  required to d isc lo se  the 

va lu e  o f  g ifts  worth m ore than $ 2 5 0 .  T h e  last sen ten ce  o f  the sec t io n  requires t H  c o m m it te e  

to forward co p ie s  o f  the d isc lo su res  concern ing  travel to gather leg is la t iv e  inform ation to the  

A la sk a  P u b lic  O f f ic e s  C o m m ittee .

S e c t io n  19 am en d s  A S  2 4 .6 0 .0 8 0 ( e )  in resp on se  to c h a n g e s  m a d e  to the c a m p a ig n  f inance  

la w s  last year. T here  are n o w  lo w  budget c a m p a ig n s  that d o  n ot  h a v e  to report po lit ica l  

contributions. A  political contr ibution  that is e x e m p t  from that reporting  requ irem ent d o e s  

not h a v e  to be  treated as a g ift  under the e th ics  cod e .

S e c t io n  2 0  increases  the g if t  thresho ld  in A S  2 4 .6 0 .0 8 0 ( f )  to  $ 2 5 0  for g if t s  from  foreign  

g o v ern m en ts  and adds that leg is la tors  and le g is la t iv e  e m p lo y e e s  m a y  a c c e p t  g if t s  from  the  

federal or other state g o v e r n m e n ts  o n  b e h a lf  o f  the legislature.

S e c t i o n  21 am en d s  the d e f in it io n  o f  " im m ediate  fam ily" or " fam ily  m em ber"  for 

A S  2 4 .6 0 .0 8 0  to add that the re la t ives  o f  the legislator's  or le g is la t iv e  e m p lo y e e 's  sp o u sa l  

equ iva lent  w h o  fall w ith in  the categor ies  listed in paragraph (5 )  are treated as  relatives  o f  the  

leg is la tor  or leg is la t iv e  e m p lo y e e  for purposes  o f  accep t in g  g ifts .

S e c t i o n  2 2  adds n e w  su b se c t io n s  to A S  2 4 .6 0 .0 8 0 .  P rop osed  su b se c t io n  (h) p erm its  

le g is la to r s  and leg is la t iv e  e m p lo y e e s  to so lic it ,  accep t ,  and r e c e iv e  g if t s  o n  b e h a l f  o f  

recogn ized , nonpolitical charitable  organ izations  in a ccord an ce  w ith  g u id e l in e s  ad opted  by  

the c o m m itte e .

P roposed  subsect ion  (i) addresses  the receipt o f  inheritances from p e r so n s  other  than fa m ily  

m em b ers  and requires d L c lo su r e  by  the d ea d lin es  se t  out in A S  2 4 .6 0 .1 0 5 ,  w h ic h  is added  

to the e th ics  law  b y  see . 25  o f  the bill. T h e  nam e o f  the person  from  w h o m  the inheritance  

w a s  rece iv ed  is to be d isc lo sed  but the value  o f  the inheritance d o e s  not h a v e  to be  reported.

U n d e r  p roposed  su b sec t io n  (j), leg is lators,  le g is la t iv e  c o m m it te e s  other  than the  E th ics  

C o m m it te e ,  and leg is la t iv e  a g e n c ie s  m ay  accept g if ts  o f  vo lu n teer  se r v ic e s  so  lo n g  as  the 

p erso n  d on at in g  the serv ice s  is  not rece iv in g  c o m p e n sa t io n  from  another  so u rce  for the 

serv ice s .  H o w e v e r ,  the last s en ten ce  o f  su b sec t io n  (j) m a k es  c lea r  that leg is la tors  and  
le g is la t iv e  e m p lo y e e s  m ay  n ot  a ccep t  a g ift  o f  se r v ic e s  for n o n lc g is la t iv e  p u rp oses  (u n le ss  

the g ift  can be accepted under a d ifferent e x c e p t io n  o f  the co d e ) .  A  le g is la t iv e  vo lu n teer  is 
required to co m p ly  with  a substantial portion o f  the L e g is la t iv e  E th ics  C o d e .  H o w e v e r ,  the  

p erso n  d o e s  not have  to c o m p ly  w ith  the se c t io n s  o n  contracts and le a se s  ( A S  2 4 .6 0 .0 4 0 ) ,  
state  program  or loan partic ipation (A S  2 4 .6 0 .0 5 0 ) ,  c lo s e  e c o n o m ic  a sso c ia t io n s



( A S  2 4 .6 0 .0 7 0 ) ,  n ep otism  (A S  2 4 .6 0 .0 9 0 ) ,  or representation b efo re  state a g e n c ie s  
(A S  2 4 .6 0 .1 0 0 ) .

P r o p o se d  su b sec t io n  (k) requires a leg is la tor  or leg is la t iv e  e m p lo y e e  w h o  k n o w s  or  

rea so n a b le  ou g h t  to k n o w  that a fam ily  m e m b er  has rece iv ed  a g if t  b e c a u se  o f  the fa m ily  

m em b er 's  c o n n e c t io n  to the leg is la tor  or e m p lo y e e  to report the g if t  i f  it w o u ld  h a v e  to  be  

reported i f  it w ere  g iv en  directly to the legislator or em p lo y ee .  For ex a m p le ,  i f  a corporation  

g iv e s  a legislator's spouse  airplane tickets and acco m m o d a tio n s  so  that the sp o u se  can  attend  

a c o m e r e n c e  that the leg is la tor  is a ttending and i f  the  g ift  is  g iv e n  b e ca u se  the rec ip ient  is  

m arried  to  the leg is la tor  (and not b eca u se  the sp o u se  is an expert  o n  the to p ic  o f  the  
co n feren ce ) ,  the leg is la tor  sh o u ld  d isc lo se  the gift.

Proposed subsection  (1) clarifies that in determ ining the va lue  o f  a gift, the fair m arket va lu e  
sh o u ld  be  used.

S e c t io n  2 3  am ends A S  2 4 .6 0 .0 8 5 (a )  to clarify that legislators and leg is la t ive  e m p lo y e e s  m ay  

not rece ive  significantly  larger than usual paym ent for serv ices  but m a y  charge  le s s  than the  
g o in g  rate for s erv ice s  i f  they  w ish .

S e c t io n  2 4  a m en d s  A S  2 4 .6 0 .1 0 0  to require that d isc lo su res  c o n cern in g  representations  
before  state a g e n c ie s  be m ad e  under the d ead lin es  se t  out in A S  2 4 .6 0 .1 0 5 .

S e c t io n  2 5  enacts  A S  2 4 .6 0 .1 0 5  to set  d ea d lin es  for d isc lo su res .

S e c t io n  2 6  am en d s A S  2 4 .6 0 .1 3 0 (f )  to clarify that m em b ers  o f  the E thics C o m m ittee  serve  

w ith o u t  c o m p en sa t io n  but are entit led  to re im b u rsem en t for travel e x p e n s e s  and per d iem .

S e c t io n  2 7  a m en d s  A S  2 4 .6 0 .1 3 0 (h )  to  prohibit a leg is la tor  w h o  su p e r v ise s  an e m p lo y e e  

w h o  is the subject o f  an e th ics  co m p la in t  from  taking part in the c o m p la in t  p r o c e e d in g s  

concern ing  that e m p lo y ee .  B e c a u se  o f  the ch an ges  proposed  by A S  2 4 .6 0 .1 3 0 ( o )  in sec .  2 8  

o f  the bill, the am endm ent to A S  2 4 .6 0 .1 3 0 (h )  a lso  d e le tes  requirem ents for a p p o in tm en t  o f  
alternate c o m m itte e  m em bers.

S e c t io n  2 8  am ends A S  2 4 .6 0 .1 3 0  by  adding a n e w  subsection  to direct the presid ing  o ff icers  

to appoint leg is lative  alternates to the Ethics C om m ittee  w h o  w ill  serve  w h en  the chair o f  the  

co m m itte e  or a su b co m m ittee  d es ig n a tes  them  to serve  on  the c o m m it te e  or su b c o m m it te e  

b e c a u s e  a regular m em b er  has b een  d isq u a lif ied  from  participating in a co m p la in t .  T h e  

d e s ig n a t io n  o f  the alternate to serve  during a co m p la in t  p roceed in g  is co n f id en t ia l  to the  
sa m e  ex ten t  that the identity  o f  the subject o f  a co m p la in t  is  confidentia l .

S e c t io n  2 9  a m en d s  A S  2 4 .6 0 .1 3 4 (a )  to c larify  that the prohibition  a ga in st  partic ipation  in  

polit ica l  m an agem en t  or in a  polit ica l  c a m p a ig n  that ap p lies  to pub lic  m e m b e r s  o f  the  
c o m m itte e ,  c o m m itte e  e m p lo y e e s ,  and person s  under contract to the c o m m it te e  e x te n d s  to

Senator Tim Kelly
M arch 5. 1997
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c a m p a ig n s  for federal, state, and local o f f ice s  regardless o f  w hether  the cam paign  is partisan  

or nonpartisan, applies to  cam paigns  concerning ballot m easures, and to political party fund­
ra is ing  even ts .

S e c t io n  3 0  a m en d s  A S  2 4 .6 0 .1 3 4  by  adding a n e w  su b sec t io n  (c). U n d er  prop osed  

su b sec t io n  (c) , persons under contract to the e th ics  c o m m ittee  m a y  request the c o m m it te e  to 

e x e m p t  s o m e  o f  the m em b ers  o f  the partnership or corporation  from  h a v in g  to c o m p ly  w ith  

s o m e  or  all o f  the proh ib it ions  against polit ica l activ ity . T h e  c o m m it te e  m a y  grant the  

req u est  i f  d o in g  so  w il l  n ot  lead to the appearance that the c o m m itte e  is  subject to  un d u e  
p o lit ica l  in f lu e n c e  and i f  there is no  appearance o f  im propriety .

S e c t i o n  31 a m en d s  A S  2 4 .6 0 .1 5 0 (b )  to perm it the c o m m itte e  to adopt g u id e l in e s  and  

p r o v id e s  that a person c o m p ly in g  with the g u id e l in e s  m a y  not be p en a lized  for h av in g  
v io la ted  a  p ro v is io n  o f  the  statutes.

S e c t io n  3 2  a m en d s  A S  2 4 .6 0 .1 6 0  to g iv e  the c o m m itte e  6 0  d a y s  to respond to a request  for  

an ad v iso ry  opinion. T he  ch a n g es  a lso  permit the c o m m ittee  to issue  o p in ion s  o n  the request  

o f  ab out-to -be  leg is lative  e m p lo y e e s .  Under n e w  language in su b sec tion  (b), the c o m m it te e  

deliberations concerning  an adv isory  opin ion  are designated  as  e x e c u t iv e  s e s s io n s ,  not o p en  
to the  requester.

S e c t io n  3 3  a m en d s  A S  2 4 .6 0 .1 7 0 (a )  to prohibit the c o m m ittee  from  con sid er in g  a com p la in t  

a g a in s t  all m e m b ers  o f  the leg is lature  or all m em b ers  o f  o n e  h o u se  o f  the legis lature. T h e  

a m en d m en ts  a lso  permits the  c o m m itte e  to reinstitute p r o ceed in g s  that w ere  fi led  aga in st  a 

leg is la t ive  e m p lo y e e  and then c lo se d  w h en  the e m p lo y e e  stopped  w ork in g  for the legislature  

or against a  former legislator i f  the e m p lo y e e  or form er legis lator  resum es leg is la t ive  serv ice  
w ith in  f iv e  years  after the a l le g e d  v io lation .

S e c t io n  3 4  a m en d s  A S  2 4 .6 0 .1 7 0 (b )  to describe the required co n ten ts  o f  a c o m p la in t  and to 

require the c o m m itte e  to a d v ise  com p la in an ts  that they  m a y  be asked  to testify .

S e c t io n  3 5  am en d s  A S  2 4 .6 0 .1 7 0 (c )  to permit the c o m m ittee  to a ss ig n  c o m p la in ts  to a s ta f f  

m em b er  for preliminary investigation. T he  s ta f f  m em b er  m ay  reco m m en d  to the c o m m it te e  
w h e th e r  the  com p la in t  warrants further in vest iga tion  and p ro ceed in g s ,  b ased  o n  the 

i n t i m a t i o n  and e v id e n c e  co n ta in ed  in the co m p la in t  a s  su p p lem en ted  by  the com p la in a n t  

and the subject  o f  the com plaint. T he  section  a lso  permits the c o m m ittee  to d ism iss  fr ivo lous  

c o m p la in ts  and co m p la in ts  for w h ic h  there is in su ff ic ien t  cred ib le  in form ation  to warrant 

further investigation . T he co m m ittee  is a lso  permitted to request additional in form ation from  

the  c o m p la in a n t  and the su b jec t  o f  the com plaint.  P ro ceed in g s  under the su b sec t io n  are  

c o n f id e n t ia l  a s  are d o c u m e n ts  and d ism issa ls .  T h e  subject o f  the co m p la in t  m a y  w a iv e  
co n f id e n t ia l i ty  as provided  in A S  24 .60 .170 (1 ) .

Senator Tim  Kelly
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Section 36 amends AS 24.60.170(f) to provide that committee deliberations and votes on a 
dismissal order and decision are not open to the public or to the subject of the complaint.

Section 37 amends AS 24.60.170(g) to address how the committee and the legislature should 
handle a situation in which the subject of the complaint initially agrees to comply with 
corrective action but later fails to do so.

Sect on 38 makes changes to AS 24.60.170(h) to conform it to the changes made to 
AS 24.60.170(g).

Section 39 amends AS 24.60.170(i) to permit the committee to adopt procedures concerning 
discovery.

Section 40 amends AS 24.60.170(1) to clarify that the confidential proceedings of the ethics 
committee are also closed to other legislators and to prohibit the subject of the complaint 
from waiving the committee's confidentiality duty to others and right to deliberate 
confidentially.

Section 41 amends AS 24.60.174(a) to require the committee to include a timetable with its 
recommended sanctions and to permit the committee to recommend fines.

Section 42 adds a new subsection to AS 24.60.174 to require the House or the Senate to tell 
the ethics committee when it imposes a sanction other than expulsion on the subject of a 
complaint and to set a timetable for compliance. The committee can recommend additional 
action by the House or Senate if the timetable is not complied with.

Section 43 amends AS 24.60.176 to require that supervisors of legislative employees 
enforce the sanctions they have imposed and report to the committee concerning the 
employee's compliance.

Section 44 defines "appointing authority" for AS 24.60.176.

Section 45 adds AS 24.60.178 to set out a list of possible sanctions including "any other 
appropriate measure." The new section also permits the committee to recommend that the 
subject of a complaint be required to pay all or a portion of the costs related to an 
investigation and adjudication.

Section 46 amends AS 24.60.200 to require public members of the ethics committee and 
legislative employees who are compensated at Range 19 or above to file the same financial 
disclosure that legislators and legislative directors are now required to file. In paragraph (1), 
the requirement to report gifts to APOC is removed.
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Section 47 conforms AS 24.60.210 to include those legislative employees who will be 
required to file disclosure statements and changes the due date on the report from April 15 
to February 15.

Sections 48 and 49 amend AS 24.60.240 and 24.60.250 to reflect the legislative employees 
who will be required to file disclosure statements.

Sections 50.and 51 amend AS 24.60.260 to permit the ethics committee to impose a fine on 
persons who file late ethics disclosures.

Section 52 amends the definition of "immediate family" in AS 24.60.990(a)(5).

Section 53 adds definitions of "legislative employee who is required to disclose" and "person 
subject to disclosure requirements" and "spousal equivalent" to the definitions in the 
legislative ethics code.

Section 54 provides that the bill takes effect (if enacted) January 1, 1998.
TC:jdr 
97-141 .jdr
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M E M O R A N D U M  April 29. 1996

SUBJECT: Technical changes to the Ethics Bill (CSSB l4l(RLS) "Z" version
dated 4/27/96)

TO: Senator Drue Pearce
Attn: Laura Williams

FROM: Teresa B. Cramer
Legislative Counsel

Since I have proposed a number of technical changes to the ethics bill. 1 thought it would be 
helpful if I listed them. If there are any that you don't want me to make the next time the bill 
is prepared, please let me know.

1. AS 24.60.030(g), page 7, lines 24,25, and 27. These references to the ethics committee 
will be changed from "committee" to "ethics committee" to distinguish the reference from 
the reference to "legislative committee" in lines 19 and 21.

2. AS 24.60.030(a), page 9, lines 1 9 -20 . The list will be changed to read: "generally 
available to the public at large or to [,] members of a profession, occupation, or group.

3. Definitions of "spousal equivalent" in AS 24.60.080(g), page 13, line 11; j /  
AS 24.60.990(a)(5), page 29, line 14; AS 39.52.130(m), page 40, line 31; AS 39.52.155(c), ^  
page 42, line 30; and AS 39.52.960(11), page 48, line 13. The definition as presented in
the bill has one too many repetitions of "with the person." I will change the definition to 
read:

another person cohabiting with the person in a conjugal relationship that is 
not a legal marriage.

4. AS 24.60.134(c), page 18, line 27. This new subsection prohibits the employees and 
contractors of the ethics committee from participating in or attending a political oarty fund­
raising event. The new proposed (d), on page 19. allows the ethics committee to make an 
exception for partners of the person actually doing the work if there won't be any undue 
political influence or appearance of impropriety. The exception in (d) was intended lo apply 
lo the prohibition in (c). as 1 understand it. Therefore. I will change the beginning of (c). line 
27. to read:
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(c) In addition to the prohibitions under (a) of this section and except 
as provided in (d) of this section,"

y5. AS 24.60.176, page 25, line 2 . 1 am going to change "that" to "which". ^

6. AS 39.50.020(a), page 30, line 1. In replacing the list of types of public officials in the

that the governor and the lieutenant governor are not now included in the list in that sentence 
nor are elected municipal officers. (The governor and lieutenant governor file their 
statements as candidates for state elective offices, which is addressed in the second sentence 
of the subsection, beginning on line 10. Elected municipal officers file as provided in the 
third sentence, beginning on line 13.) Therefore, the beginning of the subsection on line 1 
will be changed to read:

A public official as defined in AS 39.50.200. other than the governor, the
lieutenant governor, or an elected municipal officer.

7. AS 39.50.200(a)(8), page 33, line 31, through page 34, line 2. At your request, I have 
clarified the reference to commissioners, deputy commissioners, and division directors. The 
new language, if enacted, will read:

a person hired or appointed as the head or deputy head of a department in the 
executive branch or as the director of a division in a department in the 
executive branch

8. Sec. 39.52.134, page 41, line 19. When I changed this new provision from "public 
officer" to "state official" I neglected to note that there are no classified employees who are 
state officials. Therefore, I propose to delete the phrase "in the exempt, partially exempt, or 
classified service,".

9. AS 39.52.960(23), page 48, line 25. In the definition of "state official" 1 copied the 
language in AS 39.50.200(a) for the definition of "public official" (and then added the Range 
21's). When "state commission or board" is referred to in AS 39.50.200(a). the definition of 
that term that is set out in AS 39.50.200(b) automatically applies. That definition does not 
automatically apply in this section (which is in chapter AS 39.52), so I intend to add the 
reference, to read (in line 25) "member of a state commission or board as defined in 
AS 39.50.200(b)".

first sentence of this subsection with the defined phrase "public official," I neglected to note

II). S e c .  9 4 , e f f e c t iv e  d a t e .  T h e  r e fe r e n c e  to  " s e c . 9 2 "  o f  t h is  A c t  s h o u ld  re a d  " s e c .  9 3 " .
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SB 105
AN ACT RELATING TO LEG ISLATIVE ETHICS

SB 105 is the result of four years of work by the Ethics Committee to  
clarify and improve the ethics code. The legislators and public m em bers 
who serve on the committee adopted the draft version of SB 105 
February 11, 1997. Most of the language in this bill was included in the  
bill introduced during the 19th Legislature, which passed the Senate a n d  
was heard in House Finance in the final days of the regular session.

General Housekeeping S e c tio n s : The majority of this bill reflects 
minor changes to the ethics code, based on the committee’s working 
experience with the code. The following sections of this bill, which were 
in the previous bill before the 19th legislature are considered  
housekeeping measures. They have not been changed (or changes were 
considered non-substantive) by either the Ethics Committee or the  
legislative committees which reviewed the previous year’s bill:

Sec. 1: Subpoena Powers Sec.
Sec. 5: Board Membership disclosure Sec.

/deadline
Sec. 6: Conflicts of Interest Sec.
Sec. 8: Fundraising During Session Sec.
Sec. 9: Employment Discrimination Sec.
Sec. 12: Refrain from Publication Sec.

Sec. 13: Protective Order Sec.
Sec. 14: Deadline for Close Economic Sec.

Associations 
Sec. 16: Gifts Sec.
Sec. 20: Gifts from Governments Sec.
Sec. 22: Gifts
Sec. 23: Earned Income/ Honoraria 
Sec. 24: Representation 
Sec. 25: Deadlines for filing Disclosures 
Sec. 26: Committee Per Diem & Travel 
Sec. 27: Member Disqualification 
Sec. 28: Committee Alternates

29: Restrictions on Public Members 
30: Restrictions on Contractors 

with Committee 
31: Guidelines 
32: Advisory Opinions 
33: Complaints: Comm. Jurisdiction. 
35: Complaints: Preliminary Exam, 

Dismiss Frivolous Complaints 
36: Lack of Probable Cause 
50: Fines for late disclosures

51: Fines
54: Effective Date



Sections which have • substantive changes to the ethics code o r  
which have been added or changed since in trodu c tion  o f th e  
com m ittee ’ s p rev ious b ill:

Sec. 2: Campaign Records
At the recommendation of 19th Legislature Senate State Affairs 
Committee (SSTA/19) this new sub-paragraph is an allowed exception  
to use of state resources. It permits storing and m a in ta in in g
campaign records in an office so long as they are not in public view.

Sec. 3: Mass Mailing using non-office allowance state funds.
The code currently prohibits the use of state funds to distribute a 
political mass mailing from or about a legislator who is candidate for 
a state office during certain election periods. The ethics c o m m itte e  
recommends adding several categories of people to that list, inc lud ing  
any person who is a candidate for the legislature.

Sec. 4: Campaign Literature
The committee recommends allowing legislators to post m a te r ia ls
related to past elections in his/her office.

Sec. 7: Government Time
The committee responded to concerns expressed by legislators by
including language to allow incidental campaign activities which are 
part of normal legislative duties, such as answering the phone a n d  
handling incoming mail.

Secs. 10 & 11: Contracts and Leases
This section eliminates the prohibition on participation in certa in  
state contracts and leases and sets a new requirement for full
disclosure of participation.

Sec. 15: Spousal/Spousal Equivalent Lobbyist
The issue as to whether spouses and spousal equivalents of legislators 
and legislative employees should be banned from lobbying has been 
widely debated. The committee has not taken a position on that issue 
but instead has increased disclosure requirements for those in the  
legislative branch who have lobbying spouses/equivalents.

Sec. 16: Gift Limit
Increases the annual gift limit from SI00 to $250.

Sec. 17: Gift Exemptions
In response to legislative concern, the committee recommends that a 
stay in a vacation home in Alaska and discounts offered, in th e
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capitol city during session, to legislators and their personal staff be 
included on the list of allowable gifts.

Sec. 18: Gift Reporting
The committee originally proposed that all gifts be publicly disclosed. 
The SSTA/I9 Committee amended that language to keep confiden tia l  
those gifts unrelated to legislative status. The committee adopted the
confidential language.

Sec. 19: Low Budget Cam paigns
The Campaign Finance Reform Act made changes that exem pt 
candidates who have a S2500 campaign limit from having to report  
contributions to APOC. The ethics code states that con tr ib u tio ns  
reported to APOC are not gifts. This change clarifies that contributions 
to low-budget campaigns are not subject to the gift restrictions in the  
ethics code.

Sec. 21: Family
This section expands the definiiion of “family” to families of spousal 
equivalents, in relation to accepting gifts.

Sec. 34: C o m p la in an t
In response to concerns brought forward in the 20th Legislature House
Rules Committee, the ethics committee included language t h a t
clarifies that the complainant must sign a statement that he/she has
reason to believe there has been a violation and further clarifies th a t
he/she may have tc testify before ti e committee.

Secs. 37 & 38: Corrective Actions
This language was added in the SSTA/19 Committee, to clarify 
procedures when a person does not comply with corrective actions.

Sec. 39: Discovery
The proposed language clarifies discovery procedures. The co m m ittee  
did not include an amendment adopted by the SSTA/19 C om m ittee  
to tie discovery to restrictions on the complainant because the  
complainant is not usually under the committee’s ju r isd ic t io n . 
Furthermore, the complainant is not a party to dis:overy.

Sec. 40: Attendance at Executive Session and Waiver of C onfiden tia lity  
This language allows the committee to permit the subject of the  
complaint to attend executive sessions, with the exception of 
deliberations on complaints. It also adds a protective clause that does
not allow one person to waive confidentiality for another.



Secs. 41 & 42: Timetable for Sanctions
This language was adopted by SSTA/19 to clarify procedures 
concerning sanctions on legislators.

Sec. 43 & 44: Employee Violator/Annointine A u thority .
The committee adopted the version recommended by the SSTA/19 
committee which set the legislator as the appointing authority for
personal staff instead of naming the Rules Committees as the  
au thorities.

Sec. 45: Sanctions
The committee adopted the SSTA/19 committee version of this
section, which expanded the list of possible sanctions to include
removal of a legislator from a leadership position or c o m m ittee  
membership position, and a determination that the legislator would
not be appointed to a leadership or committee membership position  
for the remainder of that legislature.

Secs. 46. 47. 48. 49. 53: Range 19 and Above Legislative
Emplovees/Public Members of the Ethics Committee/Filing Financial 
Disclosure
The SRLS/19 Committee version included Range 19 and above
legislative employees in the annual financial filing requirem ents , 
deadlines and penalties. At its February 1997 meeting the e thics 
committee included the public members of the ethics committee i n 
the filing requirement, as well as adding spousal equivalents to th e
list of those whose income must be reported.

Sec. 52: Immediate Family
The committee added the family of the spousal ,uivalent to the
definition of immediate family.
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A laska State Leg is la tu re  
Select Committee on Legislative Ethics 

STATEMENT 
in support o f 

SB 105
This bill represents extensive work by our Legislation Subcommittee, 
chaired by Senator Pearce. The subcommittee based its recommendations
on actual committee experiences, such as the need to clarify the
restrictions on fundraising during session. The full committee reviewed 
the recommendations in detail and voted unanimously to forward the 
draft to the legislature for your consideration.

Most of the proposed changes are of a housekeeping nature. Examples 
include: specifying deadlines for certain disclosures, setting procedures 
for designating committee alternates and adding “notices of candidate
fundraising events'* to those items that can not be posted in state
facilities.

The more substantive changes include increasing the gift threshold from 
$100 annually to S250, permitting the ethics committee to impose fines 
at 52 per day to a maximum of $25 for late disclosures, listing the 
possible sanctions the committee could recommend for violations of the 
ethics code and changing the contract and lease section by eliminating 
the prohibition on legislators and legislative employees participating in 
certain state contracts and leases as long as the participation is fully 
disclosed.

The committee recognizes that the issue of a legislator’s or legislative 
employee’s spouse or spousal equivalent acting as a lobbyist is a volatile 
one. The committee did not take a position as to whether or not this 
should be allowed. However, if allowed, the committee has recommended 
expanding disclosure requirements for those in the legislative branch 
who have lobbying spouses or equivalents.

We welcome the opportunity to testify on this legislation and to answer 
any questions you may have. The committee encourages you to discuss 
these and ocher proposed amendments with members who have served 
on the Ethics Committee in the past four years. Those members are: 
Senator Pearce, Senator Duncan, Representative Bundc, Representative 
Elton, Representative Porter, Senator Mackie, Margie Mac Neillc, Shirley 
McCoy. Joe Donahue, Edith Vorderstrasse. Ed Granger, Cynthia l'oohey 
and Jalmar Kerttula.


