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February  24, 1997

The H onorab le  M ike  M iller 
President o f  the Senate  
A laska State Legislature 
State Capito l 
Juneau. A K  99801-1182

D ear P res iden t Miller:

In ou r efforts  to  reduce  budgets, som e actions tha t save m o n e y  a lso  crea te  effic iencies 
w hich  be tte r  m ee t  public  service goals. T hat is the case  w ith  this bill regard ing  the H um an 
Rights C om m ission . This  p roposa l provides the C om m iss ion  m ore  flex ib ility  in its 
operations  and  helps  the body  perfo rm  its essential w ork  fo r  the state.

T he bill w ou ld  a l low  the H um an  Rights C om m iss ion  to ho ld  hearings  at its o ffice in 
A nchorage ra ther  than  w here  the alleged d iscrim ination  occurred , as is requ ired  under 
current law. T h is  w ill save time and m oney  in travel costs. T he  C om m iss ion  w ou ld  
continue to ensu re  that com pla inan ts  m ay  partic ipa te  in the hearings.

This bill w ou ld  also a l low  the C om m iss ion  to charge fees to cove r  the costs  o f  services, 
inform ation and  m ateria ls  and  to provide tapes ra ther  than transcrip tions  o f  the hearings, 
as curren tly  required.

T hese  changes  w o u ld  reduce the cost and  time involved  in reso lv ing  cases, he lp ing  the 
C om m iss ion  to w ork  through its trem endous  backlog  o f  cases, and  be tte r  respond  to the 
p u b lic ’s increased  requests  for its services. T he  resu lt will be  be tte r  h um an  rights 
pro tection  for A laskans.

Sincerely.

Governor


