


Representative Scott Qgan Alaska State Legislature
House District 27 • Palmer • Greater Palmer • Sutton • Chickaloon • Sheep Mountain

S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T  
H O U S E  JO IN T  R E S O L U T IO N  62

A R eso lu t io n  has  been  d ra f ted  to b r in g  B alto  “h o m e” to  A laska .

A  c o m b in e d  second  and  th ird  g rade  c lass w ro te  letters  to m e  reques t ing  m y  help  on 
h av in g  B a l to  re tu rned  from  the C lev e lan d  M u se u m  o f  N atural  H istory . T h is  w as insp ired  
by  a  th ird  g rad e  s tuden t  w h o  read  a book  on the b rave  d o g  team  that b rough t  the m u ch  
n eed ed  d ip h th e r ia  se ru m  to N o m e  in the m id -1 9 2 0 ’s.

I f  the p re se rv a tio n  o f  the p as t  is to have the m ost  e f fec t  in he lp ing  us keep  a full 
p e r sp ec t iv e  on the s ig n if ican ce  o f  historical ev en ts  the p re se rva tion  sh o u ld  be kep t as 
c lo se  to  the gen es is  o f  the ev e n t  as possible .  T h e  q ues t ion  is, w here  is B a lto  m ost  
va lu ab le  and  in w h a t  w ays  can  his p reserva tion  best  se rv e  people.

I b e l iev e  the  an sw e r  is by  b e in g  here in A la sk a  w h e re  o thers  m ay  d ra w  insp ira tion  in the 
co n t in u a t io n  o f  the ce le b ra te d  trek  to N o m e  ca lled  the Id itarod race, w h ich  he a long  with 
o th e r  m e m b e rs  o f  his team  have  inspired. It is here  the w orld  turns its a tten tion  each  y ea r  
to  c o m m e m o ra te  B a l to ’s feat. It is here the fam o u s  lead  d og  will have  the m o s t  p ro fo u n d  
e f fec t  on the w orld  and  w ha t  the s ign if icance  o f  the se rum  run still m eans.
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J a n u a ry  2 3 ,1 9 9 8

D ear R epresen ta tive  O gan,
I te a c h  a  se c o n d  a n d  third g rad e  com bined  c la s s  a t Butte E lem entary  

school in th e  M atanuska  S u si tn a  Borough School District. My third g rad e  
s tu d e n ts  a re  required to com plete  quarterly oral book r e s p o n s e s  a s  a  way 
of develop ing  reading, writing, an d  public sp eak in g  skills. O n e  of the  
s tuden ts ,  C ody McGinn, read  an d  com ple ted  a  project on th e  book entitled 
Five True Dog S tories . O n e  of the  s tories  w a s  a b o u t  Balto an d  his efforts in 
getting th e  much n e e d e d  ayptheria  se rum  to  Nom e back  in the  m id-1920’s. 
Cody h ad  learned  tha t  the  dog, Balto, h ad  b e e n  m ounted  by a  taxidermist 
but w as  now  being kept in th e  archives of a  m u se u m  in Cleveland. Ohio. 
Cody q u es tio n ed  why the  dog  w as  in Ohio w hen  his hom e' an d  the  setting 
for his heroic actions w as  here  in Alaska. He th e n  s ta te d  tha t  h e  though t it 
would b e  a  good idea  to bring Balto hom e to  Alaska.

T h e  s tu d e n ts  in th e  c lassroom  readily g ra b b e d  on  to th e  idea. We did 
so m e  brainstorming to deve lop  a  plan to a ttem p t to g e t  Balto back to 
Alaska. Writing to you w as  o n e  of th e  id eas  the  s tu d e n ts  c a m e  up with, 
h en ce  th e  letters tha t a re  enc losed . We h av e  co n ta c te d  the  Iditarod 
H e ad q u a r te rs  M useum  in Wasilla. Alaska, an d  they  a re  very excited abou t 
the  p ro sp ec t  of housing  Balto there. It s e e m s  a  m ost appropria te  place for 
Balto to  be  honored.

I’m not su re  w hat type of support you m ay be ab le  to lend us. bur the 
s tu d e n ts ’ h e a r ts  a re  definitely into this project. If you c a n  offer any advice or 
su g g es t io n s  we would be  m ost grateful. I’d like to be certain  tha t we have  
the re so u rc e s  n e e d e d  to  m ove Balto up h ere  before we co n tac t  the  
m u seu m  in Cleveland. O n ce  we receive your input a n d  have  the  re so u rces  
available, then  the s tu d e n ts  will o n ce  more put pen  to p ap e r  a n a  write the 
m u seu m  in Cleveland.

We app rec ia te  your time an d  attention to this matter. We a re  locking 
forward to hearing from you vcry soon.

Respectfully,

Butte E lem entary  School 
610 C o p e  Industrial Way 
Palmer, AK 99645 
907-745-4871
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MELANIE B R U B A K E R  M A Z U R

Butte Elementary School student Cody McGinn, I 
ties Wednesday at the Legislative Information • 
Wasilla with support from his mother, Shelly McGi 
and his classmates are requesting a resolution 
Legislature that Iditarod dog hero Balto be returnee 
ka. LIO Information Officer Mary Kvalheim, right, v 
students through the process.
Senate, H om stad  p lan s to b ring  
h is  w ho le  c lass o f seco nd - an d  
th ird -g rad e  s tu d en ts  to the Leg­
islative In fo rm ation  Office.

T h e  m u sh e rs  a n d  d o g s  w h o  
m a d e  th e  s e ru m  ru n  to N om e 
w e re  co n s id e re d  h eroes, b u t  in 
la te r yea rs , in te re st in  the ev en t 
w an ed . S tev en  Sp ie lbe rg 's  1995 
an im a ted  film  "A  Race for Life: 
B a lto  a n d  th e  H e ro  D o g s  o f 
A la sk a "  rev iv ed  in te re s t in  the  
d o g  an d  the h isto ric se rum  run .

A l th o u g h  B a lto 's  b o d y  h a s  
been  m ostly  in  s to rage since h is 
d e a th ,  th e  r e n e w e d  i n t e r e s t  
e a rn e d  B alto a fo u r-m on th  ap -

W & .
vP

•irS t u d e n t s
By MELANIE
BRUBAKER MAZUR_______
Frontiersman reportar

S tuden ts a t Butte E lem en tary  
School a re  s tu d y in g  s ta te  g o v ­
e rn m e n t f i r s t  h a n d . W ith  th e  
help  o f the A laska S tate Legisla­
ture, they 're  try ing  to b ring  the 
p reserved  body  of Id ita rod  dog  
hero Balto hom e to A laska from  
Cleveland.

F o u r  s tu d e n t s  te s t i f i e d  
W edn esd ay  v ia  s p e a k e rp h o n e  
b e fo re  th e  H ou se  C om m un ity  
and  Regional Affairs Com m ittee 
in  favo r o f a leg is la tiv e  re so lu ­
tion u rg ing Balto's re tu rn .

" I f  y o u  a s k e d  B a lto , h e 'd  
r a th e r  be h e re  th a n  in  O h io ,"  
K a tie  P is k u r a  s a id .  S h e  w a s  
jo ined  by  th ree  o th e r s tu d en ts , 
C o d y  M cG in n , G ia  H o m s ta d  
a n d  Seina Jo h n d ro . C la s sm a te  
A nnie Row land also w as in the 
audience, along w ith  severa l sib ­
lings and  parents.

"H e  sav ed  a lo t o f A la sk an s  
and  w as bom  here a n d  becam e a 
hero ," Gia said . "The sto ry  s ta rt­
ed  here."

T h e  s tu d e n ts  h a v e  b e e n  re ­
searching Balto 's saga in D w igh t 
H om eslad 's  class since th is fall.

A fter com pleting  the  life-sav­
in g  d ip h th e r i a  s e r u m  r u n  to  
N om e in  1925, Balto an d  o th e r 
m em bers o f the d og  team  w ere 
so ld to a sideshow  in California. 
W hen school ch ild ren  in  C leve­
land learned o f the d o g s ' p ligh t, 
they began  sav ing  p enn ie s  and  
n ic k e ls , c o l le c tin g  e n o u g h  to 
b u y  th e  te am  a n d  b r in g  i t  to  
C le v e la n d . B a lto  a n d  h is  s ix  
te am m a te s  liv ed  in  th e  C lev e ­
land  Zoo. W hen Balto d ie d , h e  
.w as s tu f f e d  a n d  is  k e p t  in  

- /C lev e lan d  a t th e  M u s e u m  o f  
.N a tu ra lH is to ry . •

‘ I f  y o u  a s k e d  B a l t o ,  

h e ’ d  r a t h e r  b e  h e r e  

t h a n  i n  O h i o /

Katie Piskura

Togo, m u sh e r L eo n h a rd  Sep- 
p a l a 's  l e a d  d o g ,  a l s o  is  p r e ­
se rv ed  an d  is o n  d is p la y  a t the  
Id i ta r o d  h e a d q u a r t e r s  h e re  in  
W asilla . S e p p a la  m u s h e d  260 
m ile s  to  b r in g  th e  s e r u m  to  
N om e , th e  lo n g e s t d is ta n c e  o f 
any  of the m u sh e rs  in  the  relay.

C ody  sp a rk ed  h is  c la ssm a tes ' 
in te re st in  Balto w h e n  he  d id  a 
repo rt o n  the hero ic dogs.

A f te r  l e a r n i n g  o f  B a l to 's  
p ligh t, the Butte s tu d en ts  began  
w riting  le tte rs an d  try in g  to find  
su p p o rt to  b ring  Balto hom e.

G ia 's  f a th e r , H o m s ta d , w a s  
p le ased  w ith  h is s tu d e n ts ' care­
fu lly p rep a re d  s ta tem en ts  to  the 
legislators.

" I  th in k  th e y  d id  g r e a t ,"  h e  
said. "I w as rea lly  p le ased ."

Rep. Ivan  Ivan , D -Akiak , w ho  
c h a i r s  th e  H o u s e  c o m m it te e ,  
asked  the s tu d en ts  if th ey  w ou ld  
b e  w ill in g  to  s h a r e  B a lto  w ith  
s tu d e n t s  in  N o m e . T h e  B u tte  
s tu d en ts  rep lied  th ey  w ou ld .

Rep. Scott O gan , R-Palm er, ex­
p la in ed  to the  s tu d e n ts  the com ­
m ittee w ou ld  p a ss  th e  re so lu tion  
a n d  m o v e  it to  th e  f lo o r o f th e  
House.

T h en  th e  s am e  p ro c e s s  w ill 
take p lace  on  the S ena te side . If 
the Senate p asses th e  reso lu tion , 
it g o e s  in to  e ffe c t b e c a u s e  th e  
g o v e rn o r 's  a p p ro v a l  is n o t  r e ­
q u ir e d  fo r  l e g i s l a t iv e  r e s o lu ­
tions.

Because the h e a r in g  w as  d u r ­
ing  sp rin g  b reak , on ly  a 
d en ts  w e re  ab le  to  a tte n d  
th e  re s o lu t io n
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