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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTON NO. 59

SPONSOR STATEMENT

This resolution urges the Congress of the United States to present a constitutional
amendment to the states that would authorize Congress to prohibit the physical

desecration of the American flag.

The flag has long been enshrined as the symbol of what is right with America and
isa most worthy emblem of our nation. The law, as interpreted by the United States
Supreme Court no longer accords to the Stars and Stripes that reverence, respect and
dignity befitting the banner of our noble experiment of a nation state, ““the last, best hope

of mankind.>TA. Lincoln).

The Resolution supports Congressional House Resolution 54 or Senate Joint
Resolution 40 providing Congress the authority to prohibit the physical desecration of the

flag.

I urge your support for this Resolution.

Representative Pete Kott

Juneau Office (907) 465-3777 Toll Free !-800-861-KOTT(5688) Fax (907) 465-2819
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JOINT RESOLUTION

Proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the United
States authorizing the Congress to prohibit the physical
desecration of the flag of the Unlted States
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1 Iowmg article is nroDosed as an amendment to the QOon-
stitution of the United States, which shall be valid to all
intents and purposes as part of the Constitution when
ratified by the legislatures of three-fourths of the several
States within seven years after the date of its submission
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“Article—

“The Congress shall have power to prohibit the phys-
ical desecration of the flag of the United States.”.

Passed the House of Representatives June 12, 1997.
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Proposing arx ftZtondment to the Conatitution of the United Statca authoaring
Congrasa to p> jbifcit the physical desecration of the flug of the United States.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

February 4,199S
Mr. Havom (for fctmaelf, M. Clblang, MT Fagkl, Mr. Stevens, Mr.
Ford, Mr. LoiT, Mr.Coverdtsll, Mr.Kempthorne, IV Allaxw, Mr,
Abbobcw, Mr. Bond, Mr. Brownhaok, Mr. Burns, Mr. Campbell,
Mi:. Coats, Mr. Cochran, Mb. Collins, Mr. Craig, Mr.D’AmatO, Mr.
DsiWrnw, Mr. DomeNjlOl, Mr. Knzi, Mr. FAUtCLOTH, Mr. Frist, Mr.
Gramm, Mr. Grams, Mr. Grassley- Mr, Gregg, Mr. Helms, Mr.
HUTCH/NfcON, Mra. Hutcheson, Mr.iNiiora, Mi. Kyo, Mr. Lugab, Mr.
Macac, M. =McCain, Mr. Muricowski, Mr. Roberts, Mr. Roth, Mr.
Santoriw, Mr. Sessions, Mr. Shelby, Mr. Smith of New Hampshire,
Mr, Smith of Oregon, Ms. Snows, Mr. Thompson, Mr. Thurmond, Mr.
W arner, Mr. BauoDS, Mr. Breaux, Mm. Fjeinstein, M* HolionGG,
Mr. Rbxo, Mi*. Rockepkller, and Mr.Johnson) introduced the follow*
ing’joint ruwlution; wliich war read twice and referred to tho Committee

on tho Jnd'cljiry

JOIN T RESOLUTION

Proposing aa amendment to the Constitution of the United
States avjthormug Congress to prohibit the physical dese-
cration of the flag of tho United Stoi.es.
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3 That tho following article is proposed as an amendment
4 to the Constitution of the United States, which shall ho
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1 valid, to all intents and purposes as part of the Constitu-
2 1ic/Q when ratified by the legislatwes of three-fourths cf
3 the sew-cnl States within 7 years after the date of its sub-
4 mission for ratification:

5 “Article-—

6 “The Congress shall have power to prohibit the phys-
7 ieol desolation ofthe Gag ofthe United States.”.
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T e_d Stevens
United States Senator ForAlaska

February 4, 1938
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Corrcac«; PiTjsa Offloo
(252) 2»WHO)

STSVxtfS joins in BPowsoRiwra rjgaouraiou
PROPOSING FXAO D1BSRCRATION AWSHDMKNT

Senator Stevens today joined in sponsoring a Senate
Resolution proposing a Constitutional Amendment that would give
Congress the power to prohibit the physical desecration of the

flag.

in their belief that our

Noting that Alaskans are strong
"The power.to amend

flag should not be desecrated, Stevens said,

the Constitution demands a cautious respects It is a
considerable power - one that has helped to chart the course of
our history. We should not jump headlong into amendments. But

we should not be afraid to act on our beliefs, either.

mThe Supreme Court has given us a choice,* the Senator said.
*We can accept that the First Amendment allows the desecration of
America"s flag, or we can change the law to prevent it."

The Senator pointed out that 48 states had laws preventing
flag desecration before those lawb were struck down in a-Supreme

Court decision.

For those who serve overseas, in peacetime? as wall as
conflict, the flag serves as a special reminder and symbol of the
freedom Americans enjoy more than any other nation, Stevens said.
The Senator, who was closely involved in the Statehood movement
whan he served as assistant to the Secretary of the Interior and
solicitor of the Department, reoalled, "I remember the day the
49th star was pinned on our flag. It was one of the proudest

momenta of my life,"
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