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Representative A1 Vezey

SPONSOR STATEMENT 
HJR 1 6

“Relating to a federal balanced budget amendment.”

F ede ra l go ve rnm en t ove rspend ing  h a s  b e com e  the  ru le and not the exception 
o ve r th e  yea rs .  It is c le a r  that ch ange  is n e e d e d  and  the federa l governm en t 
can  no longer hand le  the responsib ility of c rea t ing  our national budge t w ithout 
n ew  gu ide l in e s .

O ne gene ra t ion  shou ld  not have the right to bu rden  ano ther with its d eb ts .  The 
un lim ited ability to borrow h a s  resu lted  in a  fede ra l deb t tota ling $5.3 trillion.

O ur nation m u s t  learn to live within its m ean s ,  ju s t  a s  each  ind iv idua l must . 
P a s s in g  a  b a la n ced  b udge t am endm en t will bring d isc ip line to ou r nationa l 
sp end ing : w ithout th is d isc ip line we fa ce  econom ic  ch ao s . With the p a s s a g e  of a 
B a la n ced  B udge t Amendment, more re so u rc e s  wou ld go toward private 
in ves tm en t, in terest ra te s  would drop and b u s in e s s e s  cou ld  afford to expand . It 
is for th e s e  re a so n s  I a s k  the m em be rs  of both h o u se s  to support this reso lu tion 
urg ing the C ong re s s , the P res iden t of the United S ta te s , and each  s ta te  of our 
nation to support the B a lan ced  Budge t Am endm en t to the U.S. Constitution .

January 31,1997
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B a l a n c e d  b u d g e t  w o r t h  f i g h t

T i m e  t o  s e e k  

o u t s i d e  h e l p

The e ra  o f b ig  gove rnm en t still 
h as a  pulse.

W ith  th e  one-vo te d e fea t la s t 
w eek in  th e  S ena te  o f th e  ba l­
a n c e d  b u d g e t  c o n s t i tu t io n a l  
am endm en t, th e  forces o f b ig  gov­
e rnm en t proved th e y ’re  n o t going 
aw ay qu ietly .

A hand fiil o f D em ocra ts who 
had  vo ted  fo r th e  am endm en t in  
th e  p a s t and  even cam paigned  on 
it in  th e  la s t election , b ro k e  th e ir  
cam paign  p rom ise and  k ep t th e  
balanced  b udg e t am endm en t one 
vote shy  o f th e  n ecessa ry  votes 
needed for passage. F o r  some 
D em ocrats, a llegiance to  th e ir  
leadersh ip  w as m ore im po rta n t 
t h a n  k e e p in g  a  c a m p a ig n  
prom ise.

No w onder vo ters a re  cynical 
abou t W ash ing ton .

T h e  d eb a te  abou t th e  balanced 
budg e t am endm en t is rea lly  a de­
b a te  ab o u t th e  pow er o f W ash ­
in g to n . T h e  o p po n en ts  o f a  
ba lanced  budge t am endm en t— 
though  th ey  find rh e to ric  o f b a l­
an c ing  th e  budget fash ionau le—  
a re  unw illing  to  face th e  rea lity  
o f ac tu a lly  g e ttin g  th e  job done.

S uppo rte rs , on th e  o th e r hand , 
believe th a t  re q u ir in g  W ash ­
ing ton  to  live w ith in  its  m eans is 
a  v a lue w o rth  f ig h ting  for.

I t  is sim ply u n re a lis t ic  to rely 
on th e  hope th a t  a f te r  2P years of 
unba lan ced  budgets— th i igh six 
p re s id en ts  an d  14 Congresses—  
W ash ing ton  can  now  balance th e  
budg e t and  keep i t  th a t  way 
w ith o u t th e  ou ts id e  leverage o f a  
o n s titu tio n a l am endm en t. We 

know—w in o r lose— i t ’s sim ply 
th e  r ig h t th in g  to do because th e  
b enefits to  every A m erican  a re  
clear;

S e n . Frank  
M urkow ski

Guest Opinion
■ A ba lanced  b u dg e t am end ­

m en t could low er in te re s t ra te s  
on m ortgages, c a r  loans, an d  s tu ­
d en t loans, sav in g  A laska  fam ilies 
as m uch  as $125 a  m on th .

■ W ash ing to n ’s  g row th , cost 
a n d  pow er w ould  be re s tra in ed . 
I t ’s  w rong  to a sk  A m erican s to  
w o rk  h a rd e r to  p ay  fo r W ash ­
in g to n  p rog ram s th a t  d on ’t  work. 
We m u s t r e tu rn  to  th e  day  w hen 
th e  gove rnm en t w o rk s fo r u s , no t 
ag a in s t us.

■ O u r ch ild ren  d eserve an  
A m erica filled w ith  o ppo rtu n ity  
a n d  hope. A  b a lan ced  budget 
am e n d m e n t w o u ld  f re e  o u r  
chilclren from  th e  b u rd en  o f 
p ay ing  fo r W ash in g to n ’s  inab ility  
to  con tro l spend ing .

S u p p o rte rs  can  ta k e  com fort 
in  th e  fac t th a t  a ll 55 R epub li­
cans—even w h en  faced w ith  th e  
p ro spec t o f a lm o s t c e r ta in  de­
f e a t—kep t th e ir  w ord a n d  voted 
for th e  ba lanced  budg e t am end ­
m en t. P re s id en t C lin ton  lobbied 
h a rd  ag a in s t th e  am endm en t, 
w hich places p re s su re  on h im  to 
keep  h is w o rd  an d  p roduce a 
b udg e t th a t  is ba lanced  and  will 
s ta y  balanced w ith o u t gimm icks.

B u t, so fa r , th e re  is re a so n  to 
be skep tica l. T h e  day before the  
ba lanced  b u dg e t vo te in  th e  
S e n a te , b u d g e t  e x p e r t s  a n ­
nounced  th e  C lin ton  b udg e t was 
fa r from  be ing  in  balance . Even 
P re s id en t C lin to n ’s  own budge t 
p red ic ts th e  defic it—u n d e r his 
p lan—would go up  n ex t y ea r and

no t come close to  d isappearing  , 
u n til a f te r  h e  leaves office.

T h e  p r e s i d e n t ’s J a n u a r y ^  
budg e t proposal calls fo r America 
to  spend  $9 tr illio n  over th e  nex t 
five y ea rs— $586 b illion more 
th a n  A m erica will tak e  in . R a th e r i  
t h a n  a c h ie v in g  a  b a la n c e d  < 
budge t, th e  p lan  w ill p roduce a 
deficit o f $69 b illion in  2002, 
accord ing to  th e  Congressional 
B udget Office. W orse, th e  p res i­
d e n t’s p lan  likely w ou ldn ’t  even 
come th a t  close to  b a lan c in g  th e  
budget.

T h e  p re s id e n t’s  p roposa l pu ts 
o ff m o s t o f th e  budge t cu ts—98.5 
p e rcen t o f all reduc tion s—un til 
a f te r  P re s id en t C lin ton  leaves of­
fice. I t  m akes u n re a lis tic  assum p­
tion s ab o u t rev enues an d  costs 
and  rea i lies b a lance only by 
ph as in g  o u t early  y e a r  ta x  cuts, 
w hile keep ing in  p lace proposed 
tax  h ikes.

S om e tim e s  i t  is  h a rd  to 
im a g in e  j u s t  w h a t  d e f ic i t  
sp end ing  m eans. B u t th e  p res i­
d e n t’s $586 billion o f add itional 
d eb t over th e  n ex t five years 
would cause each m an , woman, 
and  ch ild  in  A m erica to  owe an ­
o th e r $2,200 to  th e  governm en t, 
on top o f th e  $19,100 p e r person 
th ey  a lready  owe, i f  A m erica was 
to p ay  o ff i ts  $5.1 trillio n -p lu s n a ­
tio n a l d eb t tom orrow .

As long as th e  e ra  o f b ig  gov­
e r n m e n t  s t i l l  lu r k s  in  the 
shadow s, th e re  is hope th a t  one 
m ore sen a to r w ill do th e  right 
th in g  an d  give u s  th a t  final vote 
for passage o f a  ba lanced  budget 
am endm en t.

We c a n 't  give up  an d  w t 
w on ’t . I t ’s th e  on ly w ay to make 
c e r ta in  th e  e ra  o f b ig  government 
is t ru ly  over—for good.

Sen. Frank Murkowski represent 
A'aska in the U.S. Sonata. He was firs 
eiected in 1980.

T T E R S  t 0 T “  E D I T O R
AIDS can m ake it a  d ea th  

:e.
m d e r w ha t advice th e  pro- 
a ls m igh t give. W hat ad- 
rm c r inm ates m igh t give, 
advice th e ir fam ily mem- 
tigh t give. I ’d like to  lea rn  
h rough  ta lk  show s and  th e  
Vliner.
o nde r why people a re  n o t 
sen sitiv e to  th e  agony o f 
we have im prisoned  and

E .P . M organ 
F a irb ank s

Lopsided battle
M arch  28, 1997

To th e  ed itor:
T h e  Local page a rtic le  de­

p i c t i n g  p r o t e s t e r s  a g a i n s t  
spend ing  cu ts on M arch  27 w?3 
overly generous in  assessing  120 
p a rtic ip an ts . I saw  abou t six 
kooks who cam e close to causing

•xn riir lnn fe  OC

do lla r sh o r t) can  ac tu a lly  in flu ­
ence la s t fa ll 's  c lea r m and a te  to 
Rep. T h e r r ia u lt to  cu t th e  budget 
to  th e  bone, he b e tte r  be send ing  
re sum es to  th e  hopefu lly  sober 
po litical science d e p a r tm en t for a  
new  job. T h e  m a jo rity  o f A laskan 
vo te rs have a lready  figured ou t 
th a t  all th e  k in g ’s ho rses and  all 
th e  k in g ’s m en  a re  covered w ith  
ro t te n  eggs.
Regards,
Jo h n  T ow nsend

T h is  le tte r  is to  th e  sk ie r wh 
caused  th e  tang le  w h ich  re su lte  
in  Axel G lasse r losing h is do 
te am  dp rin g  th e  second h e a t c 
th e  N o rth  A m erican  Cham pior 
sh ip  dog race. Y our ignorance fc 
p lac ing  yo u rse lf in  a  position t 
be involved in  th is  type o f situ ; 
tion  is u n de rs tand ab le . Evidentl 
th e re  a re  m any  people like yoi 
who tu rn  ou t every  y e a r durir, 
th e  N o rth  A m erican dog races, £
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Dear Representative Vezey:

I t  appears l i k e l y  that Congress w i l l  be sending a balanced budget 
amendment to state le g is la tu re s  fo r  r a t i f i c a t io n  over the next several 
weeks. NCSL po lic y  supports a balanced federa l budget but a lso says 
that the in terests of state governments should be recognized and 
protected in any p lan .

We be lieve  i t  is  important that any balanced budget amendment contain 
language to protect states from cost s h i f t in g  and add it io na l unfunded 
mandates. We have been working with key congressional members on th is  
issue and are pleased that we have received growing support fo r  our 
concerns.

In an e f fo r t  to better acquaint the pub l ic  and the media w ith the 
potent ia l e ffects of a federal balanced budget amendment on states ,
NCSL has drafted the attached op-ed piece fo r  your use. We urge you to 
submit the piece to your loca l papers and suggest that you do so on a 
b ip a r t is an  bas is . Please feel free to e d it  the piece as appropriate fo r 
your use.

Please contact us i f  you have any questions about NCSL's e f fo rts  on th is  
issue . I f  you need Tny assistance on media e f fo r t s ,  contact Susan 
Seladones in NCSL's p jb l i c  A f fa irs  O ff ice at 202-624-5400.

S incere ly , S incere ly ,

Jane L. Campbell 
President, NCSL 
Assistant House M inority  Leader, Ohio

James J. Lack 
President-Elect, NCSL 
New York Senate
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N F I B
National I'cilcration of 

Independent Business

National Federation of Independent Business 

S tatem ent of Support for H JR  16 

A Resolution in Support of the Federal 
Balanced Budget Amendment 

M arch 3, 1997

The Alaska Chapter of the National Federation of Independent Business has 4,400 

members, making it the largest small-business advocacy group in the state.

Small business owners have voted overwhelmingly for a balanced budget in several NFIB 

issue ballots. In addition, they have voted repeatedly for deficit reduction. Small 

businesses believe that the balanced budget amendment is necessary to force Congress to 

make responsible decisions on deficit reduction.

The National Federation of Independent Business has lobbied hard for the Balanced 

Budget Amendment to the U S  Constitution. Following is an excerpt from NFIB 

testimony before the U S  Senate Judiciary Committee:

Small business owners believe that the federal government should learn to 

live witnin its means. Ever-growing deficits have imperiled our financial 

security. As deficits increase, the availability and cost of capital increase. 

Large deficits absorb a significant portion of the available capital. As a 

result, private enterprises are crowded out of the pool of available capital for 

financing, and small businesses feel the impact even more since they have 

fewer financing alternatives.

To sum up, small business owners are frustrated and angry that their 

government officials cannot restrain their spending impulses. Therefore, the 

balanced budget is necessary to force federal officials to act responsibly.

NFIB/Alaska urges support for HJR 16.
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