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SPONSOR STATEMENT -  HOUSE BILL 362 
Regarding the Use of Military Lounges in State Owned & Controlled 

Airports

H o u s e  B ill  3 6 2  am en ds A .S . 0 2 .1 5 .0 9 0 (a )  b y  a d d in g  la n g u a g e  to a llo w  the State o f  A la s k a  to  
p r o v id e  s p a ce  w ith in  its airports fo r  u se  as m ilita ry  lo u n g e s  free  o f  rental ch a rg e s , it th ose  
lo u n g e s  are op era ted  b y  n o n -p ro fit  a g e n c ie s .

E v e n  th ou g h  o n ly  token  rent is n o w  b e in g  c o l le c te d , this arran gem en t sk irts on  the p er ip h ery  o f  
F A A  reg u la tion s . T h e  A n ch o ra g e  In tern ationa l A irp o r t  D ire c to r  is d o in g  a b a la n c in g  act b y  
d iv id in g  the sq u a re  fo o ta g e  c o s t  f o r  the lo u n g e  b e tw e e n  the o th er  a irport tenants. T h e  F ed era l 
A v ia t io n  A d m in is tra tion  fro w n s  u p on  th ese  arran gem en ts and  w ith ou t c o d i fy in g  the “ n o  rent”  
p r o v is io n , the poten tia l ex ists  fo r  this a rra n gem en t to  ch a n g e  sh o u ld  the F A A  d e c id e  to  p u sh  the 
issu e .

F o r  m an y  y ea rs , the A n ch o ra g e  A r m e d  S e r v ic e s  Y M C A  h ave op era ted  the M ilita ry  C o u rte sy  
L o u n g e  on  C o n c o u r s e  B  at the A n c h o r a g e  International A iq jo r t . T h is  op e ra tio n  is c o n d u c te d  at 
n o  e x p e n s e  to  the State. M o r e  than 2 3 ,0 0 0  travelers to o k  a d va n ta ge  o f  the lo u n g e ’ s s e r v ic e s  in 
1996 . A  sq u a d ron  b o o s te r  c lu b  p ro v id e s  v o lu n teers  to s ta f f  the lo u n g e .

G iv e n  that th ou san ds o f  m ilitary  p e rso n n e l travel to  and fr o m  A la sk a  ea ch  y ea r , and  that the total 
e c o n o m ic  co n tr ib u tio n  to  the State fr o m  m ilita ry  a ctiv itie s  e x c e e d s  S 2 .7  b i l l io n , it is the best 
in terest o f  the State to p rotect the c o n t in u e d  op era tion  o f  rent free  c o u r te s y  lo u n g e s  in o u r  state 
a irports.

P a ssa ge  c f  H B  3 6 2  w ill p ro v id e  a irport d ire c to rs  w ith  the statutory  ju s t i f ic a t io n  to  c o n t in u e  the 
“ n o  rent”  arran gem en ts, w h ich  h a v e  se rv e d  us s o  w e ll in the past.
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D ear R epresentative M asek ,

F o r  m ore  years than anyone k n o w s , the A rm e d  S erv ices  Y M C A  has been  qu ietly  and com peten tly  
serv in g  the traveling m ilitary th rou gh  the M ilitary  C ourtesy  lo u n g e  located  on  C on cou rse  B  at 
A n ch o ra g e  International A irport. A  sa fe  and secu re  p lace has been  dedicated  to the A rm ed F orces, at no 
exp en se  to the State o r  to the M ilitary . R e a ch in g  o v e r  2 2 ,0 0 0  visitors in 1997, squadron booster clubs 
p ro v id e  volunteers to s ta f f  this lou n ge  3 6 5  d a y s  a year, m eeting tl)e needs o f  dom estic  and international 
traveling m ilitary m em bers and their fa m ilies . A lask a  con tinues to be o f  strategic im portance in the 
training o f  ou r  m ilitary and d e fen se  o f  the nation . T he m ilitary has a lw ays been there fo r  us, w e  shou ld  
n o t  shirk ou r duties to  them.

T h e  ex istin g  statute d o e s  not a llo w  the A rm e d  S erv ices  Y M C A  to provide these serv ices  w ithout a rental 
ch arge. S o  that w e  m ay con tin u e to  m eet the n eeds o f  the traveling m ilitary in A laska, the A rm ed 
S erv ices  Y M C A  supports H ou se  B ill N o . 3 6 2 , “ A n  A c t  relating to the use o f  space for  m ilitary lounges 
in  sta te-ow n ed  o r  state-controlled  a irports”  w ith  the am ended  changes to  Section  1. A S  0 2 .15.090(a),

T h is  ch ange w ill a llo w  us to  con tin u e  o u r  w o r k  and at the sam e tim e, authorize the A n ch orage  
International A irport to o f le r  the sp ace  rent free,

Ph ase co n fe ct  us i f  the ‘ Y ”  ca n  o f f e r  any assistance.

S e r v in g  T h o se  W ho S e r v e  A m e r i c a

T o m  M organ  
E xecu tive  D irector
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