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6130 Tuule Place ¢ Anchorage. Alaska 99307-21141 « (907) 362-6449 « PAX 562-9891

Southern Region
i MMMCy
Medical Services Council, Inc.

February 18,1998

Senator Lyda Green
Alaska State Legislature
State Capitol (MS3100)
Juneau, AK 9981)1-1182

Dear Senator Green:

CS for House Bill 334 (*'An act relating towaiver of tuition and fees for certain family
members of a peace officer or a fire fighter killed in the lire of duty/") isscheduled to
come before your State Affairs Committee very soon, perhaps as early as tomorrow.
While this looks to be a very good hill, and one deserving of strong support, itlacks a
very important piece. As important members of the public safety team, we believe
EMS providers should alsobe included. Itismy understanding that the sponsor isnot
opposed todoing so, but since the bill relates to two different statutes itwould require
a rewrite at the committee level tomake mthappen inthissession. lbelieve yours isits
lastcommittee referral. Will you make this important rewrite inyour committee?

Iwill send along a compelling letter from Craig Lewis, my counterpart in Interior
Region inFairbanks that speaks clearly to all the reasons why. Since you have always
been a strong supporter of EMS and understand the important, and sometimes
dangerous jJob EMS isdoing in communities all across Alaska, Ihave no doubt you will

see the logic inmaking thischange.

Iwill follow up with you or amember ofyour staff tomorrow, but ifyou have
questions before then you can call me at 907-562-6449. I1hope the session isgoing well
foryou thisyear. My firstvisittoJuneau will be inmid March, and I"llbe sure to come
by and see you. Thank you for your unwavering support the people providing

emergency medical services inAlaska.

Sincerely,

Ronni Sullivan
Executive Director

WORKING TOGETHER TO SAVE UVES
EBB83994.0B1 “ClI
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MEMORANDUM

To: Sharon Citric
From: Craig Lewis
Sbject: CS forHouse BUI 334 (FIN)

Dale: February 17,1998

Pursuant to our telephore conversation, itisnow my understanding tteatEM S amendment™* may
not fitunder the referenced Title. For the reasons stated below, 1stronglyurge thet a hill
affording eeniler berefits to the familiesofEM S providers be introduced through committee.

For purposes of cefinraan, 1would offerthe folloving:

«BVTS Service” means a feteral, state, er mpektoal EMS servic* or mitrfarfr organised
vohmtew EMS segyke certifiedbv the ofHeahhasd Social Stnttoerin

Justification:

The provision ofemergency medical servicespotetially placedevery EMS responder inharms
way on every @l. As such, itseems only it that they be included equinvalently with the other

components of public safety.

Although they may not always free « tullet or foilirg ceilirg, they actually do face those
evetualities from time to tine, particularly inmral Alaskawhere frequently thereareN O
(emphasis added) law enforcement or others to mitigate thoscere. EM S persons:

Routinely arc called to intervere inhighly olatileand dangerous situations  Included are
domestic disputes, assaults, fire s, hostage sitiatiat™, hazardous materials illsassociated
wi'th iodstrial and motor witioleaccidentsand etc  Eachoftheeehfothreetesting

depending on who answerswhen they knock on the door.
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. Routinely ar« involved inooapiex extricatias, frommotor vehicle, down the side*of
cliffy from ragging riversend so forth.

. Routirely provide beck up for law enforcement persomel, firefigtters »ad other# again
placing them Inharm* way.

. Routinely do the same type ofactivitiesas any member of the public asfoty team including,
interventions to provide medical and or psydological care, some control along highways,
mitigation end response insmall comunitiMAvillages where an entire community may be
involved, complex extrications inolving \arieties of dangcroua apparatus to remove
injured individual* from motor ehicles, diffedges, mars, mountains and so forth.

To me, the bottom lirecenters on the fact tretpubliic safety bag three responding components.
Police, Fireand EMS. Esch place the provides in lurouway Indifferent settirgs. Each have

individual* killed inthe Esc of duty, inprteofaggressive programs to preclude it To omitEMS
isto miia one third of the public safety team and sends thewrong sigal to thosewho alto risk
theirEves to save others.

Please do not hesitate to canme  ifyou have any questiors.
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INTERIOR region emergency

MEDICAL services council, inc.
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MEMORANDUM

To: Senator Lyda Green
ATTN: Rencc Howell

From: Craig Lewis
Subject: CS for House Bill 334 (FIN)
Date: February 17, 1998

Please consider the following with regard to CS 334.

| fully support the concept proposed in the Bill. | also support those identified as appropriate

to receive the proposed benefits. | am distressed at the fact that Emergency Medical Services
providers have been excluded. Although 1would have preferred to recommend an amendment to
the legislation, and talked personally with Representative Kelly concerning this, it is now my

understanding that EM'S amendments may not fit under the referenced Title.

Should this be the case, | strongly encourage the Committee to sponsor a bill affording similar

benefits to the familiesof EMS providers using the proper Title.

Using the same format but a different Title, | offer the following:

Definition:  “EMS Service”Means a federal, state, or municipal EM S service or regularly
organreed volunteer EM S service certified by the Department of Health and
Social Services in accordance with 7 AAcC 26.330 and/or 7 AAC 26.230 (af &

(18
Justification:

The provision ofemergency medical services potentially places every EMS responder in harms

way on every call As ouch, it seems only right tiiat they be included equivalently with the other

components o f public safety



2-18-1998 4:17PM FROM INTERIOR REG EMS 1 907 456 3970

i
Although they may not always face a bullet or falling ceiling, they actually do face those
eventualities from time to time, particularly in rural Alaska where frequently there are NO

(emphasis added) law enforcement or others to immediately mitigate the scene.

EMS persons:

Routinely are called to intervene in highly volatile and dangerous situations. Included are
domestic disputes, assaults, fires, hostage situations, hazardous materials spills associated
with industrial and motor vehicle accidents and etc. Each o f these life threatening

depending on who answers when they knock on the door.

Routinely are involved in complex extrications, from motor vehicles, down the sides of

cliffs, from ragging rivers and so forth.

- Routinely provide back up for law enforcement personnel, fire fighters and others again

placing them in hanns way.

* Routinely do the same type o f activities as any member o f the public safety team including,
interventions to provide medical and or psychological care, scene control along highways,
mitigation and response in small communities/villages where an entire community may be
involved, complex extrications involving varieties o f dangerous apparatus to remove

injured individuals from motor vehicles, cliffedges, rivers, mountains and so forth.

To me, the bottom line centers on the fact that public safety' has three responding components.
Police, Fire and EMS. Each place the providers in harms way in difierent settings. Each have
individuals killed in the line o f duty, in spite o f aggressive programs to preclude it. To omitEMS
is to miss one third of the public safety team and sends the wrong signal to those who also risk

their lives to save others.

Please do not hesitate to call me if you have any questions.
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News Release

January 26, 1998

Legislation by Rep.ucintative Pete Kelly
HB 334

An Act Waiving State Tuition for Sons or Daughters of a Police
Officer Slain in the Line of Duty.

Representative Kelly described the hill as follows: "With this bill we are adding to
the fairly short list of youth for whom we will waive tuition at our State University.
The University plays an important role in all of our lives, it should be available for
a youth whose parent made the ultimate sacrifice protecting our freedoms."

“This is small compensation to the families of those who have given so much.
Nothing can replace a husband, a wife, a father or a mother. Ihope this hill
shows the families of those who stand in harms way, how much we appreciate
their sacrifice,” said Representative Kelly.

Representative Pete Kelly’s House Bill 334, waiving tuition for sons, daughters
and spouses of police officers slain in the line of duty, is scheduled for a hearing
before House Finance Committee, Tuesday January 27, 1998 at 1:30 PM.
Fairbanks residents may testify via teleconference at the LIO, 119 N Cushman

St., a little after 1:30 PM.

Testimony is expected from University officials, police officers, and firemen. The
University is expected to give their estimate of the cost of this provision, and to
request clarification regarding the duration of the tuition waiver. Firemen are
expected to testify regarding the 6 firemen and women lost in the line of duty
since Territorial days.

Possible amendments include:

1) An applicability section, providing that the bill covers any officer, not
just those lost after the effective date of the legislation.

2) An amendment adding firemen.

3) Aclarification that “remains a student in good standing” applies
through an undergraduate degree, not, for example, through to a PhD.
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January 26, 1998
Committee discussion points

HB 334, Tuition waiver for spouses, sons or daughters of a city or state police
officer killed in the line of duty.

Iam sure the committee is aware that, in Fairbanks, we have suffered the loss of
one of our police officers. Officer Lamb gave his life, shielding others who were

in the line of fire.

In a larger way Officer Lamb gave his life shielding all of us. His sacrifice gives
all of us a glimpse across the thin line of blue that protects our civilization from

the violent among us.

The loss of officer Lamb gave me reason to research the considerations for his
son and widow. lwas surprised to learn that Alaska’s police officers were not
included in the list in AS 14.34.085. Currently we waive tuition for the spouses,
sons and daughters of National Guardsmen and active military killed in the line of

duty.
HB 334 adds police officers to this list.

In your packet Ihave placed a page describing the Alaska Law Enforcement
Officers Memorial. The memorial lists 29 officers killed in the line of duty. The
names of Trooper Bruce Heck and Fairbanks Police officer Kevin Lamm bring

this total to 31.



Afaska Law Enforcement Officers Memorial

Dennis rirtbar Cronin
Alaska Slal* Troopora, Febma.7 18.1074

Earl Rny Hoggnrti

Ketchikan Poiice Department Murch 30.1074

Larry Robert Carr

Alaska State Troopers, December 11,1074

Frank Stuart Rodman
Alaska SW'& Trcopars. Decembor 11.1974

Jonathon Paul Flora
Anchorage Ta'lCe Department, September B, 1975

Richard Jame
Juneau Poﬁlnc]e E)epartment Aprt 17.1979.

ﬂhmn?a Egﬁcwgpg%menl, April 17,1979

eHar” Edward Kiar
Anchorage Police Departrncnl. Qciofcer 25,1980

Roland Edgar Chovallcr, Jr.

Alaska Slate Trocperr, April 4,1982

John David SUmaon
Fish & Wildilid Protection, January 14,1983

Gordon Brewster Bertel
Kodiak Police Department January 15.1353

Troy Lynn Duncon
agk %tale Troopers. Say 10,1904

David Cameron Harris
56lh MP Co. Ft Richardson, July 2 3,1084

tgrtatlous John Chartfo
Alakanuk Police Department, May IC, 1985

3 irtt'— Harry Blddington Henson, Jr.
/. J U X v Anchorago Police Department. .My 17, lefifl

Ronald Eugene 2Imin

Doris V/jyrio Sarbtt VPSO S. Naknak. October 2 2,1SB6

Silka FoliCO Department July 28,18G0 OU e GordF?fbM[%”e
Leroy Gn/vin flohuslov nc 0rage 0! epartment June 6,1989
Department al Fuh & Gamo. March 5. 1564

Anthony Crawford Jonoo
Gary George WohUcf Dillingham Poiica Department, Februa” 12, 1992
Department cf Fish and Game. Match 5. 1954 .

Knrl William relenua
Donald Thomas Dull Juneau Partca Department, May4,1992

Juneau Po'ice Department, Ociote; '9 ,19G4
CtL “Sivaok" Swackhammcr

Kcnnoih Grant Nausko
Cro:g Pot 0o Department, January 3D. 1956 Dopartmont of PubSc Safety, October 11.1594

Benjamin FranklmC ,ong RObert LOt Dlrtkk
Ancnoiagn POltco Depprimoni, January 195 AIJJka.SIan Troopom. October 11,1994
Charles CHm pan Richard $**fy

Rcthef Pclco Dopnrtmenl. Naventor 19. 1972 Arcfroraga Potico Department, Oclobor26.1998

The Journal of the Alaska Peace Officers Association Is dedicated foall
the Peace Officers in Alaska who have been killed in the line of duty since

Statehood.
The names of these fallen officers are engraved on bronze plates on the

pedestal of the statue of ihe Peace Officer, located in front of the Statewide
Scientific Crime Detection Laboratory. 5500 Tudor Road, Anchorage. These
namos, and the statue commemorating their dedication to duty along with
flowers, usually sent anonymous?”, way be viewed at any time.

The memory of their supreme sacrifice lives forever Jnthe tradition of

peace officers throughout Alaska. tf tc.Cc



A laska State F irefighters A ssociation

The Honorable Pete Kelly,
Alaska State House of Representatives

Representative Kelly, Iwrite to you on behalf of the Alaska State Firefighters
Association. In regards to your recently sponsored HB 334 “An Act relating to waiver
of tuition and fees for certain family members of a police officer killed in the line of
duty”, we are in full support. However, we respectfully ask that the Bill be amended
to include Firefighters and Rescuers killed in the line cf duty.

The definition of Firefighters and Rescuers should include- “WWho are members of a
fire department recognized by the State Fire Marshals Office [13 AAC 52.030], and
who are included in a list of members pursuant to 13 AAC 52.040 .

Thank you for considering our request, ifthere are any questions regarding this or
any other fire related items, please dont hesitate to contact us.

President,
Alaska State Firefighters Association

PO Box 240282 364-2998
Douglas, AK 364-2958 Fax
99824



