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RECE,VEq
TO: Senator Lyda Green, Chair RVri
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Senate State Affairs Committee

FROM: Representative Ivan M.

DATE: February 19,1997

RE: Request for Scheduling of Committee Substitute for House Bill 20
(FIN)

| respectfully request the scheduling of CSHB 20 (FIN) : Dog Mushing Contests,
before the Senate State Affairs Committee at your earliest possible convenience.

This bill would allow dog mushers associations to conduct statewide games of
chance on sled dog races that are recognized by the Division of Charitable Gaming.

Thank you for your consideration of my request. Please contact my aide, Tom
Wright, if you require further information or if you have any questions.
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Representative lvan M. lvan
SECTIONAL ANALYSIS-COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE FOR HOUSE BILL 20 (FIN)

Section 1: Amends AS 05.15.180(b) by adding dog mushers' contests to the list of
permissible activities.

Section 2: Amends AS 05.15.690(12) by adding subsection (B) which states that a
game of chance may be conducted by a dog mushers' association in conjunction

with the race.

Section 3. Repeals and reenacts AS 05.15.180 (b). This new section reverts to original
statute to include dog mushers' contests due to the sunset clause which was adopted

with the passage of House Bill 146 in 1995,
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SPONSOR STATEMENT-COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE FOR HOUSE BILL 20 (FIN)

Committee Substitute for House Bill 20 (FIN) would authorize dog mushers'
associations, which run races recognized by the Division of Charitable Gaming, to
conduct statewide games of chance. The division recognizes those associations
which have been in existence for at least three years, have at least 25 Alaskan
members and be a not for profit organization. Prizes of money will be awarded for
the closest guesses of at least three elements of uncertainty about asled dog race that
cannot be determined before the start of the race. The intent is to provide a
mechanism to assist race organizing committees to become financially self-
sufficient.

High profile protests from animal rights activists have caused important corporate
sponsors to withdraw financial support. Committee Substitute for House Bill 20
(FIN) would create a sweepstakes similar to one passed by the previous legislature
for the Iditarod Race Committee and, hopefully, allow sled dog races which do not
have strong financial backing to continue.

Committee Substitute for House Bill 20 (FIN) will allow contestants to purchase
tickets on which the contestant would guess the checkpoints and finish line arrival
times, the temperature when the a particular team crosses the finish line, total
number of dogs that finish the race, etc. The dog mushers' associations wiill
administer the mushers' contests in conjunction with state regulatory authority.
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Chapter 013

Chapter. CHOI3

Source: SCS CSHB 146 (RLS)
Action Date: May 2, 1995
EfTective Date: See Chapter

95

AN ACT
Relating to an Iditarod mushing sweepstakes; and providing for an effective date.

* Section 1. AS 05.15.100(a) is amended to read:

(a) The department may issue a permit to a municipality or qualified organization.
The permit gives the municipality or qualified organization the privilege of conducting bingo,
raffles and lotteries, pull-tab games, ice classics, rain classics, goose classics, mercury classics,
mushing sweepstakes, canned salmon classics, salmon classics, king salmon classics, dog
mushers' contests, fish derbies, and contests of skill.

Sec. 2. AS 05.15.100(a) is repealed and reenacted to read:

(a) The department may issue a permit to a municipality or qualified organization.
The permit gives the municipality or qualified organization the privilege of conducting bingo,
raffles and lotteries, pull-tab games, ice classics, rain classics, goose classics, mercury classics,
canned salmon classics, salmon classics, king salmon classics, dog mushers' contests, fish
derbies, and contests of skill.

Sec. 3. AS 05.15.115(c) is amended to read:

(c) A permittee may not contract with more than one operator at a time to conduct
the same type of activity. For the purposes of this subsection, bingo games, raffles, lotteries,
pull-tab games, ice classics, rain classics, goose classics, mercury classics, mushing
sweepstakes, canned salmon classics, salmon classics, king salmon classics, dog mushers'
contests, fish derbies, contests of skill, and all activities permitted under AS 05.15.100(b) are
each a different type of activity.

Sec. 4. AS 05.15.115(c) is repealed and reenacted to read:

(c) A permittee may not contract with more than one operator at a time to conduct
the Same type of activity. For the purposes of this subsection, bingo games, raffles, lotteries,
pull-tab games, ice classics, rain classics, goose classics, mercury classics, canned salmon
classics, salmon classics, king salmon classics, dog mushers' contests, fish derbies, contests of
skill, and all activities permitted under AS 05.15.100(b) are each a different type of activity.
Sec. 5. AS 05.15.180(b) is amended to read:

(b) With the exception of raffles, lotteries, bingo games, pull-tab games, rain classics,
goose classics, mercury classics, mushing sweepstakes, canned salmon classics, salmon
classics, king salmon classics, and other activities authorized under AS 05.15.100(b), an
activity may not be licensed under this chapter unless it existed in the state in substantially
the same form and was conducted in substantially the same manner before January {, 1959,

* Sec. 6. AS 05.15.180(b) is repealed and reenacted to read:

(b) With the exception of raffles, lotteries, bingo games, pull-tab games, rain classics,
goose classics, mercury classics, canned salmon classics, salmon classics, king salmon classics,



and other activities authorized under AS 05.15.100(b), an activity may not be licensed under
this chapter unless it existed in the state in substantially the same form and was conducted in
substantially the same manner before January 1, 1959.

Sec. 7. AS 05.15.690 is amended by adding a new paragraph to read:

(42) "mushing sweepstakes" means a game of chance where a prize of money is
awarded for the closest guess or guesses of at least three elements of uncertainty about a sled
dog race that cannot be determined before the commencement of the race, and is limited to the
Iditarod Sweepstakes operated and administered by the Iditarod Trail Committee.

Sec. 8. AS 05.15.690(42) is repealed December3l, 1999.
Sec. 9. Sections 2, 4, and 6 take effect January 1, 2000.



Kuskokwim 300 Race Committee
Box 300

P.O.
BethWA% 559

Representative lvan February b, 1996
State of Alaska
Juneau, Alaska
FAX: 465-4589

The Kuskokwim 300 Race Committee is dedicated to promoting and
strengthening the sport and activities related to dog musliing in the Yukon
Kuskokwim Delta. The Committee also participates in educational outreach
projects, and annually marks over 300 miles of established village trails, making
travel saferin our region. In the recent Kuskokwim 300 Family of Races: The
Kuskokwim 300, The Bogus Creek 150, and the Akiak Dash, almost 50 local
teams competed, the actual number of teams in the region is probably 100! In the
past year, the Committee distributed over $100,000 to local mushers and villages
participating in dog mushing events.

The Kuskokwim 300 Race Committee supports House Bill No. 20 relating to
dog mushers' contests.

This amendment would alloiv village dog mushing organizations to establish
contests that would help with local races and dog mushing activities, including
educational outreach on dog care and safety, and trail maintenance.

Beverly Hoffman
Race Manager




Yukon Quest International, L'td
P.O. Box 75015
Fairbanks AK 99707

Representative lvan Ivan
Alaska State Legislature

Juneau AK 9980!
! February Iw 7

Dear Representative lvan,
| am writing you on behalf of tire Yukon Quest International Sled Dog Race

Board of Directors to express our support of HB20.

Staging a quality sled dog racing event requires large infusions of capital, and
any way of making this an easier goal to achieve is highly desirable. HB20 is one way
these goals might be accomplished.

| am sending copies of this letter to members of the Interior Delegation so that

they will be aware of our support for tlus bill.

Sincerely,

Scott Chesnev
President, Yukon Quest International

cc: Mike Miller, Gene Therriault, Al Vezey, Pete Kelly, John Davies, Tom Brice
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