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Senator Terry Mack if
A LASKA  STATE L E G IS L A T U R E  

SPONSOR STATEMENT 

SJR 24, Tongass Land Use Plan

The purpose o f SJR 24 is tw o -fo ld . F irs t, it encourages the U.S. Forest 

Service to b ring the de rade -long deve lopm en t o f the Tongass Land 

Management Plan (T LM P ) to a conc lus ion so the people and 

comm un itie s o f Southeast A laska can move fo rw a rd w ith  the ir 

econom ic and personal lives w ith some degree o f ce rta in ty . The 

reso lu tion supports a leve l o f tim be r harvest from  the Tongass 

N a tiona l Forest su ff ic ie n t to sustain a fo res t produc t in dus try and 

preven t fu rth e r jo b  loss and econom ic d is ru p tio n in Southeast 

A la s k a .

Second ly , the reso lu tion endorses con tinued ove rs ig h t by Congress 

and the A laska Congressiona l de lega tion o f Forest Service 

management a c tiv it ie s re la tin g to the Tongass. Th is endorsement 

urges rev iew  o f the analyses and procedures em ployed by the Forest 

Service to ensure that decis ions a ffe c ting the socia l and econom ic 

w e ll-b e in g o f Southeast comm un itie s are app rop ria te and 

s c ie n t if ic a l ly  c red ib le .

A f te r a decade o f false starts, in te rven ing federa l le g is la tio n , cou rt 

decis ions and several pub lic rev iew d ra fts , the Forest Service 

appears poised to adopt a fin a l vers ion o f the land use management 

plan fo r the Tongass. D u rin g th is tim e period the Southeast economy 

has lost $60 m illio n  in fo res t products pay ro ll and h a lf o f its tim be r 

jobs . The con tinu ing dec line in ava ilab le tim be r supp ly has closed
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tw o pu lp m ills and one sawm ill. W ith o u t a plan that ensures some 

leve l o f harvesting , the existence o f any fo res t product in dus try in 

Southeast A la ska is im probab le .

On December 20, 1996 the Southeast Regiona l T im be r Task Force 

passed a reso lu tion urg ing the Federal governm ent to fin a liz e a plan 

fo r tim be r harvest in the Tongass. The Task Force determ ined that a 

m in im um  annual harvest leve l o f 300 m ill io n  board feet (M M B F ) was 

necessary to reestab lish a v iab le , in teg ra ted tim be r indus try . Th is 

vo lum e has been selected by several Forest Superv isors o f the 

Tongass as the pre fe rred a lte rna tive in prev ious dra fts o f T LM P .

A n y de lay in the fin a liz a tio n o f the Tongass Land Management Plan 

is de trim en ta l to the socia l and econom ic s ta b ility o f Southeast 

A laska . A plan that adopts a m in im um  300 M M B F  tim be r supp ly 

w il l stem the curren t dec line and the associated econom ic depression 

o f Southeast comm un itie s dependent on the fores t p roduc t indus try . 

SJR 24 requests the com p le tion o f the long delayed plan and that it 

in c lu de a 300 M M B F  tim be r harvest leve l.
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OPERATING EXPENDITURES
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Contractual
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Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous_______________

TOTAL OPERATING

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES 

CHANGE IN REVENUES f 1

F I S C A L  N O T E  N o .

Revision Date 3/27/97_____________________________________Dept. Affected ________________________
Title Tongass Land Management Plan________________BRU
__________________________________________________________Component __________________________________
Sponsor Mackie______________________________________ ____ _____________________________

STATE  O F  A L A S K A  Bill Verson: C S S T g  34-
1997 L E G IS L A T IV E  SESSION (S) Publish Date: .3 -3 7 - 9 7
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This resolution will have no fiscal impact on state departments.
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