


STATE OF ALASKA

1997 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
FISCAL NOTE

( No.

Bill Verson: 6 B Q

Revision Date:_____________________

Title: An act relating to municipal capital project

(S) Publish Date:

Dept. Affected: Community & Regional Affairs 
BRU: none

matching grants for a municipality organized under federal Component: none

Sponsor:
Requestor:

Senator Mackie
Senate C&RA

Expenditures/Revenues:

C O M PO N E N T  S E R IA L  NO .

(Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING FY 98 FY 99 FY 00 FY 01 FY 02 FY 03
PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING 0.0

O01cTo 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 o o o o 0.0

REVENUE FUND SOURCE:

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1006 GF/MHTIA 
Other
TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

0 0 0 0 0 0

Estimate o f current (FY97) impact $

ANALYS IS : (A tta ch a separa te page it necessa ry )
This legislation clearly establishes the community of Metlakatla as a municipality for the purposes of 
the Municipal Capital Project Match Program, AS 37.06.010-090. This legislation would have no 
direct fiscal impact on the department. Funds currently maintained by DCRA for Metlakatla under 
the unincorporated capital match program would be transferred to the Municipal Capital Match 
Program Metlakatla account administered by the Department of Administration.

fX /v w /v j}  l*f.aMI/M m ) piPrepared by: Remond Henderson, Director 

Division: Division of Administrative Services

ione: 465-4708

Date: 2/21/97

Approved by Commissioner: 

Agency;___________Mike Irwinrwin, Dept, of Community & Re

Date: 2/21/97

Regional Affairs

P R E P A R E R  T O  P R O V ID E  A L L  D IS T R IB U T IO N  C O P IE S  T O  C -O V E R N O R 'S  L E G IS L A T IV E  O F F IC E

For further distribution information call the Governor's Legislative Office
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( FISCAL N O T E  (

Revision Date: __________________

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

1997 L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S I O N

No . J _

Title: An Act relating to municipal capital project matching grants 
for a municipality organized under federal law as an Indian 
reserve: and providing for an effective date.___________________

Bill Verson: 6 6 9  .

(S) Publish Date: ^3 llO /c7?
Department Affected: Administration________________________

BRU: Administrative Services
Component: Administrative Services

Sponsor: Mackie
Requestor: ( S )  CRA

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES:

COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 46

(Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 98 FY 99 FY 00 FY 01 FY 02 FY 03

PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS

0 0 0 0 0 0

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES I o ! o 0 0 I 0 0

I CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) I 0 0 0 0 0 0

FUND SOURCE: (Thousands cf Dol ars)
1002 Federal Receipts 0 0 0 0 0 0
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health
OTHER
TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate o f any cu rren t year (FY 97) cost: S 0.0 
POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary.)

T h e  adm in is tra tiv e  im pac t on D O A  w ould be very  sm all. A d d in g  on e  g ran tee  to the m un icipa l side o f th is  p rog ram  
w ould  not re s iu lt in a  n eed for add ition a l funds for th e  a dm in is tra t io n  o f  th is  program .

Approved by Commissioner:
Agency: Department oi Administration

PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR'S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE
For further distribution information, call the Governor's Legislative Office

Rev: 11/95
fiscal.sb9

Page 1 of _J__
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SENATE DISTRJCT C 
KODIAK ISLAND 
SOUTHEAST ISLANDS

STATE CAPITOL 
JUNEAU. ALASKA 99801-1181 

(907) 465-4925 
1800) 821-4925 (TOLL FREE) 

(907) 465-3517 (FAX)

S e n a t o r  T e r r y  M a c k i e

ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE

SPONSOR STATEMENT /  SB 9

S B  9 - " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  m u n i c i p a l  c a p i t a l  p r o j e c t  m a t c h i n g  g r a n t s  f o r  a  m u n i c i p a l i t y  
o r g a n i z e d  u n d e r  f e d e r a l  l a w  a s  a n  I n d i a n  r e s e r v e ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . 1*_________

This legislation m a d e  it through the committee process of the House and Senate fast 

session, m a d e  the Senate Calendar, but was not brought up for consideration during 

the final hours of the session.

I introduced this legislation at the request of the Metlakatla Indian Community whe n 

their Municipal Assistance Matching Grant Program appropriation was eliminated 

from the Fiscal Year 96 year budget. Metlakatla qualified for this program under the 

Department of Administration regulations definition for “municipality". However, 

legal analysis found that the statute definition w as not written specific enough to 

include the Metlakatla Indian Community in this program. Since the statute definition 

supersedes the regulatory definition the appropriation was eliminated.

S B  9 A M E N D S  A S  37.06 (Capital Project Matching Grants Programs) by adding a n e w  

section that includes a municipality organized under federal law as an Indian reserve. 

This bill has been drafted to specifically include the Metlakatla Indian Community 

within the Municipal Assistance Matching Grant Program. Metlakatla is the only 

entity in the state that now, or in the future, could qualify under the language 
included in S B  9, Page 1, Lines 6 - 8 .

The community of Metlakatla is definitely more reflective of a municipal government 

and fits more appropriately into the Municipal Capital Matching Grant Program. The 

community has a mayor, city council, school board, constitution, law and order codes, 

police department, court system, etc..

S B  9 specifically removes Metlakatla from the Unincorporated Capital Matching Grant 
Program and specifically includes Metlakatla in the statute provisions for the the 

Municipal Capital Matching Grant Program.



SENATE DISTRICT C 
KODIAK ISLAND 
SOUTHEAST ISLANDS

STATE CAPITOL 
JUNE.AU. ALASKA 99801-1182 

(907) 465-4925 
(800) 821-4925 (TOLL FREE) 

(907) 465-3517 (FAX)

S e n a t o r  I e r r y  M a c k i e

ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE

S B  9 - "A n  A c t r e l a t i n g  t o  m u n ic ip a l  c a p i t a l  p r o je c t  m a tc h in g  g r a n t s  
f o r  a  m u n i c ip a l i ty  o r g a n iz e d  u n d e r  f e d e r a l  la w  a s  a n  In d ia n  
r e s e r v e ;  a n d  p r o v id i n g  f o r  a n  e l e c t i v e  d a t e ." ____________________________

*SECTIONAL AN ALYSIS

‘ S e c t i o n  1 .

amends A S  37.06(Capital Project Matching Grants Program) by adding a 
new section that includes a municipality organized under federal law as an 
Indian reserve.

lines 9-10, eliminates Metlakatla from the Unincorporated Capital 
Project Matching Grants Program under A S  37.06.020.

requires the community to form a community development corporation 
with authority to determine how the grant money will be used, and that the 
governing board of the corporation shall be elected at an annual election open 
to all registered and qualified voting residents of the municipality.

the Department of Administration may distribute money for the 
municipality only after the corporation has delivered a waiver of sovereign 
immunity from legal action by the state to recover all or a portion of the money 
distributed under A S  37.06.010.

‘ S e c t i o n  2 .

provides transition language to provide that the balance of funds in the 
Unincorporated Capital Matching Grant Program be transferred to the 
Department of Administration.

‘Section 3.
provides that SB 9 becomes effective July 1,1997.



£  FISCAL N O T E  £

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  B I L L  N O .  S B  9

1997 L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S I O N

Revision D a te :___________________________________________Department Affected: Administration
Title: An Act relating to municipal capital project matching grants
for a municipality organized under federal law as an Indian BRU: Administrative Services_______
reserve: and providing for an effective date.___________________  Component: Administrative Services
Sponsor: Mackie_______________________________________________________________________________
Requestor: ( S )  C R A ___________________________________ COMPONENT SERIAL NO. . 4 6 _______

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES:_____________________________ (Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 98 FY 99 FY 00 FY 01 FY 02 FY 03

PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS

0 0 0 0 0 0

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
. _ _ _  0-0

I CAPITAL E X P E N D I T U R E S  I 0 0 0 1 0 1 o : 0 1

I C H A N G E  IN R E V E N U E S  f ) I .  . o . 1 . . . 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1

FUND SOURCE:
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health
OTHER
TOTAL

Estimate o f any current year (FY 97) cost: $ 0.0 
POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary.)

T h e  adm in istra tiv e  im pact on D O A  w ould be very sm all. A dd in g  one gran tee to  th e  m un ic ip a l s id e  o f  th is  p rog ram  
w ould not re s iu lt  in  a need fo r add ition a l funds for th e  adm in is tra tion  o f  th is  p rog ram .

Approved by Commissioner:
Agency: Department of Administration

PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR’S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE
For further distribution information, call the Governor's Legislative Office

Rev: 11/95
nscal.sb9
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STATE OF ALASKA
1997 LEGISLATIVE SESSION FISCAL NOTE BILL NO: SB 9

Revision Dale:_________________________________

Title: An act relating to municipal capital project

Dept. Affected: Community & Regional Affairs 
BRU: none

matching grants for a municipality organized under federal Component: none

Sponsor:
Requestor:

Senator Mackie
Senate C&RA

Expenditures/Revenues:

C O M PO N E N T  S E R IA L  NO .

(Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING FY 98 FY 99 FY 00 FY 01 FY 02 FY 03
PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

REVENUE FUND SOURCE:

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1006 GF/MHTIA
Other
TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

0 0 0 0 0 0

Estimate o f current (FY97) impact $

ANAL YSIS: (A tta ch a sepa ra te page it necessary)
This legislation clearly establishes the community of Metlakatla as a municipality for the purposes of 
the Municipal Capital Project Match Program, AS 37.06.010-090. This legislation would have no 
direct fiscal impact on the department. Funds currently maintained by DCRA for Metlakatla under 
the unincorporated capital match program would be transferred to the Municipal Capital Match 
Program Metlakatla account administered by the Department of Administration.

Prepared by: Remond Henderson, Director ( / iw w d l 465-4708

Division: Division of Administrative Services Date: 2/21/97

Approved by C o m m is s io n e r ^ '^ /J , , , o O U ------- 2/21/97

At ency: Mike Irwin, D^pt. of Commurlity & Regional Affairs
P R E P A R E R  T O  P R O V ID E  A L L  D IS T R IB U T IO N  C O P IE S  T O  G O V E R N O R 'S  L E G IS L A T IV E  O F F IC E

For further distribution information call the Governor's Legislative Office

Page 1 of 1



C O U N C I L  A N N E T T E  I S L A N D a  R E S E R V E

M eT ia k a t l a  I n d ia n  c o m m u n it y  . •-

jack I.. r o o im .S h Mayor • ■ "  • POST O m cE  BOX a
JUDHH A. L-Un-H.-StcktTA«Y ESIABUSHED 1337 MfTLAKATLA, ALASKA 9*925

- -  * .. - p h o n f : (907)jss-4441

•sn
* Fax (907) 8«6 3SS8
..Fa x  (907).886-7997

Barbara J. Fawc£tt. TU£Xst;R£R 
January 15, 1996 —

Representative Jerry Mackie 
House o f  Representatives 
State Capitol
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

•At ^  • •
Re: HB361 -  'A n  Act'relating to municipal capital project matching grants for a municipality organized under

federal law as an Indian reserve; and providing for an effective date.’

Dear Representative Mackie:

We appreciate the w ork you have put into this issue during the interim and your sponsoring HB 361 this 
legislative session.

W e received Capital Project Matching Grants funding in FY94 in the amount o f  500,619.00 which went to  the 
fire hall project. In  FY95 we received $58,909.00 which is being allocated to the police departm ent p ro jec t

For FY96, we were allocated $59,421, however, it was then determined that although the matching grant 
regulations explicitly allow M etlakatla to receive funding, the statute that defines municipalities does DOt include 
Metlakatla. W e did not receive this appropriation due to  this legal technicality.

W e never questioned receiving for the Municipal Capital M atching Grant Program  and die Unincorporated 
Capital M atching Gram Program since we w e r  n’t familiar with allocations to other communities and this had 
never been brought to  our attention by the administration o r the  legislature previously.

W e appreciate your active support for passage o f  this legislation which removes us from  the  Unincorporated 
Capital M atching Grant Program completely and specifically includes M etlakatla in the statute provisions for the  
Municipal Capital M atching Gram Program.

Sincerely,

METLAKATLA INDIAN COM M UNITY

^ c k L J BL. Booth, Sr.. Mayor

cc: M etlakatla Indian Community Council Members
Rep. Ivan Ivan CO-chair, House C & RA 
Rep. Alan A ustennan, CO-Chair House C & R A  Committee 
C  A  R A  Committee Members: Rep. Pete Kott, A1 Vezey. Rep 
B ettye Davis, Rep. Kim Elton, Kep. Irene Nicholai, Rep M ackie

JAN-17-1996 11:35
93* P. 01
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LEROY W iioer. p .c .

lA'A 0»HCB
6 2 1 1  i w u o N r a n b e t T  » t o

O l l g O N  ( T | | 4
T £ l £ * H Q M C  ( 10 J)  t A J . O T O S  
P A C O I M ' i e  ( 1 0 2 )  N Z - I 7 M

MEMORANDUM

TO: Sol AtkJnson

FROM : LeRoy W ilder

RE: HBNo. 361 b  s 6 * \

DATE: Jan u ary  20, 1996

I talked y este rd ay  with T am  C ook regarding th e  above  n a m e d  bill. Aa you 
know , HB 361 will m ake M etlakatla eligible for capital project m atching g ran t*  a s  a n  
incorpora ted  municipality. Ms. C ook a n d  I ag reed  th a t th e  lan g u ag e  now  in th e  bill 
d o e s  w hat w e n e e d  It to d o  a n d  that it would not b e  w ise  to modify i t  if a  is 
n e c e s s a ry  to ch an g e  th e  la n g u ag e  to p le a se  the leg islature , w e will do  so  later, b u t for 
now , w e ag ree d  we should  try to  hold w hat w e've g o t

T he problem  Is this. S o m e  leglelators ere fearful tha t this provision, w hich Is 
exclusively  for M etlaketia 's b e n e f i t  will som ehow  o p e n  up  eligibility for cap ita l project 
m atch ing  gran ts to o ther N ative g roups. They a re  c o n c e rn e d  th a t th e  re fe ren c e  to  43  
U .S .C . 1618(a) m ay not b e  restrictive enough. You wilt recall th a t sec tion  1618(a) is 
th e  lang u ag e  In the  A laska N ative C laim s Settlem ent Act tha t te rm in a tes  art 
re se rv a tio n s  in A laska with th e  single, specific excep tion  of the  A nnette Is lands  
R ese rv e . I review ed th e  la n g u ag e  a n d  concluded tha t th e  re fe re n c e  is very  restric tive v 
stkJ will not resu lt in th e  eHgtoiKty of o th e r Native g roups. M oreover, section  1618(a) 
h a s  b e e n  relied upon In th e  p a s t  to distinguish M etlakatla from all o ther N ative g ro u p s  
a n d  it h a s  b een  unchallenged . Thus, I s e e  no re a so n  w hy w e shou ld  no t con tinue to  
rely  o n  this reference  a s  th e  limitation of the biH

You probably know  th a t th e  bill cannot simply s a y  M etlakatla b e c a u se  th e re  a re  
law s against "special" legislation. By referring to the  statu tory  provision, w e  avoid 
say ing  M eliskalla specifically but m ak e  a  reference tha t includes only M etlakatla.
S o u n d s  rather silly, I know, but tha t’s  how  its done. I wilt keop you p o s te d  If I h e a r  
anyth ing  m ore on  this issue .

Po«1-rr Fax Note 7671 IpegM^

To Co a K .  ~ r f o m  l / r
00

H < iz * ______
F o l

Co./D«<X



crpM l 11  M S K
DEPARTMENT OF LAW

OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

March 4, 1996

PLEASE REPLY TO:

a  1031 WEST4THAVENUE. SU ITE200  ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501-199-1 
PHONE: (9 07 )2 69 -5 100

TONY KNOWLES, GOVERNOR

FAX: (9 0 7 )2 76 -3 69 7

Jf)

KEY  BANK BUILDING  100 CUSHMAN ST.. SU IT E 400  
FAIRBANKS, ALASKA 99701-4679  PHONE: (9 07 )451 -2611
FAX: (9 07 )4 51 -2 84 6
P.O. BOX 110300-DIMOND COURTHOUL JUNEA U. ALA SKA 99811-0300  
PHONE: (9 0 7 )4 65 -3 60 0
FAX: (9 0 7 )4 65 -6 73 5

The Honorable Cynthia Toohey 
Alaska State Legislature 
House of Representatives 
State Capitol - Room 104 
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Representative Toohey:

Re: House Bill 361 /  S B ^

Your request to Attorney General Botelho for a written opinion regarding “Indian 
lands” and House Bill 361 has been forwarded to me for a response. In particular, you have asked 
whether HB 361, dealing with municipal capital project matching grants for “a municipality organized 
under federal law as an Indian reserve,” will have any impact on the concerns the Legislature 
expressed regarding the “Indian lands” issues. In short, the answer is no.

Under HB 361, only a municipality1 organized under federal law as an Indian reserve 
that existed before enactment o f 43 U.S.C. 1618(a), which is part o f the Alaska Native Claims 
Settlement Act (ANCSA), and continues in existence under that subsection, is a municipality for 
purposes o f the capital project matching grant program. Metlakatla is the only entity in the state that 
now, or in the future, could qualify under this language of HB 361. The “Indian land” issues raised 
by the Legislature in recent weeks concern areas o f the state which were never Indian reserves, or 
no longer are Indian reserves, organized under federal law before 43 U.S.C. 1618(a) (copy enclosed), 
because ANCSA abolished all reserves other than Metlakatla.

According to officials at the Department of Community and Regional Affairs, the 
current capital project matching grant program statutes, AS 37.06.010 (municipalities) and 
AS 37.06.020 (unincorporated communities), do not adequately account for Metlakatla’s federal 
Indian reserve status and it is unclear under which program Metlakatla falls. HB 361 would adopt

1 We are unaware that federal law provides for organization o f  municipalities as reserves or 
reserves as municipalities. Therefore, it is possible that no entity qualifies under this bill. To avoid 
confusion, “municipality” here should probably be changed to “community” or a similar term.

OVCH.M ■Q} jytoicd on recycled pjoe* O y CO
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a new  section, AS 37.06.040, effectively designating M etlakatla as a municipality for the limited 
purpose o f  qualifying under the municipal capital project matching grant program.

W e hope this adequately addresses your concerns. Please do not hesitate to  call us 
if  you have further questions.

Sincerely,

Representative Toohey March 4, 1996
H B 361  Page two

B ruce M. Botelho 
A ttorney General

Assistant Attorney General

M LV:jn

cc: Representative Jerry M ackie tS*

Kim M etcalf -Helmar 
Legislative Liaison - D CRA

Barbara Ritchie 
Deputy Attorney General

Chrystal Smith 
Legal Administrator

Becky Snow - Assistant A ttorney General 
Fairbanks



HOUSE COMMUNITY AND REG IO N A L A F F A I R S

f  STANDING CO M M ITTEE f
J a n u a r y  1 8 ,  1 9 9 6  

1 :05  p.m .
HB 3 6 1  -  CAP P R O J  MATCHING GRANT FOR IN D IA N  R E S E R V

uf 4 r >  " S  8  °i -  / <Se.zs< 'CJ v ^ (i/!l ‘n )
C O -C H A IR  IVAN n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  p a c k e t s  f o r  HB 3 6 1  c o n t a i n e d  

t h e  b i l l ;  a  z e r o  f i s c a l  n o t e  f r o m  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m m u n i t y  a n d  

R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s  ( D C R A ) ; a  l e t t e r  f r o m  DCRA d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  i m p a c t  

o f  t h e  b i l l ;  a  s p o n s o r  s t a t e m e n t ;  a  s e c t i o n a l  a n a l y s i s ;  a  s u p p o r t  

l e t t e r  f r o m  t h e  C o u n c i l  A n n e t t e  I s l a n d s  R e s e r v e ;  a n d  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  

s t a t u t e s .

R E P R E S E N T A T IV E  A L  V E Z E Y  j o i n e d  t h e  m e e t i n g  a t  1 : 0 7  p . m .

N u m b e r  1 5 6

R E P R E S E N T A T IV E  J E R R Y  M A C K IE ,  s p o n s o r  o f  HB 3 6 1 ,  p r e s e n t e d  t h e  b i l l .  

H e  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  HB 3 6 1  w a s  i n t r o d u c e d  a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  t h e  

M e t l a k a t l a  I n d i a n  C o m m u n i t y .  H e  s a i d  t h a t  w h e n  M e t l a k a t l a ' s  F Y  9 6  

m u n i c i p a l  a s s i s t a n t  m a t c h i n g  g r a n t  p r o g r a m  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  w a s  

e l i m i n a t e d  f r o m  t h e  p r e v i o u s  y e a r ' s  b u d g e t ,  i t  w a s  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  a n  

t e c h n i c a l  o v e r s i g h t  t h a t  HB 3 6 1  w a s  d e s i g n e d  t o  c o r r e c t .

R E P R E S E N T A T IV E  M A C K IE  s t a t e d  t h a t  M e t l a k a t l a  h a d  a l w a y s  q u a l i f i e d  

a s  a  m u n i c i p a l i t y  f o r  t h e  p r o g r a m  u n d e r  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s  r e g u l a t i o n s .  H o w e v e r ,  l e g a l  a n a l y s i s  r e v e a l e d  

t h a t  t h e  s t a t u t o r y  d e f i n i t i o n  w a s  n o t  s p e c i f i c  e n o u g h  t o  i n c l u d e  

t h e  M e t l a k a t l a  I n d i a n  C o m m u n i t y  i n  t h e  p r o g r a m .  S i n c e  t h e  

s t a t u t o r y  d e f i n i t i o n  s u p e r s e d e d  t h e  r e g u l a t o r y  d e f i n i t i o n ,  t h e  

a p p r o p r i a t i o n  w a s  e l i m i n a t e d  a n d  M e t l a k a t l a  s u b s e q u e n t l y  r e c e i v e d  

a  g r a n t  u n d e r  t h e  U n i n c o r p o r a t e d  C o m m u n i t y  C a p i t a l  M a t c h i n g  G r a n t  

P r o g r a m .

R E P R E S E N T A T IV E  M A C K IE  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  HB 3 6 1  a m e n d e d  AS 3 7 . 0 6  b y  

a d d i n g  a  n e w  s e c t i o n  t h a t  i n c l u d e d  a  m u n i c i p a l i t y  o r g a n i z e d  u n d e r  

f e d e r a l  l a w  a s  a n  I n d i a n  r e s e r v e .  H e  a d d e d  t h a t  HB 3 6 1  h a d  b e e n  

d r a f t e d  t o  s p e c i f i c a l l y  i n c l u d e  M e t l a k a t l a  w i t h i n  t h e  M u n i c i p a l  

A s s i s t a n c e  M a t c h i n g  G r a n t  P r o g r a m  a n d  t o  e x c l u d e  t h e m  u n d e r  t h e  

U n i n c o r p o r a t e d  C o m m u n i t y  C a p i t a l  P r o j e c t  M a t c h i n g  G r a n t  P r o g r a m .

H e  n o t e d  t h a t  M e t l a k a t l a  h a d  i n  t h e  p a s t  r e c e i v e d  b o t h  b u t  w o u l d  

n o w  r e c e i v e  o n e  l i k e  e v e r y  o t h e r  c o m m u n i t y  i n  t h e  s t a t e .

N u m b e r  3 4 0

R E P R E S E N T A T IV E  M A C K IE  c o m m e n t e d  t h a t  a l t h o u g h  M e t l a k a t l a  w a s  t h e  

o n l y  I n d i a n  r e s e r v a t i o n  i n  A l a s k a ,  i n  m o s t  a r e a s  i t  f u n c t i o n e d  l i k e  

o t h e r  c o m m u n i t i e s  i n  t h e  s t a t e .  He p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  HB 3 6 1  d i d  n o t  

c r e a t e  a  n e w  p r o g r a m  n o r  g i v e  t h e  M e t l a k a t l a  I n d i a n  C o m m u n i t y  

a n y t h i n g  t h e y  h a d  n o t  r e c e i v e d  i n  t h e  p a s t .  On t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  i t  

a c t u a l l y  r e m o v e d  o n e  o f  t h e  g r a n t s  t h e y  h a d  b e e n  r e c e i v i n g .  T h e  

p u r p o s e  o f  HB 3 6 1  w a s  t o  c l a r i f y  t h e  o r i g i n a l  s t a t u t e  a s  i t  w a s  

i n t e n d e d .

N u m b e r  4 7 1

R E P R E S E N T A T IV E  V E Z E Y  a s k e d  i f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M a c k i e  w o u l d  e l a b o r a t e  

o n  t h e  d o l l a r  a m o u n t s  i n v o l v e d .



(  (
R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  M A C K lb  r e s p o n d e d  t h a t  h e  d i d  n o t  h a v e  u n e  f i g u r e s  i n

f r o n t  o f  h i m .  H e  e m p h a s i z e d  t h a t  M e t l a k a t l a  w a s  n o t  a n  

u n i n c o r p o r a t e d  c o m m u n i t y ;  i t  w a s  i n c o r p o r a t e d  a n d  s h o u l d  b e  t r e a t e d  

a s  s u c h .

N u m b e r  5 8 7

J E A N I E  S M IT H ,  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s i s t a n t  t o  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M a c k i e ,  

i n f o r m e d  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  t h a t  i n  1 9 9 4 ,  M e t l a k a t l a  r e c e i v e d  $ 6 0 , 6 1 9 ;  

i n  1 9 9 5 ,  t h e y  r e c e i v e d  $ 5 8 , 9 0 9 ;  a n d  i n  1 9 9 6 ,  t h e y  w o u l d  h a v e  

r e c e i v e d  $ 5 9 , 4 2 1 .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  1 9 9 6  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  w a s  e l i m i n a t e d  

a n d  t h e y  r e c e i v e d  $ 2 5 , 0 0 0  u n d e r  t h e  u n i n c o r p o r a t e d  c o m m u n i t y  g r a n t .

N u m b e r  6 2 2

R E P R E S E N T A T IV E  V E Z E Y  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  h i s  c o n c e r n  w a s  t h a t  b e c a u s e  

t h e r e  w e r e  2 2 6  n e w  t r i b e s  i n  A l a s k a ,  t h e r e  h a d  b e e n  a  m a j o r  s t e p  

t o w a r d s  c r e a t i n g  2 2 6  n e w  g o v e r n m e n t s .  H e  w o n d e r e d  i f  t h e s e  t r i b e s  

w o u l d  q u a l i f y  u n d e r  t h i s  c a t e g o r y .

R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  M A C K IE  r e p l i e d  t h a t  a l t h o u g h  h e  u n d e r s t o o d  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  V e z e y ’ s  c o n c e r n ,  H 5  3 6 1  d i d  n o t  d e a l  w i t h  a l l  t h e  

I n d i a n  t r i b e s  i n  A l a s k a ,  b u t  m e r e l y  a l l o w e d  t h e  M e t l a k a t l a  I n d i a n  

C o m m u n i t y  t o  b e  t r e a t e d  l i k e  e v e r y  o t h e r  c o m m u n i t y  i n  A l a s k a  t h a t  

h a d  a n  e l e c t e d  m a y o r ,  c i t y  c o u n c i l ,  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t ,  p o l i c e  

d e p a r t m e n t  a n d  s o  f o r t h .  I n  t h e  p r o c e s s ,  i t  a l s o  e l i m i n a t e d  

M e t l a k a t l a ' s  u n i n c o r p o r a t e d  c o m m u n i t y  g r a n t .  He a s s e r t e d  t h a t  HB 

3 6 1  m a d e  a  t e c h n i c a l  c h a n g e  t o  t h e  s t a t u t e  t o  a l l o w  M e t l a k a t l a  t o  

b e  t r e a t e d  l i k e  s i m i l a r  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  w h i c h  w a s  f u l l y  t h e  i n t e n t  o f  

t h e  s t a t u t e  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e .  I n  f a c t ,  h e  a d d e d ,  t h e  p r o g r a m  h a d  

o p e r a t e d  t h a t  w a y  s i n c e  i t s  i n c e p t i o n .  T h e r e  w a s  n o  i n t e n t  t o  

r a i s e  s o v e r e i g n t y  i s s u e s .

N u m b e r  7 4 3

R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  V E Z E Y  s a i d  h e  w o u l d  f e e l  m o r e  c o m f o r t a b l e  i f  t h e  

w o r d i n g  i n c l u d e d  “a s  r e c o g n i z e d  o n  o r  b y *  a  c e r t a i n  d a t e .

R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  M A C K IE  r e f e r r e d  t o  HB 3 6 1 ,  p a g e  1 ,  l i n e  7 ,  w h i c h  

r e a d s ,  "A  m u n i c i p a l i t y  o r g a n i z e d  u n d e r  f e d e r a l  l a w  a s  a n  I n d i a n  

r e s e r v e  t h a t  e x i s t e d  b e f o r e  e n a c t m e n t  o f  4 3  U . S . C .  1 6 1 8 ( a )  a n d  i s  

c o n t i n u e d  i n  e x i s t e n c e  u n d e r  t h a t  s u b s e c t i o n  i s  a  m u n i c i p a l i t y  f o r  

p u r p o s e s  o f  A S  3 7 . 0 6 . 0 1 0  -  3 7 . 0 6 . 0 9 0  . . . . *  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M a c k i e  

s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  w o r d i n g  a c c o m p l i s h e d  w h a t  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  V e z e y  

w a n t e d .  H e  a d d e d  t h a t  M e t l a k a t l a  w a s  t h e  o n l y  m u n i c i p a l i t y  i n  

A l a s k a  m e e t i n g  t h a t  c r i t e r i a .  A l t h o u g h  i t  h a d  n o t  b e e n  

s p e c i f i c a l l y  m e n t i o n e d  b y  n a m e ,  M e t l a k a t l a  w a s  t h e  o n l y  c o m m u n i t y  

t h a t  w o u l d  b e  a f f e c t e d .

C O -C H A IR  IVAN n o t e d  t h a t  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  N i c h o l i a  h a d  j o i n e d  t h e  

m e e t i n g .

N u m b e r  9 2 0

SOLOMON A T K IN SO N , C o u n c i l  M e m b e r ,  M e t l a k a t l a  I n d i a n  C o m m u n i t y ,  

t e s t i f i e d  v i a  t e l e c o n f e r e n c e  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  HB 3 6 1 .  H e  m e n t i o n e d  

t h a t  w i t h  h i m  w a s  M a y o r  J a c k  B o o t h ,  S r .  M r .  A t k i n s o n  p r o v i d e d  

b a c k g r o u n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  t h e  r e a s o n s  f o r  r e q u e s t i n g  t h e

HOUSE CRA BASIS - 1 - 01/18/96



HOUSE ^  RA B A S I S  -  2  -  0 1 / 1 8 / 9 6  f
l e g i s l a t i o n ,  s a y i n g  M e t l a k a t l a  h a d  p r o v i d e d  a l m o s t  a l l  o f  t h e  

s e r v i c e s  a n d  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a v a i l a b l e  i n  a n y  m u n i c i p a l i t y .  He 

a d m i t t e d  M e t l a k a t l a  m i g h t  d i f f e r  f r o m  o t h e r  r e s e r v a t i o n s  i n  t h e  

L o w e r  4 8  i n  t h a t  t h e y  t r i e d  t o  w o r k  c l o s e l y  w i t h  s u r r o u n d i n g  

c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  t h e  s t a t e  o f  A l a s k a .  T h e y  w e r e  s e e k i n g  

c l a r i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  s t a t u t e  a n d  w e r e  a w a r e  t h a t  t h e y  w o u l d  b e  

e l i m i n a t i n g  f u n d i n g  u n d e r  t h e  u n i n c o r p o r a t e d  c o m m u n i t y  g r a n t  

p r o g r a m .

N u m b e r  1 1 7 3

JA C K  FA R G N O L I,  S e n i o r  P o l i c y  A n a l y s t ,  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  D i r e c t o r ,

O f f i c e  o f  M a n a g e m e n t  a n d  B u d g e t  (O M B ) ,  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  G o v e r n o r ,  

c o n c u r r e d  w i t h  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M a c k i e  o n  t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  

h i s t o r y  a n d  o r i g i n a l  i n t e n t  o f  t h e  b i l l .  'H e  s a i d  OMB h a d : h e l p e d  

d r a f t  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  a n d  t h e  o r i g i n a l  i n t e n t  w a s  t o  h a v e  .\»r«£*

M e t l a k a t l a  t r e a t e d  a s  a  m u n i c i p a l i t y  u n d e r " M e ? ' p r o g r a m ,  l a r g e l y  o n  

t h e  g r o u n d s  t h a t  i t  f u n c t i o n e d  a s  a  m u n i c i p a l i t y .  T h e  t e c h n i c a l  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  w a s  n o t  w h a t  t h e y  h a d  i n t e n d e d  b u t  h a d  b e e n  b r o u g h t  

t o  O M B ' s  a t t e n t i o n  b y  T a m a r a  C o o k  o f  t h e  L e g a l  S e r v i c e s  D i v i s i o n .

M r .  F a r g n o l i  o f f e r e d  t o  a n s w e r  q u e s t i o n s  a n d  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  

G o v e r n o r  s u p p o r t e d  M e t l a k a t l a ' s  b e i n g  t r e a t e d  a s  a  m u n i c i p a l i t y  a n d  

b e i n g  t a k e n  o u t  o f  t h e  u n i n c o r p o r a t e d  s i d e  o f  t h e  p r o g r a m .

N u m b e r  1 2 4 0

R E P R E S E N T A T IV E  KOTT m e n t i o n e d  t h a t  f o r  1 9 9 6 ,  M e t l a k a t l a  w a s  

a l l o c a t e d  $ 5 9 , 0 0 0  u n d e r  t h e  m a t c h i n g  g r a n t  r e g u l a t i o n s .  He 

w o n d e r e d  w h a t  w o u l d  h a p p e n  t o  t h o s e  f u n d s  i f  M e t l a k a t l a  b e c a m e  a  

m u n i c i p a l i t y .

MR. FARGNOLI r e s p o n d e d  t h a t  h e  b e l i e v e d  HB 3 6 1  e x p l i c i t l y  p r o v i d e d  

f o r  M e t l a k a t l a  t o  r e t a i n  p r i o r  b a l a n c e s  a n d  c a r r y  t h o s e  b a l a n c e s  

w i t h  t h e m  t o  t h e  m u n i c i p a l  s i d e  o f  t h e  l i n e .  He e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  w a s  

h o w  OMB h a d  t r e a t e d  t h e  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  o t h e r  c o m m u n i t i e s  t h a t  h a d  

c r o s s e d  o v e r  t h e  l i n e  f r o m  o n e  s t a t u s  t o  a n o t h e r .  H e  a d d e d  t h a t  

t h e  o r i g i n a l  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  b i l l  w a s  t o  a l l o w  c o m m u n i t i e s  t o  

a c c u m u l a t e  m o n e y ,  f o r  u p  t o  f i v e  y e a r s ,  s o  t h e y  c o u l d  a g g r e g a t e  

a m o u n t s  l a r g e  e n o u g h  t o  f u n d  s i g n i f i c a n t  p r o j e c t s .  R e g a r d l e s s  o f  

t h e  r e a s o n  w h y  a  c o m m u n i t y  c h a n g e d  s t a t u s ,  OMB h a d  n o  c o m p e l l i n g  

i n t e r e s t  i n  m a k i n g  c o m m u n i t i e s  e i t h e r  l o s e  o r  g a i n  f u n d s .  T h u s ,  h e  

s a i d ,  OMB h a d  t r i e d  t o  t a k e  a  n e u t r a l  s t a n c e .

N u m b e r  1 3 2 8

K IM B E R L Y  M ET C A L FE -H E L M A R , S p e c i a l  A s s i s t a n t ,  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  

C o m m i s s i o n e r ,  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m m u n i t y  a n d  R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s  ( D C R A ) , 

s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  a n y o n e  h a v i n g  s p e c i f i c  q u e s t i o n s  c o n t a c t  T e n a  

B a v a r d ,  G r a n t s  A d m i n i s t r a t o r  f o r  DCRA, w h o  r u n s  t h e  U n i n c o r p o r a t e d  

C o m m u n i t y  C a p i t a l  P r o j e c t  M a t c h i n g  G r a n t  P r o g r a m .  M s .  M e t c a l f e -  

H e l m a r  s t a t e d  t h a t  DCRA h a d  n o  p r o b l e m s  w i t h  t h e  b i l l ,  w h i c h  

c l e a r e d  u p  a n  a m b i g u i t y  i n  c u r r e n t  l a w .  T h e y  v i e w e d  i t  a s  a  

h o u s e k e e p i n g  m e a s u r e  w i t h  n o  f i s c a l  i m p a c t .

N u m b e r  1 3 6 0

REPRESENTATIVE NICHOLIA commented that HB 361 was a good bill that



w a s  n e e d e d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  M e t l a k a t l a .  S h e  m a d e  a  m o t i o n  t o  m o v e( f
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t h e  b i l l  t o  a n o t h e r  c o m m i t t e e .

C O -C H A IR  IVAN a s k e d  t o  h e a r  f r o m  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M a c k i e  b e f o r e  

t a k i n g  u p  t h e  m o t i o n .

N u m b e r  1 3 7 9

R E P R E S E N T A T IV E  M A C K IE  e x p r e s s e d  t h a t  h e  d i d  n o t  r e a l i z e  t h e  

c o m m i t t e e  w a s  t o  t h a t  p o i n t  y e t  a n d  n o t e d  t h a t  o t h e r s  i n  t h e  

a u d i e n c e  f r o m  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a n d  t h e  L e g a l  S e r v i c e s  D i v i s i o n  

c o u l d  a n s w e r  a n y  q u e s t i o n s .  He s a i d  h e  h a d  r e p r e s e n t e d  M e t l a k a t l a  

f o r  s i x  y e a r s .  M e t l a k a t l a  p a r t i c i p a t e d  l i k e  a n y  o t h e r  c o m m u n i t y  i n  

A l a s k a ;  t h e y  o p e r a t e d  t h e  s a m e  v / a y ,  e d u c a t e d  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  t h e  

s a m e  w a y ,  a n d  t o o k  p a r t  i n  n u m e r o u s  s t a t e w i d e  p r o g r a m s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  

s t a t e  a n d  f e d e r a l  e l e c t i o n s .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M a c k i e  c o m m e n t e d  t h a t  

i t  w a s  s o m e t i m e s  d i s c o u r a g i n g  t o  M e t l a k a t l a  r e s i d e n t s  t o  b e  t r e a t e d  

a s  i f  t h e i r  c o m m u n i t y  w a s  d i f f e r e n t .  T h e  r e a s o n  t h e y  w e r e  a n  

I n d i a n  c o m m u n i t y  u n d e r  f e d e r a l  l a w  w a s  d u e  t o  a n  a r r a n g e m e n t  m a d e  

w i t h  t h e  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  y e a r s  b e f o r e .

R E P R E S E N T A T IV E  M A C K IE  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  w h e n  t h e  A l a s k a  N a t i v e  

C l a i m s  S e t t l e m e n t  A c t  (ANCSA) w a s  i n s t i t u t e d  a n d  c o m m u n i t i e s  a c r o s s  

t h e  s t a t e  a c q u i r e d  c o r p o r a t i o n s ,  l a n d  a n d  m o n e y ,  M e t l a k a t l a  

r e c e i v e d  n o n e  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  p r e v i o u s  s e t t l e m e n t  w i t h  t h e  f e d e r a l  

g o v e r n m e n t .  I n  n o  w a y  w a s  M e t l a k a t l a  a  r i c h  c o m m u n i t y  w i t h  a  l a r g e  

i n f l u x  o f  f e d e r a l  f u n d s ;  i n  m a n y  w a y s ,  i t  w a s  l e s s  a d v a n t a g e d  t h a n  

o t h e r  A l a s k a  c o m m u n i t i e s .  T h e y  s i m p l y  w a n t e d  t o  b e  t r e a t e d  f a i r l y  

l i k e  o t h e r  c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  t o  h a v e  t h e  l a n g u a g e  c l a r i f i e d .

N u m b e r  1 4 7 9

R E P R E S E N T A T IV E  V E Z E Y  r e i t e r a t e d  t h a t  h i s  c o n c e r n  w a s  o v e r  w h o  e l s e  

m i g h t  b e  i n c l u d e d  u n d e r  t h e  b i l l .  He a s k e d  w h e n  4 3  U . S . C .  1 6 1 8 ( a )  

w a s  e n a c t e d .

MR. FA RG NO LI d e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  L e g a l  S e r v i c e s  D i v i s i o n  f o r  a  

r e s p o n s e .

N u m b e r  1 5 1 0

TAMARA COOK, D i r e c t o r ,  L e g a l  S e r v i c e s  D i v i s i o n ,  s a i d  s h e  d i d  n o t  

k n o w  t h e  a n s w e r  t o  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  V e z e y ' s  q u e s t i o n  b u t  c o u l d  f i n d  

o u t .  S h e  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  a s  s h e  u n d e r s t o o d  i t ,  u n d e r  ANCSA, I n d i a n  

a n d  E s k i m o  g r o u p s  a r o u n d  t h e  s t a t e  w e r e  g i v e n  t h e  o p t i o n  o f  g o i n g  

t o  r e s e r v a t i o n  s t a t u s  a k i n  t o  t h a t  i n  t h e  L o w e r  4 8  o r  g o i n g  w i t h  

t h e  n e w  c o r p o r a t e  f o r m  o f  g o v e r n m e n t .  M e t l a k a t l a  w a s  t h e  o n l y  

g r o u p  t h a t  e l e c t e d  r e s e r v a t i o n  s t a t u s .  I t  i s  o r g a n i z e d  a s  a  

r e s e r v a t i o n  a l o n g  t h e  s a m e  l i n e s  a s  o t h e r  I n d i a n  r e s e r v a t i o n s  i n  

t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .

M S .  COOK c o n t i n u e d ,  s a y i n g  o t h e r  g r o u p s  u n d e r  ANCSA h a d  e l e c t e d  

c o r p o r a t e  s t a t u s .  U l t i m a t e l y ,  1 3  N a t i v e  c o r p o r a t i o n s  w e r e  

e s t a b l i s h e d .  M e t l a k a t l a  h a d  n o  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  i n  t h o s e  N a t i v e  

c o r p o r a t i o n s .  M s .  C o o k  s a i d  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  V e z e y  w a s  c o r r e c t  t h a t  

t h e r e  w e r e  o t h e r  f e d e r a l  l a w s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  I n d i a n  R e o r g a n i z a t i o n  

A c t  ( I R A )  u n d e r  w h i c h  I R A  c o u n c i l s  w e r e  c r e a t e d ,  a l l o w i n g  N a t i v e



c o r p o r a t i o n s  t o  f o r m  g o v e r n m e n t s .  H o w e v e r ,  M e t l a k a t l a  w a s  t h e  o n l y  

A l a s k a  g r o u p  t h a t  w a ^  n  e s t a b l i s h e d  I n d i a n  r e s e r v e .  ^  . C o o k  s a i d
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s h e  d i d  n o t  b e l i e v e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  f o r m  a n o t h e r  I n d i a n  r e s e r v e  

c u r r e n t l y  e x i s t e d  i n  A l a s k a .  I n  e i t h e r  c a s e ,  t h e  l a n g u a g e  w a s  

d r a f t e d  s o  t h a t  i f  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  a n o t h e r  I n d i a n  r e s e r v e  w e r e  

f o r m e d ,  i t  w o u l d  n o t  q u a l i f y  u n d e r  t h e  t e r m s  o f  HB 3 6 1  b e c a u s e  

M e t l a k a t l a  w a s  t h e  o n l y  o n e  i n  e x i s t e n c e  b e f o r e  ANCSA t h a t  

c o n t i n u e d  i n  t h a t  s t a t u s .  I t s  r e s e r v a t i o n  w a s  n e v e r  d i s s o l v e d .

N u m b e r  1 6 0 9

C O -C H A IR  IVAN n o t e d  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  h a d  b e e n  j o i n e d  b y  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  

E l t o n .

R E P R E S E N T A T IV E  V E Z E Y  w o n d e r e d  w h e t h e r  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  C o n g r e s s  

w e r e  p r e c l u d e d  f r o m  r e w r i t i n g  T i t l e  4 3  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  C o d e ,  

c r e a t i n g  a  n e w  S e c t i o n  1 6 1 8 ( a ) .

M S .  COOK r e s p o n d e d  t h a t  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  C o n g r e s s  c o u l d  a m e n d  : h e  

c o d e .  H o w e v e r ,  s h e  s a i d ,  t h e  t e s t  u n d e r  A l a s k a  l a w  w o u l d  b e  1 )  

w h e t h e r  t h e  I n d i a n  o r  E s k i m o  g r o u p  e x i s t e d  a s  a  r e s e r v a t i o n  p r i o r  

t o  t h e  e n a c t m e n t  o f  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  f e d e r a l  l a w  a n d  2 )  w h e t h e r ,  

u n d e r  t h e  t e r m s  o f  t h a t  l a w ,  i t  c o n t i n u e d  i n  e x i s t e n c e  a s  a  

r e s e r v e ,  w h i c h  w a s  a  h i g h l y  s p e c i f i c  s t a t u s  u n d e r  f e d e r a l  l a w .

N u m b e r  1 6 5 8

R E P R E S E N T A T IV E  V E Z E Y  a s k e d  i f  t h e r e  w e r e  s o m e  r e a s o n  t h e  l a n g u a g e  

i n  HB 3 6 1  w o u l d  b e  s u p e r i o r  t o ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  p u t t i n g  i n  a  c a l e n d a r  

d a t e .

M S . COOK r e p l i e d  t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  c e r t a i n l y  p u t  i n  a  c a l e n d a r  d a t e .

R E P R E S E N T A T IV E  V E Z E Y  a s k e d  a g a i n  w h e t h e r  t h e  p r o p o s e d  l a n g u a g e  

w o u l d  b e  s u p e r i o r .

N u m b e r  1 6 8 8

M S .  COOK s a i d  s h e  d i d  n o t  k n o w  t h a t  i t  w o u l d  b e  s u p e r i o r .  S h e  

e x p l a i n e d  t h e  w o r d i n g  w a s  t a k e n  f r o m  a  s t a t u t e  a l r e a d y  o n  t h e  

b o o k s .  I n  1 9 8 6 ,  s h e  s a i d ,  t h e  m u n i c i p a l  a s s i s t a n c e  p r o g r a m ,  a  

l a r g e  s t a t e  a i d  p r o g r a m ,  w a s  e x p a n d e d  t o  i n c l u d e  M e t l a k a t l a  a s  a  

m u n i c i p a l i t y .  T h e  l a n g u a g e  i n  HB 3 6 1  w a s  m o d e l e d  a f t e r  t h e  

m u n i c i p a l  a s s i s t a n c e  p r o g r a m  l a n g u a g e .  M s .  C o o k  s a i d  s h e  h a d  u s e d  

t h a t  w o r d i n g  b e c a u s e  t h e  s t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  a l r e a d y  h a d  e x p e r i e n c e  

m a n i p u l a t i n g  t h a t  l a n g u a g e  i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  a n  a i d  p r o g r a m .

H o w e v e r ,  s h e  a d d e d ,  t h e r e  w a s  n o  r e a s o n  w h y  t h e  l a n g u a g e  c o u l d  n o t  

b e  c h a n g e d  t o  i n c l u d e  a  p a r t i c u l a r  d a t e .

N u m b e r  1 7 1 8

R E P R E S E N T A T IV E  V E Z E Y  c o m m e n t e d  t h a t  a s  f a r  a s  h e  w a s  c o n c e r n e d ,  

t h e y  c o u l d  u s e  j u s t  a b o u t  a n y  h a r d  d a t e .  He s t a t e d  h i s  c o n c e r n  w a s  

t h a t  i f  p a r t  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  C o d e  w e r e  t o  b e  r e w r i t t e n  a n d  

r e n u m b e r e d ,  • i t  m i g h t  a f f e c t  t h e  l a w  i n  q u e s t i o n .  H e  a s k e d  f o r  

c o n f i r m a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  l a n g u a g e  w a s  w r i t t e n  i n  n u m e r o u s  o t h e r  A l a s k a  

s t a t u t e s .



M S. COOK r e s p o n d e d  t ^  . n o ,  s h e  w a s  a w a r e  o f  o n l y  o n o f  ; h e r  A l a s k a  

s t a t u t e  w h e r e  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  a p p e a r e d  i n  t h a t  f o r m ,  w h i c h  w a s  t h e
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s t a t u t e  a d d r e s s i n g  t h e  m u n i c i p a l  a s s i s t a n c e  p r o g r a m .  S h e  a d d e d  

t h a t  i t  h a d  b e e n  o n  t h e  b o o k s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  t e n  y e a r s  i n  t h a t  f o r m .  

S h e  d i d  n o t  k n o w  t h a t  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  h a d  c a u s e d  a  p r o b l e m  w i t h  

r e s p e c t  t o  t h a t  p r o g r a m .

N u m b e r  1 7 5 8

C O -C H A IR  IVAN c o m m e n t e d  t h a t  h i s  o w n  c o m m u n i t y  h a d  b e e n  r e c o g n i z e d  

a s  a  r e s e r v a t i o n  p r i o r  t o  s t a t e h o o d .  W h en  t h e y  w e r e  p r o v i d e d  t h e  

o p t i o n  u n d e r  ANCSA o f  r e m a i n i n g  a  r e s e r v a t i o n  o r  i n c o r p o r a t i n g  

u n d e r  A l a s k a  l a w ,  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  o p t e d  o u t  o f  t h e  r e s e r v a t i o n  s y s t e m  

a t  t h a t  t i m e .  He a s k e d  i f  t h e r e  w e r e  q u e s t i o n s  o r  c o m m e n t s .

N u m b e r  1 7 9 7

R E P R E S E N T A T IV E  N IC H O L IA  m a d e  a  m o t i o n  t o  m o v e  HB 3 6 1  o u t  o f  t h e  

H o u s e  C o m m u n i t y  a n d  R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e .  T h e r e  b e i n g  n o  

o b j e c t i o n ,  i t  w a s  s o  o r d e r e d  a n d  HB 3 6 1  m o v e d  f r o m  t h e  c o m m i t t e e .


