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FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. CSSB 70 M
1997 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

A N A L Y S I S :  ( c o n t i n u e d )

Th is  sponsor su b s titu te  m ak e s  it  a s tr ic t liab ility  offense to d ischarge  a firea rm  a t o r  in  th e  d ire c tion  o f  an  o ccup ied  
build ing , pun ishab le  by up  to  10 yea rs  in ja i l and  a  $ 5 0 ,0 0 0  fine. It c rea tes an  anom aly  in th e  A la sk a  S ta tu te s , w h ich  
norm ally  pun ish  con du c t by con s id e r in g  the pe rpe tra to r 's  m en ta l s ta te  (in ten tion a l crim es a re  p u n ish ed  m ore  severe ly  
than  reck less o r n eg ligen t c r im es ) a s well as the re su lt (th e  seriousness o f  the in ju ry  o r  dam age).

T h e  D epa rtm en t o f  L aw  h a s  e s t im a te d  an  in crease  in th e  num bers o f  se riou s fe lony offenses due  to th is  leg is la tiv e  
change. C u rren tly  su ch  an  o ffen se  w ould not be ch arged  o r  w ould be ch arged  as a  m uch less se riou s  c r im e  o f  re ck le ss  
endangerm en t (a m isd em ean o r ) and  often p rosecu ted  by the local m un icip a lity . T h e  P ub lic  D e fen d e r con cu rs  in th is  
analysis , and  p red ic ts  a s e r io u s  in crease  in these fe lon ies, p a rticu la r ly  in A n chorage . T h e re fo re , a  p a r t -t im e  fe lony  
a tto rn ey  position  is req u e s ted  fo r A nchorage .

O f note : It is qu estion ab le  w h e th e r  the Due P rocess c lau se  o f the A la sk a  C on s titu tion , A r t . I, S e c t ion  7  pe rm its  
im posing cr im in a l san ction s fo r  an  offense in th e  absen ce  o f  a m in im ally  adequate  level o f  m ens re a . (B e ran  v. S ta te . 
705  P .2d  1 28 0  (A la sk a  A p p . 1 9 8 5 )) .

@/LEG97/@ KP6/2 Page_2_ of_2_
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T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  a n t i c i p a t e s  t h e  n e e d  f o r  o n e - h a l f  a n  a t t o r n e y  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  A n c h o r a g e  D i s t r i c t  A t t o r n e y ' s  
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a t t o r n e y ' s  c l e r i c a l  b u r d e n  c a n  b e  h a n d l e d . ) _____________________ J
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S e n a t o r  D a v e  D o n l e y

A LA SK A  STA TE L E G ISL A T U R E

SPONSOR STATEMENT 
FOR SENATE BILL 70 (JUD)

"UNLAW FUL DISCHARGES OF FIREARM S"

Senate Bill 70 p rov ides s trong  new  deterren ts to ind iv iduals  w ho un law fu lly  
d ischarge firearm s at build ings ur dwellings.

Last year an A nchorage fam ily w as aw oken in the m idd le  of the n igh t to a 
barrage of gunfire. The next day, the A nchorage Police D epartm en t found 
five bullets lodged in various locations of the fam ily 's hom e. Juneau  has 
w itnessed  seven separate  accounts of shootings at dw ellings in the last year 
alone. U nder cu rren t s ta te  law , the  u n la w fu l d ischarge  of a firearm  a t a 
b u ild in g  is on ly  a m isdem eanor.

Senate Bill 70 creates a n ew  class B felony offense for the unlaw ful d ischarge 
of firearm s at or in the direction of a dw elling. The legislation also creates a 
class B felony offense for d ischarging a firearm  in the direction of a bu ild ing  
and  it is occupied or w ith  reckless disregard  to p roperty  o r a risk of physical 
injury to a person.

Senate Bill 70 ad d resses  the problem  of ran d o m  reckless d isch arg es  of 
firearm s by in s titu tin g  tough new penalties on those in d iv id u a ls  w ho not 
only endanger p roperty  b u t innocent lives as well.

D D /jja
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MEMBER: Senate Finance Comm ittee • Legislative Budget &  A ud it Com m ittee
• Senate Community &  Reg ional A ffa irs C om m ittee
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Palmer

Pres. Mat-Su Chapter

Steve Heckman, Member 
Fairbanks

Pres. Farthest North Chapter
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  

S t a t e  C a p i t o l  (MS 3100)
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2

D e a r  S e n a t o r  D o n l e y ,

O n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  P e a c e  O f f i c e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  I 
w o u l d  l i k e  to t h a n k  y o u  f o r  i n t r o d u c i n g  S e n a t e  B i l l  70 
r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  u n l a w f u l  d i s c h a r g e  o f  f i r e a r m s  a t  

b u i l d i n g s .  A t  a r e c e n t  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  A P O A  S t a t e  B o a r d  
L e g i s l a t i v e  S u b c o m m i t t e e ,  w e  d e c i d e d  t o  u n a n i m o u s l y  

s u p p o r t  t h i s  b i l l .  W e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  

w i l l  h e l p  p r o v i d e  s t r o n g e r  p r o s e c u t i o n  f o r  o f f e n s e s  o f  
t h i s  n a t u r e  a n d  w i l l  s e n d  o u t  a c l e a r  m e s s a g e  o f  

d e t e r r e n c e .

W e  e n c o u r a g e  y o u  to c a l l  o n  u s  w h e n  t h e r e  a r e  h e a r i n g s  

o n  t h i s  b j l l ,  s o  t h a t  w e  m a y  t e s t i f y  a b o u t  t h e  n e e d  
f o r  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .  If y o u  n e e d  a s s i s t a n c e  a s  y o u  
s h e p h e r d  t h i s  b i l l  t h r o u g h  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  p r o c e s s ,  
p l e a s e  c a l l  m e  a t  4 5 1 - 5 3 1 6 ,  o r  o u r  b u s i n e s s  m a n a g e r ,  

J o s e p h  Y o u n g  at 2 7 7 - 0 5 1 5 .

S i n c e r e l y ,

M i c h a e l  C o r k i l l  
A P O A  S t a t e  P r e s i d e n t


