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V.

CALL TO ORDER: Senate Rules Committee on
W ednesday, February 26th, 1997 in Room 203

of the Capitol Building a't (time).
ROLL CALL:
Kelly .o, Leman.... Taylor....
Torgerson Duncan ...

AGENDA ITEMS:

1) SB 7 - Hunting, Fishing, and Trapping Fees
(Senator Donley)

2) SB 38 - Relating to Anatomical Gifts and
Living Wills (Senator Taylor)

3) SB 84 - Relating to Assets of the University
of Alaska (Senator Wilken)

4) HB 43 - Relating to Registration of Vehicles
and Municipal Taxation (Rp. Mulder)

MOTION:

Move to pass SB 7, SB 38, SB 84, and HB 43
from committee with individual recommenda-
tions, and to calendar them for Senate floor
votes at the discretion of the <chairman.
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Sponsor Statement

Senate Bill 38

This legislation modifies existing statute dealing with living wills and
would add to that statute a provision by which those who execute
living wills can choose to become organ or tissue donors. By adding
this provision to the statutory ianguage of a living will, loved ones and
health professionals would be fully informed of the wishes of family
members and patients.

We live in a technological age in which the need for tissue and organ
donation has found a much greater demand than supply. While it is
not a legitimate function of government to dictate whether or not a
person should become an organ or tissue donor, it is certainly a wise
practice for government to facilitate this process.

In addition to adding anatomical gifts to the language of a living will,
Senate Bill 38 would also instruct the Division of Motor Vehicles to
indicate on drivers' licenses not only the fact that the bearer has
elected to become an organ donor, but also that the individual has a
living will.

Other than nominal expenses, this legislation should cost little to
enforce, but may become invaluable if it increases Alaskans'
participation in organ and tissue donation. Certainly any one of us, our
families and loved ones, could benefit by an organ or tissue donation
made less complicated by this bill.

To get an idea of the scope of organ transplants involving Alaskans, we
contacted the Center for Transplant Services at the University of
W ashington Hospital.

Sponsor Statement - SB 38

Page Two

Since 1989, 19 Alaskans have received Kkidney transplants through that
facility. Twelve Alaskans have received liver transplants and one state
resident received both a kidney and a pancreas.

To understand the need to make organ donation as uncomplicated as
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possible, I would like to point out that as of January 24, 1997, this one
facility had a waitlist of 20 Alaskans in need of kidney transplants, 11
seeking donor livers and one state resident waiting for a donated

pancreas.

The Virginia-based United Network for Organ Sharing, the national
clearing house for organ transplants, has es Alaskans on their waitlist.

Since 1988, the United Network for Organ Sharing documents 207
Alaskans who have received donor organs.

I ask your support for Senate Bill 38.



