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“An Act relating to the use of force by peace officers and correctional 
officers.”

SB 309 will protect law enforcement officers from legal action when acting 
within their training and operational guidelines. The use o f non-lethal 
munitions, such as rubber bullets and bean bag rounds, are an accepted 
method o f rendering certain suspects harmless without doing long-term or 
permanent injury. A bean bag round or other non-lethal projectile is 
designed to serve as a far reaching baton which does not require the officer 
to get too close to a person who might want to harm themselves or others. 
However, accidents do happen. It is this unlikely accident that SB 309 
addresses.

Under current law, a * fully trained police officer acting within 
departmental guidelines could be held civilly liable for injuries resulting 
from the use of non-lethal projectiles. SB 309 would protect law 
enforcement officers and continue to allow police departments the full range 
of tools needed to protect the citizens of Alaska.
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B e a n b a g  d r a w s . 

b r u i s e ,  n o t  b l o o d

By RACHEL D’ORODaily News reporter
A  w om an  s a t  on th e  s tep s  

ou ts id e  o f  h e r  M uldoon  hom e 
T u esd a y  w ith  a  b u tc h e r  kn ife 
in  h e r  h an d .

T w en ty  fe e t  aw ay , A nchor­
a g e  po lice c ro u ch ed  b eh in d  a  
m ailbox, a  p a rk e d  c a r  an d  a 
snow  b e rm  in  c a s e  th e  w om an 
c h a rg ed  th e m  w ith  th e  knife.

Sobbing, sh e  to ld  o fficers  
sh e  w an ted  to  h u r t  herself. 
She a sk ed  p o lice  to  kill her. 
T h en  sh e  p re s se d  th e  k n ife  to 
h e r  w rist.

A  m e m b e r  o f  th e  C risis In ­
te rv e n t io n  R e s p o n s e  T eam  
to o k  a im  a n d  sh o t th e  w om an 
in  th e  th igh . B u t in s te a d  o f  a  
b u lle t, h e  f i r e d  a  b ean b ag  
m ad e  fro m  lead  sh o t an d  can ­
v as. T h e  ro u n d , f la t  b u lle t 
sh o t o u t o f  a  37 m m  tea r-g as  
g u n  only  b ru is e d  th e  w om an. 
S h e  d ro p p e d  th e  k n ife  and  
en d e d  u p  in  th e  h o sp ita l fo r  
p s y c h ia tr ic  ev a lu a tio n .

A n c h o ra g e  p o lic e  have  
jo in ed  a. g ro w in g  n u m b e r of 
la w  e n f o rc e m e n t  a g e n c ie s  
a c ro s s  th e  c o u n try  to  add  
b e a n b ag  am m u n itio n  to  th e ir  
c a c h e  o f  w h a t  a r e  ca lled  
“ le s s - le th a l” w e a p o n s . T he 
id ea  o f  sh o o tin g  b ean b ag s  is 
d e c a d e s  old b u t in  th e  la s t 
fe w  y e a rs  h a s  b ee n  re fin ed  to 
m a k e  th e m  m o re  a c c u ra te  ’ 
an d  e a s ie r  to  use.

T h e  te c h n o lo g y  b ecam e  
p a r t  o f  th e  A n c h o rag e  a rse ­
n a l tw o  y e a rs  ago, b u t CIRT 
o f f ic e r s  u se  i t  v e r y  in fre ­
q u e n tly  an d , so  fa r ,  only in 
c e r ta in  c a s e s  o f  a ttem p ted  
su ic id e . A lask a  S ta to  T roop­
e r s  h av e  n e v e r  u sed  th e  bu l­
le ts .  a l th o u g h  th e y ’ve had  
th em  on h a n d  fo r  a y ea r.

“J t ’s  a v e ry  good in te rm e­
d ia te  tool fo r  re so lv in g  a  cri-

Ploaso soo Back Pago, BEANBAG



B E A N B A G :  W h e n  a .  b u l l e t  i s n ’t  n e e d e d

L Continued from Pago A-1 J
els." ca ld  C IR T  superv isor Sgt. K e n  Spadafo- . 
ro . "W e w o u ld  ra ther send someone hom o 
w ith  a  fe w  b ru is e s  than have them  k i l l them* 
se lves."

B u t b e anb ag  bu llets are not w ithou t contro ­
ve rsy . D e liv e r in g  the punch o f a heavyw e ight 
box e r o r  a fas tba ll, they have caused at least 
f iv e  deaths O uts ide , Inc lud ing  that o f a su ic ida l 
C anad ian  m an  w ho  d ied last year after Ottawa- 
C a r le lo n  p o lic e  shot h im  w ith  a  beanbag from  
a  12-gauge shotgun . T he beanbag struck h im  
r ig h t  a bo ve  th e  heart, lodg ing In  h is  c h e s t .: •

S om e tim es  th ey  don’t work at a ll, e spec ia l­
ly  w h en  th e  targets aro .fee ling  no pa in , e ith e r  
b e ca u se  th e y  a rc  se r io us ly  w ounded  or 
hyped-up o n  drugs , po lice  agree.

T h e  f ir s t  t im e  po lice  In  S p r in g fie ld , M o ., 
used beanbag  bu lle ts  four years ago, n in e  12- 
ga iig e  ro u n d s  fa ile d  to stop a  fra il, 72-ycar-old 
m an  w ho  had  a lready shot h im se lf In  the head, 
sa id  L t  R o n  H a rtm an  o f the S p r in g f ie ld  P o llco  
D epa rtm en t. H artm an  tra ined Anchorage po ­
l ic e  In  th e  p ro p e r techn ique two years ago and 
tra in s  o ff ic e rs  nationw ide. T he e ld e r ly  m an f i ­
n a lly  sat d ow n , and  an o ff ice r grabbed h im  
w h ile  ho  w as m om en ta r ily  d istracted, ho sa id .

B eanbag  m ishaps aro rare, and the bu lle ts  
save m o re  l iv e s  than not, authorities say. M is ­
f ire s  c a n  happen  when the bu lle ts , w h ich  a re  
packed In s id e  shells, faQ to p roper ly  unfo ld . 
Ser ious in ju r y  o r  death is possib le i f  the bu lle ts 
str iko  vu ln e ra b le  body parts instead o f largo 
m u s c le  m asses lik e  legs or abdomens, H a r t­
m an  sa id .

“T h e  bo ttom  lin e  is, they are Im portant tools 
fo r p re v e n t in g  fu rther deaths," he said . "Basi- 

' w illy , it's l ik e  d e liv e r in g  a baton strike from  a 
safe d is tance . Everybody's getting in  on it "

A ncho race  p o lic e  have used beanbag bu llets 
a t least a d07.cn times since they got them , 
Spadafora sa id . In  one case, a  round broke a 
sm a ll bone  o f  one su ic ida l person. A l l the others 
caused o n ly  bru ises. As far as he's concerned, 
m ak ing  too m u ch  o f the risk factor Is m is le ad ­
ing .

"A ba to n  c a n  k i l l you I f  it  h its  you In  the  
w ro n g  p la c e  too m any times," h e  said .

I n  th e  '60s, some po lic e  agencies used a 
c ru d e  a n d  c lum s y  vers ion o f beanbag am m u ­
n it io n  fo r  r io t  and  crowd contro l, sa id  L a rry  
C l ic k , e x e c u t iv e  d ire ctor o f the  N a tiona l T a t

• K'Material: Canvas and .lead shot;;,- 
’ a  Sizes: 12-oauga shotgun and 37 m m  tear-' 
gas gun are Ihe two shtes that Anchorage police 
use.
Q 12 gauge:
Surface: Two-Inch square (pictured above upper 
right)
Weight 40 grams or 1.4 ounces 
Velocity: 300 feet per second 
Operating range: 10 to 25 yards 
Cost S5 per bullet 
.□ 37 mm:
Surface: Three-inch dlameler circle (pictured 
above lower lelt)
Wclghb 150 grams or 5.2 ounces 
Velocity: 180 feet per second 
Cost: 518-20 per bullet 
a  What happens:
The bag Is wrapped tightly into a shell and Is 
shot out of a 12-gaune shotgun or a 37 m m  
tear- gas gun. As It moves toward the target, tho 
bag unfolds. Upon impact, the bag collapses and 
conforms fo Ihe target Tho lead shot acts as a 
fluid medium; distributing the energy over the 
whole surface.
B  What can go wrong:
The 12-oauge bag doesn't completely unfold 
until it reaches 25 yards.
If shot at closp range, 30 or 40 feet away; the 
Impact could cause serious Injury or death.
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tfca l O f f ic e r s  Association In  P ennsy lvan ia . A n c h O f c K l Q  D O llC Q  f l3 .V Q  U S 6 C /  
T b e  old-style beanbags were U n  icu ra te , how- ,  „ ,  ,  ,
e v e r , and  f e l l front favo r u n t il tha im p ro ved  f j e S h o Q C J  D U llB tS  B t  l e B S t  3  
ve rs io n  c am e  ou t In  mid-1990s. ,  . , ,

"They 're  a  rea l hot Item  r ig h t now," sa id d O Z e R  t i m e s  S l f l C e  U i e V  Q O t  
C l ic k , w ho  added that about 3,000 officers y e a r _  , _  , r
n rc  tra in ed  tc  use beanbogs instead o f bu lle ts . 1116171, j Q t .  i \ 6 D  b O B C lB tO r B  
"They're d e f in ite ly  a wave o f the future." said. In one case, a round 

broke a small bone of one
P o lic e  h a v e  used tho new  beanbags fo r  

su ch  a sh o rt t im e  that no one ye t keeps c om ­
p le te  s ta tis t ics , C l ic k  said.

H a r tm a n 's  co lleague , S p r in g f ie ld  P o lic e  .  . . .  a//
C o p t  S te v e  IJomes, to ld tho Ottnwu C it iz e n  S U l C I C l a l p e r S O P .  A l l  t f l O  O l l i e n S  
new spa pe r la s t year, however, that fou r peo- T u ­
p le  h a d  d ie d  from  beanbags before tho Ot- C a U S 6 C l  O P l y  U P J I S e S .  A S  f a r  
tawa d ea th . A n d  none o f the beanbags In thoso 
e a r l ie r  cases p ie rced  the sk in . F o r exam p le , a  
T exas  m a n  d ie d  In 1994 a fte r a  beanbag 6tru ck  h im  In  the throat, said IJtunes, i> le a d ­
in g  a u th o r ity  on less-lethal weapons, who a lso 
hom ed  t r a in  A nchorage C IR T o ff ic e r *

L o c a lly , p o lic e  uso two sizes o f beanbag 
b u lle ts , Spadafora  ta ld . Tho sm a lle r , square 
b u lle ts  c a n  b o  f ire d  from  12-gaugo shotguns 
w h ile  tho  la rg e r , round ones are f ired  from  37 
m m  te a r gas guns.

So fo r, o n ly  about 30 o f tho 325 o ff ic e rs  In  
A n cho rag o  h a v e  been tra ined In the use o f  
beanbug  am m un it io n . E ven tua lly , a ll o ff ice rs

as he's concerned, making 
too much of the risk factor is 
misleading.
w i l l  bo  tra ined . But the n e w  b u lle t*  w i l l  n e v e r  
su p p la n t rea l guns o r  b u lle ts , w h ic h  a lw a y s  
w i l l  b e  on hnnd as n bnck-up in  e v e ry  s itu a ­
t io n , Spadafora said.

"Beanbngn aro ju s t a n o the r op tion ,"  ho  
sn ld . "They're not r e p la c in g  any th in g ."


