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DFYS is not able to accurately project the fiscal impact of bill on the divisiot tention beds. Changes to the junvemle code in recent years have given districts court authority to handle .m increasing number jf juvenile offenses, with minor consuming and smoking being two examples. District judges and magistrates in some jurisdictions have been issuing bench warrants for failure to appear and contempt citations for failure to pay fines, resulting in juveniles being detained for smoking infractions. We have no way to anticipate what the increase would be if municipal curfew violations were added. However, serious overcrowding already exits in DFYS detention facilities, and it seems unnecessary to increase detention admissions for such minor violations when there is inadequate space to house serious offenders.
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SPONSOR STATEMENT FOR SB 3

Currently Juvenile offenses other than traffic, tobacco, fish and game, parks 
and recreational facilities, or alcohol violations, are handled through municipal courts 
where these exist, or are not handled at all because of the Division o f Family and 
Youth Services caseload.

SB 3 will put in place a uniform approach to handling urfew violations. It will 
enable those communities who so wish to put a curfew ordinance into effect, with die 
ability to prosecute.

SB 3 will help the City of Juneau, where plans for a youth curfew were set 
aside because the city had no avenue to prosecute offenders. This bill will relieve 
municipalities from the burden of prosecution and will allow for more effective and 
expeditious handling o f these offenses. Municipalities where Youth Courts are 
currently in place will not be affected. They may continue their current process.

SB 3 will mandate that all juvenile curfew violations be handled in District 
Court. Alaska Delinquency Rules will not apply, and die minor accused of the 
offense will be charged, prosecuted, and sentenced in die district court in the same 
manner as an adult. When a minor is charged, prosecuted and sentenced for an 
offense under this subsection, the minor's parent, guardian, or legal custodian will be 
present at all proceedings. When parents have to become involved with their children 
at these hearings, they will perhaps exert pressure and some o f the gang activity will 
decrease. Juveniles, as well, will know their actions have direct, and serious, 
consequences.

The bill enables juveniles who are unable to pay the fine, or whose parents 
choose not to pay, to choose to participate in community work, which may be lower 
than the amount of the fine, but will have a more lasting impression on die individual 
who has to perform the work. "Community work" includes work that, on the 
recommendation of die municipal or borough assembly, city council, or traditional 
village council o f the defendant's place of residence, would benefit persons within the 
municipality or village who are elderly or disabled.


