


Alaska State Legislature

Official Business

S e n a t e

R u l e s  C o m m i t t e e
M E M O R A N D V M .

State Capitol 
Juneau, AK. 99801-1182

T O :  S e n a t o r  K e l l y ,  C h a i rm a n
Sen a te  R u le s  C o m m i t t e e

F R O M :  B e n ja m in  B r o w n H L e g is la t i v e  A id e

D A T E :  6  M a y  1 9 9 8

I N  R E :  s e c t iona l ana lys is  o f  the  rev ised R u le s  C S  f o r  S B  2 9 7
(v e rs io n  0 - L S 1 5 3 0 \ K p )

“A n  A c t relating to breast-feecling. ”

T h i s  m e m o  is a s u m m a r y  o f  the  rev ised  S en a te  R u le s  C o m m i t t e e  S u b s t i tu te  
f o r  S B  2 9 7 .  P lease n o te  th a t  a sec t iona l ana lys is  is n o t  g en e ra l ly  c on s id e red  to 
be the  m o s t  a u th o r i t a t iv e  in te rp re ta t io n  o f  a b i l l ;  a b i l l  i t s e l f  is the  best 
s ta tem en t  o f  its spec if ic  e ffects .

S E C T I O N  1: L E G I S L A T I V E  F I N D I N G S  T h is  sec t ion  sets fo r t h  the 
g en e ra l f in d in g s  w h ic h  p r o v id e  the  r a t io n a le  f o r  leg is la t ive  a c t io n  reg a rd in g  
b re a s t - fe ed ing . T h e  lis t o f  f in d in g s  has been  abb rev ia ted  by  the rem ova l o f  six 
p ro v is io n s .

S E C T I O N  2 :  A S  0 1 . 1 0 . 0 6 0 ( b )  E X E M P T I O N  F R O M  G E N E R A L  
D E F I N I T I O N  O F  L E W D N E S S  T h i s  sec t ion  adds a new  subsec t ion  to  the 
d e f in i t i o n s  th a t  a p p ly  to a l l  laws o f  the S ta te  un less the c on te x t  requ ire s  
o th e rw is e .  I t  spec if ies  tha t severa l g e n e ra l ly -d e f in e d  te rm s d o  n o t  re fe r  to  
b re a s t - fe e d in g  ac t iv ity . I t  p r o h ib i t s  m is c o n s t ru a l  o f  this d e f in i t i o n  as a m eans 
o f  p e rm i t t i n g  in d e c en t  v iew in g  o r  p h o t o g r a p h y  u n d e r  A S  1 1 . 6 1 . 1 2 3 .

S E C T I O N  3 :  A S  2 9 . 1 0 . 2 0 0 ( 2 1 )  L I M I T A T I O N  O F  H O M E  R U L E  
P O W E R S  T h i s  sec t ion  adds a re fe rence  to  AS 2 9 . 2 5 . 0 8 0 ,  c rea ted  by  S ec t ion

1
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4  o f  the  b i l l ,  to  the list o f  p ro v is io n s  in  T i t l e  2 9  th a t  cu r ta i l  legal a c t ion  b y  
m u n ic ip a l i t i e s .

S E C T I O N  4 :  A S  2 9 . 2 5 . 0 8 0  R E S T R I C T I O N  O N  M U N I C I P A L  
O R D I N A N C E S  R E G A R D I N G  B R E A S T - F E E D I N G  T h is  sect ion  adds a 
new  se c t io n  to  the  H o m e  R u le  M u n ic ip a l i t ie s  c h ap te r  o f  T i t l e  2 9  w h ic h  
p re v en ts  e n a c tm en t  o f  an  o rd in a n c e  re s t r ic t in g  b rea s t - fe ed ing  ac t iv ity . I t  
p r o h ib i t s  d e f in i t io n s  o f  ‘ lew dness ’ a n d  ‘ im m o r a l i t y ’ in  m un ic ip a l  o rd in a n c e  
f r o m  in c lu d in g  b rea s t - fe ed ing . I t  p ro h ib i t s  m is c o n s t ru a l  o f  th is sec t ion  as a 
m ean s  o f  p e rm i t t in g  in d e c en t  v iew ing  o r  p h o t o g r a p h y  u n d e r  A S  1 1 . 6 1 . 1 2 3 .

S E C T I O N  5 :  A S  4 4 , 8 3 . 9 9 0 ( 4 )  D E F I N I T I O N  O F  P E R S O N  T h is  sec t ion  
m akes  a r e le t te r in g  ch ange  to  a re fe ren ce  to  the d e f in i t io n s  tha t a p p ly  t o  a l l 
laws o f  the  S ta te  un less th e  c on te x t  requ ire s  o th e rw ise , in  the d e f in i t i o n  o f  
‘ p e r s o n ’ in  the A la ska  E n e rg y  A u t h o r i t y ’s e n a b l in g  sta tu te , A S  4 4 . 8 3 . 9 9 0 ( 4 ) .

2
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£C S  F O R  S E N A T E  B IL L  N O . 2 9 7 (R L S )

IN  T H E  L E G IS L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

T W E N T IE T H  L E G IS L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S IO N

BY THE SENATE RULES COMMITTEE

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsor(s): SENATOR ELLIS

A  B IL L  

F O R  A N  A C T  E N T IT L E D  

A n  A c t r e la t in g  to  b re a s t - f e e d in g ."

B E  IT  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G IS L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

* S e c tio n  1. L E G IS L A T IV E  F IN D IN G S . T h e  leg isla tu re  Finds tha t

(1) the m ed ica l p ro fessio n  in the U nited  S tates reco m m en d s tha t ch ild ren  from  

birth  to  the age o f  one  y e a r  sh o u ld  be b reas t-fed  u n less, u n d e r p a rtic u la r  c irc u m s ta n c e s ; it is 

m ed ica lly  in ad v isab le ;

(2) in ad d itio n  to  the b en e fit o f  im prov ing  b o n d ing  b e tw een  m o th ers  and  their 

b ab ies , b re a s t-fe ed in g  o ffe rs  b e tte r  n u tritio n , d ig es tio n , and  im m u n ity  fo r  b ab ies  th an  d o es  

fo rm u la -fee d in g , an d  it m ay  in c re a se  the in te llig en ce  q u o tien t o f  a  ch ild ;

(3 ) b ab ies  w h o  are  b reas t-fed  have lo w er rates o f  dea th , m en in g itis , ch ild h o o d  

le u k em ia  an d  o th e r c a n c e rs , d iab e te s , re sp ira to ry  illnesses, b ac te ria l an d  v ira l in fec tio n s , 

d ia rrh ea l d isea se s , o titis  m ed ia , a lle rg ie s , o b esity , an d  d ev e lo p m en ta l de lay s; and

(4) any  p ro m o tio n  o f  fam ily  values shou ld  en courage pub lic  accep tan ce  o f  this 

m ost b asic  ac t o f  n u rtu re  b e tw e e n  a  m o th e r an d  h e r baby , and  a m o th e r sh o u ld  no t be  m ade 

to feel in c rim in a ted  o r  so c ia lly  o s trac iz ed  fo r b reast-feed in g  h e r ch ild .
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1 * S ec . 2. A S  0 1 .1 0 .0 6 0  is a m e n d e d  b y  ad d in g  a  new  su b sec tio n  to  read :

2  (b) In th e  law s o f  the  s ta te , " lew d  conduct,"  " lew d  to u c h in g ,"  " im m o ra l

3  co n d u c t,"  " in d e cen t c o n d u c t,"  a n d  s im ila r  te rm s do  no t in c lu d e  th e  a c t o f  a  w o m a n

4 b re as t-feed in g  a  c h ild  in  a  p u b lic  o r  p r iv a te  location  w here  th e  w o m a n  a n d  c h ild  are

5  o th erw ise  a u th o riz ed  to  be . N o th in g  in  th is subsec tion  m ay be  c o n s tru e d  to  a u th o riz e

6 an  ac t th a t is an  o ffe n se  u n d e r  A S  11 .61 .123 .

7  * S ec . 3 . A S 4 4 .8 3 .9 9 0 (4 )  is  am e n d e d  to  read :

8  (4 ) "p erso n "  in c lu d es  a  p u b lic  agency  in ad d itio n  to  the  e n titie s  s e t  o u t

9 in A S 0 1 .1 0 .0 6 0 fa )(8 )  [A S  0 1 .1 0 .0 6 0 (8 )];
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C S  F O R  S E N A T E  B I L L  N O .  2 9 7 (R LS )

IN T H E  L E G IS L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

T W E N T IE T H  L E G IS L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S IO N

BY T H E  S EN A TE RU LES C O M M IT T E E

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsor/s): SEN A T O R  E L L IS

A  B I L L  

F O R  A N  A C T  E N T I T L E D

1 II " A n  A c t  re la t in g  to b rea st-fe e d in g ."

2  I B E  I T  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

3  || * S e c t io n  1. L E G IS L A T IV E  F IN D IN G S . T h e  leg is la tu re  finds th a t

4  || (1) the m edica l p ro fession  in the U nited  S tates recom m ends th a t ch ild ren  from

5  || b irth  to  the age o f  one  y e a r  sh o u ld  be b re as t-fed  u n less , u n d er p a r tic u la r  c irc u m sta n c e s , it is

6 || m ed ica lly  in ad v isab le ;

7  II (2 ) d esp ite  th e  reco m m en d a tio n  o f  the  m edical p ro fess io n , s ta tis tic s  re v ea l a

8 || d ec lin in g  p e rcen tag e  o f  m o th e rs  w h o  are ch o o sin g  to  b reast-feed  th e ir b ab ies ;

9 II (3) m any n ew  m o th ers  are now  ch o o sin g  to use fo rm ula  ra th e r th an  to  b reast-

10 || feed  even  befo re  they  leav e  the  ho sp ita l, an d  o n ly  a  sm all p e rcen tag e  o f  all m o th e rs  a re  still

11 || b re as t-feed in g  w hen th e ir  b ab ie s  a re  six  m o n th s  o ld ;

12 || (4) in ad d itio n  to  the  benefit o f  im prov ing  bonding  b e tw een  m o th ers  a n d  their

13 || b ab ies , b reas t-feed in g  o ffe rs  b e d e r  n u tritio n , d ig estio n , and  im m unity  fo r b ab ie s  th an  d o es

14 || fo rm u la -feed in g , and  it m ay in crease  the in te llig en ce  q u o tien t o f  a  ch ild ;

15 || (5 ) bab ies w h o  arc  b reast-fed  have low er rates o f  dea th , m en in g itis , ch ild h o o d
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le u k e m ia  and  o th e r can ce rs , d iab e te s , re sp ira to ry  illn esses, b ac teria l an d  v ira l in fec tio n s , 

d ia rrh ea l d isea se s , o titis  m ed ia , a lle rg ie s , o b esity , and  d ev e lo p m en ta l d e lay s ;

(6) b reas t-feed in g  a lso  p ro v id es sign ifican t benefits  to the h ea lth  o f  the m o ther, 

in c lu d in g  p ro tec tio n  ag a in s t b re a s t c a n c e r  and  o th er can cers , o s teo p o ro s is , a n d  in fec tio n s  o f  

the  u rin ary  trac t;

(7) the in c id en ce  o f  b reas t c a n ce r in the U n ited  S ta tes m ig h t b e  re d u ced  by 25 

p e rcen t i f  ev e ry  w o m an  b re a s t-fe d  all h e r  ch ild ren  until they  reach ed  the  a g e  o f  tw o  y ea rs ;

(8 ) the  W o rld  H ea lth  O rg an iza tio n  and  the U n ited  N a tio n s  C h ild ren 's  F u n d  

h av e  e s ta b lish e d  as one  o f  th e ir  m a jo r g o a ls  fo r the d ecad e  the en c o u ra g e m e n t o f  b re a s t­

feed ing ;

(9) the soc ia l co n stra in ts  o f  m odem  society  w eigh ag a in st the  ch o ice  o f  b reas t­

feed in g  and  lead  n ew  m o th e rs  w ith  d em an d in g  tim e sch ed u les  to  ch o o se  fo rm u la -fe e d in g  to  

av o id  em b a rra ssm e n t, so c ia l o s trac ism , o r  c rim in a l p ro secu tio n ; and

(1 0 ) any  p ro m o tio n  o f  fam ily  va lu es sh o u ld  en co u rag e  p u b lic  a c c e p ta n c e  o f  

th is  m o st b as ic  ac t o f  n u rtu re  b e tw e en  a  m o th e r and  h e r baby , and  a  m o th e r  sh o u ld  n o t be 

m ad e to  feel in c rim in a ted  o r  so c ia lly  o s trac ized  fo r b reast-feed in g  h e r ch ild .

* S ec . 2. A S  0 1 .1 0 .0 6 0  is a m en d e d  by ad d in g  a  new  su b sec tio n  to  read :

(b ) In  the  law s o f  the s ta te , " lew d co n d u c t,"  " lew d to u ch in g ,"  " im m o ra l 

co n d u c t,"  " in d e cen t c o n d u c t,"  an d  s im ila r  term s d o  not include th e  ac t o f  a  w o m an  

b re a s t-fe ed in g  a ch ild  in  a  p u b lic  o r  p riva te  location  w here the w o m an  an d  ch ild  are 

o th e rw ise  au th o rized  to  be. N o th in g  in this subsec tion  m ay be c o n s tru e d  to au th o rize  

an  ac t th a t is an o ffe n se  u n d e r  A S  11.61.123.

* S e c . 3. A S  4 4 .8 3 .9 9 0 (4 )  is a m en d e d  to  read:

(4) "p erso n "  in c lu d es a  public  agency  in add ition  to th e  en titie s  se t out 

in A S  01.10.060(a)(8) [A S 0 1 .1 0 .0 6 0 (8 )];
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CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 297(JUD)
IN  T H E  L E G IS L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

T W E N T IE T H  L E G IS L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S IO N

BY T H E  S E N A T E  JU D IC IA R Y  C O M M IT T E E

Offered: 4/2/98
R efe rred :  F inance

Sponsor(s): S E N A T O R  EL L IS

A BILL
FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

"An Act relating to breast-feeding."

2 | BE IT  ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

3 || ( ^ S e c t i o n  l / T i j I s  A c t m ay  be know n as the B rea s t-feed in g  P rom otion  and P ro tec tio n  A ct 

4 1 o f  1998.

5 ; * S e c . 2 . L E G IS L A T IV E  F IN D IN G S . T h e  leg is la tu re  finds that
|! I

6jj (1) the m edica l p ro fession  in the U n ited  S ta tes recom m ends that ch ild ren  from

1\\ b irth  to  the ag e  o f  one  y ea r sh o u ld  be b reast-fed  u n less , u n d er p articu la r c ircu m stan ces , it i s !

8 m e d ica lly  in ad v isab le ;

9 (2 ) d esp ite  the reco m m en d a tio n  o f  the m ed ica l p ro fess io n , s ta tis tic s  rev ea l a
!!

10 ,j d e c lin in g  p e rcen tag e  o f  m o th ers  w h o  are  ch o o s in g  to  b reast-feed  th e ir bab ies;

11 (3 ) m any  new  m o th ers  are now  ch o o sin g  to  use  fo rm u la  ra ther than  to  b reast-
ji

12j! feed  ev en  b e fo re  th ey  leav e  the  hosp ita l, and  o n ly  a sm all p e rcen tag e  o f  all m o th ers  a re  still

13 b re a s t-fe e d in g  w h en  th e ir  b ab ies  a r t s ix  m o n th s o ld ;
!j !

14 (4 ) in ad d itio n  to  the benefit o f  im p ro v in g  bond ing  betw een  m o th ers  an d  th e ir
| ;

15; b a b ie s , b re a s t-fe e d in g  o ffe rs  b e tte r  n u tritio n , d ig es tio n , and  im m unity  for bab ies th an  d o es

SB0297B

C O M M IT T E E  C O P Y
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1 II formula-feeding, and it may increase the intelligence quotient of a child;

2 || (5) babies who are breast-fed have lower rates of death, meningitis, childhood

3 II leukemia and other cancers, diabetes, respiratory illnesses, bacterial and viral infections,

4 || diarrheal diseases, otitis media, allergies, obesity, and developmental delays;

5 || (6) breast-feeding also provides significant benefits to the health of the mother,

6 || including protection against breast cancer and other cancers, osteoporosis, and infections of

7 the urinary tract;

8 || (7) the incidence of breast cancer in the United States might be reduced by 25

9 || percent if every woman breast-fed all her children until they reached the age of two years;

10 || (8) the World Health Organization and the United Nations Children's Fund

11 || have established as one of their major goals for the decade the encouragement of breast-

12 feeding;

13 || (9) the social constraints of modern society weigh against the choice of breast-

14 || feeding and lead new mothers with demanding time schedules to choose formula-feeding to

15 avoid embarrassment, social ostracism, or criminal prosecution; and

16 || (10) any promotion of family values should encourage public acceptance of

17 || this most basic act of nurture between a mother and her baby, and a mother should not be

18 made to feel incriminated or socially ostracized for breast-feeding her child.

19 || * Sec. 3. AS 01.10.060(b) is amended by adding a new subsection to read:

(b) In the laws of the state, "lewd conduct," "lewd touching," "immoral

conduct," "indecent conduct," and similar terms do not include the act of a woman 

breast-feeding a child in a public or private location where the woman and child are 

otherwise authorized to be^woopastivc of .whether' the-nipple of-th« wonwfl-*y4n*a>;t-

0-LS1530VB

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

ir unnnvrrrrl rlnrin~ nr inridrntnl tn thr hrrnrt fr rdinir Nothing in this subsection may 

be construed to authorize an act that is an offense under AS 11.61.123.

AS 11.76 is amended by adding a new section to read:

Sec. 11.76.150. Interference with the right to breast-feed, (a) A person 

commits the offense of interference with the right of a woman to breast-feed a child 

if the person intentionally prevents or restricts a woman from breast-feeding a child 

in a common carrier, place of public accommodation, or other place to which the 

general public is invited and where the woman and child are otherwise authorized to

CSSB 297(JUD) -2-
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b e  p re se n t, irre sp ec tiv e  o f  w h e th e r the n ip p le  o f  the  w o m a n ’s b re a s t is u n c o v e re d  

d u rin g  o r  in c id en ta l to  the  b reast feed in g .

(b) In te rfe ren ce  w ith  the righ t o f  a  w om an  to  breast-feed  a  ch ild  is a  v io la tion . 

S ec . 5 . A S  2 9 .1 0 .2 0 0  is am en d ed  to  read :

S e c . 29.10.200. L im ita t io n  o f  h o m e  ru le  p o w e rs . O n ly  the  fo llo w in g  

p ro v is io n s  o f  th is  title  ap p ly  to  h o m e  ru le  m u n ic ip a litie s  as p ro h ib itio n s  on  ac tin g  

o th e rw ise  th an  as p ro v id ed . T h ese  p ro v is io n s  su p e rsed e  ex is tin g  an d  p ro h ib it fu tu re  

h o m e ru le  e n a c tm e n ts  tha t p ro v id e  o th erw ise :

(1) A S  2 9 .0 5 .1 4 0  (tra n s itio n );

(2 ) A S  2 9 .0 6 .0 1 0  (ch an g e  o f  m u n ic ip a l nam e);

(3 ) A S  2 9 .0 6 .0 4 0  - 2 9 .0 6 .0 6 0  (an n ex a tio n  and  d e tach m en t);

(4 ) A S  2 9 .0 6 .0 9 0  - 2 9 .0 6 .1 7 0  (m erg e r an d  co n so lid a tio n );

(5 ) A S  2 9 .0 6 .1 9 0  - 2 9 .0 6 .4 2 0  (u n ifica tio n  o f  m u n ic ip a litie s);

(6 ) A S  2 9 .0 6 .4 5 0  -  2 9 .0 6 .5 3 0  (d isso lu tio n );

(7 ) A S  2 9 .1 0 .1 0 0  (c h a rte r  am en d m en t);

(8) A S  2 9 .2 0 .0 1 0  (c o n flic t o f  in te rest);

(9 ) A S  2 9 .2 0 .0 2 0  (m ee tin g s  p u b lic );

(10 ) A S  2 9 .2 0 .0 5 0  (leg is la tiv e  p o w er);

(11 ) A S  2 9 .2 0 .0 6 0  -  2 9 .2 0 .1 2 0  (a ssem b ly  co m p o s itio n  an d

a p p o rtio n m en t);

(1 2 ) A S  2 9 .2 0 .1 4 0  (q u a lif ic a tio n s  o f  m em b ers  o f  g o v e rn in g  b o d ies);

(13 ) A S  2 9 .2 0 .1 5 0  (te rm  o f  o ffice );

(14 ) A S  2 9 .2 0 .2 2 0  (ex ecu tiv e  p o w er);

(1 5 ) A S  2 9 .2 0 .2 7 0 (e ) (o rd in an ce  veto  by m ayor);

(1 6 ) A S  2 9 .2 0 .6 3 0  (p ro h ib ited  d isc rim in a tio n );

(17 ) A S  2 9 .2 0 .6 4 0  (rep o rts );

(1 8 ) A S  2 9 .2 5 .0 10(a)( 10) (m u n ic ip a l ex em p tio n  on c o n tra c to r  b o n d

re q u irem en ts );

(19 ) A S 2 9 .2 5 .0 5 0  (c o d if ic a tio n );

(20 ) A S  2 9 .2 5 .0 6 0  (re so lu tio n s);

(21 ) A S  2 9 .2 5 .0 8 0  (b r e a s t- f e e d in g ) :
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(22 ) A S 2 9 .2 6 .0 3 0  (n o tice  o f  e lec tio n s);

(23 ) [(22 )] A S  2 9 .2 6 .0 5 0  (v o te r  q u a lifica tio n );

(24) [(23)] A S  2 9 .2 6 .2 5 0  - 2 9 .2 6 .3 6 0  (reca ll);

(25 ) [(24)] A S  2 9 .3 5 .0 2 0  (e x tra te rrito ria l ju r isd ic tio n ) ;

(26) [(25)] A S  2 9 .3 5 .0 3 0  (e m in e n t d o m ain );

(27) [(26)] A S 2 9 .3 5 .0 5 0  (g a rb ag e  and  so lid  w aste  se rv ices);

(28 ) [(27)] A S  2 9 .3 5 .0 5 5  (loca l a ir  q u a lity  co n tro l p ro g ram );

(29 ) [(28)] A S  2 9 .3 5 .0 6 0  (f ran ch ise s  an d  perm its);

(30) [(29)] A S  2 9 .3 5 .0 7 0  (p u b lic  u tilities);

(31 ) [(30 )] A S  2 9 .3 5 .0 8 0  (a lco h o lic  b ev e rag es);

(32) [(31)] A S  2 9 .3 5 .1 2 0  (p o st au d it);

(33) [(32)] A S  29 .35 .131  (en h an ced  911 sy stem );

(3 4 ) [(33)] A S 2 9 .3 5 .1 4 5  (reg u la tio n  o f  firearm s);

(3 5 ) [(34)] A S 2 9 .3 5 .1 6 0  (ed u ca tio n );

(3 6 ) [(35)] A S 2 9 .3 5 .1 7 0 (b ) (a sse ssm en t and  co llec tio n  o f  taxes);

(37 ) [(36)] A S  2 9 .3 5 .1 8 0 (b ) ( lan d  use reg u la tio n );

(38 ) [(37)] A S 2 9 .3 5 .2 5 0  (c ities  inside  b o ro u g h s);

(39 ) [(38)] A S  2 9 .3 5 .2 6 0  (c ities  o u ts id e  bo ro u g h s);

(40 ) [(39)] A S  2 9 .3 5 .3 4 0  (acq u is itio n  o f  a reaw id e  p o w er);

(41) [(40)] AS 29 .35 .500  - 29 .35 .590  (hazardous m ateria ls and w astes);

(4 2 )  [(41)] A S  2 9 .4 0 .160(a) - (c) (title  to v aca ted  a reas);

(43 ) [(42)] A S 2 9 .4 0 .2 0 0  (su b d iv is io n s  o f  s ta te  land);

(44) [(43)] A S  2 9 .4 5 .0 1 0  - 2 9 .4 5 .5 7 0  (p ro p erty  raxes);

(45 ) [(44 )] A S  2 9 .4 5 .6 5 0 (c ), (d ), (e), and  ( 0  (sa les an d  use  tax);

(46) [(45)] A S  2 9 .4 5 .7 0 0 (d ) (sa les  and  u se  tax);

(47 ) [(46)] A S 2 9 .4 7 .2 0 0 (b ) (secu rity  for bonds);

(48 ) [(47)] A S  2 9 .4 7 .2 6 0  (co n stru c tio n );

(49 ) [(48)] A S 2 9 .4 7 .4 7 0  (a ir  ca rrie rs );

(5 0 ) [(49)] A S 2 9 .6 0 .0 5 0 (a ) (lim ita tio n  on  co m p u ta tio n  and  use  o f

(51) [(50)] A S 29 .60 .120(a) and (c) (priority  revenue sh arin g  fo r hea lth
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facilities and hospitals);
(52) [(51)] A S  29.65 (general grant land);

(53) [(52)] A S  29.71.040 (procurement preference for state agricultural

and fisheries products);

(54) [(53)] A S  29.71.050 (procurement preference for recycled Alaska

products).

Sec. 29.25.080. Breast-feeding. A  municipality may not enact an ordinance 

that prohibits or restricts a w o m a n  breast-feeding a child in a public or private location 

where the w o m a n  and child are otherwise authorized to be. In a municipal ordinance, 

"lewd conduct," "lewd touching " "immoral conduct," "indecent conduct," and similar 

terms do not include the act of a w o m a n  breast-feeding a child in a public or private 

location where the w o m a n  and child are otherwise authorized to be, irrespective of 

whether the nipple of the woman's breast is uncovered during or incidental to the 

breast feeding. Nothing in this section may be construed to authorize an act that is an 

offense under a municipal ordinance that establishes an offense with elements 

substantially equivalent to the elements of an offense under A S  11.61.123. This 

section is applicable to home rule and general law municipalities.

* Sec! 6 . > S  29.25 is amended by adding a new section to read:

* Sec. l . J \S 44.83.990(4) is amended to read:

(4) "person" includes a public agency in addition to the entities set out 

in AS 01.10.060(a)(8) [AS 01.10.060(8)];
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T u e s d a y ,  A pril 2 1 , 1 9 9 8

WE FEEL STRONGLY THAT NURSING MOTHERS SHOULD NOT BE SUB­
JECTED TO LAWS RELATING TO LEWD CONDUCT, INDECENT TOUCH­
ING, IMMORAL CONDUCT, INDECENT CONDUCT, OR THE LIKE, UNDER 
ALASKA STATUTE. IN ADDITION, WE FEEL THAT IN THE ABSENCE 
OF ACTUAL SOCIAL DISTURBANCES OR THE FILING OF CHARGES 
AGAINST WOMEN WHO PUBLICLY BREAST-FEED THEIR INFANTS, 
THERE SHOULD BE NO LAWS MADE OR ABRIDGED TO IMPACT RIGHTS 
WHICH ALREADY EXIST.



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Official Business

A p r i l  1 4 ,  1 9 9 8

State Capitol 
Juneau AK 
99801-1182

S e n a t o r  T i m  K e lly ,  C h a i r  
S e n a t e  R u l e s  C o m m i t t e e  
S t a t e  C a p i t o l  B u i l d i n g ,  R o o m  1 0 1  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1

D e a r  S e n a t o r  K e lly ,

W e  a r e  w r i t i n g  t o  r e q u e s t  t h a t  y o u  p l e a s e  c o n s i d e r  s c h e d u l i n g  S e n a t e  B ill  
2 9 7 ,  " T h e  B r e a s t - f e e d i n g  P r o m o t i o n  a n d  P r o t e c t i o n  A c t"  f o r  a  S e n a t e  f l o o r  v o t e  
a t  y o u r  e a r l i e s t  c o n v e n i e n c e ,

A l a s k a  l a w  m u s t  b e  c l e a r  t h a t  m o t h e r s  w h o  b r e a s t - f e e d  t h e i r  b a b i e s  i n  
p u b l i c  w i l l  n o t  b e  p r o s e c u t e d  u n d e r  i n d e c e n t  e x p o s u r e  a n d  l e w d  c o n d u c t  l a w s .  
“ The B reas t-feed in g  P rom otion  a n d  Protection Act” c l a r i f i e s  t h i s  p r o t e c t i o n .  I n  
a d d i t i o n ,  a n y o n e  t h a t  i n t e r f e r e s  w i t h  a  m o t h e r ' s  r i g h t  t o  b r e a s t - f e e d  h e r  b a b y  
w i l l  b e  c h a r g e d  w i t h  a  v i o l a t i o n .

M o t h e r s  a n d  h e a l t h  c a r e  w o r k e r s  f r o m  a c r o s s  A l a s k a  h a v e  s e n t  l e t t e r s  
a n d  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  m e s s a g e s  e n d o r s i n g  T h e  B r e a s t - f e e d i n g  A c t .  T h e  A n c h o r a g e  
a n d  J u n e a u  c h a p t e r s  o f  t h e  L a  L e c h e  L e a g u e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l ,  t h e  A l a s k a  N u r s e s  
A s s o c i a t i o n ,  S o u t h  E a s t  A l a s k a  R e g i o n a l  H e a l t h  C o n s o r t i u m ,  A l a s k a  B r e a s t ­
f e e d i n g  C o a l i t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  h a v e  a l s o  a n n o u n c e d  t h e i r  
s u p p o r t .

A g a in ,  w e  u r g e  y o u  t o  s c h e d u l e  t h i s  i m p o r t a n t  b i l l  f o r  a  f l o o r  v o t e  a s  s o o n  
a s  p o s s i b l e .  W e  w o u l d  l i k e  t h i s  b i l l  t o  h a v e  a d e q u a t e  t i m e  t o  g e t  t h r o u g h  t h e  
H o u s e  b e f o r e  w e  a d j o u r n .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .


