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S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T  

S B  285: P ro c u re m e n t  P ra c t ic e s  fo r  th e  A la s k a  R a i lr o a d

W h e n  A la s k a  h ig h w a y  im p ro v e m e n ts  a re  n e e d e d , a  p ro je c t is  d e s ig n e d , an  a d v e rtise m en t 
fo r  b id s  o cc u r, an d  a  c o n s tru c tio n  c o n tra c t is c o m p e titiv e ly  a w a rd e d  fo r  th e  co n stru c tio n . 
W h e n  th e  h ig h w ay  th a t  is  b e in g  im p ro v e d  c ro sse s  a  ra ilro a d  tra c k , th e  w o rk  th a t  is 
in v o lv e d  fo r  a  ra ilro a d  c ro s s in g  o r  o v e rp ass  is  d e f in e d  w ith  te c h n ic a l re q u ire m e n ts  and  
th e  c o n s tru c tio n  w o rk  is  in c lu d e d  in  th e  co n tra c t fo r  th e  to ta l h ig h w a y  im p ro v e m e n t 
p ro je c t.

W h e n  th e  s itu a tio n  d e s c r ib e d  ab o v e  o ccu rs , th e  A la sk a  R a ilro a d  h a s  in p u t in to  th e  
te c h n ic a l an d  fin an c ia l re q u ire m e n ts . T h e  D e p a rtm e n t o f  T ra n sp o rta tio n  n e g o tia te s  a 
fo rc e  a c c o u n t c o n tra c t w ith  th e  A la sk a  R a ilro a d  an d  th e ir  n ee d s  a re  sa tis fied . T h is  
a r ra n g e m e n t re su lts  in  th e  fo llo w in g :

•  re d u ces  th e  a m o u n t o f  w o rk  th a t  p r iv a te  c o n tra c to rs  h av e  a v a ila b le  to  
p e rfo rm

•  re m o v e s  ta x  d o lla r  ex p e n d itu re s  fro m  a  co m p e titiv e  b id  a r ra n g e m e n t
•  a llo w s  th e  A la s k a  R a ilro a d  to  d e f in e  h o w  a p o rtio n  o f  th e ir  tra c k s  tha t 

in te rfa c e  w ith  a  h ig h w a y  im p ro v e m e n t p ro jec t can  b e  im p ro v e d  a t 
ta x p a y e r  e x p e n se .

» a llo w s  th e  A la s k a  R a ilro a d  to  d e f in e  how ' m u ch  th e  ra ilro a d  p o rtio n  o f  a  
h ig h w a y  im p ro v e m e n t p ro je c t sh o u ld  cost.

•  a n d  g iv es  th e  A la s k a  R a ilro a d  th e  tax p a y e rs  fu n d s to  p ro v id e  th e  
im p ro v e m e n ts .

S B  2 8 5  w ill e s ta b lish  a  fa ir  a n d  e ffec tiv e  m a n n e r  to  aw a rd  c o n s tru c tio n  co n tra c ts  fo r 
p ro je c ts  th a t  c ro ss  th e  ra ilro a d . T h is  b ill w ill re q u ire  th e  A la sk a  R a ilro a d  to  u tiliz e  a 
c o m p e tit iv e  b id d in g  p ro c e s s  th a t is o p en ly  ad v e rtised .


