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T o : S e n a to r  T im  K e lly ,  C h a i r
S e n a te  R u le s  C o m m i t t e e

F r o m :  S e n a t o r  D a v e  D o n le y

D a te :  M a r c h  2 3 ,1 9 9 8

R e: H e a r i n g  R e q u e s t  fo r  C S  SB 2 8 4  (S T A ) - " A n  A c t  r e la t in g  to
a n i m a l  c r u e l t y "

I r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t  t h a t  th e  C S  SB 2 8 4  b e  s c h e d u le d  fo r  f lo o r  c a l e n d a r i n g  a t  
y o u r  e a r l i e s t  c o n v e n ie n c e .  C S  SB 2 8 4  w i l l  i m p r o v e  c u r r e n t  s t a t u t o r y  l a n g u a g e  
in  o r d e r  to  e n a b le  p r o s e c u t o r s  to  c o n v ic t  th o s e  t h a t  h a v e  p a r t i c ip a t e d  in  
o b v i o u s  a c t s  o f  n e g le c t  a n d  c r u e l ty  a g a in s t  a n im a ls .  T h is  l e g i s l a t io n  w a s  
o f f e r e d  in  r e s p o n s e  to  n u m e r o u s  a n im a l  c r u e l t y  c a s e s  in  A la s k a  t h a t  h a v e  
g o n e  u n - p r o s e c u t e d  b e c a u s e  o f  th e  c u r r e n t  w o r d i n g  in  th e  s t a t u t e  a d d r e s s i n g  
th i s  i s s u e .  C S  SB 2 8 4  p a s s e d  th e  S e n a te  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e  w i t h  S e n a to r s  
T a y lo r  a n d  P e a r c e  s ig n in g  d o  p a s s  a n d  S e n a to r  P a r n e l l  s i g n in g  n o  
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n .

C S  SB 2 8 4  is  s u p p o r t e d  b y  M u s h  W ith  P r id e ,  th e  S ta te  F a r m  B u r e a u ,  th e  
A la s k a  L iv e s to c k  P r o d u c e r s  C o o p e r a t iv e ,  th e  A la s k a  A n im a l  C o n t r o l  
A s s o c i a t i o n ,  A la s k a  S o c ie ty  fo r  th e  P r e v e n t i o n  o f  C r u e l t y  to  A n im a ls ,  I d i t a r o d  
R a c e  w i n n e r  L ib b y  R id d le s ,  M u s h  W ith  P r id e ,  F a i r b a n k s  A n im a l  C o n t r o l ,  
K e n a i  A n im a l  C o n t r o l ,  F r i e n d s  o f  P e ts ,  a n d  th e  G a s t in e a u  H u m a n e  S o c ie ty .
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S e n a t o r  D a v e  D o n l e y
A L A S K A  S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E

Sponsor Statem ent for 
CSSB 284 (STA)

" A n  A c t  re la t in g  to  c ru e l t y  to  a n im a ls "

C S  SB 2 8 4  w a s  in t r o d u c e d  in  re sp on se  to  c on ce rn s  a b o u t  th e  t re a tm en t  o f  a n im a ls  
a n d  the  d i f f i c u l t y  o f  p r o s e c u t in g  cases w h ic h  in v o lv e  a n im a l  c ru e l t y .

T h e re  h a v e  b e e n  n u m e r o u s  in c id e n t s  o f  a n im a l  c ru e l t y  a n d  n e g le c t  i n  A la s k a  w h ic h  
h a v e  g o n e  u r i -p ro s e c u te d  b ec au se  o f  the  c u r r e n t  s t a tu t o ry  la n g u a g e .  O n e  d is t r ic t  
a t t o rn e y  tes t i f ie d  th a t  the  la n g u ag e ,  w h ic h  re a d s ,  " i n t e n t i o n a l l y  in f l ic ts  s e v e re  a n d  
p r o lo n g e d  p h y s ic a l  p a in  o r  s u f f e r in g  o n  an  a n im a l" ,  is " u n -p r o s e c u ta b le " .  C S  SB  2 8 4  
g ive s  th e  s ta te  a m o r e  w o r k a b le  sta tu te . T h e  f o l l o w in g  o u t l i n e s  the  c h ang e s  th e  b i l l  
w o u ld  m a k e .

❖ C h a n g e s  " i n t e n t i o n a l l y "  to  " k n o w in g ly "  w h ic h  lo w e r s  th e  s ta te  o f  m in d  th e  s ta te  
m u s t  p r o v e  in  p r o s e c u t in g  a n  a n im a l  c ru e l t y  case. T h is  w o u l d  h e lp  in  cases o f  
s t a r v in g  a n im a ls .  A n  o w n e r ' s  a c t ion s  m a y  n o t  h a v e  b e en  " i n t e n t i o n a l " ,  b u t  a 
r e a s o n a b le  p e r s o n  w o u ld  " k n o w "  tha t la c k  o f  f o o d  cau ses  s ta rv a t io n .

❖ C h a n g e s  " r e c k le s s ly "  to "w i t h  c r im in a l  n e g l ig e n c e "  w h ic h  l o w e r s  the  c r im in a l  
s t a n d a rd .  R eck le s sne ss  is in d ic a ted  b y  a n  aw a ren e s s  a nd  c on sc io u s  d i s r e g a rd .  
C r im in a l  n eg lig e n c e  is in d ic a te d  b y  a " f a i l u r e  to  p e rc e iv e  a s u b s ta n t ia l  a n d  
u n ju s t i f i a b le  r i s k  tha t the  re s u lt  w i l l  o c c u r . . . "  A S  11 .8 1 .9 00 .

❖ A d d s  " a n im a l  h u s b a n d r y "  to  ex is t ing  s ta tu te  as an  accep ted  p rac t ice  a n d  a  d e fe n se  
to th e  p ro s e c u t io n .

❖ D o e s  n o t  a f fe c t  e x is t in g  s ta tu te  w h ich  p ro te c ts  fa rm e rs ,  r a n ch e rs ,  h u n te r s  a n d  
t r a p p e r s  w h o  a re  c o n d u c t in g  accep ted v e t e r in a ry  p rac t ic e s  in c lu d in g  c a s t ra t io n , 
d e - h o m in g ,  b r a n d in g ,  e u th a n iz in g ,  etc. A S  11 .6 1 .1 4 0

❖ D o e s  n o t  a f fe c t  th e  ex is t in g  s ta tu te  w h ich  d e s ig na te s  c ru e l t y  to  a n im a ls  as a  c la ss  
A  m is d e m e a n o r .

S u p p o r t e r s  o f  th is  b i l l  in c lu d e :  M u sh  W i t h  P r id e ,  the A la s k a  F a rm  B u re a u ,  the  
A la s k a  L iv e s t o c k  P r o d u c e r s  C o o p e ra t iv e ,  the  A la s k a  A n im a l  C o n t r o l  A s s o c ia t io n ,  
A la s k a  S o c ie ty  f o r  the  P r e v e n t i o n  o f  C r u e l t y  t o  A n im a ls ,  I d i t a r o d  R ace  W in n e r  
L ib b y  R id d le s ,  F a i r b a n k s  A n im a l  C o n t r o l ,  K e n a i  A n im a l  C o n t r o l ,  F r i e n d s  o f  P e ts ,  
a n d  the  G a s t in e a u  H u m a n e  Soc ie ty .
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M u s h  w i t h  P R i D E
Providing1 Responsible Information on a Dog's Environment

David Monson, President Mush with PRIDE 
P.O.Box 60249 
Fairbanks, AK 99706

Set). Dave Donely 
State Capitol
Juneau. AK 99801 March 18, 1998

RE: SB-284 ANIMAL CRUELTY BILL

Dear Sen. Donely,

Thank you for your continuing efforts to strengthen Alaska’s animal cruelty laws. We believe that 
the lowering of the criminal standard for prosecution of cruelly to animals is a necessary step in 
protecting Alaska's domestic an im alc  from negligent owners.

Sleddog medicine has become a specially within the veterinary profession. Veterinary members of 
die International Sled Dog Veterinary Medical Association (an internationally recognized 
professional organization), As well as most veterinarians in the Alaska Veterinary Medical 
Association arc well aware of the conditions and standards used in assessing care and well-being 
o f sleddogs. In a additon. Mush with PRIDE has issued Sleddog Care Guidelines which set 
standards formosi common sleddog practices. These PRIDE standards, which have been endorsed 
by all major Alaskan racing organizations (Iditarod, Quest and ADM A) as well as most 
international sleddog racing groups (1SDRA and IFSS) were developed with constant input from 
several mushing veterinarians who are Directors of PRIDE. Therefore, we believe that the curmct 
statute does provide adequate protection against prosecution. We do nor feel that any other 
musher-specific defense against prosecution is needed to protect mushers against prosecution.

We are hopeful that SB-284 will be passed this session so that state officials can belter deal with 
the small minority o f abusive owners who tarnish the image of our stare and the official state sport 
of dogsledding.



i  m i:  society m  i  mchudjy id animals, inc.
SCAScte Heodquarien end Spay Ctlnte*M9W.W9mcilo«iA*po<1Rood*Anct)oroga1Alafci995tS

ftona 662-2999
V

March 2, 1998 

To Whom It May Concern:

TTic Alaska Society for the Prevention o f  Cruelty to Animals, SPCA is in full support o f  SB 284. Efforts 
in past cruelty cases have been next to  nothing. Alaska needs to have a  stronger law to support our justice 
system in prosecution o f animal abusers. The SPCA in past years, has witnessed animal abusers in the 
worst scenarios. Due to insufficient laws, the District Attorney’s office was unable to penalize these 
people. Animal abuse is and has been occurring throughout the state. Most people are unaware o f the 
severity o f  some o f these cases. Public awareness is increasing and the state needs to update legislation to 
deal with cruelty offenders.

Statistics show that there is a definite link between animal cruelty and spousal, child abuse occurring 
within the home.

Again, the SPCA, as well as most o f  the general public, are in strong support o f  SB 284, and show a very 
strong interest in the passage o f this bilL

Sincerely,

Ethel Christensen, Director

Diane Zarfoss

mime Vuckovich 

Lori Comett

"Kindness Uplifts The World”



F a i r b a n k s  N o r t h  S t a r  B o r o u g h Division of Animal Control

2408 Davis Roac .O. Box 71267*Fairbanks, Alaska 9970 ..; 267 (907) 459-1451 ¥ FAX (907) 459-1120

March 13, 1998

The Honorable Dave Donley 
Alaska State Capitol, Room 508 
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Senator,

I support passage of CSSB 284, an act relating to cruelty to animals.

The proposed changes create a more useful tool for investigators and prosecutors of cruelty to 
animals cases than the current language. It has long been known that under the current statute 
the only good evidence to prove the crime of cruelty to animals is a dead animal. The proposed 
changes will give enforcement officers the ability to intervene and hopefully save animals before 
they die or suffer severe injury due to inhumane treatment.

With the strong connection between cruelty to animals and abuse of children and other humans it 
• is essential that we take cruelty to animals very seriously. Recognition, intervention and effective 
prosecution of cruelty to animals cases may help prevent the cycle of abuse from continuing in 
Alaskan families. Cmelty to animals cannot be tolerated, and an enforceable law is the first step in 
addressing the problem. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Laura Hood, Manager 
Division of Animal Control



7705 GLACIER HWY. JUNgAU, ALASKA 99001 (907)780-0260 FAX (907) 789-1795

F eb ru ary  2 6 , 1998

S en a to r D av e  D onley  
S ta te  C apito l B uilding 
Juneau , A lask a  99801

S en a to r D a v e  Donley:

On b e h a lf  o f  th e  G astineau  H u m an e Society  w e w ould like to  g o  on reco rd  as being in  su p p o rt o f  
S enate  B ill 284 . T he s ta tu to ry  language curren tly  in A S 11.61.140 is very  difficult to  p rove  and 
co u rts  have been  unab le  to  p ro secu te  a nu m b er o f  neglect and cruelty  cases. B ill 284 will im prove 
th e  language  in A S 11 .61 .140  and  enable p rosecu to rs to  convict th o se  th a t have partic ipated  in 
obv ious ac ts  o f  neg lec t and  cruelty .

C urren tly  b o th  the H u m an e S ociety  o f  th e  U nited S ta tes and A m erican H um ane have initiated 
cam paigns, “F irs t S trik e  A nim al C ruelty  /  H um an  V iolence”  and “ C am paign A gainst V iolence” , 
th is y ea r to  increase  th e  aw areness and  a lert all agencies involved in addressing  issues o f  child 
abuse and  n eg lec t th a t  th e re  is  a  h igh  corre la tion  betw een anim al abusers and child abusers. I f  th e  
anim al a b u se r can  be p ro secu ted  u nder A S  11.61.140 this could  be a to o l n o t only  to  p reven t 
fu rther anim al crue lty  b u t also p ro v id e  opportun ity  fo r intervention  in cases w here children are  
also victim s.

I f  th e re  is anyth ing  I can  do  to  facilitate passag e  o f  Bill 284 p lease le t m e know .

Sincerely,

L inda M . B lefgen  / y
E xecu tive  D irec to r

A NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION —
TOTAL P . 01


