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M u n i c i p a l i t y

A n c h o r a g e

o f

P.O. Box 201627 
Anchorage, Alaska 99520

M urk Begich 
C hairm an March 15, 1998

Representative Pete Kott, Chair 
House Rules Committee 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol (MS 3100)
Juneau, Alaska 99801

SENT VIA FAX
ORIGINAL BY MAIL

Dear Representative Kott:
The Anchorage Assembly has been informed that Senate Bill # 259, related to AM A TS, is 
currently in your House Rules Committee. I wanted to let you, as Chair of the House Rules 
Committee, know that the Anchorage Assembly recently approved a resolution that strongly 
opposed this particular piece of legislation.
You may not be aware that when this bill was in the House Transportation Committee, we 
attempted to provide public comment through a teleconference from Anchorage. It is my 
understanding that, at the time, Senator Donley indicated to the Chair of the Transportation 
Committee there was no need to telephonically hook up with Anchorage. Consequently we 
were not allowed the opportunity to voice our opposition. It is our understanding that since 
the bill is currently in the Rules Committee, we will have no further opportunities to testify. It 
is extremely important that you, and others of the Anchorage Caucus understand that this 
bill, if approved could jeopardize millions of federal dollars coming into the state.
Our opposition is based on the fact that we believe this law strips local control from 
decisions on how local road dollars will be allocated. We feel that our involvement and input 
from constituents related to items such as the Comprehensive Plan, the Official Streets and 
Highways Plan, the Trails Plan, Parks Plan and many others; makes us, on the local level, 
the most qualified to determine where our roads will be, which ones will be funded and how 
dollars are best distributed.
The fact that this bill only affected Anchorage, and the Transportation Committee refused to 
lot the affected local government participate in this proposed legislation concerns many oi 
us who serve on the Anchorage Assembly. I would respectfully urge extreme caution in 
allowing this bill to move forward because of the potential devastating effect it will have on

ds in Anchorage. Thanks in advance for your consideration.

cc: Anchorage Caucus
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Senate Bill 259
M E T R O P O L I T A N  P L A N N I N G  A U T H O R I T Y
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T h e A n c h o rag e  M etro p o litan  A rea  T ran sp o rta tio n  S tudy  (A M A T S ) w as c rea ted  to  
co m p ly  w ith  federa l law  re q u ir in g  co m m u n itie s  o f  o v er 5 0 ,0 0 0  in p o p u la tio n  to  h a v e  a 
M etro p o litan  P lan n in g  O rg an iza tio n  in o rd e r to  q u a lify  fo r federa l h ig h w ay  fu n d in g .

T h e  A M A T S  P o licy  C o m m ittee  is p re sen tly  co m p o sed  o f  tw o  A n c h o rag e  A ssem b ly  
m em b ers, o n e  rep resen ta tiv e  from  the  S ta te  D ep artm en t o f  T ra n sp o rta tio n  an d  P u b lic  
F ac ilitie s , o n e  rep resen ta tiv e  fro m  the S ta te  D ep artm en t o f  E n v iro n m en t C o n se rv a tio n  
and  th e  M ay o r o f  A n ch o rag e . T h e  A M A T S  P olicy  C o m m ittee  h as  re p re se n ta tio n  from  
all re lev an t b ran ch es  o f  local and  s ta te  g o v ern m en t ex cep t the  s ta te  leg is la tu re .

W hile  A M A T S  p o licy  req u ires  leg is la tiv e  au th o riza tio n  b efo re  any  federa l fu n d s c a n  be 
ex p e n d ed  o n  A M A T S  p rio rity  p ro jec ts , n o  m em b er o f  the  A la sk a  S ta te  L e g is la tu re  s its  on  
the  co m m itte e .

S en a te  B ill 2 59  w o u ld  am en d  the A M A T S  o p era tin g  ag reem en t to  ad d  tw o  A n c h o ra g e  
leg is la to rs ; o n e  m em b er o f  th e  sen a te  and  o n e  from  the ho u se . B oth  leg is la tiv e  m e m b e rs  
w o u ld  h av e  d is tric ts  tha t a re  p artia lly  o r  w h o lly  w ith in  the m e tro p o litan  a rea  an d  th ey  
w o u ld  be  se lec ted  by a  m ajo rity  o f  the  m em b ers  o f  th e ir re sp ec tiv e  b o d ies  w h o se  d is tr ic ts  
a lso  fall p a r tia lly  o r w h o lly  w ith in  th e  m e tro p o litan  area . O n e  o f  th e  s ta te  a d m in is tra tiv e  
m em b ers  to  the  p o licy  co m m itte e  w o u ld  be d e le ted . T h is  ch an g e  in m e m b ersh ip  w o u ld  
c rea te  an  eq u a l b a lan ce  o f  s ta te  an d  local m em b ers  on  the A M A T S  p o licy  co m m itte e .

T h e  F ed era l H ig h w ay  A d m in is tra tio n  (F H W A ) h as sta ted  n o  o b jec tio n  to  ch a n g in g  th e  
co m p o s itio n  o f  th e  A M A T S  P o licy  C o m m ittee  to  inc lude  m em b ers  o f  th e  S ta te  
L eg is la tu re . F u rth er, th e  F H W A  h as sta ted  th a t th ere  is no reaso n  tha t th e  A M A T S  
p ro g ram  w o u ld  not rem a in  in  co m p lian ce  w ith  federal reg u la tio n s  o n c e  the  c h a n g e  in 
m e m b ersh ip  h as  been  in stitu ted .

A n ex a m p le  o f  a  su ccessfu l m e tro p o litan  p lan n in g  o rg an iza tio n  is th e  O ah u  M e tro p o litan  
P lan n in g  O rg a n iza tio n  (O M P O ) in I Ion o lu lu , I Iaw aii. U n d er the  a u sp ic e s  o f  th e  federa l 
g o v e rn m e n t, c rea ted  by the  S ta te  L eg is la tu re  in 1975 and  reo rg an ized  in 1986, the  O M P O  
is co m p o sed  o f  fou r parts: a  P o licy  C o m m ittee , o r  d ec is io n  m ak in g  b ody , a T ec h n ica l 
A d v iso ry  C o m m ittee , a  C itize n  A d v iso ry  C o m m ittee  and  a s ta f f  p erso n . The Po. y 
C o m m ittee  co n s is ts  o f  s ix  s ta le  leg is la to rs , five H o n o lu lu  C ity  C o u n c il m em b ers , an  
a p p o in tee  o f  the G o v e rn o r and  an ap p o in tee  o f  th e  M ay o r o f  I Iono lu lu .



S B  2 5 9  -  S p o n so r  S ta te m e n t '
P ag e  2

T h e  O M P O  d o es  n o t c o n s tru c t p ro jec ts  o r  im p le m e n t p ro g ram s. R a th er, its  d irec tiv e  
fo c u se s  u p o n  d ev e lo p m e n t o f  p la n s  and  p ro g ram s to  p ro d u c e  an  in teg ra te d  in te rm o d a l 
tra n sp o r ta tio n  sy s tem .

It sh o u ld  b e  n o te d  th a t p a ssa g e  o f  SB  2 59  w o u ld  h av e  n o  im p ac t o n  th e  o p e ra tio n  o r 
fu n c tio n s  o f  th e  A n c h o ra g e  A ssem b ly  o r  th e  M u n ic ip a lity  o f  A n c h o rag e .



S e n a t o r  D a v e  D o n l e y
A L A S K A  S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E

M E M O R A N D U M

T o: S en a to r T im  K elly
C h a ir, S en a te  R u les  C o m m ittee

F ro m : S en a to r D av e  D o n ley  IB
C o -C h a ir, A n ch o rag e  C aucus

R e: F lo o r A c tio n  R eq u est lo r  SB 2 59  - ch a n g in g  the co m p o s itio n
o f  the  A n ch o rag e  M etro p o litan  A rea  T ra n sp o rta tio n  C o m m ittee .

D ate : F eb ru a ry  19, 1998

A s C o -C h a ir  o f  the  A n ch o rag e  C au cu s , I re q u es t y ou  c a le n d a r  SB  2 5 9 , w h ich  ch a n g es  the 
c o m p o s itio n  the  A n ch o rag e  M etro p o litan  A rea  T ra n sp o rta tio n  S tu d y  (A M A T S ), fo r flo o r 
ac tio n  in th e  S en a te .

B y a  vo te  o f  19-0, the A n c h o rag e  C au cu s ad o p ted  a m o tio n  to  su p p o rt ad d in g  one 
A n c h o rag e  s ta te  se n a to r  and  o n e  A n ch o rag e  sta te  rep resen ta tiv e  to  A M A T S  p o licy  
c o m m itte e  an d  red u ce  the  n u m b er o f  ap p o in tee s  by the G o v e rn o r. S en a te  B ill 2 59  is the 
leg is la tio n  th a t ca rrie s  o u t the in ten t o f  the cau cu s.

T h e  cu rre n t m ak e-u p  o f  the  A M A T S  po licy  co m m itte e  is e s tab lish ed  by an  o p era tin g  
ag re e m e n t b e tw een  the M ay o r o f  A n ch o rag e  an d  the G o v e rn o r. It is no t a  reg u la tio n  o r a 
s ta tu te  an d  is not set by federa l ru les. T h at ag reem en t c rea ted  the  cu rren t co m p o s itio n  o f  
the A M A T S  co m m itte e  w h ich  co n sis ts  o f  the M ay o r o f  A n ch o rag e , tw o  A n ch o rag e  
A ssem b ly  m em b ers , bo th  o f  w h o m  arc ap p o in ted  by the  M ay o r o f  A n c h o rag e , tw o  
re p re se n ta tiv e s  from  the  S ta te  o f  A lask a , o n e  from  the S ta te  D ep artm en t o f  
T ra n sp o rta tio n  an d  P u b lic  F ac ilitie s  and one from  the S ta te  D ep artm en t o f  E n v iro n m en t 
C o n se rv a tio n .

SB  2 59  am en d s  the  A M A T S  o p era tin g  ag reem en t to  add  tw o  A n ch o rag e  leg is la to rs : one  
m e m b e r o f  th e  sen a te  an d  o n e  from  the h o u se . It a lso  d e le te s  o n e  sta le  ad m in is tra tiv e  
from  the A M A 1 S  co m m itte e .

I a p p re c ia te  y o u r co n s id e ra tio n  o f  th is  leq u es t. If y ou  h av e  any  q u es tio n s , p lease  co n tac t 
m y s e lf  o r  Ja m e s  A rm stro n g  o f  m y s ta ff  at 4 6 5 -6 5 8 1 .

DD/jja
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