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"The C rim e V ictim s' R ig h ts  a n d  A d v o cacy  A ct o f 1998"

On Novem ber 8, 1994, the voters o f A laska ra tified an am endm ent to the 
C ons titu tion o f the State o f A laska w h ich p rov ides specific righ ts to v ic tim s o f 
crime. The ove rw he lm in g approva l rate -- 86.6% in favo r -- was clear 
testament o f Alaskans' be lie f that:

"C r im e  v ic t im s , as defined  by law , s h a l l  h a v e  the f o l l o w in g  
rights a s  p r o v id ed  by la w : the r igh t to be rea son ab ly  protected  
from  the a ccu sed  th rough  the im p o s it io n  o f  appropr ia te  b a il o r  
c o n d it io n s  o f  re lease  by the court; the r igh t to confer w ith  th e 
p ro se cu t ion ; the r igh t to be treated iv ith  d ign ity , respect, a n d  
fa irn ess  du r in g  a l l  p h a se s  o f  the c r im in a l or ju v e n ile  ju s t ic e  
process, the r igh t to t im e ly  d is p o s it io n  o f  the case f o l lo io in g  th e  
arrest o f  the accused , the r igh t to o b ta in  in fo rm a t ion  ab ou t  a n d  
be a l lo w e d  to be p resen t a t  a l l  c r im in a l or  ju v e n ile  p ro ce ed in g s  
w here  the accu sed  h a s  the r igh t to be presen t; the r ight to be 
a l lo w e d  to be heard , up on  request, a t sen ten c ing , before or after 
c o n v ic t io n  or ju v e n ile  a d ju d ica t io n , a n d  a t a n y  p ro c e e d in g  
w here the a ccu sed 's  re lease from  cu s to d y  is con sid ered ; the r igh t 
to restitu tion  from  the accu sed ; a n d  the r igh t to be in fo rm ed , 
up on  request, o f  the a c cu sed ’s  escape  or  release from  cu stody  
before or after c o n v ic t io n  or  ju v e n ile  a d ju d ic a t io n ."

—  ART ICLE I, SECTION 24, A LA S K A  CONST ITU T IO N

Passage o f th is leg is la tion w il l pu t in  place a mechanism to guarantee the 
practica l app lica tion o f this ve ry im po rta n t C ons titu tio na l Am endm en t. It is 
tim e fo r v ic tim s to have advocacy when dea ling w ith  a ju d ic ia l system so 
heav ily weighted to the benefit o f c rim ina ls , and based on a process replete 
w ith  technicalities and legal jargon, rende ring i t v ir tu a lly  indecipherab le to 
anyone other than the attorneys.


