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' A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  c r i m e s  o f  m u r d e r ,  

m a n s l a u g h t e r ,  a n d  c r i m i n a l l y  n e g l i g e n t  

h o m i c i d e  a n d  t o  h o m i c i d e s  o f  c h i l d r e n "

A ll too often, when a ch ild is k ille d , even when the k ille r is convicted, they 
do no t receive pun ishm en t commensurate w ith  the severity o f the ir actions. 
T rag ica lly , this has especially been the case when ve ry young ch ild ren are 
k ille d . I believe these ch ild ren , who are the most vu lne rab le members o f ou r 
society, are owed far more than ou r c rim ina l justice system has affo rded 
them. CS SB 218 (JUD) makes the fo llo w in g changes to ou r c rim ina l statutes:

• am end s current la iv  by  ad d in g  a  n ew  form  o f  f ir s t  degree murder 
w h en  the death  o f  a c h i ld  resu lts from  the c om m is s io n  or 
a ttem p ted  c om m is s io n  o f  k id n ap p in g , or  o f  a  sex ua l offense,

« expands the l is t  o f  offenses c o n s t itu t in g  f e lo n y  m urder to  in c lude  
sex u a l abuse o f  a  m in or  in the f ir st a n d  se cond  degrees,

•  e leva te s  c r im in a lly  neg ligen t h om ic id e  from  a c la s s  C  to  a  c la s s  B  
f e lo n y ,

•  e s tab lish e s  a tw en ty  year  m an d a to r y  m in im um  sentence fo r  a 
p erson  con v ic ted  o f  a  murder o f  a  ch ild  under the age o f  sixteen,

•  in creases the m an d a to ry  m in im u m  sen tence (from  f iv e  to seven  
years) fo r  m anslaugh ter , zvhen the v ic t im  is  a  c h ild  under the age o f  
six teen ,

• e stab lish e s  a n ew  sen ten c ing  p r o v is io n , zuhich a llo zo s  fo r  a  term o f 
un su sp end ed  im pr isonm en t th a t  exceeds the p re sum p tiv e  term, fo r  
certa in  fe lo n y  offenses if  the v ic t im  is  a ch ild  under the age o f  16.

C h ild ren deserve a responsible level o f care when they are entrusted to an 
adu lt. CS SB 218 (JUD) w il l help accomplish both the goals o f deterrence and 
estab lish ing a pun ishm ent more fit t in g  the crime. Passage o f this b ill w ill 
correct serious deficiencies in ou r legal system. I urge you r support.


