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"A n A ct P ro v id in g  for th e  C ivil C o m m itm en t 
o f S exual P re d a to rs "

In the past we have been powerless to preven t the release from  custody o f 
dangerous sexual predators w ho have no t been rehab ilita ted and are almost 
assured to re-offend. N ow , thanks to a recent Un ited States Supreme C ou rt 
ru lin g (Kansas v. Hend ricks ), we have the ab ility to em ploy another too l to 
help pro tect ou r citizens from  society's most heinous sexual predators. SB 216 
w ou ld p rov ide the too l —  wh ich meets cons titu tiona l requirements -- to keep 
some o f the wors t sexual predators o ff the streets. This w il l he lp us preven t 
fu tu re sexual assaults, and the destroyed lives w h ich often result.

A rizona , Kansas, M inneso ta , N ew Jersey, W ash ing ton , W isconsin and 
Illin o is are among the states tha t have a lready enacted c iv il comm itm en t 
laws. SB 216 is modeled after Kansas' statute, w h ich has been upheld by the 
highest court o f the land. The experience in the other states is that this 
p rov is ion has been used sparing ly , and on ly in the case o f some o f the very 
wors t repeat sexual offenders who are de te rm ined like ly to re-offend.

SB 216 w il l a llow the state to confine the most serious sexual predators, such 
as pedophiles who, as statistics show , have a rec id iv ism rate o f over 85%.
C iv il comm itm en t cou ld on ly be accomplished fo llow in g a c iv il tria l, in 
wh ich the cou rt or ju ry  finds that a person is a sexua lly v io le n t preda to r us ing 
the "beyond a reasonable doub t" standard.

This small g roup o f dangerous sexual offenders pose a real threat, pa rticu la rly 
to the women and ch ild ren o f ou r state. SB 216 w ou ld prov ide a tool to 
preven t ou r most vu lne rab le citizens from  being fu rth e r terro rized by these 
know n sexual predators.


