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SPONSOR STATEMENT

SB 164 - Authority of Emergency Medical Technicians

Senate Bill 164 repairs a long overdue shortcom ing in our public safety 
netw ork. Specifically, it provides EMT’s w ith appropria te  and  relevan t 
authority  at the scene of an accident as well as during responses to m edical 
emergencies in homes, w ithout creating potential conflict betw een emergency 
personnel. SB 164 is intended to protect EMT's who arrive first on the scene 
of an  accident or m edical em ergency, o r w ho are the only  em ergency 
responders to arrive for some time, as is the case in m any rural areas.

C urren tly , w e ask em ergency m edical technicians to perfo rm  actions 
necessary to their duties such as:

• controlling and directing activities at the scene of an accident;
• tem porarily blocking or redirecting traffic to avoid the scene of an accident;
• trespassing upon property in order to respond to an emergency call;
• en tering  a building, including a private  residence, or prem ises w here 

report of an injury or illness has taken place; and
• directing the removal or destruction of a m otor vehicle or other thing in 

order to prevent further harm  to injured or ill individuals;

w ithou t giving them  the p roper legal au thority  to do so. By taking for 
granted that EMT's are expected to perform  these duties in the absence of any 
legal authority, w e leave hundreds of m en and women vulnerable to lack of 
cooperation on the part of the public and potential liable suits.

Alaska relies heavily on its emergency medical personnel, especially in rural 
areas w ere law  enforcement and fire personnel are relatively few in num bers. 
Just as w e expect EMT's to protect our safety in an em ergency situation, we 
should reciprocate this service, and give EMT's the proper legal authority  to 
do their jobs w ithout compromising their personal safety.
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