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c c : M a i l  for: T i m  D e n i n t e n d i

Subject:

Forwarded:

To:

To:

CS SB 122

Senator Mike Miller at LAA_SMIL 4/23/97 12:22 PM 

Benjamin Brown at LAA_SKEL 

Tim Benintendi at LAA_SKEL

n o t  s u r e  i f  y o u  g o t  t h i s  o r  n o t . . . m i g h t  h e l p  w i t h  t h e  b i l l  t h a t  y o u  j u s t  g o t  

b a c k  i n  c o m m i t t e e ,  m a r y

S u b j e c t :  C S  S B  1 2 2

F r o m :  r j c o o k @ p t i a l a s k a . n e t  ( " R i c h a r d  C o o k " )  a t  C C 2M H S1

D a t e :  4 / 2 2 / 9 7  1 1 : 4 4  PM

D e a r  S e n a t o r  M i l l e r ,

ACTION R EQ U EST ED

C S  S B  1 2 2  i s  u p  f o r  a  s e c o n d  r e a d i n g  t o m o r r o w  a n d  I  a n d  t h e  J u n e a u  D e n t a l  

S o c i e t y  w o u ld  a p p r e c i a t e  i t  v e r y  m u c h  i f  y o u  w o u l d  c o n s i d e r  r e m o v i n g  t h e  

a m e n d m e n t  t h a t  c l a i m s  t o  c l a r i f y  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  " u n f a i r  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n "  

a s  u s e d  i n  t h e  b i l l .  D e n t i s t r y  h a s  a  c o n c e r n  f o r  t h i s  b i l l  b e c a u s e  o f  i t s  

m u c h  b r o a d e r  i m p l i c a t i o n s  t h a n  t h e  t i t l e .

WHY REMOVE T H E  AMENDMENT? I T  ALLOW S U N FA IR  D IS C R IM IN A T IO N .

B y  a d o p t i n g  t h e  " d e f i n i t i o n  o f  u n f a i r  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n "  a m e n d m e n t  t o  S B  1 2 2 ,  

t h e  w h o l e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  b i l l  c o m p l e t e l y  c h a n g e s  f r o m  o n e  t h a t  p r o m o t e s  

p a t i e n t  f r e e d o m  o f  c h o i c e  t o  o n e  t h a t  s e v e r e l y  s t i f l e s  f r e e d o m  o f  c h o i c e .  

T h e  a m e n d m e n t  a l l o w s  t h i r d  p a r t y  p a y e r s  t o  l e g a l l y  a p p l y  d i f f e r e n t ,  a n d  

U N FA IR , s t a n d a r d s  o f  p a y m e n t ,  s t a n d a r d s  o f  r e q u i r e d  d o c u m e n t a t i o n  a n d  

s t a n d a r d s  o f  c a r e  t o  d i f f e r e n t  i n d i v i d u a l  p r o v i d e r s .  A l l  t h a t  a n y  t h i r d  

p a r t y  h a s  t o  d o  i s  c l a i m  t h a t  t h e y  d i s c r i m i n a t e d  f o r  " p u r p o s e s  o f  

u t i l i z a t i o n  r e v i e w ,  c o s t  c o n t a i n m e n t ,  o r  s t a n d a r d s  o f  c a r e . "  T h a t  

l o o p h o l e  i s  s o  b i g  y o u  c a n  d r i v e  a  f l e e t  o f  t r u c k s  t h r o u g h  i t .

WHY I S  U N FA IR  D IS C R IM IN A T IO N  BA D?

T h i r d  p a r t i e s  h a v e  u s e d  a n d  w i l l  u s e  t h i s  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  a s  a  " c l u b "  t o  

a n y o n e  o r  a n y  o r g a n i z a t i o n  w h o  w o u ld  d i s a g r e e  w i t h  a n y  o f  t h e i r  d i c t a t e s  o r  

" s u g g e s t i o n s " .  S u r e l y  y o u  h a v e  r e a d  i n  T im e  M a g a z i n e  w h e r e  t h e  i n s u r a n c e  

c o m p a n i e s  a r e  i m p l e m e n t i n g  " g a g  c l a u s e s "  o n  a l l  o f  t h e i r  P R E F E R R E D  

PR O V ID ER S  s o  t h a t  t h e  d o c t o r s  c a n n o t  e v e n  t a l k  a b o u t  t h e  b e s t  o r  m o s t  

r e a s o n a b l e  t r e a t m e n t s  t o  t h e i r  o w n  p a t i e n t s .  T h e s e  g a g  c l a u s e s  a r e  

e n f o r c e d  b y  s e v e r e  f i n a n c i a l  p e n a l t i e s .  I  w o u ld  n o t  w a n t  m y  f a m i l y  d o c t o r  

t o  b e  p l a c e d  i n  t h e  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  h e  c o u l d  n o t  e v e n  m e n t i o n  a  b e t t e r  o r  

l i f e  s a v i n g  t r e a t m e n t  t o  m e o r  m y  f a m i l y  b e c a u s e  i t  w a s  n o t  a p p r o v e d  b y  

t h e  t h i r d  p a r t y  p a y e r  a s  o n e  t h e y  w a n t e d  t o  p a y  f o r .

FU RTH ER  IM P L IC A T IO N S  O F T H E  AMENDMENT TO S B  1 2 2  (C S  S B  1 2 2 )  TO D E N T IS T R Y . 

S o m e  o f  u s  i n  d e n t i s t r y  h a v e  a n  " a l t e r n a t i v e "  d e n t a l  p r a c t i c e .  We d o  n o t  

p l a c e  a m a lg a m  r e s t o r a t i o n s .  S o m e  i n s u r a n c e  c a r r i e r s  d o  n o t  l i k e  t h a t  a t  

a l l .  E v e n  w i t h o u t  t h i s  a m e n d m e n t ,  t h i r d  p a r t y  p a y e r s  a r e  d o i n g  t h e i r  b e s t  

t o  f o r c e  u s  t o  d o  a m a l g a m s .  T h i s  i s  d o n e  i n  m a n y  d i f f e r e n t  w a y s .  A t  t i m e s  

w e  h a v e  t o  s u b m i t  d o c u m e n t a t i o n  t h a t  w o u ld  p r o v e  a  c a s e  i n  c o u r t  b e f o r e  

t h e y  w i l l  p a y  f o r  o u r  t r e a t m e n t s .  I t  i s  a  h a s s l e  b u t ,  a s  i t  i s  n o w , w e  c a n  

l i v e  w i t h  i t .  I f  w e  w e r e  t o  f a l l  i n t o  l i n e  a n d  d o  a m a lg a m s  i n s t e a d  o f  

c o m p o s i t e s ,  g o l d  a n d  p o r c e l a i n s  t h e n  I  am  q u i t e  s u r e  t h a t  m o s t  o f  o u r  

d o c u m e n t a t i o n  p r o b l e m s  w i t h  t h e m  w o u l d  f a d e  a w a y .  We c a n  l i v e  w i t h  t h e m  

n o w .  I f  t h i r d  p a r t y  p a y e r s  a r e  g i v e n  c o m p l e t e  f r e e d o m  t o  u n f a i r l y  

d i s c r i m i n a t e ,  t h e n  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  w o u l d  r e d u c e  o r  e l i m i n a t e  t h e  a b i l i t y  o f  

a l l  A l a s k a n s  t o  c h o o s e  a n  a l t e r n a t i v e  w a y  o f  h e a l t h  c a r e .

I  KNOW THAT T H E  T H IR D  PA R TY  PA Y E R S  A RE PLA Y IN G  HA RDBA LL
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' I  h a v e  h a d  a  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  a n  i n s u r a n c e  c a r r i e r  p l a c e  a  c o n t r a c t  o n  m y 

d e s k  a n d  " s u g g e s t e d "  t h a t  i f  I  d i d n ' t  s e e  d e n t a l  c a r e  t h e i r  w a y ,  I  w o u l d  b e  

l o s i n g  1 / 3  o r  s o  o f  m y  p r a c t i c e .  T h i s  i s  n o t  a  j o k e .  I f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  

g i v e s  t h i r d  p a r t y  p a y e r s  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  h a r m  A l a s k a n s  b y  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n ,  I  

am  p e r s o n a l l y  c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  t h e y  p l a n  t o  u s e  o r  a b u s e  t h i s  l o o p h o l e  t o  t h e  

m ax im u m  t h e  l a w  a l l o w s .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  r e a d i n g  m y  c o m m e n t s .

R i c h a r d  J .  C o o k  D D S

P r e s i d e n t  -  J u n e a u  D e n t a l  S o c i e t y

7 1 2  W e s t  1 2 t h  S t r e e t

J u n e a u ,  AK 9 9 8 0 1

r j c o o k O p t i a l a s k a . n e t
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A la s k a  S tate L e g is la tu re
Senate

State Capitol 
Juneau, AK. 99801-1182

Labor and Commerce Committee

S B  1 2 2  S p o n s o r  S t a t e m e n t

Senate Bill 122 was introduced by the Labor and Commerce 
Committee at the request of the Alaska Association for Marriage and 
Family Therapy (AAMFT). SB 122 will add marital and family 
therapists to the list o f  providers against whom insurers may not 
d isc r im in a te .

This bill does not require insurers to add coverage o f marital and 
family therapists where the coverage currently ' j  not provided. It 
merely requires that insurers treat marital and family therapists on 
equal footing with other licensed providers and extend the same  
opportunities for coverage that the insurer offers others providing  
the same services. The definition o f unfair discrimination is clarified 
by this bill and codifies existing practice.

Section 1, paragraph 1 adds marital and family therapists to the 
unfair discrimination list under group health insurance polic ies  with 
a effective date of July 1, 1997. Paragraph 2 clarifies the definition  
of  unfair discrimination.

Legislation (Section 4, ch. 39, SLA 1993) affecting the unfair 
discrimination clause was passed in 1993 with an effective date o f  
1998. Section 2 repeals and reenacts this section to reflect the 
addition o f  marital and family therapists and clarifies the definition  
of unfair discrimination.

AAMFT is a division of the American Association for marriage and 
Family Therapy, Inc. Marriage and family therapists (MFTs) are a 
group o f  mental health professionals with background in a variety of  
disciplines, including psychology, social work, and family social 
science. MFTs are licensed or certified in 37 states and are 
recognized by the U.S. Department o f  Health and Human Services as 
one o f  the five core mental health disciplines i~ the U.S.
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