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ALASKA COURT SYSTEM
State of Alaska

Office Of The Administrative Director
820 West 4th Avenue
Anchorage, Alaska 99501
907g 264-8265

Doug Wooliver E
Administrative Attorney FAX (907) 264-8291
March 11, 1997

Dear Senator Kelly;

The Alaska Court System respectively requests that SB 106 be calendared for floor debate at your
earliest convenience.

This bill will benefit those citizens submitting applications to be notaries public by removing the
requirement that the required bond applications be signed by the clerk of the superior court.
Although this bill will provide a small time savings to the court system, its primary purpose isto
save notary applicants an extra and unnecessary step and to remove 1 to 2 weeks from the

appointment process.

Currently, by statute, the Lieutenant Governor is charged with accepting applications from and
appointing notaries. However, a law enacted shortly after statehood requires that the clerk of the
superior court approve the $1,000 bond that is part of the application. This means that rather than
sending their applications directly to the Lieutenant Governor, applicants must first take or mail
them to the superior court. The court clerk merely looks at the bond to make sure that itis filled
out properly and signed. There 1is no analysis done and no verification that the information is
accurate. This function is not something that the clerk is uniquely qualified to do or has any

particular expertise in.

This bill allows notary applications to be sent directly to the Lieutenant Governor, thus removing
one layer of bureaucracy and 1to 2weeks of time from the notary application process.

Administrative Attorney



