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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTON NO. 59

SPONSOR STATEMENT

This resolution urges the Congress of the United States to present a constitutional
amendment to the states that would authorize Congress to prohibit the physical

desecration of the American flag.

The flag has long been enshrined as the symbol of what is right with America and
is a most worthy emblem of our nation. The law, as interpreted by the United States
Supreme Court no longer accords to the Stars and Stripes that reverence, respect and
dignity befitting the banner of our noble experiment of a nation state, * the last, best hope

of mankind.”(A. Lincoln).

The Resolution supports Congressional House Resolution 54 or Senate Joint
Resolution 40 providing Congress the authority to prohibit the physical desecration of the

flag.

I urge your support for this Resolution.

Representative Pete Kott

Juneau Office (907) 465-3777 Toll Free 1-800-861-KOTT(5688) Fax (907) 465-2819
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JOINT RESOLUTION

Proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the United
States authorizing the Congress to prohibit the physical
desecration of the flag of the United States.

1 Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives
2 of the United States of America in Congress assermbled
3 (two-thirds ofeach House concurring therein), That the fol-

1 lowiner article is oroDosed as an amendment to the C0n-

2 stitution of the United States, which shall be valid to all
3 intents and purposes as part of the Constitution when
4 ratified by the legislatures of three-fourths of the several
5 States within seven years after the date of its submission
6 for ratification:

7 “Article—

8 “The Congress shall have power to prohibit the phys-
9 ical desecration of the flag of the United States.”.
Passed the House of Representatives June 12, 1997.
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Proposing an mendraeiit to the Constitution of the United States authorizing
Congreaa to p>.ibifc.it the physical dcaecration of the flag of tho United States.

IN THID SHNATE OF THE UNITED STATES

February 4,1998

Mr. Hatgd (frr huuafclf, Mr. Clelanij, Mr. Hagbl, Mr. Stevens, Mr.
Po:«r>, Mr. Lott, Mr. Coverdbdl, Mr. Kempthorne, Mr. Allard, Mr.
Aeaowcjfy, Mr. Bond, Mr. BrcjwnhaOK, Mr. Burns, Mr. Campbell,
Mil Coat*, Mr. Cochran, Mb. Collins, Mr. Craig, Mr. D Am~to, M*
DaWosa, Mr. Domenjci, Mr. Enzi, Mr. FauiCloth, Mr. Frist, Mr.
Gramm, Mr. Osamb, Mr. Grabkley, Mr. Gpegg, Mr. Helms, Mr.
nm*CSiwtC-N", Mra. Hutchison, Mr. iNrrora, Mr. ICyl, Mr. Lugab, Mr.
Mack, MM McCain. Mr. Muricowskt, Mr. Roberts, Mr. Roth, Mr.
Santoruw, Mr. Sessions, Mr. Shelby, Mr. Smith of New Hampshire,
Mr. Smith of Oregon, Ms. Snowe, Mr. Thompson, Mr. Thurmond, Mr.
“Warner, Mr. Bauols, Mr. Breaux, Mre. Feunstew, M* Hokungs,
Mr. 1to)D, M* Rocbbpeu.br, and Mr. Johnson) introduced the follow-
ing joint n wlutioM; which was read twice iuid referred to the Committeo
on the Jnriary

J O IN T R E S O LU TIO N

Proposing a.I amendment to tlie Constitution of the United
States authorizing Congress to prohibit the physical dese-
cration. of the flag of tho United States.

1 fe <t by the Senate and House qf Representatives
2 of tlie United States of America in Congress assermbled,
3 That  following article is proposed as an amendment
4 to the Constitution of the United States, which shall ha
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2
1 valrd to all intents and purposes as part of the Constitu-
2 tion when ratified by the legialatwes of three-fourths of
3 the several States within 7 years after the date of its sub-
4 ittyssion for ratification:
5 “Article—
6 “the Congress shall have power to prohibit the phys-

7 icol desolation ofthe flag of the United States.”.
O
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Senator Stevens today joined in sponsoring a Senate
Resolution proposing a Constitutional Amendment that would give

Congress the power to prohibit the physical desecration of the
flag.

Noting that Alaskans are strong in their belief that our

flag should not be desecrated, Stevens said, "The power.to amend
the Constitution demands a cautious respeat. It is a
considerable power - one that has helped to chart the course of
our history. We should not jump headlong into amendments. But
we should not be afraid to act on our be%iefs, either.

"The Supreme Court has given ub a choice,* the Senator said.
*We can accept that the First Amendment allows the desecration of
Amarioa®s flag, or we can change the law to prevant it."

The Senator pointed ov hat as states had laws preventing
flag desecration before the: laws were struck down in a"Supreme

Court decision.

For those who serve overseas, 1in peacetime as well as
conflict, the flag serves as a special reminder and symbol of the
freedom Americans enjoy more than any other nation, Stevens said.
The Senator, who was closely involved in the Statehood movement
whan he served as assistant to the Secretary of the Interior and
Solicitor of the Department, recalled, "l remember the day the
4Sth star was pinned on our flag. It was ons of the proudest

moments of my life,"
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