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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTON NO. 59

SPONSOR STATEMENT

This resolution urges the Congress of the United States to present a constitutional 
amendment to the states that would authorize Congress to prohibit the physical 
desecration of the American flag.

The flag has long been enshrined as the symbol of what is right with America and 
is a most worthy emblem of our nation. The law, as interpreted by the United States 
Supreme Court no longer accords to the Stars and Stripes that reverence, respect and 
dignity befitting the banner of our noble experiment of a nation state, “ the last, best hope 
of mankind.”(A. Lincoln).

The Resolution supports Congressional House Resolution 54 or Senate Joint 
Resolution 40 providing Congress the authority to prohibit the physical desecration of the 
flag.

I urge your support for this Resolution.

Representative Pete Kott
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JOINT RESOLUTION
Proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the United 

States authorizing the Congress to prohibit the physical 
desecration of the flag of the United States.

1 Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives

2 of the United States of America in Congress assembled

3 (two-thirds of each House concurring therein), That the fol-

1 lowiner a rtic le  is  oroDosed as an am endm ent to  the  C on -

2 stitution of the United States, which shall be valid to all
3 intents and purposes as p a r t of the Constitution when
4 ratified by the legislatures of three-fourths of the several
5 States within seven years after the date of its submission
6 for ratification:
7  “ A r t i c l e —

8 “The Congress shall have power to prohibit the phys-
9 ical desecration of the flag of the United S tates.”.

Passed the House of Representatives June 12, 1997. 
Attest:

Clerk
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Proposing an m endraeiit to the Constitution of the United States authorizing 
Congreaa to p> .ibifc.it the physical dcaecration of the flag of tho United States.

IN T.HID SHNATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
F e b r u a r y  4,1998

Mr. H a t g a (frr huuafclf, Mr. Clelanij, Mr. Hagbl, Mr. Stevens, Mr. 
Po:«r>, Mr. Lott, Mr. Coverdbdl, Mr. Kempthorne, Mr. Allard, Mr. 
Aeaowcjfy, Mr. Bond, Mr. BrcjwnhaOK, Mr. Burns, Mr. Campbell, 
Mi1. Coat*, Mr. Cochran, Mb. Collins, Mr. Craig, Mr. D ’Am^to, Mi*. 
DaWosa, Mr. Domenjci, Mr. Enzi, Mr. FauiCloth, Mr. Frist, Mr. 
Gramm, Mr. O s am b , Mr. Grabkley, Mr. Gpegg, Mr. Helms, Mr. 
nm'CSiwtC-N', Mra. Hutchison, Mr. iNrrora, Mr. ICyl, Mr. Lugab, Mr. 
Mack, M>*. McCain. Mr. Muricowskt, Mr. Roberts, Mr. Roth, Mr. 
Santoruw, Mr. Sessions, Mr. Shelby, Mr. Smith of New Hampshire, 
Mr. Smith of Oregon, Ms. Snowe, Mr. Thompson, Mr. T h u r m o n d ,  Mr. 
"Warner, Mr. Bauols, Mr. Breaux, Mre. Feunstew, Mi*. H o k u n g s ,  
Mr. Ito)D, Mi*. Rocbbpeu.br, and Mr. Johnson) introduced the follow- 
ing joint n wIutioM; which was read twice iuid referred to the Committeo 
on the Jn r^ iary

J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N

Proposing a.i amendment to tlie Constitution of the United 
States authorizing Congress to prohibit th e physical dese­
cration. o f the flag of tho United States.

1 . f e  <heti by the Senate and House qf Representatives

2 of tlie United States of America in Congress assembled,

3 That following article is proposed as an amendment
4 to the Constitution of the United States, which shall ha
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1 vaJrd to all intents and purposes as p a rt of the Constitu-
2 tion when ratified by the legialatwes of three-fourths of
3 the several States within 7 years after the date of its sub-
4 ittyssion for ratification:
5 “Article—

6 ‘" th e  Congress shall have power to prohibit the phys-
7 icol d eso la tion  of the flag of the United States.”.
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STEVjENfl JtlJXB XtT S P O N S O R I N G !  R H f l O L U T X O N  
P R O P O S I N G  PLAQ D E S E C R A T I O N  AWBHDMENT

S e n a t o r  S t e v e n s  t o d a y  j o i n e d  i n  s p o n s o r i n g  a  S e n a t e  
R e s o l u t i o n  p r o p o s i n g  a  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  A m e n d m e n t  t h a t  w o u l d  g i v e  
C o n g r e s s  t h e  p o w e r  t o  p r o h i b i t  t h e  p h y s i c a l  d e s e c r a t i o n  o f  t h e  
f l a g .

N o t i n g  t h a t  A l a s k a n s  a r e  s t r o n g  i n  t h e i r  b e l i e f  t h a t  o u r  
f l a g  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  d e s e c r a t e d ,  S t e v e n s  s a i d ,  "T h e  p o w e r . t o  a m e n d  
t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  d e m a n d s  a  c a u t i o u s  r e s p e a t .  I t  i s  a  
c o n s i d e r a b l e  p o w e r  - o n e  t h a t  h a s  h e l p e d  t o  c h a r t  t h e  c o u r s e  o f
o u r  h i s t o r y .  W e  s h o u l d  n o t  j u m p  h e a d l o n g  i n t o  a m e n d m e n t s .  B u t
w e  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  a f r a i d  t o  a c t  o n  o u r  b e l i e f s ,  e i t h e r .

i

' T h e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  h a s  g i v e n  u b  a  c h o i c e , *  t h e  S e n a t o r  s a i d .  
*We c a n  a c c e p t  t h a t  t h e  F i r s t  A m e n d m e n t  a l l o w s  t h e  d e s e c r a t i o n  o f  
A m a r i o a ' s  f l a g ,  o r  w e  c a n  c h a n g e  t h e  l a w  t o  p r e v a n t  i t . "

T h e  S e n a t o r  p o i n t e d  ov 
f l a g  d e s e c r a t i o n  b e f o r e  the: 
C o u r t  d e c i s i o n .

h a t  a s  s t a t e s  h a d  l a w s  p r e v e n t i n g  
l a w s  w e r e  s t r u c k  d o w n  i n  a ' S u p r e m e

F o r  t h o s e  w h o  s e r v e  o v e r s e a s ,  i n  p e a c e t i m e  a s  w e l l  a s  
c o n f l i c t ,  t h e  f l a g  s e r v e s  a s  a  s p e c i a l  r e m i n d e r  a n d  s y m b o l  o f  t h e  
f r e e d o m  A m e r i c a n s  e n j o y  m o r e  t h a n  a n y  o t h e r  n a t i o n ,  S t e v e n s  s a i d .  
T h e  S e n a t o r ,  w h o  w a s  c l o s e l y  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  S t a t e h o o d  m o v e m e n t  
w h a n  h e  s e r v e d  a s  a s s i s t a n t  t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r  a n d  
S o l i c i t o r  o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t ,  r e c a l l e d ,  "I r e m e m b e r  t h e  d a y  t h e  
4 S tb s t a r  w a s  p i n n e d  o n  o u r  f l a g .  I t  w a s  o n s  o f  t h e  p r o u d e s t  
m o m e n t s  o f  m y  l i f e , "
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