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Sponsor Statement

HJR 53

HJR 53 lends support to US Senate Bill S660. Senate Bill 660 provides for the
continuation of higher education through the conveyance of certain public lands
in the State of Alaska to the University of Alaska.

Supporting S660 helps complete the land grant to the University of Alaska. [twill
greatly assist the continuation of higher education in Alaska.

This Bill places the Legislature on the record supporting the commitment to the
University of Alaska as a land grant university.



TO THE
I T

(At sk r%gents for seekr
erI n

=< Un ersﬁy Zg at[)BO Pe&gPaﬁ) ac?etsh ’
ha? a'rqi?s&es Rps 0 Cg:sg
003 o ons%f acresn(t‘iJ ¢ q¥

gﬁrcafﬂ enanvclr(e)% u%lrcsc orﬁ
Act dedf

atetlt] 1 2 M I
bagedC on

sta €5 0
ure mec
er
fa

.owo rrarr

resé

nan

ou Ie sec ro

nron ttfa%
n ona—hai rec (,?rve
Gl

ska ever Becerved htl
ecr c SeCTIoNS

o rn

sec

Gl
ran g ?) uan
as mea

ran a. %f
00 mrl |on acre a en
rant pus %pcr creae 1
rrson
eer omes an

e unive sr
acres orateac er co e )

|naI a hood Act

agrn
ood gls e% sur
vee

Land grant edera

Sept. 4,1997 rant :S res,
To the editor: Eef\ée Hn er ear ler egrsatron
Southeast Alaska! C?rrserva 0
L# as ns to read Se

> tion ﬁuncrl rnacctgatey le‘r \We e
Hucedr Sen Murkowskr s{at

ol e oG

nrversrt 0

LIS
ejrox "

@

r?rn |

R

hat ot 0 the

would fsem rom

acrf

ren
Lan

e

E oncerne
It affers a chance %Por the

b et

Rememb [ t e unrverF?
Ions {0 a ask

auca?FaSSUl;n aeHYS em ILeJ

t

y upu ?Ocm”rtt(ﬁ‘? ta{hd

tan%sel ted |

%Ju,

ATt lons, a8 emor Bﬁ
Lt O
z[t(e?;% Cecatrsylan SWit v\rﬁrc

 statc )

cre%
era
iia
0

1



Land grant would help UAfill educational needs

ByJerome B. Komisar

Thofollowing is excerptedfront University o fAlaska
PresidentJerome B. Komisar'spresentation to US Senate
EnergyandResources Committee o fthouniversity'sviews
insupporlofS.CCO,whlchwouldgrantfederalpubUclands
totbouniverslly,fulfilling earliercommitmentsmedetoit
by Congress. Komisar testified Sept. 11 before tho US
Senate Eneigy and Natural Resources
Committee in Washington, D.C.

he University of Alaska is Alaska's
or.Iy public land grant university.
In 1915 and 1929, Congress made
federal landgrantsloadingcloseto370,000
acres to the State for the exclusive use and
benefit of die university. o
Fora number of reaSons, the university
bas received less than athird of the aarc-
ageallocated to it under these grant'-. The
failure to tranfer clie total allotment wes
due to the incompleteness of die icdcral
government's study of die region.
Before they could be conveyed, thelands
had to be surveyed. As of 1915, only a
fraction of 1 percent of Alaska had baen
surveyed, virtually none of it in die Tanana Valley where the
grantedlandswere located. Aslatcas 1952, amere (.6 percent
of dieentire Territory of Alaskahad beensurveyed. In theearly
19505, predictions
about how long It
would take to surve
Alaskaat current fed-
eral speed varied be-
tween 12,000 and
43 510 years,
TheresultIsthatof
all die stales that have received land grants, only Delaware
received |ess dian Alaska. AndgivendiesizeofAlaska, no odier
slate, byfar, received asmaller portion of total state acreage
for the Support of higher leaming, o
Tills obvious inequity is impossible to rationalize; first,
Alaska'svast size makes it eminendy possible to devote ignifi-
cant acreage to dlie Support of ldghcr education and greater
learming— Alaska docs not have land shortage, at least not
in public lands; while, second, Alaska's vast distances, its
harsh climacdc conditions, andl the remote locadons of many
ofils cldcsandvillages crcatcprohibidve costs unknown Indie
rest of the country, which makes a grant of land exemplary
pudlicpolicy. . .
|f there iS any section of our nation where educational
land grants are justified and necessary, it Is In the great

The result is that of all
the states that have
received land grants, only
‘Delaware received less
than Alaska.

land of Alaska. _ , o

The Universityof Alxskais astatewidc systemwhich consists
of three multimission universides located in Anchorage
Fairbanks and Juneau with extended safellte colleges and
centers, Including more than dozens of extension and re-
searchsites. _ , _

_Not surprisingly, die need for higher cducadon is most
difficult to serve In die rural and remote areas of die State
where vast dlistances separate cides and villages, where air

travel is the onl¥ means of fransportauon,
where the cost of communicadons —
telephone, television, electronic networks
— Can he exorbitant.

Asufficient land grant would enable
the university to plan and provide more
effccdvely the educational and cultural
services needed throughout the enor-
mous Alaska terrain and permit the mag-
sivesize of the land to provice economic
benefits as well as cause financial cost.

Additional [and also will enable the
university to further the applfcacon of
exemplary ways of extracdng and man-
aging natural resources. It will permit
economic development projects and
land utilization that balance environ-
mental protection with social progress.

o The income earned will further die
university's research in those disciplines in which it has
exceptional depth and opportunity, ge(_)prg/sms and climate
change, oceanography and fisheries; dlie dean use of fossil
fuels; arctic biologyand arcdc engineering; and dieeconomic
and social dynamics of the circumpolar north.

5.660 alsa envisions diat the university will convey to the

National Park Service and die U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service
thousands of acres of universitylands dial are nowinholdings
morw;ldacenttoparksandrequ;s]createdore Cedlhyt
1980 Alaska Nadonal Interest Lands Conservadon Act. These
inholdings would be

relinquished to the it will permit economiic

U%ﬁﬁ?m oced development projects and
Iegislation pin paddi- land utilization that balance
tion to making the ~ environments: protection
university whole, with social progress.
would have dieadded

beneQt of enhancing the conservadon and management of
Alaska's vast parks, refuges and wilclerness areas.

Byﬁroviding die UniversityofAlaskawithalandgrantwhi
I both more consistent widi ihat was originally intended and
commensurate widi die stale’s sizeand character, thislegisla-
tionwall permit the UnivcrsityofAlaska to carry out itssinguJar
responsibility as a unique and major nadonal center for
culture, forlcaming.androropportunily Inthegreatfamord.
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5.660

To provide for the continuation of higher education through the conveyance of certain public
lands in the State of Alaska to the University of Alaska, and for other purposes. (Reported in the
Senate)
Calendar No. 208
105th CONGRESS
1st Session

S. 660

(Report No. 105-106]

ABILL

To provide for the continuation ofhigher education through the conveyance ofcertain public lands in the
State of Alaska to the University of Alaska, and for other purposes.

October 9,1997

Reported with an amendment
S 660 RS
Calendar No. 208
105th CONGRESS
1st Session
S. 660
[Report No. 105-106]

To provide for the continuation of higher education through the conveyance ofcertain public lands in the
State of Alaska to the University of Alaska, and for other purposes.

INTHE SENATE OF TI. ~NITED STATES
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SEE€TION 1. FINDINGS AND PURPOSES.

(@ FINDINGS- The Congressfinds that—

(D the University ofAlaska isthe successor to and the beneficiary ofall Federal grants and
conveyances to orfor the Alaska Agricultural College and School ofMines;

(@ under theActs ofMarch 4, 1915, 38 Stat. 1214, and January 21, 1929, 45 Stat. 1091, the
United States granted to the Territoiy ofAlaska certain Federal landfor the University of

Alaska;

(3 the Territorywas unable to receive most ofthe land intended to be conveyed by the Act
ofMarch 4, 1915, before repeal ofthatAct by section 6(k) ofthe Alaska StatehoodAct

(PublicLaw 85-508, 72 Stat. 339);

(@ onlyone other State landgrant college in ihe United States has obtained a smaller land {
grantfrom the Federal Government than the University ofAlaska has received, and all land
grant colleges in the Western States ofthe United States have obtained substantially larger

land grants than ihe University ofAlaska; . |

(®) an academical ly strong andfinancial ly secure state university system isa cornerstone to
the long-term development ofa stablepopulation and to a healthy, diverse economy and is

in the national interest;

(6) the national interest isserved by transferring certain Federal lands to the University of
Alaska which will be able to use and develop the resources ofsuch lands and by returning
certain lands held by the University ofAlaska located within certain Federal conseiyation

system units to Federal ownership;

() the University ofAlaska holds valid legal title to and is responsiblefor management of
lands transferred by the United States to the Territoty and State ofAlaskafor the University
and that an exchange oflands is consistent with and infurtherance ofthepurposes and
terms of, and thus not in violation of, the Federal grant ofsuch lands.

() PURPOSES- Thepurposes ofthisAct are—

(@) tofulfill the original commitment ofCongress to establish the University ofAlaska as a
land grant university with holdings sufficient tofacilitate operation and maintenance ofa
<2 university systemfor the inhabitants of die State ofAlaska; and ]

. (@ toacquirefrom the University ofAlaska lands itholds within Federal parks, wildlife
refuges, and wilderness areas.

SEC:2. PRIMARY FEDERAL GRANT.

(@ Notwithstanding any otherprovision of law, but subject to valid existing rights and the
procedures setforth herein, the University isgranted and entitled to take up to 250,000 acres of
Federal lands (or reserved interests in lands) in or adjacent toAlaska as a Federal grant. The
University may identify and select the specific lands it intends to takepursuant to thisgrant, and
the Secretaiy ofthe Interior ("Secretary) shallpromptly convey to the University the lands
selected, inaccordance with theprovisions ofthisAct.

GO)(@ Within 48 months ofenactment ofthisAct, the University ofAlaska may submit to the

2/16/98 2:43 PM
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http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/D?cl05:2:./temp/~cl050bFQ:el6970:

Secretary a listofproperties the University has tentatively selected to receive under the conditions
ofthisgrant.Such listmay be submitted inwhole or inpart during thisperiod and the University
may make interim tentative selections that itmay relinquish or change within the 48-month

period. The University may submit tentative selections that exceed the amount ofthe grant except

that such selections shall not exceed 275,000 acres at any one time.

@ All selections shall be in reasonably compact units: Provided, That the Universitymay select
small tracts ofFederal land within Federal reservations consistent with the limitations in

subsection (¢) below.

(@ The Universitymay submit tentative selections ofFederal lands validly selected but not
conveyed to the State ofAlaska or the corporations organizedpursuant to the Alaska Native
Claims Settlement Act: Provided, That such lands may not be approved or conveyed to the
University unless the State ofAlaska and or the corporation has relinquished rtsprior selection.

(@ The University shall make no selections within Conservation System Units as defined in the
Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation Act (16 U.S.C. 3101) or lands designatedasLUD 11

by section 201 ofthe Tongass Timber Reform Act 0¥1990.

) Withinforty-five (45) days ofreceipt ofa University tentative selection, the Secretaiy shall
publish notice ofsaidselection in the Federal Register. Such notice shall identify lands included
in the tentative selection and providefor a periodforpublic comment on the tentative selection

not to exceed sixty (60) days.
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5.660

To provide for the continuation of higher education through the conveyance of certain public
lands in the State of Alaska to the University of Alaska, and for other purposes. (Reported in the
Senate)

(®) Within sixmonths ofthe receipt ofa University tentative selection, the Secretary shall notify
the University ofhis acceptance or objection to each tentative selection, including the reasonsfor
any objection. Failure to object within sixmonths shall constitute approval by the Secretary. Any
public comments submitted In response to apublic notice issuedpursuant toparagraph (6) above
may be considered by the Secretaiy: Provided, That the Secretary may object to tentative
selections ofthe University ifand only ifhe demonstrates thata conveyance ofsuch to the

University—
(A) will have a significant adverse impact on thepurposesfor which a Conservation System
Unit was established; or

(B) will have a significant adverse impact on fulfillment of ihe Alaska Statehood Act or the
Alaska Native Claims SettlementAct (43 U.S.C. 1601).

(?) The Secretaiy”s acceptance-of, or objection to, any tentative selections submitted by the
University ofAlaska pursuant to section 2 ofthisAct or the conveyance ofany such selections by
tentative approval , patent or other instrument are not major Federal actions within the means of

section 102(2)(c) ofPublicLaw 91-190.

(B The Secretaiy shallpublish notice ofany decision to accept or object to a tentative selection in
the Federal Register.

(© The Secretaiy shall not approve or convey, under thisgrant—

(D any Federal lands which, at the time ofenactment ofthisAct, are included ina
Conser\<ation System Unit, or are designatedas LUD I I by section 201 ofthe Tongass

Timber Reform Act 0f1990;

(@ any Federal lands validly selected or topfiledpursuant to section 906(e) of
PublicLaw 96-487 but not conveyed to the State ofAlaska or the corporations pursuant to the Alaska
Native Claims Settlement Act; or

() any Federal lands withdrawn and actually used in connection with the administration of
any Federal installations and military resen®ations unless the head ofthe land holding or

occupying agency or entity agrees.

(@) If,Tfollowing the Secretaiy”s review of tentative selections by the University, the amount of

2/16/98 2:43 PM
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acreage approved by the Secretaryfor conveyance is less than thefullprimary grant, the
Universitymay selectadditiona, lands to satisfy theprimary grant. -

(® Upon the University”s tentative selection of land:

(D Such landshall be segregated and unavailablefor selection by and conveyance to the

State ofAlaska or any corporation organizedpursuant to the Alaska Native*Claims
Settlement Act and shall not be otherwise encumbered or disposed ofby the United States

pending completion ofthe selectionprocess.

(@ The University shallposses the nonexclusive right to enter onto such landsfor the
purpose of—

(A) assessing the ail, gas, mineral, and other resource potential therein. The
University, and mtsdelegatees or agents, shall be permitted to engage in assessment
techniques including but not limited to core drilling to assess the metalliferous or
other values, and surface geological exploration and seismic explorationfor oil and
gas: Provided, That thisparagraph shall not be construed as including or allowing

exploratory drilling ofoil and gas wells; and

(B) exercisingdue diligence regarding the making ofafinal selection.

@ Within oneyear ofthe Secretary”s approval ofa tentative selection, the Universitymay make
therefrom afinal selectionpursuant to thisAct. Within sixmonths ofsuchfinal selection by the
University, the Secretaiy shall issue a tentative approval ofsuchfinal selection. Such tentative
approval shall be deemed to transfer to the University all rigtt, title, and interest ofthe United
States in and to the described selection. Any lakes, rivers and streams contained within such
selections shall be meandered and lands submerged thereunder conveyed in accordance with 43
U.S.C. Sec. 1631, as amended. Upon completion ofa survey of lands included within such
tentative approval, the Secretaiy shallpromptly issue a patent to such lands. Pending issuance of
apatent, the University shall have rights and authorities over tentatively approval lands
consistent with those under the Alaslca Statehood Act and the Alaska Native Claims Settlement
Act, including the right to transfer, assign, exchange, grant, deed, lease or otherwise convey any
or allpresent orfuture interest in the lands granted pursuant to this Act.
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5.660

To provide for the continuation of higher education through the conveyance of certain public
lands in the State of Alaska to the University of Alaska, and for other purposes. (Reported in the
Senate)

(@) The Secretary ofAgriculture, as well as the heads ofother Federal agencies, shall take such
actions as may be necessary tofacilitate and expedite the implementation ofthisAct by the

Secretary of the Interior.

SEC. 3. RELINQUISHMENT OF CERTAIN UNIVERSITY OF ALASKA
HOLDINGS.

(@ As a condition to receiving the land grantprovided by section 2 ofthisAct, the University of
Alaska shall convey to the Secretaiy those lands listed in The University ofAlaska®™s Inholding

Reconveyance Document® and dated April 24, 1997.

() The University shall begin conveyance ofthe lands listed in (@) above upon taking title to
lands ithas selectedpursuant to section 2 ofthisAct and shall convey to the Secretaiy a
perce-\tage amount oflandproportional to that which ithas received, but inno event shall itbe
required to convey any lands other than those listed in (@) above to the Secretaiy. The Secretary

shall accept quitclaim deedsfrom the Universityfor these lands.

SEC. 4 ALIENATION OF LANDS.

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the University ofAlaska may transfer, assign,
exchange, grant, deed, lease or otherwise convey any or allpresent orfuture interests in the lands

grantedpursuant to thisAct.

SEC. 5. JUDICIAL REVIEW.

The University ofAlaska has the right to bring actionfor, including but not limited to, reliefin the
nature ofmandamus, against the Secretaiyfor violation ofthisAct orfor review ofan agency
decision under thisAct. Such an action can only be brought in the United States District Courtfor

the District ofAlaska and within two (2) years ofthe alleged violation or thefinal
decisionmaking. For all other entities or persons, decisions ofthe Secretaiy shall befinal and

conclusive.

SEC. 6. STATE MATCHING GRANT.

(@ Notwithstanding any otherprovision oflaw, but subject to valid existing rights and the
procedures setfort/i in thisAct, the University isgranted and shall be entitled to take, inaddition
to theprimary grantprovidedfor insection 2 herein, up to another 250,000 acres in Federal

3f2 2/16/98 2:43 PM
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lands (or reserved interests in lands) in or adjacent to Alaska: Provided, That any additional
acres are granted, as specifiedbelow, on a matching acre-for-acre basis to the extent that the

State ofAlaska shalIfirstgrant to the University State-owned land in Alaska.

() The University may select and the Secretary shall convey lands which theUniversity isentitled
to receivepursuant to this State matching grantprovision inminimum increments of25,000 acres

up to the maximum of250,000 acres.
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