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ALABAMA

Cahaba River 
Chattahoochee River 
Coosa River

ARKANSAS

Arkansas River (two 
applications) 
Ouachita River

COLORADO

Gunnison River (north fork) 
South Platte River 
Arkansas River

DELAWARE

Broad Creek 
Delaware River

ARIZONA

Santa Cruz River

CALIFORNIA

Gualala River (Nomination 
withdrawn)
Lower American River 
San Joaquin River 
San Luis Rcy River 
Santa Clara River 
Santa Rosa Creek

CONNECTICUT

Mianus River 
Connecticut River

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

Anacostia River 
Potomac River

FLORIDA GEORGIA
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Choctawhatchee River 
Everglades 
St. Johns River 
St. Lucie River

HAWAII

Hanalci River 

ILLINOIS

Chicago-Iilinois River 
Mississippi River (in 
Dubuque)
Kaskaskia River 
Ohio River
Upper Mississippi River 
(two applications)

IOWA

Cedar River 
Mississippi River (in 
Dubuque)
Missouri River (two 
applications)

KENTUCKY

Licking River 
Ohio River (two 
applications)

MARYLAND

Anacostia River 
Lower Susquehanna River 
Patuxent River 
Potomac River

MICHIGAN

Chattahoochee River 
Coosa River 
Savannah River

IDAHO

Clearwater River 

INDIANA 

Ohio River
Ohio Rivcr-Pigeon Creek 
St. Joseph River

KANSAS

Arkansas River 
Missouri River

LOUISIANA

Lower Mississippi River 
Ouachita River

MASSACHUSETTS

Acushnct River 
Blackslone-
Woonasquatuckct River 
Connecticut River 
Merrimack River 
Mystic River 
South River 
Taunton River 
Westfield River 
Winnipesaukcc River

MINNESOTA
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Detroit River 
Grand River 
Kalamazoo River 
Muskegon River 
St. Joseph River 
St. Mary's River

MISSOURI

Cold Water Creek 
Missouri River 
Osage River 
Upper Mississippi River

NEBRASKA

Missouri River

NEW JERSEY

Delaware River 
Passaic River 
Rahway River 
Raritan River

NEW YORK

Allegheny River 
Bcaverkill River 
Boqucl River 
Bronx River 
Buffalo River 
Delaware River 
Genesee River 
Hudson River 
Hudson River (at Sleepy 
Hollow)
Mianus River 
Niagara River

NORTH DAKOTA

Missouri River 
Yellowstone River

Minnesota River 
Mississippi Rivcr- 
(Minneapolis St. Paul) 
St. Louis River 
Upper Mississippi River

MONTANA

Clearwater River 
Missouri River 
Yellowstone River

NEW HAMPSHIRE

Connecticut River 
Cochcco River 
Merrimack River 
Winnipcsaukec- 
Merrimack River

NEW MEXICO

Rio Grande River 
San Juan Ri\cr, 
Morning Water Child

NORTH CAROLINA

French Broad River 
Lower Cape Fear River 
Lower Ncusc River 
Lower Roanoke River 
New River 
Savannah River 
Yadkin/Pec-Dce River

OHIO

Black River 
Cuyahoga River
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OKLAHOMA

Great Miami River
Mahoning River
Maumee River
M ill Creek
Muskingum River
Ohio River (two applications)

OREGON

Arkansas River Columbia River (in Columbia 
County)
Willamette River

PENNSYLVANIA RHODE ISLAND

Allegheny River 
Delaware River 
Genesee River 
Lehigh River 
Ohio River 
Potomac River 
Rivers o f Steel 
Schuylkill River 
Swatara Creek 
Upper Susquehanna- 
Lackawanna Watershed

SOUTH CAROLINA

Black River 
Broad-Lower Saluda— 
Congarec Rivers 
Cooper River 
Edisto River 
Savannah River 
Waccamaw River

TENNESSEE

Blackstone— 
Woonasquatucket River

SOUTH DAKOTA

Missouri River

TEXAS

Cumberland River 
French Broad River 
Mississippi River (at 
Memphis)
Tennessee River (at 
Chattanooga)
Tennessee P.ivcr (in Decatur 
county)

Brazos River 
Rio Grande River 
Rio Grande River (at 
Brownsville)
Sabine River 
San Antonio River
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U TA H

Jordan River 
San Juan River - Morning Water Child
VERMONT
Connecticut River
VIRGINIA
James River 
Levisa River 
New River 
Potomac River 
Rappahannock River 
Tripps Run
WEST VIRGINIA
Cheat River 
Kanawha River 
New River 
Ohio River 
Potomac River

WYOMING
Yellowstone River

WASHINGTON
Puyallup River 
Snohomish River

WISCONSIN
Mississippi River (in 
Dubuque)
Fox River
Milwaukee River Basin 
Rock River
Upper Mississippi River 
Wolf River

1 •* .  Email vour suggestions
URL: http:/Avw\v.cpa.gov/rivcrs/nominecs.html 
Revised January 16,1998
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A M E R IC A N  H E R IT A G E  R I V E R S  IN IT IA T IV E  

S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  J e a n n e t t e  J a m e s
HJR 52: Relating to opposition to the designation of any rivers in Alaska as 
American Heritage Rivers under the American Heritage Rivers initiative.

M any  o f you  w ill b e  w o n d e r in g , ‘W h a t i s  th e  A m erican  H e r ita g e  R iv e r  in it ia t iv e ? "  It h a s  n o t b e e n  a  

w id e ly  p u b lic iz e d  p ro g ram . P re s id e n t  C lin ton  f ir s t  a n n o u n c e d  it on  F e b ru a ry  4 . 1 9 9 7  in  h is  S t a t e  

o f t h e  U nion m e s s a g e .  T hen  in M ay a n d  S e p te m b e r  th e r e  w e re  a n n o u n c e m e n t s  in t h e  F e d e ra l 

R e g is te r . S in c e  h is  S t a t e  o f th e  Union m e s s a g e  P r e s id e n t  C lin ton  i s s u e d  E x e cu t iv e  O rder 1 3 0 6 1  

d ir e c t in g  a g e n c ie s  to  e s t a b l i s h  a n d  im p lem en t th e  in it ia t iv e .

T he  p ro g ram  h a s  tw o  o b je c t iv e s :  ( 1 )  to  e n h a n c e  o u r c i t i z e n s ’ e r  jy m e n t  o f th e  h is to r ic , c u ltu ra l, 

r e c r e a t io n a l, e c o n o m ic  a n d  e n v iro n m e n ta l v a lu e  o f o u r  r iv e r s  a n d  ( 2 )  to  p ro te c t th e  h e a lt h  o f o u r 

c o m m u n it ie s  by d e liv e r in g  fe d e ra l r e so u r c e s  m o re  e f fe c t iv e ly  a n d  e f f ic ie n t . T he  P r e s id e n t ’s  

p u rp o se  i s  to  su p p o r t  c o m m u n it ie s  w ith in  e x is t in g  la w s  a n d  r e g u la t io n s  by p ro v id in g  th e m  w ith  

b e t te r  in fo rm a tio n , to o ls  a n d  r e so u rc e s , a n d  e n c o u r a g in g  lo c a l e f fo r t s  d e s e r v in g  o f s p e c ia l  

re co gn it io n .

W e w o n d e r . It a l l s o u n d s  very  good , a n d  q u ite  in n o c e n t , ju s t  l ik e  s o  m a n v  fe d e r a l A cts a n d  

In it ia t iv e s  in th e  p a s t .  They a ll s e e m  in n o c e n t  a n d  e v e n  o e n e i ic ia i un til th ey  o e g in  to u c h in g  th e  

l iv e s  a n d  r ig h t s  o f re a l p eo p le .

Fo r in s t a n c e ,  it w a s  a  f a l s e  p ro m ise  w h en  p eo p le  w e re  to ld  th e r e  is  a  s e l f -d e f e n s e  p ro v is io n  in t h e  

E n d a n g e r e d  S p e c ie s  Act.

• John Shuler of Montana killed grizzly hear a fter it attacked him late one night. Federal 
o ffic ia ls  rendered the "self-defense" provision a nullity saying that Mr. Shu ler was at fau lt 
for going into the "zone of imminent danger.'" That zone happened to he his own hack 
yard.

It w a s  a n o th e r  f a l s e  p ro m ise  w h e n  th ey  a d o p te d  W ild e r n e s s  le g is la t io n  s a y in g  th a t  th e r e  w a s  a  

p ro v is io n  fo r th e  p ro te c tio n  o f "v a lid  e x is t in g  r ig h ts ."  T he  p ro m ise  w a s  th a t  no  p r iv a te  la n d  w o u ld  

b e  t a k e n  in to  w i ld e r n e s s  a r e a s  w ithou t th e  c o n se n t  o f th e  o w n e r , th a t  on ly  f e d e r a l la n d  w o u ld
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b e c o m e  w i ld e r n e s s ,  a n d  th a t  no b u ffe r  z o n e s  w o u ld  b e  c r e a te d . N ot s o ,  a c c o rd in g  to  K a th y  

S tu p a k -T h ra ll o f th e  U pper P e n in su la  o f M ich ig an .

• Kathy Stupak-Thrall has been com pelled to fight governm ent attorneys who say the 
prov isions have no meaning, or they do not apply to her nrivate property and her “valid 
ex isting rights." These lawyers say that Congress d id n ’t know what the language o f the 
phrase “valid existing rights" meant. Therefore, they can in terpret it any way they wish.

I w o u ld  s a y  th e r e  i s  go o d  r e a so n  fo r th e  d i s t r e s s  th ro u g h o u t  o u r c o u n try  re g a rd in g  th e  P r e s id e n t 's  

A m er ic an  R iv e r s  p ro p o sa l, p a r t ic u la r ly  w ith  a n  a t t itu d e  lik e  t h a t  d r iv in g  g o v e rn m e n t  a t to rn e y s . 

T h e  A m er ic an  p e o p le  a r e  no t s tu p id . They a r e  w e ll a w a r e  t h a t  a  le g a c y  o f b e t r a y a ls  a n d  b ro k e n  

p ro m is e s  a r e  a t t a c h e d  to  t h e s e  ty p e s  o f w e ll- in te n t io n e d , p le a s a n t  s o u n d in g , fe e l-g o o d  p ro g ra m s .

Fo r t h is  r e a s o n , m a n y  s t a t e s  a r e  jo in in g  w ith  U .S. R e p r e s e n t a t iv e  H e le n  C h e n o w e th  o f  Id ah o  w ho  

h a s  in tro d u ce d  le g is la t io n  a s k in g  fo r th e  c o m p le te  w ith d raw a l o f t h e  in it ia t iv e . T h e re  a r e  th r e e  

m a jo r  a r e a s  o f co n ce rn : 1 )  th e  la c k  o f c o n g r e s s io n a l a p p ro v a l. 2 )  th e  v a g u e  la n g u a g e  a n d  

a b s e n c e  o f  d e f in it io n s , a n d  th e  e x c e s s  fe d e r a l co n tro l o v e r  p r iv a te  p ro p e rty  a n d  s t a t e  w a te r  

r ig h ts . A s a  so v e r e ig n  s t a t e , it a l s o  c o n f lic t s  w ith  o u r r ig h t s  to  co n tro l a n d  m a n a g e  o u r  n a v ig a b le  

w a te r s .

O ne im p o r ta n t  p o in t i s  th a t  c o n g r e s s  sh o u ld  b e  m a k in g  r u le s  a n d  r e g u la t io n s  R e sp e c t in g  F e d e r a l 

la n d s  a n d  r e so u r c e s ,  no t th e  p re s id e n t  o r h is  a p p o in t e e s .  W e  a r e  a g a in  f a c e d  w ith  th e  

P r e s id e n t  s t e p p in g  b eyo nd  th e  b o u n d a r ie s  o f  h is  o f f ic e . A s C h e n o w e th  s t a t e d  in a  p r e s s  r e le a s e  

a f te r  a  H o u se  R e so u r c e s  C o m m itte e  m ee t in g :

“We are doing things eyactly backwards here toady. Instesa of Congress making the 
proposal ana the Administration commenting on it. we are actually in a position today 
of taking testimony not on the creation of 3 new program, but on now to stop it."

In a d d it io n , th e r e  i s  no  ju s t if ic a t io n  o f th e  n e e d  fo r s u c h  a n  in it ia t iv e , a n d  th e  d e t a i l s  o f  th e  

in it ia t iv e  a r e  in su f f ic ie n t . It d o e s  not in c lu d e  a n y  d e t a i l s  on  h o w  th e  c le a n u p  w ill b e  

a c c o m p lis h e d , w h a t  w ill a c tu a lly  b e  d o n e , o r w h o  w ill do  th e  w o rk . A llow ing  m o re  t im e  fo r  th e  

p u b lic  p r o c e s s  i s  a n o th e r  c o n c e rn . A s it i s .  th e r e  h a s  n o t b e e n  s u f f ic ie n t  t im e  fo r r e v ie w s  a n d  

c o m m e n t s  by  th e  p u b lic  on  th e  in it ia t iv e . S o m e  p e o p le  b e lie v e  it i s  a n o th e r  in tru s io n  o f th e  

fe d e r a l g o v e rn m e n t  a n d  a  w ay  to g e t  con tro l o f a ll o u r la n d s .  To p ro te c t  o u r so v e re ig n ty  t h is  

in it ia t iv e  m u s t  b e  s to p p e d . I u rg e  you  now  to  vo te  y e s  on  th is  le g is la t io n .


