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“Relating to a  federal balanced budget am endm ent.”

Federal government overspending has become the rule and not the exception 

over the years. It is clear that change is needed and the federal government 

can no longer handle the responsibility of creating our national budget without 

new guidelines.

One generation should not have the right to burden another with its debts. The 

unlimited ability to borrow has resulted in a federal debt totaling $5.3 trillion.

Our nation must leam to live within its means, just as each individual must. 

Passing a balanced budget amendment will bring discipline to our national 

spending: without this discipline we face economic chaos. With the passage of a 

Balanced Budget Amendment, more resources would go toward private 

investment, interest rates would drop and businesses could afford to expand. It 

is for these reasons I ask the members of both houses to support this resolution 

urging the Congress, the President of the United States, and each state of our 

nation to support the Balanced Budget Amendment to the U.S. Constitution.

January 31,1997
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B a la n c e d  b u d g e t  w o r t h  f ig h t
T i m e  t o  s e e k  

o u t s i d e  h e l p

The era of big government still 
has a pulse.

With the one-vote defeat last 
week in the Senate of the bal­
anced budget constitu tional 
amendment, the forces of big gov­
ernment proved they’re not going 
away quietly.

A handful of Democrats who 
had voted for the amendment in 
the past and even campaigned on 
it in the last election, broke their 
campaign promise and kept the 
balanced budget amendment one 
vote shy of the necessary votes, 
needed for passage. For some 
Democrats, allegiance to their 
leadership was more important 
th an  k eep ing  a cam paign  
promise.

No wonder voters are cynical 
about Washington.

The debate about the balanced 
budget amendment is really a de­
bate about the power of Wash­
ington. The opponents of a 
balanced budget amendment— 
though they find rhetoric of bal­
ancing the budget fashionable—  
are unwilling to face the reality 
of actually getting the job done.

Supporters, on the other hand, 
believe that requiring Wash­
ington to live within its means is 
a value worth fighting for.

It is simply unrealistic to rely 
on the hope that after 28 years of 
unbalanced budgets— through six 
presidents and 14 Congresses— 
Washington can now balance the 
budget and keep it that way 
without the outside leverage of a 
constitutional amendment We 
know—win or lose— it’s simply 
the right thing to do because the 
benefits to every American are 
clear:

Sen. Frank 
Murkowski

Guest Opinion

■  A balanced budget amend­
ment • could lower interest rates 
on mortgages, car loans, and stu­
dent loans, saving Alaska families 
as much as $125 a month.

■  Washington’s growth, cost 
and power would be restrained. 
It’s wrong to ask Americans to 
work harder to pay for Wash­
ington programs that don’t work. 
We must return to the day when 
the government works for us, not 
against us.

■  Our children deserve an 
America filled with opportunity 
and hope. A balanced budget 
am endm ent would free our 
children from the burden of 
paying for Washington’s inability 
to control spending.

Supporters can take comfort 
in the fact that all 55 Republi­
cans— even when faced with the 
prospect of almost certain de­
feat—kept their word and voted 
for the balanced budget amend­
ment. President Clinton lobbied 
hard against the amendment, 
which places pressure on him to 
keep his word and produce a 
budget that is balanced and will 
stay balanced without gimmicks.

But, so far, there is reason to 
be skeptical. The day before the 
balanced budget vote in the 
S enate, budget experts an­
nounced the Clinton budget was 
far from being in balance. Even 
President Clinton’s own budget 
predicts the deficit—under his 
plan—would go up next year and

not come close tu disappearing 
until after he leaves office. |

The p resid en t’s January?  
budget proposal calls for America j 
to spend $9 trillion over the next j 
five years—$586 billion more ] 
than America will take in. Rather I 
than ach ieving a balanced c 
budgpt, the plan will produce a ' 
deficit of $69 billion in 2002, 
according to the Congressional 
Budget Office. Worse, the presi­
dent’s plan likely wouldn’t even 
come that close to balancing the 
budget.

The president's proposal puts 
off most of the budget cuts—98.5 
percent of all reductions—until 
after President Clinton leaves of­
fice. It makes unrealistic assump­
tions about revenues and costs 
and reaches balance only by 
phasing out early year tax cuts, 
while keeping in place proposed 
tax hikes.

Som etim es it is hard to 
im ag in e ju s t  w h at d efic it 
spending means. But the presi­
dent’s $586 billion of additional 
debt over the next five years 
would cause each man, woman, 
and child in America to owe an­
other $2,200 to the government, 
on top of the $19,100 per person 
they already owe, if America was 
to pay off its $5.1 trillion-plus na­
tional debt tomorrow.

As long as the era of big gov­
ernm ent still lurks in the 
shadows, there is hope that one 
more senator will do the right 
thing and give us that final vote 
for passage of a balanced budget 
amendment.

We can’t give up and we 
won’t. It's the only way to make 
certain the era of big government 
is truly over—for good.

Sen. Frank MurkowsH represents Alaska in tha U.S. Senate. Ho was first elected in 1980.
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Lopsided battle
March 28,1997

To the editor:

The Local page article de­
p ic tin g  p r o te s ter s  a g a in st  
spending cuts on March 27 was 
overly generous in assessing 120 
participants. I saw about six 
kooks who came close to causing

dollar short) can actually influ­
ence last fall’s clear mandate to 
Rep, Therriault to cut the budget 
to the bone, he better be sending 
resumes to the hopefully sober 
political science department for a 
new job. The majority of Alaskan 
voters have already figured out 
that all the king's horses and all 
the king’s men are covered with 
rotten eggs.
Regards,
John Townsend

This letter is to the skier who 
caused the tangle which resulted 
in Axel Glasser losing his dog 
team during the second heat ot 
the North American Champion­
ship dog race. Your ignorance for 
placing yourself in a position to 
be involved in this type of situa­
tion is understandable. Evidently 
there are many people like you. 
who turn out every year durinj. 
the North American dog races, sc
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D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  V e z e y :

I t  a p p e a r s  l i k e l y  t h a t  C o n g r e s s  w i l l  b e  s e n d i n g  a b a l a n c e d  b u d g e t  
am endm en t  t o  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e s  f o r  r a t i f i c a t i o n  o v e r  t h e  n e x t  s e v e r a l  
w e e k s .  NCSL p o l i c y  s u p p o r t s  a b a l a n c e d  f e d e r a l  b u d g e t  b u t  a l s o  s a y s  
t h a t  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t s  s h o u l d  b e  r e c o g n i z e d  and  
p r o t e c t e d  i n  a n y  p l a n .

We b e l i e v e  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  a n y  b a l a n c e d  b u d g e t  amendmen t  c o n t a i n  
l a n g u a g e  t o  p r o t e c t  s t a t e s  f r o m  c o s t  s h i f t i n g  and  a d d i t i o n a l  u n f u n d e d  
m a n d a t e s .  We h a v e  b e e n  w o r k i n g  w i t h  k e y  c o n g r e s s i o n a l  m embe r s  on  t h i s  
i s s u e  an d  a r e  p l e a s e d  t h a t  we h a v e  r e c e i v e d  g r o w i n g  s u p p o r t  f o r  o u r  
c o n c e r n s .

I n  an  e f f o r t  t o  b e t t e r  a c q u a i n t  t h e  p u b l i c  a nd  t h e  m e d i a  w i t h  t h e  
p o t e n t i a l  e f f e c t s  o f  a f e d e r a l  b a l a n c e d  b u d g e t  am endmen t  on  s t a t e s ,
NCSL h a s  d r a f t e d  t h e  a t t a c h e d  o p - e d  p i e c e  f o r  y o u r  u s e .  We u r g e  y o u  t o  
s u b m i t  t h e  p i e c e  t o  y o u r  l o c a l  p a p e r s  a n d  s u g g e s t  t h a t  y o u  d o  s o  on  a 
b i p a r t i s a n  b a s i s .  P l e a s e  f e e l  f r e e  t o  e d i t  t h e  p i e c e  a s  a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  
y o u r  u s e .

P l e a s e  c o n t a c t  u s  i f  y u u  h a v e  a n y  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  N C S L ' s  e f f o r t s  on  t h i s  
i s s u e .  I f  y o u  n e e d  a n y  a s s i s t a n c e  on  m e d i a  e f f o r t s ,  c o n t a c t  S u s a n  
S e l a d o n e s  i n  N C S L ' s  P u b l i c  A f f a i r s  O f f i c e  a t  2 0 2 - 5 2 4 - 5 4 0 0 .

S i n c e r e l y , S i n c e r e l y ,

J a n e  L .  C a m p b e l l  
P r e s i d e n t ,  NCSL
A s s i s t a n t  H o u s e  M i n o r i t y  L e a d e r ,  O h i o

J a m e s  J .  L a c k  
P r e s i d e n t - E l e c t ,  NCSL 
New Y o r k  S e n a t e

Denvrr Office: 'j60 BROADWAY SUITE 700 DENVER. COLORADO 60202 303-630-2200 FAX. 3036436003



A L A S K A

u w mNational Federation of Independent Business

N ational F e d e ra tio n  o f  In d e p e n d e n t B usiness 

S ta te m e n t o f S u p p o r t  fo r  H J R  16 

A R eso lu tion  in S u p p o r t  o f the  F e d e ra l 
B alanced  B u d g e t A m e n d m e n t 

M a rc h  3, 1997

T h e  A l a s k a  C h a p t e r  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  F e d e r a t i o n  o f  I n d e p e n d e n t  B u s i n e s s  h a s  4 , 4 0 0  

m e m b e r s ,  m a k i n g  it t h e  l a r g e s t  s m a l l - b u s i n e s s  a d v o c a c y  g r o u p  in  t h e  s t a te .

S m a l l  b u s i n e s s  o w n e r s  h a v e  v o t e d  o v e r w h e l m i n g l y  f o r  a  b a l a n c e d  b u d g e t  in  s e v e r a l  N F E B  

i s s u e  b a l l o t s .  In  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e y  h a v e  v o t e d  r e p e a t e d l y  f o r  d e f i c i t  r e d u c t i o n .  S m a l l  

b u s i n e s s e s  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  b a l a n c e d  b u d g e t  a m e n d m e n t  is  n e c e s s a r y  t o  f o r c e  C o n g r e s s  t o  

m a k e  r e s p o n s i b l e  d e c i s i o n s  o n  d e f i c i t  r e d u c t i o n .

T h e  N a t i o n a l  F e d e r a t i o n  o f  I n d e p e n d e n t  B u s i n e s s  h a s  l o b b i e d  h a r d  f o r  t h e  B a l a n c e d  

B u d g e t  A m e n d m e n t  t o  t h e  U S  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  F o l l o w i n g  is  a n  e x c e r p t  f r o m  N F I B  

t e s t i m o n y  b e f o r e  t h e  U S  S e n a t e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e :

Small business owners believe that the federal government should learn to 
live within its means. Ever-growing deficits have imperiled our financial 
security. As deficits increase, the availability and cost of capital increase. 
Large deficits absorb a significant portion of the available capital. As a 
result, private enterprises are crowded out of the pool of available capital for 
financing, and small businesses feel the impact even more since they have 
fewer financing alternatives.
To sum up, small business owners are frustrated and angry that their 
government officials cannot restrain their spending impulses. Therefore, the 
balanced budget is necessary to force federal oificials to act responsibly.

N F I B / A l a s k a  u r g e s  s u p p o r t  f o r  H J R  16.

217 Second Street, Suite 206 . juncau, AK 99801 . 907-*463-5118 . Fax 907-463-5128 
The G u a r d i a n  o f  S m a l l  B u s in e s s  f o r  F i f ty  Years



CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( )

TOTAL OPERATING

1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
.1005 GF/Program Receipts 
.1037 GF/Mental Health
Other----------------------------
TOTAL_________________
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(Thousands of
FY 98 FY 99

PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS_____

FUND SOURCE

Estimate of any current year (FY97) cost: $
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PART-TIME
TEMPORARY 1
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