


LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE LIBRARY

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY
STATE OF ALASKA

46-3B .
2 D9 e

Copies of minutes listed below were originally included in this file. The minutes are
available on the legislative computer database. In order to save space copies of minutes have
not been left in the files.

Mary Pagenkopf

RuM »0



CALL TO ORDER: Senate Rules Committee on
Friday, February 21st, 1997 in Room 203 of
the Capitol Building at 10:45am.

ROLL CALL:

AGENDA ITEMS:

1) SB 19 - Repealing the power of the com-
missioner of Fish & Game to enforce
federal laws relating to fish & game.

2) SB 22 - Relating to qualifications for ap-
pointment to the Board of Game.

3) HJR 12 - Urging the Sec. of Interior to
conduct competitive oil & gas leases
in the National Petroleum Reserve in
Alaska.

MOTION:

Move to pass SB 19, SB 22, and HJR 12 from
committee with individual recommendations,
and to calendar them for a Senate floor votes
at the discretion of the chairman.
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Sponsor Statement

HJR 12

Supporting oil & gas lease sales in the National Petroleum Reserve Alaska

HJR 12 is a statement by the 20th Alaska Legislature urging the Secretary of
the U.S. Department of the Interior to re-institute an oil and gas leasing
program in the National Petroleum Reserve Alaska (NPRA).

Leasing in the NPRA is in the state's best interest for three reasons: 1) The
economic activity associated with oil and gas leasing, exploration, and
production benefits Alaskans; 2) oil produced in the NPRA would be
transported through the Trans-Alaska Pipeline, helping to keep the pipeline
open, and potentially enhancing the commercial viability of existing and
future oil development projects on the North Slope; 3) the Svate of Alaska
will receive 50% of the revenues from oil and gas production in the NPRA.

There were four oil and gas lease sales in the NPRA during the early 1980's.
In January 1982 Sale # 821 offered 59 tracts. 52 bids were submitted on 29 tracts
for a total of $86,575,537. In May of 1982 Sale # 822 offered 212 tracts. 14 bids
were submitted on 12 tracts for a total of 511,747,131. In July of 1983 Sale # 831
offered 84 tracts. 23 bids were submitted on 18 tracts for a total of $20,309,208.
In July of 1984 Sale # 841 offered 64 tracts but no bids were submitted. Sale ff
841 scheduled for August 1985 was canceled due to lack of interest.

With advances in technology new interpretations are being developed from
the data collected during the past several decades by both the private sector
and the federal government. These new evaluations are generating renewed
interest, and oil companies with considerable experience in Alaska have
indicated that they w >uld like to utilize new interpretations of it to resume

exploration.

| believe the federal government should resume lease sales and allow - no,
encourage - the industry to explore for oil and gas in the NPRA. 1 also believe
it is important that the Alaska Legislature send a unified message to the
Department of the Interior that we support lease sales being scheduled. |
would appreciate your support of this measure.
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