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S p o n s o r  S ta te m e n t

HCR 7 - Amending Rule 23(a) of the Uniform Rules

HCR 7 addresses the problem o f meeting the pub lic notice requ irem ent o f the 
U n ifo rm  Rules du rin g the firs t week o f the firs t leg is la tive session.

P ro b le m : Un ifo rm  Rule 23 (a) states that "the person who chairs the 
com m itte e " shall prov ide public notice o f a meeting "by 4:00 p.m . on the 
preceding Thursday." Under this requirement it is technica lly im possib le fo r 
a chairman to ho ld a meeting du rin g the firs t week o f the firs t leg is la tive 
session. A member is selected to chair (or co-chair) a comm ittee by the 
Comm ittee on Committees. Under normal circumstances the Comm ittee on 
Comm ittees repo rt is in effect u n til the members o f the next leg is la ture are 
sworn in. So the previous chairman has no au tho rity beyond h is /h e r term as 
chairman, and the new chairman has already missed the preceding Thursday 
deadline and can therefore not meet du rin g the firs t week.

In o rde r to mobilize the comm ittee, prospective new chairmen have fo r some 
years d u tifu lly  noticed meetings planned fo r the firs t week o f session by the 
preceding Thursday deadline, even though they do not yet preside ove r the 
comm ittee. The alternative, o f course, w ou ld be to give notice on the firs t day 
o f session, and then w a it un til the fo llow in g week to hold the firs t meeting.

S o lu t io n :  HCR 7 amends the Un ifo rm Rules to a llow fo r a hearing du rin g 
the firs t week o f the firs t session to be held after 24 hours notice. Under such 
a rule, a meeting could be held on the second day o f session if notice was 
given immed ia te ly afte r swearing in and approva l o f the Comm ittee on 
Comm ittee report. S u ch  a h e a r in g  co u ld  o n ly  b e  h e ld  fo r  th e  p u rp o s e r  o f  an  
o v e rv ie w  o r c o m m itte e  o rg a n iz a tio n , as  th e  re q u ire m e n t  in  R u le  23(a) th a t  a 
b ill  o r re s o lu tio n  b e  n o ticed  fo r a le a s t fiv e  d a y s  b e fo re  th e  f irs t p u b lic  h e a r in g  
w o u ld  s till a p p ly .
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Problem #1: Notice for a committee meeting must be given on the 
preceeding Thursday. The member who is chairman on the preceeding 
Thursday CEASES to be the chairman on Legislative Day 1, when the new 
legislature is sworn in.
Problem #2: The chairman selected on Legislative Day 1 had no 
authority to notice the meeting on the preceeding Thursday.
Result: Under strict adherence to the rule, meetings scheduled during the 
first week of the first session fail to meet the public notice requirement.
Solution: HCR 7 allows organizational and informational meetings to be 
held during the first week of session, upon 24 hour notice. The 5-day rule 
still applys for hearings on bills and resolutions.


