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C h a i r m a n ' s  N o t e s

HB 51 — D ept, o f  E nviron . C onservation  W ater P enalties

F inance R E M O V E D  m ost o f  the m aterial that w as N O T directly  
ap p lic a b le  to m a in ta in in g  sta te  p rim acy  fo r en fo rcem en t o f  
the fed era l d rin k in g  w ate r p rogram . A lso, there w ere som e 
co m p ro m ises  on new  lan g u ag e  p roposed  by the sp o n so r 
th a t w ere  inc lu d ed , and p art o f  g o verno r's  b ill w as resto red .

From  the PR IO R  version: the FIN D IN G S were REPLA C ED  
w ith S ection  1 o f  SB 50; Section  2 dealing  w ith  "po llu tan t 
d ischarge" was D E L E T E D ; Section  3 dealing  w ith "natural 
cond itions" w as D E LE T E D ; and Section 4, W ater Q uality 
S tandards w ith "m ixing zones" was D ELETED . In Section 5, 
ad m in is tra tiv e  p e n a ltie s  fo r w a te r sy stem s se rv in g  few er 
than  10,000 p eop le  w ere R E D U C E D , the no tice and appeal 
p rocess w as S IM P L IF IE D ; and the C ourt Rule section was 
M O D IFIE D  to allow  EIT H E R  party to recover full reasonable 
a tto rney  fees and costs. Section  8. ca lling  fo r the review  o f 
w ate r quality  regu la tions w as D ELETED .

N EW  version : S ection  2 provides STA TU TO R Y  authority  to 
en te r in to  "com pliance  ag reem en ts" as defined  in Section  4; 
both  sec tio n s 2 and  4 are g iven an im m edia te  e ffec tiv e  date 
in S ec tion  8; and in Section  3, dealing  with A dm in is tra tive  
P en alties , "person" w as changed  to "entity" and defined  as 
"the o w n er o r o p e ra to r o f  a public w ater system ."

LATEST V ERSIO N : SCS CSHB 51(FIN )\EE

SUM M ARY OF THE CHANGES to CS HB 51(RLS) am

OVERVIEW :
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