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R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  A L A N  A U S T E R M A N  Alaska Slate l£|>islatiirc

P.O. Box 2368, Kodiak, Alaska 99615 (907) 486-5930 • Session: Stale Capitol, Juneau, Alaska 99801 465-2487

SUBJ: HOUSE BILL NO. 35

I respectfully request that the Senate Rules Committee schedule HB 35 for 
a Senate F loor vote at your earliest convenience.
This bill extends the termination date o f the Alaska Regional Economic 
Assistance Program.
The referral packet is attached fo r your information.

Please contact C liff Stone o f my staff at 6588 as needed.
Thank you fo r your consideration.

M E M O R A N D U M

DATE: May 1, 1997

TO: Senator Loren Leman, Acting Chair 
Senate Rules Committee

FROM: Representative Alan Aust<
House Special Committee
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STATE OF ALASKA
1997 LEGISLATIVE SESSION F IS C A L  N O T E BILL NO: HB 35

Revision Date:_____________________________________Dept. Affected: Com munity & R eg io na l Affairs
Title: An Act extending the termination date of BRU: Community & Economic Development

the Alaska regional economic assistance ... Component: Community & Economic Development
Sponsor: Rep. Austerman___________________ _______________________________________
Requestor: State Finance  COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 2151

Expend itures/Revenues:___________________________ (Thousands of Dollars)
O P ERA T IN G FY 98 FY  99 FY 00 FY 01 FY  02 FY  03
PERSON AL  S ER V IC E S
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPL IES
EQ U IPM EN T
LAND & S TR U CTU R ES
GRA N TS . CLA IMS
M ISCELLA N EOUS
TO TA L  O P ERA T ING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CA P ITA L O o p b 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

R EV EN U E  FUND SO U R CE :

FUND ING :________ (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federa l Rece ip ts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Rece ip ts
1006 GF/MHTIA 
O ther
TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

POS IT IONS :
FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEM PORA RY

0 0 0 0 0 0

Es t im a te  o f cu rren t (FY97) im p a c t $ None__________________

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page it necessary)

Th is b ill continues the A laska Reg iona l D eve lopm ent O rganization (ARDOR) program for three more 
years (FY98-00). Ineragency receipts in the amount of 666 4 from the Alaska Industrial 
D eve lopm ent and Export Authority w ill fund the program in FY98 and until the A R D O R  program 
sunsets as provided in Ihe  bill. Th is amount is requested in the FY98 Governor’s budget request. 
T here are 12 A RDOR s covern ing most regions of the State.

Prepared by: Rem ond Henderson, Director /V' Phone: 465-4708
D ivis ion: D iv is ion of Adm inistrative Serv ices Date: 5/1/97
Approved by Comm issioner: Date: 5/1/97
Agency: M ike Irwin. Dept, of Com munity & Reg iona l Affairs

PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR'S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE
For further distribution information call the Governor’s Legislative Office
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A R E P R E S E N T A T IV E  A L A N  A U S T E R M A N  Alaska Stale legislature
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-C m2 2>
SPONSOR STATEMENT^HB_35

In 1988 the Alaska Regional Development Organizations program was 
created in statute. Commonly referred to as ARDOR's, they are private, 
nonprofit corporations formed by local initiative to promote private sector 
economic development within their designated regions.
The statutory authority fo r the program, previously AS 44.33.026, is now 
found in AS 44.47.900. The program was transferred by Executive Order 
93, from the Department o f Commerce and Economic Development to the 
Department o f Community & Regional Affairs and is under the 
administrative oversight o f the Division o f Municipal & Regional 
Assistance.
The ARDOR program has led to the formation o f 11 regional development 
organizations such as the Southwest Alaska Municipal Conference, the 
Southeast Conference, tl:~ Lower Kuskokwim Economic Development 
Council and the Anchorage Economic Development Corporation. Nearly two 
hundred representatives o f local political, social and economic interests, 
who serve on ARDOR boards o f directors, are working together to lead their 
regions to greater economic self-sufficiency.
The ARDOR grants, while not particularly large, are not tied to specific 
projects and so may be used for operating expenses and to leverage dollars 
from other sources. These are the hardest kind o f dollars to find and are, 
therefore, extremely valuable to the organizations. M illions o f additional 
dollars have been leveraged from federal, private and other funding 
sources.
ARDOR's are achieving significant success in sustainable development 
through the establishment o f production and marketing cooperatives, 
improved access to capital, development and marketing o f tourism 
destinations, technical assistance and training for local businesses and 
entrepreneurs, support to value added production and proactive 
involvement in locally initiated economic development projects.
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Another important benefit afforded ARDOR’s by statute is the ability o f 
state agencies to enter into contracts, with them being exempt from a 
competitive procurement process. This has proven beneficial to ARDOR's, 
who are able to provide greater local expertise in service delivery or 
project implementation, and to state agencies who through the ARDOR's, 
are able to deliver services or projects more efficiently and with less 
adm inistrative burden.
Sound economic development relies heavily on solid partnerships between 
the public and private sectors. The ARDOR's were conceived to facilitate 
this kind o f partnering and to bring a regional perspective to the
discussion o f economic development issues.
The original legislation had a sunset clause that ended the program in
1993, but was extended until the end o f fiscal year 1997. I believe it is in
the best interest o f the State o f Alaska to continue the ARDOR program to 
insure the ongoing economic viability o f Alaska's various regions.



A rtic le  9A. Reg iona l Economic Assistance P rog ram .
Section
900. A i& ika regional economic assistance program

§ 44.47.900 S ta te  G ove rnm en t 594

E ffe c tive d a te * . —  Section 8, E.O. No. 93. makes 
this article effective Ju ly 1, 1996.

Sec. 44.47.900. Alaska reg ional economic assistance program , (a) The depart­
ment shall

(1) encourage the formation of regional development organizations by providing 
assistance in forming organizations to interested individuals, including information on 
how to qualify and apply for regional development grants and federal funding under 42 
U.S.C. 3121 — 3246 (Ihiblic Works and Economic Development Act of 1965), as amended;

(2) assist an interested individual in establishing boundaries for a proposed organiza­
tion to ensure that the region

(A) is of sufficient geographic size and contains a large enough population to form an 
economically viable unit with shared interests, resources, traditions, and goals;

(B) contains at least one municipality that serves as a regional center, and
(C) contains the entire area of each municipality included in the region;
(3) gather information about regional economic issues, international trade, and 

tourism from organizations;
(4) serve as liaison between organizations and other state agencies and encourage 

other agencies to make resources uvailable to help accomplish goals of the organizations;
(5) assist each organization to
(A) provide services designed to encourage economic development to local communities 

and businesses;
(B) collect and distribute economic information relevant to the region;
(C) participate in state marketing campaigns and join state trade missions that are 

relevant to the region; and
(D) develop and implement strategies to attract new industry, expand international 

trade opportunities, and encourage tourism within the region.
(b) Subject to (c) of this section, the department may make regional development 

grants to organizations for projects the department determines will be of value in 
encouraging economic development. During a fiscal year the department may make no 
more than 15 grants and may only make grants to one organization from a particular 
region. An organization that is designated an economic development district under 42 
U.S.C. 3171 qualifies for grants under this subsection. The department shall by 
regulation adopt procedures for applying for regional development grants, including 
application deadlines. The department may by regulation establish additional grant 
eligibility requirements.

(c) Tb qualify for a grant, a regional development organization must match the grant 
by providing an amount of money from nonstate sources. The department shall establish 
by regulation a formula that determines the amount of the match required under this 
subsection based upon the capability of each organization to generate money from 
nonstate sources. The amount of match required may not exceed the amount of grant 
money and may not be less than 20 percent of the grant. The total amount of grant money 
provided to an organization during a fiscal year may not exceed $100,000.

(d) There is established in the department the regional development fund consisting of 
appropriations to the fund. Money from the fund may be used only for regional 
development grants



595 N otaries Public § 44.47.998

(e) In this section, “regional development organization” or “organization" means a 
nonprofit organization or nonprofit corporation formed to encourage economic develop­
ment within a particular region of the state that includes the entire area of each 
municipality within that region and that has a board of directors that represents the 
region’s economic, political, and social interests. (E.O. No. 93 § 4 (1996))

R e p e a l  o f  s e c t i o n .  — U n d e r  4 3, eh. 94. S L A  1988, 
a s  a m e n d e d  by  4 I , ch. 35, S L A  1993 a n d  4 6, E .O . 93, 
t h i s  sec tion  is r e p e a le d  effec tive  J u l y  1, 1997.
Croaa re fe ren ce * . —  For trans itiona l provisions 

re lating to the 1996 transfer o f responsib ility for the

A la s k a  r e g io n a l  econom ic  a iss is tance  p r o g ra m  from 
th e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m m e r c e  a n d  E co n o m ic  Develop­
m e n t  to  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m m u n i t y  a n d  Regional 
A ffairs ,  s e e  4 7, E.O. 93 .  in  t h e  E x e c u t iv e  O rd e rs  
p a m p h le t .

i n  flor.ai.Ql

tlon
9 8 o N R e g ”J a t i o n s  
998. ^ 5 m t i o n s

Sec. 4^47.980. Regulations. The department may adopt regulations in accordance 
with AS 44^02 (Administrative Procedure Act) to carry out the purposes of this chapter. 
(§ 2 ch *200 SQ i 1972)

Re v iso r's no te * . - A
n u m b e r e d  in 1980.

fo rm erly AS 44.47 160 Re-

Sec. 44.47.998. D efinitions. In this chapter
(1) “commissioner" m ean^he  commissioner of community and regional affairs;
(2) “community” means h o ra  cities and boroughs, cities and boroughs of any 

class, and unorganized boroughWnd villages that are social units;
(3) “department" means the Dep»u*tment of Community and Regional Affairs;
(4) “region" means an area larger tfaan a community, or including all or part of more 

than one community, but sufficiently i^egrated that it may be treated as a unit for 
administration of particular services. (§ 200 SLA 1972)

Revtao r’* notes. — F o rm e r ly  A S  44.47 170. R e ­
n u m b e r e d  in 1980

C h a p te r  50. NotarieiHJPublic.
Section

10 A p p o in tm e n t  a n d  c o m m iss io n
'20. Q u a l i f ica t io n s
30. T erm  o f  office
40. Fees
60 D u ties
70. P re se n c e  a n d  id e n t i f ic a t io n  r e q u i r e d  
80 Seal
90 P ro te s t  o f  bill o r  no te  

100 R e tu r n  o f  p a p e r s  to l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e rn o r  
110 Appl ica t ion  o f  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  P r o c e d u r e  Act  to 

revoca t ion  o f  n o t a r y  c o m m is s io n

S e c t i o n  
120 Bond

ondFil ing  o a th  anil 
D isposit ion  of  boll 
Copy o f  bond as ev idence  
M isconduc t  or  neglect^

170. S t a t e  employee! a s  o o a \ s  
180 P o s tm a s t e r s  a s  n o ta r i e s  
190 S a v in g s  c lause

Revi*o r'« no te * . — In 1971 ‘ l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e rn o r"  
w a s  s u b s t i tu te d  for ‘ se c re ta ry  o f  s t a te "  in  t h i s  c h a p t e r  
to  conform w i th  t h e  1970 a m e n d m e n t  to  t h e  s t a t e  
cons t i tu t ion

C ro iu re fe rence*. — F or  p ro v is io n s  g o v e r l ^ ig  
o a th s ,  ack n o w le d g m e n ts  a n d  r e l a t e d  m a t t e r s ,  see J  
09 63.



A L A S K A  R E G I O N A L

D E V E L O P M E N T  O R G A N I Z A T I O N S

A N C H O R A G E  E C O N O M I C  
D E V E L O P M E N T  C O R P O R A T I O N
Designation Date April 1 I, 1989 
Max Lowe. Chairman 
Patricia DeMarco, President 
550 West 7th Avenue. Suite 1400 
Anchorage. AK 99501

A R C T I C  D E V E L O P M E N T  C O U N C I L
Designation Date: March I, 1991
D avid  B a k e r . P re s id e n t
Don Schindler. Executive Director
P.O Box 1353
Barrow. AK 99723
Phone 652-4146 Fax:852-2683

C O P P E R  V A L L E Y  E C O N O M I C  
D E V E L O P M E N T  C O U N C I L
Designauon Date: November I. 1990 
Carol Neeley. President 
Donna Tollman. Executive Director 
P.O Box 9
Glennallen. AK 99588
Phone. 822-5001 Fax: 822-5009

K E N A I  P E N I N S U L A  B O R O U G H  
E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T  D I S T R I C T
Designation Date: February 22, 1989 
James Elson. Chairman 
Stan Steadman. Executive Director 
P O Box 3029 
Kenai. AK 99611
Phone. 283-3335 Fax:283-3913

L O W E R  K U 9 K 0 K W L M  E C O N O M I C  
D E V E L O P M E N T  C O U N C I L
Designation Date: September 17. 1991 
Andrew Guy. Chairman 
Carl Berger, Executive Director 
P.O. Box 2021 
Bethel. AK 99559
Phone: 543-5967 Fax: 543-2255

L O W E R  Y U K O N  E C O N O M I C  
D E V E L O P M E N T  C O U N C I L
Designauon Date: November 1. 1991
Larry l.ujan. President
Susan Anderson. Executive Director
PO. Box 2021
Anchorage. AK 99524
Phone 271-2424 Fax:271-3951

M A T - S U  R E S O U R C E  C O N S E R V A T I O N  A N D  
D E V E L O P M E N T ,  I N C .
Designation Date: November 1. 1993
Ted smith. President
Douglas Smith. Executive Director
351 West Parks Highway. Suite 100
W’asllia. AK 99654
Phone: 373-1062 Fax: 373-1064

N O R T H W E S T  A R C T I C  B O R O U G H  
E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T  C O M M I S S I O N
Designation Date: June 28. 1989
Charlie Curtis, Chairman
Jeff Hadley. Executive Director
P.O Box 1110
Kotzebue, AK 99752
Phone: 442-2500 Fax 442-2027

P R I N C E  W I L L I A M  S O U N D  E C O N O M I C  
D E V E L O P M E N T  C O U N C I L
Designation Date: November 1, 1991 
Jackie Robb. President 
Pmd Rodman.' Executive Director 
P.O. Box 2353 
VaJdez. .AK 99686
Phone. 835-3775 , Fax. 835-5770

7K«nrS L C , n  c  iieST< v
S O U T H E A S T  C O N F E R E N C E
Designation Date: April 14. 1989 
J Allan MacKinnon. President 
Berne Miller. Executive Director 
124 West Fifth Street 
Juneau AK 99301 
Phone: 463-3415 Fax. 463-4425

9 0 U T H W E S T  A L A S K A  M U N I C I P A L  
C O N F E R E N C E
Designauon Date: April 6. 1989
Alice Ruby. President
Mary Stadum, Executive Director
3300 Arctic Boulevard. Suite 203
Anchorage. AK 99503
Phone: 562-7380 Fax: 562-0-138
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KODIAK 
CHAMBER 
OF COMMERCE

l

P.O. Box 1485, Kodiak, Alaska 99615 (907) 486-5557 FAX; (907) 486-7605

February 17, 1997

Honorable Tony Knowles 
Governor 
State o f Alaska 
P.O. Box 110001

R E C E I V E D

Ans'dJuneau, Alaska 99811-0001 

Dear Governor Knowles,

Enclosed please Find Kodiak Chamber o f Commerce resolution 97-02-01 in support o f 
continuation o f the Alaska Regional Development Organizations (ARDOR’S) program. This 
resolution was passed and approved by the Board o f Directors o f the Kodiak Chamber o f 
Commerce at its regular Board meeting on January 27, 1997. The Board firmly believes in this 
cooperative regional economic development model. It has been a successful program in 
providing an arena where regions can work on issues o f common interest.

As a member o f the Southwest Alaska Municipal Conference (SWAMC), we have first hand 
knowledge o f the power o f regional collaboration and cooperation on issues facing our region. 
We have participated with SWAMC on a number o f projects including support for the Taiwanese 
delegation tha; visited southwest Alaska this past summer.

We support the passage o f HB 35 which extends the sunset clause on the ARDOR program. The 
Board o f Directors urges you to add your support to the continuation o f the ARDOR program 
and the positive work that has come from the regional ARDOR’S.

Your careful anention and thoughtful consideration o f this request for support is genuinely 
appreciated.

Yours in economic prosperity,

Vice President

cc: Senator lerry Mackie, Chair, Community and Regional Affairs Committee 
Senator Gary Wilken, Vice Chair, Community and Regional Affairs Committee 
Senator Drue Pearce, Co-Chair, Finance Committee 
Senator Bert Sharp, Co-Chair, Finance Committee 
Representative Alan Austerman
Representative Ivan Ivan, Chair, Community and Regional Affairs Committee 
Representative Mark Hanley, Co-Chair, Finance Committee 
Representative Gene Therriault, Co-Chair, Finance Committee

D e d i c a t e d  t o  K o d i a k ' s  F u t u r e
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S outhwest A laska
M U N I C I P A L ^ -  
C 0 N F E R f N C Eo'

3300 Arctic BoulevardSuite 203 
Anchorage, A laska 99503 
Phone (907)562-7380 

Fax (907) 562-0438

RESOLUTION 97-06
A RESOLUTION URGING FULL SUPPORT FOR HOUSE BILL 35,

EXTENDING THE TERMINATION DATE OF THE 
ALASKA REGIONAL ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

WHEREAS, among the most successful strategies for sustainable economic development 
are those that support the greatest participation at the local and regional 
levels; and

WHEREAS, the Alaska Regional Development Organizations (ARDORs) were established 
by state statute for the express purpose of fostering local economic 
development capacity and implementing locally-conceived economic 
development strategies; and

WHEREAS, since the inception of the ARDOR program, significant achievements have 
been realized by the ARDORs which lay the foundation for greater local 
leadership and responsibility for economic development; and

WHEREAS, as an ARDOR, the Southwest Alaska Municipal Conference has assisted
Southwest communities in (1) stabilizing their economies through supporting 
fisheries policies, such as the CDQ program, (2) fostering economic 
development through tourism and small business development and training,
(3) supporting and helping to expand the Alaska Marine Highway Service and 
intra-regional transportation in Southwest Alaska, and (4) helping 
communities address solid waste management and other environmental 
issues; and

WHEREAS, House Bill 35 will extend the termination date of the ARDOR program from 
July 1, 1997 until July 1, 2000.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Southwest Alaska Municipal Conference that
the Alaska State Legislature is urged to support and pass House Bill 35, extending the
termination date of the ARDOR program to July 1, 2000 .
PASSED AND APPROVED BY THE SOUTHWEST ALASKA MUNICIPAL CONFERENCE THIS 

/ * r  DAY OF FEBRUARY, 1997 .

Alice J. Ruby, PresiOTnt

Kodiak Island ♦ Alaska Peninsula ♦ Bristol Bav • Aleutian Chain ♦ Pribilof Islands

tadum. Executive Director
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S outhwest
M U N I C I P A L  ^
C O N F E R E N C E o V

3 3 0 0  Arctic Boulevard, Suite 203 
Anchorage, A laska 99503 

Phone (907)562-7380 
Fax (907)562-0438

RESOLUTION 96 -20

A RESOLUTION URGING FULL SUPPORT FOR THE ALASKA REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT
ORGANIZATION (ARDOR) PROGRAM

WHEREAS, it is well-recognized by both the pub lic and priva te secto rs tha t am ong 
A laska 's grea tes t challenges is the expansion and d ive rs ifica tion o f its 
undeveloped econom y; and

WHEREAS, among the m os t successfu l stra teg ies for susta inable econom ic deve lopm en t 
are those tha t support the grea test pa rtic ipa tion at the local and reg iona l 
levels; and

WHEREAS, the Alaska Regional Development O rgan iza tions (ARDORs) were estab lished 
by state s ta tu te for the express purpose o f fos te ring local econom ic 
development capacity and im p lem enting loca lly -conce ived econom ic 
development stra teg ies; and

WHEREAS, since the incep tion o f the ARDOR program s ign ifican t ach ievem ents have 
been realized by the ARDORs wh ich lay the founda tion for grea te r loca l 
leadership and responsib ility for econom ic deve lopm en t; and

WHEREAS, as an ARDOR, the Sou thw est Alaska Munic ipa l Conference (SWAMC)
provides the struc tu re for a membersh ip organ iza tion tha t speaks w ith  a 
collective voice on issues im po rtan t to Sou thw es t Alaska comm un itie s ; and

WHEREAS, SWAMC helps promote econom ic oppo rtun itie s to im rove the qua lity o f life 
and in fluences long-te rm , responsib le deve lopm ent;

WHEREAS. SWAMC has assisted Sou thw est A laska commun ities in (1) stab iliz ing the ir 
econom ies th rough supporting fisheries polic ies, such as the CDQ program ,
(2) fostering econom ic deve lopm ent th rough tourism and small business 
development and tra in ing . (3) supporting and help ing to expand the A laska 
Marine H ighw ay Service and in tra-reg iona l transpo rta tion in Sou thw es t 
Alaska, and (4) helping communities address solid waste management and 
other environm enta l issues; and

WHEREAS, the ARDOR program w ill sunset Ju ly 1. 1997 unless reauthorized by the 
Legislature.

NOW , THEREFORE. BE IT RESOLVED by the Sou thw es t Alaska Municipa l Conference th a t
the Know les Adm in is tra tion and the Alaska State Legislature are urged to fu lly suppo rt
leg is la tion authorizing the con tinua tion o f, and fund ing for, the ARDOR program fo r an
add itiona l five years

Kodak bland ♦ Alaska Peninsula ♦ Bristol Bay ♦ Aleutian Chain ♦ Pribtiof Wands
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F E B R U A R Y  4 ,  1 9 9 7

R E P .  I V A N  M .  I V A N  

A L A S K A  S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E  

J U N E A U ,  A L A S K A  F A X :  4 6 5 - 4 5 8 9

D E A R  R E P .  I V A N : H B  3 5 :  A R D O R  R E A U T H O R I Z A T I O N  
H E A R I N G ,  W E D S .  T E B  5 ,  1 9 9 7

I  U N D E R S T A N D  T H A T  T H E  H O U S E  C O M M I T T E E  O N  C O M M U N I T Y  & R E G I O N A L  

A F F A I R S .  W H I C H  Y O U  C H A I R ,  W I L L  B E  H O L D I N G  H E A R I N G S  T O M O R R O W  O N  H B  

3 5 ,  W H I C H  S E E K S  T O  R E A U T H O R I Z E  O U R  P R O G R A M  F O R  A N  A D D I T I O N A L  

T H R E E  Y E A R S .

I  W I L L  B E  I N  E E K ,  M A K I N G  A  P R E S E N T A T I O N  O N  S M A L L  B U S I N E S S  A T  T H E  

H I G H  S C H O O L  A N D  W O R K I N G  W I T H  T H E  T R I B A L  A D M I N I S T R A T O R  T O  F I N A L I Z E  

A  P R O P O S A L  F O R  F U N D I N G  T H A T  I S  D U E  N E X T  W E E K ,  S O  W I L L  P R O B A B L Y  B E  

U N A B L E  T O  P A R T I C I P A T E  I N  Y O U R  H E A R I N G  F R O M  T H E R E

A S  T H E  V I C E  C H A I R M A N  O F  T H E  L O W E R  K U S R O K W I M  E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T  

C O U N C I L ,  I ’ M  S U R E  Y O U  A R E  A W A R E  O F  T H E  C O N T I N U I N G  N E E D  F O R  

E C O N O M I C  A S S I S T A N C E  T H R O U G H O U T  O U R  R E G I O N .  W I T H O U T  T H E  A R D O R S ,  

T H E R E  W O U L D  B E  L I T T L E  T O  N O  L O C A L  A S S I S T A N C E  A V A I L A B L E  F O R  P E O P L E  

N E E D I N G  A S S I S T A N C E  T O  S T A R T  A  B U S I N E S S  O R  E X P A N D  A N  E X I S T I N G  O N E ,  

S E C U R E  N E E D E D  F I N A N C I N G ,  L E A R N  O F  A P P L I C A B L E  R E G U L A T I O N S ,  A N D  T H E  

M A N Y  O T H E R  S E R V I C E S  N O W  P R O V I D E D  B Y  A R D O R S .

Y O U R  S U P P O R T  I S  R E Q U E S T E D ,  T O  E X T E N D  T H E  O P E R A T I O N S  O F  A R D O R S  F O R  

T H E  N E X T  T H R E E  Y E A R S ,  T H R O U G H  F Y  2 0 0 0 .

V E R Y  T R U L Y ,

C A R L  B E R G E R .  E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R

L O W E R  K U S K O K W I M  E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T  C O U N C I L

l o w  tcoMcmic lDct'fforwen: C jkhciJ
tO .Vjx i o i :
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SOUTHEAST CONFERENCE
An Alaska Regional Development Organization and USDA Resource Conservation and Development Counc il

February 3, 1997

Representative Albert Kookesh 
State Capital 
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Representative Kookesh:

House Bill 35, an Act Extending the Alaska Regional Economic Assistance Program, is 
scheduled to be heard before the House Community and Regional Affairs Committee this 
Wednesday When enacted, the Bill will extend the life o f  the .Alaska Regional Develop­
ment Program to the end o f  this century

Attached you will find a copy o f  Southeast Conference Resolution 97-6 urging reauthori­
zation o f the .ARDOR Program. This Resolution was adopted unanimously by Conference 
members during their Annual Meeting in Juneau last September. For more information 
about Southeast Conference and its activities as the .ARDOR for Southeast Alaska, please 
see the Conference’ s Regional Development Strategy• and Area Plan and Annual Report 
for Membership Year 1996 sent you with our last letter.

I regret I will be unable to attend the Committee’ s hearing. I must be in Ketchikan to join 
with federal, state, and local representatives who are meeting to consider the kind o f  part­
nership to put together to aid southern Southeast Alaska’ s recovery from the recent and 
impending downturn in the timber industry. Should you have an urgent need for more in­
formation, I can be reached through the Cape Fox Hotel.

Thanks you for your interest

Sincerely,

Berne C Miller 
Executive Director

Attachment

124 West 5th Street Juneau. Alaska 99S01 Tel (907)463-3445 FAX (907) 463-4425



SOUTHEAST CONFERENCE
An Alaska Regional Development Organization and USDA Resource Conservation and Development Council

A RESOLUTION URGING REAUTHORIZATION OF THE 
ALASKA REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT ORGANIZATION (ARDOR) PROGRAM

(Resolution 97-6)

WHEREAS one of the most serious challenges facing Alaskans today ts expansion, diversification,
and stabilization of the State s economy, and

WHEREAS among the most successful approaches to economic expansion, diversification, and sta­
bilization is one that encourages and facilitates a high level of participation at local and 
community levels, and

WHEREAS the Alaska Regional Development Organization (ARDOR) Program was established to
create and sustain regional development capacity by fostering effective public-pmate 
partnerships to implement locally conceived and executed economic and community de­
velopment projects, and

WHEREAS the ARDOR Program will "sunset" m 1997 unless reauthorized by the Legislature, and

WHEREAS ARDORs statewide have laid a solid foundation for greater responsibility and leadership
in economic and community development at the regional level, and

WHEREAS Southeast Conference has assisted the people and communities of Southeast Alaska by
I) supporting and helping improve and expand marine and land transportation infra­
structure. 2) helping communities address solid waste management, household hazard­
ous waste disposal, and other environmental needs: and 3) helping communities plan 
and execute development efforts responsive lo local needs and priorities

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT

Southeast Conference urges the Administration and Legislature to fully support the 
ARDOR Program through appropriate administrative policies and appropriation of 
funds adequate to sustain the ARDORs mission of building local capacity and develop­
ing sustainable economies

Southeast Conference urges the Administration and Legislature to reauthorize the 
ARDOR Progiam during the next legislative session

Tins Resolution be sent to the Gov ernor, the Legislature, the Department of Community 
and Regional Affairs, the Department Commerce and Economic development, and the 
Alaska Industrial Development and Export Authority

ADOPTED BY SOUTHEAST CONFERENCE ON SEPTEMBER 26. 1996.

( r L / L ' ? *Witness
Jytm Tronrud • President Southeast Conference

Attest  d _ f\ ^ -Q C k __________
Beme C Miller - Executive Director 

124 West 5th Street Juneau. Alaska 99901 Tel (907) 463 3445 FAX (907) 463-4425
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A L A S K A  S T A T E  C H A M B E R  O F  C O M M E R C E  
R E S O L U T IO N

SUPPORTING W E  CONTINUATION OF THE ALASKA REGIONAL 
ECONOMIC. DEVELOPMENT ORGANJZADON PROGRAM

WHEREAS, tho Alaska state legislature created the Alaska Regional Economic 
Development Organization (ARDOR) program in 1988; and

WHEREAS. die legislation created a progrnm that encouraged the formation o f  
regional development organizations such {is the Southeast Conference, die Southwest 
Alaska Municipul Conference, and odicrs around the Slate o f Alaska to address the 
economic problems o f those regions; and

WHEREAS. the ARDOR’S are private nonprofit corporations formed by local 
initiative for the purpose o f promoting private sector economic development within their 
designated regions; and

WHF.RFAS, the ARDOR’S represent an economically viable unit with shared 
interests, resources traditions and goals; and

WHEREAS, rhosc ARDOR’S have successfully coordinated privute and public 
resources to support economic development in their regions; and

WHEREAS, they have provided the Slate with information on regional economic 
issues, tourism and opportunities for international trade; and

WHEREAS, they have provided assistance in local economic diversification and 
development efforts during a time o f turmoil and troubles in those local regions; and

WHEREAS, tlie ARDOR’S serve us n liaison between local governments and 
businesses in the region und the Slate o f Alaska on issues o f a common nature; and

WHEREAS, those organizations huve been successful in their economic 
development mission; and

WHEREAS, the original legislation had a sunset clause tlim ended the program in 
1993 ;and

W HEREAS, that repeal was extended until the end o f  fiscal year 1997; so
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NOW J J 1EREFORR RE IT RF.SOl ,VLD BY 11 IE Alaska State Chamber o f  Commerce 
ihnt it is in the best interest o f  the Stale o f Alaska to continue the ARDOR program and to 
insure the ongoing economic viability o f Alusku’ s various regions; and

FURTHER BF. IT RESOLVED BY the Board o f Directors o f the Alaska State 
Chamber o f Commerce wc support this issue as being o f  statewide importance in the 
process o f  adopting our legislative priorities for the 1997 legislative session.

Passed and approved by ihu Board o f Directors o f the Alaska Slate Chamber o f  
Commerce this 6lh day o f December, 1996.


