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SPONSOR STATEMENT 

SCS CS HB 343(TRA) 

“An Act exclud ing certa in motor vehicles from the defin ition o f commercia l 
motor vehic le ”

There is apparen t confusion among law enforcement offic ia ls as to under what 
circumstances an individual is required to possess a commercia l drive r’s license 
(CDL). Some Alaska statutes and regulations reference federa l requirements, 
which exempt the need fo r a CDL in cases of moving construction equ ipment 
from one site to another— this is considered by them to be an incidenta l move. 
However other A laska statu tes require drivers of any equipment weigh ing over 
26,000 pounds “used upon a land highway or veh icu lar way” to possess a 
commercia l drive r’s licenses.

This legislation amends the definition of “commercia l motor veh ic le ” in AS 
28.40.100(a)(2) by expanding the exceptions to include “specia l mobile 
equipment”--construction vehic les--tha t are driven on roads in order to relocate 
the vehicle to a job site. This exception occurs only when the equipm ent is on a 
highway In order to relocate to a job site. In addition, existing perm itting 
requirements fo r oversize or overweight vehicles remain in effect, which include 
pilot vehicles, radio communications, etc. This legislation also has no effect on 
the statu tes concern ing commercia l motor vehicle financia l responsib ility or 
commercia l motor vehicle safety inspections.

Including this exception clears up the confusion. The intent of the legisla tion is to 
allow ind iv idua ls to move the ir construction equipment from one site to another 
w ithout being required to have a commercia l driver’s license. If an individual is 
involved in work on the road, a commercia l driver’s license is still required.

SCSHB343/SS/2/4/98
'Representing Ulouse District ft 

Cooper Landing, funny River, 'Jfopc, Moose 'Pass, Seward', Sterling, Sofd'otna
RcpresciUalivc_Gary_Davis@lcgis.statc.ak,us



Interim:
1 4 5  M a in  S t .  L p . ,  2 2 3  

K e n a i ,  A la s k a  9 9 6 1 1  

9 0 7 / 2 8 3 - 7 0 9 5  

9 0 7 / 2 8 3 - 3 0 7 5  f x  

9 0 7 / 2 6 2 - 7 5 7 4  h m

J A C a s k a  S t a t e

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G a r y  D a v i s

Session: 
S t a t e  C a p i t o l  

J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 0 1  

9 0 7 / 4 6 5 - 2 6 9 3  

f x  9 0 7 / 4 6 5 - 3 8 3 5  

8 0 0 / 4 6 3 - 2 6 9 3

S E C T I O N A L  A N A L Y S I S  

S C S  C S  H B  3 4 3  ( T R A )  
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Section 1: Amends AS 28.40.100(a)(2) by expanding the exceptions listed
under subsection (D) to include special mobile equipment that is 
driven on roads in order to relocate the vehicle to a job site from the 
definition of a commercial motor vehicle.

Title 13 of the Alasks Administrative Code, Chapter 10, Section 010 
defines special mobile equipment as follows:

13 AAC 10.010. Definitions
In Chapters 02, 04, 06, and 08 of this title, and in AS 28, unless 
otherwise provided . . .

(52) "special mobile equipment" means a vehicle which is 
not designed or used primarily for the transportation of persons or 
property and only incidentally operated or moved over a highway, 
including but not limited to ditch digging apparatus, well boring 
apparatus, construction and maintenance machinery such as 
asphalt spreaders, bituminous mixers, bucket loaders, tractors 
other than truck tractors, ditchers, leveling graders, finishing 
machines, motor graders, road rollers, scarifers, earthmoving 
carryalls and scrapers, power shovels and drag lines, and self- 
propelled cranes and earthmoving equipment; it does not include 
house trailers, mobile homes, off-highway vehicles, dump trucks, 
truck-mounted transit mixers, cranes, or shovels, or other vehicles 
designed for the transportation of persons or property to which
machinery has been attached;. . .'Representingmouse District n
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