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The Alaska Network on Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault (Network) is the 
statewide coalition o f  community domestic violence and sexual assault 
intervention programs for Alaska. Twenty full member and five supporting 
member programs provide shelter, advocacy, crisis intervention, and, information 
and referral services to victims seeking assistance in ending the violence being 
perpetrated against them. The Network works to promote institutional and 
systemic change necessary to end violence against women.

The Network supports HB303 which extends the sunset date o f  the Council on 
Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault (Council) until June 30, 2002. The 
Council is instrumental in coordinating the governmental response to domestic 
violence and sexual assault. The Council brings together representatives from 
the departments o f  Public Safety, Law, Health and Social Services and Education 
as well as three members o f the public to develop and implement state policy 
regarding the elimination o f  these egregious criminal acts.

The Council is also the conduit for both state and federal funds that are 
distributed to locally based community intervention and prevention programs. 
Anchorage, Barrow, Bethel, Cordova, Dillingham, Emmonak, Fairbanks, Homer, 
Juneau, Kenai, Ketchikan, Kodiak, Nome, Palmer, Seward, Sitka, Unalaska, and 
Valdez each have at least one program that receives funding through the Council.

With the passage o f  both the 1994 federal Violence Against Women Act and the 
1996 state Domestic Violence Prevention and Victim Protection Act, the role o f  
the Council has become more critical as more agencies and individuals have 
begun to work in a comprehensive fashion to actively address the issues o f  
domestic violence and sexual assault. Please support the work o f  this necessary 
public safety council by supporting HB303.
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M E M O R A N D U M
M a y  7 ,1 9 9 8

T O :

F R O M :

RE:

S e n a t o r  T i m  K e l ly ,  C h a i r  
S e n a t e  R u l e  C o m m i t t e e

R e n .  K i m  E l t o n

H B  3 0 3 ,  e x t e n d i n g  t h e  t e r m i n a t i o n  d a t e  fo r  t h e  C o u n c i l  o n  
D o m e s t i c  V i o l e n c e  a n d  S e x u a l  A s s a u l t

I w o u l d  l ik e  to  r e q u e s t  t h a t  H B  3 0 3  b e  s c h e d u l e d  fo r  a  v o t e  o n  th e  
S e n a t e  f l o o r  a t  t h e  e a r l i e s t  o p p o r t u n i t y .  T h e  b i l l  p a s s e d  t h e  H o u s e  
u n a n i m o u s l y .

H B  3 0 3  e x t e n d s  t h e  t e r m i n a t i o n  d a t e  o f  t h e  C o u n c i l  o n  D o m e s t i c  
V i o l e n c e  a n d  S e x u a l  A s s a u l t  to  J u n e  30 , 2 0 0 2 .  W i t h o u t  t h i s  b i l l ,  t h e  c o u n c i l  
w i l l  " s u n s e t "  o n  J u n e  3 0 t h  o f  t h i s  y e a r .  W h i l e  t h e  c o u n c i l  is  g i v e n  a n o t h e r  
y e a r  t o  c o n c l u d e  i t s  a f f a i r s  i f  i t  i s  s u n s e t t e d ,  i t  w i l l  b e  u n a b l e  to  q u a l i f y  f o r  $ 1 .3  
m i l l i o n  in  f e d e r a l  f u n d s  w h i c h  a r e  d i s t r i b u t e d  to  lo c a l  s h e l t e r s  f o r  v i c t i m  
s e r v i c e s .

T h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  a u d i t  o f  t h e  C o u n c i l  o n  D o m e s t i c  V i o l e n c e  a n d  S e x u a l  
A s s a u l t  f o u n d  t h a t  t h e  c o u n c i l  s e r v e s  a n d  p u b l i c  n e e d  a n d  o p e r a t e s  in  t h e  
p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t .  It r e c o m m e n d e d  t h a t  t h e  c o u n c i l  b e  r e a u t h o r i z e d  a n d  i ts  
t e r m i n a t i o n  d a t e  e x t e n d e d  to  t h e  y e a r  2002 .

I h a v e  i n c l u d e d  a s p o n s o r  s t a t e m e n t  f o r  y o u r  i n f o r m a t i o n .  It s h o w s  
h o w  t h e  c o u n c i l ' s  r o l e  a n d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  h a v e  g r o w n  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  s i n c e  
1996. A  s u b s t a n t i a l  i n c r e a s e  in  f e d e r a l  f u n d i n g  to  t h e  c o u n c i l  r e f l e c t s  a 
b r o a d e n e d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  s e r i o u s  f i n a n c i a l  a n d  s o c ia l  c o s t s  o f  d o m e s t i c  
v i o l e n c e  in  o u r  n a t i o n .  W e  m u s t  r e a u t h o r i z e  t h e  c o u n c i l  to  c o n t i n u e  t h e s e  
e f f o r t s .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h i s  r e q u e s t .
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H B  3 0 3  

E x t e n d i n g  t h e  t e r m i n a t i o n  d a t e  o f  t h e  

C o u n c i l  o n  D o m e s t i c  V i o l e n c e  a n d  S e x u a l  A s s a u l t

S p o n s o r  S t a t e m e n t

H B  3 0 3  e x t e n d s  t h e  t e r m i n a t i o n  d a l e  o f  t h e  C o u n c i l  o n  D o m e s t i c  
V i o l e n c e  a n d  S e x u a l  A s s a u l t  f r o m  J u n e  30 , 1998, to  J u n e  30, 2002.

T h e  C o u n c i l  o n  D o m e s t i c  V i o l e n c e  a n d  S e x u a l  A s s a u l t  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  
in  1981 to  p r o v i d e  fo r  t h e  p l a n n i n g  a n d  c o o r d i n a t i o n  o f  a fu ll  r a n g e  o f  
s e r v i c e s  to  v i c t i m s ,  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s ,  a n d  p e r p e t r a t o r s  o f  v i o l e n c e  a n d  s e x u a l  
a s s a u l t  in  A l a s k a .  T h e  c o u n c i l ' s  s t a t u t o r y  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  a re :

• T o  d e v e l o p ,  i m p l e m e n t ,  m a i n t a i n  a n d  m o n i t o r  d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e ,  
s e x u a l  a s s a u l t  a n d  c r i s i s  i n t e r v e n t i o n  a n d  p r e v e n t i o n  p r o g r a m s ,  
i n c l u d i n g  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m s  a n d  s c h o o l  c u r r i c u l a ;

• T o  c o o r d i n a t e  s e r v i c e s  p r o v i d e d  b y  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t s  o f  L a w ,  
E d u c a t i o n ,  P u b l i c  S a f e ty ,  1 l e a l t h  a n d  S o c ia l  S e r v i c e s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  o t h e r  
s t a t e  a g e n c i e s  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  g r o u p s  d e a l i n g  w i t h  d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e  
a n d  s e x u a l  a s s a u l t ;

• T o  p r o v i d e  t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  to  s l a t e  a n d  lo c a l  a g e n c i e s  a n d  
c o m m u n i t y  g r o u p s ,  a s  r e q u e s t e d ;

• T o  d e v e l o p  a n d  i m p l e m e n t  a s t a n d a r d i z e d  d a t a  c o l l e c t i o n  s y s t e m  o n  
d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e  a n d  s e x u a l  a s s a u l t ,  a n d  c r i s i s  i n t e r v e n t i o n  a n d  
p r e v e n t i o n ;

• T o  r e c e i v e  a n d  d i s p e n s e  s t a t e  a n d  f e d e r a l  m o n e y  a n d  a w a r d  g r a n t s  
a n d  c o n t r a c t s  to  q u a l i f i e d  lo ca l  c o m m u n i t y  e n t i t i e s  fo r  d o m e s t i c  
v i o l e n c e ,  s e x u a l  a s s a u l t ,  a n d  c r i s i s  i n t e r v e n t i o n  a n d  p r e v e n t i o n  
p r o g r a m s ;

• T o  o v e r s e e  a n d  a u d i t  d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e  a n d  s e x u a l  a s s a u l t  p r o g r a m s  
w h i c h  r e c e i v e  f e d e r a l  a n d / o r  s t a t e  g r a n t  m o n e y ;
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•  T o  c o n s u l t  w i t h  t h e  D e p t ,  o f  H e a l t h  a n d  S o c ia l  S e r v i c e s  in  t h e  
f o r m u l a t i o n  o f  s t a n d a r d s  a n d  p r o c e d u r e s  f o r  t h e  d e l i v e r y  o f  s e r v i c e s  to  
v i c t i m s  o f  d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e  b y  h e a l t h  c a r e  f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  p r a c t i t i o n e r s ;

•  T o  c o n s u l t  w i t h  t h e  A l a s k a  P o l i c e  S t a n d a r d s  C o u n c i l  a n d  o t h e r  p o l i c e  
t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m s  t o  d e v e l o p  t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m s  r e g a r d i n g  d o m e s t i c  
v i o l e n c e  f o r  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  a n d  f o r  c o r r e c t i o n ,  p r o b a t i o n ,  a n d  p a r o l e  
o f f i c e r s ;

•  T o  c o n s u l t  w i t h  p u b l i c  e m p l o y e r s ,  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s ,  t h e  A l a s k a  
S u p r e m e  C o u r t  a n d  p r o s e c u t i n g  a u t h o r i t i e s  w h o  a r e  r e q u i r e d  to  
p r o v i d e  c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  c o u r s e s  in  d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e  to  
e m p l o y e e s ;

•  T o  m a k e  a n  a n n u a l  r e p o r t  to  t h e  g o v e r n o r  o n  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  
c o u n c i l ,  i n c l u d i n g  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  f o r  l e g i s l a t i o n .

T h e  c o u n c i l ' s  r o l e  a n d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  h a v e  g r o w n  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  s i n c e  
1996. T h e  s t a t e  h a s  i m p o s e d  a d d i t i o n a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  a n d  f e d e r a l  f u n d i n g  
h a s  i n c r e a s e d  s u b s t a n t i a l l y .  T h i s  e x p a n s i o n  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  is  a r e f l e c t i o n  
o f  a  b r o a d e n e d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  a n d  s o c i a l  c o s t s  o f  d o m e s t i c  
v i o l e n c e  a n d  s e x u a l  a s s a u l t  in  A l a s k a  c o m m u n i t i e s  in  h e a l t h  c a r e ,  
c o r r e c t i o n s ,  p o l i c e  a n d  c o u r t  c o s t s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  l o n g - t e r m ,  n e g a t i v e  e f f e c t  o n  
c h i l d r e n  w h o  w i t n e s s  v i o l e n c e  a t  h o m e .

T h e  1997 l e g i s l a t i v e  a u d i t  o f  t h e  C o u n c i l  o n  D o m e s t i c  V i o l e n c e  a n d  
S e x u a l  A s s a u l t  f o u n d  t h a t  t h e  c o u n c i l  s e r v e s  a  p u b l i c  n e e d  a n d  o p e r a t e s  in  t h e  
p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t .  T h e  a u d i t  c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  t h e  c o u n c i l  s h o u l d  b e  r e a u t h o r i z e d  
a n d  i ts  t e r m i n a t i o n  d a t e  e x t e n d e d  to  J u n e  30 , 2002 .


