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H B  23
S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T  

" A C C E S S  P R O T E C T I O N  B I L L "

H ouse B ill 23 addresses an increasing ly troub lesom e p rob lem  in vo lv ing  pub lic  po licv 
re la ting  to the ability' o f A laskans to access and u tilize  com m on p rope rty  resources.
Th is leg is la tion  w ill a llow  the Legisla tu re to address concerns ove r access to state lands 
and waters where p roposed adm in istra tive action invo lves significant areas o f  pub lic 
interest.

C u rren tly  the adm in istration  may close pub lic access onto state lands and waters 
regard less o f whether A laskans agree w ith  such po licy actions. This s itua tion  has led to 
the exclusion o f m an}’ trad itiona l uses in areas o f pub lic interest when som e members 
o f  the bureaucracy fe lt it necessary to impose restrictions on those uses they v iew ed as 
soc ia lly  incom patib le o r unacceptable.

The leg isla tu re has trad ition a lly  been responsib le fo r im p lem enting statutes designed to 
p rotect lands, waters and resources. H ow ever, there are no statutes which  p ro v id e  fo r 
the protection o f the pub lic's ab ility  to access these com m on p roperty  resources. I feel 
this is an im portan t pub lic po licy  question which shou ld  righ tly  come u nd e r leg islative 
purview'.

H B  23 w ill a llow  the adm in istra tion  to affect pub lic access on sm all areas, o r  fo r  short 
p e riod s o f time. H ow ever, la rg e r areas (m o re  than 640 acres), o r restrictions lasting fo r 
long  time periods (m o re  than eight months in a three yea r p e riod ) w ou ld  be subjected 
to leg isla tive app rova l.

HB 23 includes language which w ill give the Legislature the authority to protect 
trad itiona l access fo r trad itiona l uses, inc lud ing  subsistence activities. Fu rtherm ore , 
this leg islation was crafted so as not to im pede land d isposa ls, m ining, tim ber harvest 
o r  o ther resource deve lopm ent. Language has been inserted which a llow s 
deve lopm en t interests fo r safety reasons to "con tro l and direct pub lic access through 
deve loped  p roperties", and to p rov id e  fo r "  reasonab le access a lte rna tives".



In addition to enthusiastic individual support, the following groups representing in 
excess of 25,000 Alaskan outdoor users support HB 23: Alaska Marine Dealers, 
Resource Development Council, Alaska v isitors Association, Alaska A ir Carriers, 
Alaska Airmen's Association, Alaska Bow' Hunters, Alaska Snowmobile Assoc., Alaska 
Boaters Assoc., Mat-Su Motor Mushers, Mat-Su Boaters, Alaska Outdoor Council, 
Territorial Sportsmen, Alaska Outdoor Council, Ketchikan Sport and W ild life Club, 
and Mat Valley Sportsmen.



FISCAL NOTE
No.

TATE OF ALASKA Sill Version: CSHB 23 (r e s )

J97 LEGISLATIVE sessio n  • (H) Pub lish  D a te : 3 /5/97

2/27/97 Dept. Affected nNR

itic: A n  Act  r e l a t i n g  to t r a d i t i o n a l  m e a n s  BRU:

of Access. . .______________________________  ____

ponsor: Rep. Masek Components:

Requestor: „ Serial #
Ha u.s o - Ra s ou  r e o s ----------------------------------------  -------

XPENDITURES/REVENUES: (THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS)

DERATING FY 98 FY 99 FYOO FY 01 FY 02 FY03

5e r s o n a l  S e r v i c e s 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Tra v e l 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Z o n t r a c t u a l 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

S u p p l i e s 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

e q u i p m e n t 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

La n d  & S t r u c t u r e s 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

G r a n t s , C l a i m s 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

M i s c e l l a n e o u s 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

OTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

;apital 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

REVENUE 0.0 o.oj 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

;UND!NG: (THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS)

3eneral Fund 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

:ederal Fund 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Other 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

T O T A L
_

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

P O S I T I O N S :

Full-Time 0 0 0 0 0 0
Part-Time 0 0 0 0 0 0
Temporary 0 0 0 0 0 0

ANALYSIS: (ATTACH A SEPARATE PAGE IF NECESSARY)

see attached analysis
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