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A laska. S ta te  L egislature
Senate

OFFICIAL BUSINESS
O f f i c e  o f  t h e  S e c

F O R  Y O U R  IM M E D I A T E  A T T E N T IO N

D A T E : M a rc h  2 0 , 19 9 8

T O : R u le s  C o m m it te e
(S e n a to r  K e lly )

F R O M : O f f ic e  o f  th e  S e n a te  S e c r e ta ry

T h e  S e n a te  P r e s id e n t  h a s  a d d e d /c h a n g e d  th e  r e fe r r a l ( s )  o n  th e  fo l lo w in g  b i l l( s ) :

STATE CAPITOL, ROOM 213 JUNEAU, ALASKA 99801-1182 
(907) 465-3701 
FAX: 465-2832 

EMAIL: senale.sacrolaryOLegis.slale.oli.us

HOUSE BILL NO. 170 RETRIEVE

P le a s e  g iv e  th e  b ill  f i le ( s )  to  th e  p a g e  d e l iv e r in g  th is  m e s s a g e .  T h e  b ill f i l e ( s )  wi l l  b e  
r e tu r n e d  to  y o u r  C o m m it te e  a f te r  th e  a p p r o p r ia te  c h a n g e s  h a v e  b e e n  m a d e .

T h a n k  y o u .



M arch  6, 1998

Alaska Cooperative Extension
U NIVERSITY OF ALASKA FAIRBANKS

OTglas 4-H P ro gram  C h air

Re: Service Animal Legislation

In an attempt to get access to private and public buildings for service animals HB 170 was
introduced. The HESS version of  the bill was acceptable to the 4-H program, but the version that
passed out  of  Judiciary and through Rules  is an affront to over twenty years of  outstanding work 
by 4-H members  and volunteers to raise guide dog puppies.

The 4-H program has been in the guide dog raising business fo: over 40 years. We have programs 
in every state in the U.S. In all cases we are the agency who certifies and trains our leaders and
members with dogs. The 4-H program does not need a certification program. We have been the
most successful program in the U.S. in raising guide dog puppies. In Alaska our 4-H program is 
associated with Guide Dogs for the Desert out of Palm Springs, California. They provide materials 
that help us certify and train their puppies.

It now costs $800 to $1000 for volunteers to raise a guide or service dog for the eighteen months 
prior to its final training back at the guide dog or service dog school. The families that raise these
dogs do so at a great sacrifice to their family budget. Adding a health and social services cost to
what is a lready a very expensive community service is unnecessary. The 4-H program has a
screening process as well as a recommended training process in place that works.

I d e n t i f i c a t i o n

4-H guide dogs are identified ’ ith a blue and white coat that says Guide Dog Puppy and with a 4-H
clover. 4-H members  carry identification. If any other identification were used as planned in the
bill, 4-H could well lose its identity and would certainly lose control over the program.

Swiftness of Service

At this time when a prospective 4-H member or leader wants to have a guide dog, 4-H agents or
volunteers are required to go out to the home and while the family is still interested we certify
them and have the dog on order. If H&SS were involved we would have to wait until they could
certify the family and then we would still have to certify because of our liability insurance. H&SS 
becomes an extra cost as well as an extra step in what was already a smooth running operation.

ACTION REQUESTED

Ask that you vote for HB 170 as it came out of  HESS and not the bill that came out of Judiciary.

If you approve the bill out of Judiciary, amend the bill to exempt the 4-H program from the 
cert if icat ion process or  remove the sect ions that refers to service animals  in training being 
certified by H&SS.

Thank you for your  support.

HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES CERTIFICATION

Cost

Alaska Cooperative Extension • University of Alaska Fairbanks & USDA Cooperating 
1108 F Street, Suite 130 • Juneau, Alaska 99801 • Phone: (907) 465-8749 • FAX: (907 ) 465-8742



GUIDE DOGS OF THE DESERT, INC.
P.O. Box 1692, Palm Springs, California 92263 

(619) 329-6257

APPLICATION TO RAISE A GUIDE DOG PUPPY

Name (Mr./Mrs./M3.),____________________________________________________________________________ Age:

Are there child ren In the home?________Their a g e s________________

A dd re ss  ______________________________________________

Environment: C ity  S ubu rban R u ra l____

Name of parent if applicant under 18 years o ld :______________________

Telephone: Home ( J_ Work ( )

1. Where did you hear about our puppy raising program?____________

2. Have you ever raised a dog before?______ A dog for the blind?_____

When and from which schoo l?____________________________________

What became of that dog?_______________________________________

3. If you have a pet/pets, please give type, dog breeds, ages and sexes:

4. Do you have a fenced yard or enclosed area to relieve the puppy?__

5. Do you agree to allow the puppy to live in your house and sleep in your bedroom?_______ . (Initial)

GUIDE DOGS OFTHE DESERT, INC. provide Inoculations and worming If you bring the puppy to the training 
facility. If pups at a not considered fo r breeding stock, GUIDE DOGS OF THE DESERT, INC w ill reimburse 
fo r neutering up to $50.00 or provide for neutering by our own veterinarian. GUIDE DOGS OFTHE DESERT, 
INC. will provide occasional boarding at tho facility, Including boarding of fomalea In season.

6. Do you agree to pay for normal veterinary expenses? ________ (Initial)

The raiser Is responsible to provide a loving atmosphere and socialization and to teach tho pup appropriate 
house behavior. The approximate cost to the raiser Is $500.00. This cost Is a donation and may be tax 
deductible.

7 .1 understand and agree this puppy shall remain the property of Guide Dogs of the Desert, Inc. and agree to return the 
puppy to Guide Dogs of the Desert, Inc. as requested for evaluation, neutering and when the puppy is needed for training. 
 (Initial)

8 .1 have read and agree to the conditions outlined in the attached copy of the "Puppy Raiser's Fact Shee t". (Initial)

9 .1 agree to participate in Puppy and school events held throughout Southern Califc-nia whenever possible.  (Initial)

10. What date are you available to receive a puppy? (usually there is a 6 month wa it)_______________________________

11. Breed Preference: ( )  Golden Retriever ( )  Female
( ) Labrador Retriever ( ) Male
( ) German Shepherd

Signature of applicant(s):    ______________________________________________________________

Parent signature (if applicant is under 18 ynars of a g e )------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Alaska Extention A g en t  __________________________________________________________________________________

Mr./Mrs./Ms. 
(circle one)



A p p l i c a t io n  P ro ce d u re 
f o r  th e
A la s k a  G u ide Dog Puppy P r o je c t

1) P e rso n (14 o r o ld e r ) o r a fa m i l y  e xp re s se s a v e r y  s t r o n g  
in t e r e s t ,  c o n ta c ts  D i s t r i c t  E x te n s io n  A gen t o r A re a G u ide Dog Puppy 
P r o je c t L e a d e r .

2) E x te n s io n  A gen t o r A re a G u ide Dog Puppy P r o je c t L e a de r p ro v id e s  
p e rs o n  w i t h  Puppy R a is e r 's  F a c t Shee t and A p p l ic a t io n  to  R a is e  a 
G u ide Dog Puppy.

3) P e rso n f i l l s  o u t th e  a p p l i c a t i o n  and c o n ta c ts  th e  A re a G u ide Dog 
Puppy P r o je c t Le a de r to  s e t up a d a te  f o r  a Home In te r v ie w  w i t h  th e  
w h o le f a m i l y  and fa m i l y  p e t ( s ) .  A p p l ic a n t m ust j o i n  4-H e i t h e r  as a 
member (y o u th ) o r a le a d e r ( a d u l t . )

4) A re a G u ide Dog Puppy P r o je c t Le ade r makes a re com m enda tio n on th e  
b o tto m  o f th e  a p p l i c a t i o n . I f  th e  fa m i ly  m ee ts w i t h  th e  P r o je c t 
L e a d e rs a p p ro v a l p r o v id e  them w i t h  a copy o f th e  Puppy R a is e r 's  
M anua l so th e y  can become f a m i l i a r  w i t h  i t  w h i le  th e y  w a i t f o r  t h e i r  
pu p p y .
N o te : T he re may be a t im e  when you w i l l  have to  d e c l in e  a re q u e s t .
I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  b u t keep i n  m ind th e  b e s t i n t e r e s t  o f th e  puppy , 
t h a t f a m i l y  and th e  A la s k a  G u id e Dog Puppy P rog ram .

5) G iv e a copy o f th e  a p p ro v e d  a p p l i c a t io n  to  th e  lo c a l C o o p e ra t iv e  
E x te n s io n  A gen t f o r  t h e i r  re c o r d s  and send one to  th e  S ta te  
C o o r d in a to r o f th e  G u ide Dog Puppy P r o je c t : L in d a  A th o n s , 34824 K - 
Beach R d ., S u i te  A, S o ld o tn a , AK 99669.

6) The S ta te  C o o rd in a to r w i l l  send a copy o f th e  a p p l i c a t i o n  to  
G u id e Dogs o f th e  D e s e r t (GDD) f o r  them to  p ro c e s s .

7) GDD w i l l  c o n ta c t th e  r a i s e r  d i r e c t l y  when a puppy i s  a v a i l a b le .

8) GDD w i l l  a l e r t  th e  S ta te  C o o rd in a to r o f th e  a v a i la b le  puppy and 
t r a v e l a rra n g em en ts w i l l  be made b y th e  S ta te  C o o r d in a to r f o r  th e  
puppy to  t r a v e l to  A la s k a . A la s k a  A i r l i n e s  d o n a te s th e  c o s t o f 
t r a n s p o r t in g  o u r p u p p ie s .

9) The r a i s e r  s h o u ld  c o n ta c t th e  lo c a l C o o p e ra t iv e  E x te n s io n  A gen t 
t o  n o t i f y  h im /h e r o f th e  p u p p y 's  a r r i v a l .

10) L e t th e  r a i s in g  b e g i n ! !

L in d a  A th on s 
1 2 /1 5 /9 7



P. O. Box 1692 
Palm Springs, CA 92263 

(619) 329-6257

P U P P Y  R A I S E R ’S  F A C T  S H E E T

A s a  p u p p y  ra is e r ,  y o u  s h o u ld  b e  a w a re  th a t th e re  a r e  m a n y  p ro s  a n d  co n s  o f  ra is in g  a  

g u id e  d og  p u p p y . T h e s e  p u p p ie s  a r e  rig h t now  o rd in a r y  p u p p ie s  w h o  w ill chew , b a rk  a n d  

w h in e . T h ey  a r e  n o t  h o u s e b r o k e n .  T h e y  have  b e e n  s c r e e n e d  a n d  a c c e p te d  as d o n a tio n s  
o r  p ro c u re d  th ro u g h  o u r  o w n  b r e e d in g  p ro g ram . R a is in g  a  p u p p y  c a n  b e  fu n  a n d  

re w a rd in g  b u t  it c a n  a lso  g e t  d i f f ic u l t  an d  tire so m e .

M a k e  s u re  th a t  e v e ry o n e  in  th e  h o u s e h o ld  likes th e  i d e a  a n d  a g re e s  to  ra is in g  th e  p u p . 
R a is in g  the p u p  is tru ly  a  fa m ily  a f fa ir .  A lth o u g h  o n e  in d iv id u a l  may b e  a ss ig n ed  th e  
re sp o n s ib ilitie s , th e  w h o le  fa m ily  w ill h av e  to  a d ju s t a n d  p a r t i c ip a te .  T h e  m tire  fam ily  
w ill h e a r  th e  p u p  cry  a n d  w h in e  th e  firs t few  n igh ts , s m e l l  o c c a s io n a l  a c c id e n ts , an d  h av e  

a r tic le s  b e lo n g in g  to  th e m  c h e w e d  o n .

Y o u  w ill re ce iv e  th e  p u p  a t  a p p ro x im a te ly  8 to  10 w e e k s  o f  a g e  a n d  k e e p  it u n til it is 
b e tw e e n  12 to  18 m o n th s  o f  a g e .  T h e  puppy  w ill h a v e  s t a r t e d  i t ’s in o c u la tio n s  ag a in s t 
d is te m p e r , h e p a ti t is ,  le p to s p i ro s is ,  p a ra in f lu e n z a  a n d  c a n in e  p a rv o  v iru s . T h e  p u p p y  w ill 

h av e  b e e n  d ew o n m e d , b u t  w ill n e e d  a  ra b ie s  in o c u la t io n  a t  4 m o n th s  o f  ag e .

Y o u r  g u id e  d o g  p u p p y  w ill n e e d  L O V E  AND S O C IA L IZ A T IO N  m o re  th a n  an y th in g  e lse . 

Y o u  a re  e x p e c te d  to  h o u s e b r e a k  th e  p u p , and  fully  s o c ia l iz e  it to . p e o p le , an im als , tra ffic , 

n o ises , s tra n g e  s u r ro u n d in g s  a n d  su rfa c e s . R id in g  in  c a r s  c o m fo r ta b ly  is a lso  im p o rta n t. 
W e  e n c o u ra g e  b a s ic  o b e d ie n c e  t r a in in g  to  aid  in  th e  p u p ’s s o c ia l iz a tio n  p ro g ra m  a n d  fo r 

g e n e ra l  co n tro l p u rp o s e s ,  buc d o n ’t o v e rd o  it.

F le a s  an d  ticks a r e  th e  n u m b e r  o n e  p ro b le m  e x p e r ie n c e d  b y  ra is e r s .  I t  is o f  p a ra m o u n t 
im p o r ta n c e  th a t  th e  p u p  b e  k e p t  f le a  an d  tick f re e  to  p r e v e n t  a n y  a lle rg ic  re a c tio n  fro m  

d ev e lo p in g .

F e m a le  p u p p ie s  w ill c o m e  in to  s e a s o n  b e tw e en  6 a n d  14 m o n th s  o f  age . T h is  is a b lo o d y  
d isch a rg e  p e r io d  o f  21 d ay s  a n d  th e  on ly  tim e a  do g  w ill  b e  a b le  to  "get p reg n an t" .
P le a se  m ak e  a r r a n g e m e n ts  to  s e c u re  th e  p up  d u rin g  th is  t im e  (y o u  m ay b rin g  it to  th e  
sc h o o l to  b e  b o a r d e d .)  M a le s  w ill b e  a lte re d  a ro u n d  8  to  10 m o n th s  u n le ss  they  a re  
b e in g  c o n s id e re d  fo r  th e  b r e e d in g  p ro g ram . T h e s e  e x p e n s e s  w ill b e  re im b u se d  u p  to  

S50.00 o r  p ro v id e d  by  o u r  o w n  v e te r in a r ia n .

■ A

line*'



119 N. Cushman, Ste. 205 
Fairbanks, AK 99701 

907-456-7423 Fax: 451-9293
While in Juneau 
State Capitol 

Juneau. AK 99801-1182 
907-465-3466

Sponsor Statement
House Bill 170

" A N  A C T  R E L A T IN G  T O  IN T E R F E R E N C E  W I T H  T H E  R I G H T S  O F  
P H Y S IC A L L Y  A N D  M E N T A L L Y  C H A L L E N G E D  P E R S O N S ; A N D  
R E L A T IN G  T O  S E R V IC E  A N I M A L S  D U R IN G  T H E IR  T R A I N I N G  P E R I O D ."

Although tho Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) allows service animals 
into public facilities, too often young service animals are turned away from 
public facilities due to the existing law being arbitrary. HB 170 extends this 
law to include the young animals in training. Service animals perform 
functions and tasks that an individual with a disability cannot perform for 
themselves. These young animals need the same exposure as trained service 
animals if they are expected to perform those tasks.

Additionally, HB 170 will establish a state certification program through the 
Department of Health and Social Services. The program will establish criteria 
to determine how in training service animals and their trainers are identified 
in Alaska.

"5: «•-* — —
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  T o m  B r i c e
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