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S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T

SCS CSHB 145 (FIN)
" A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  to  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t e a c h e r s . "

We all realize the importance o f having well-qualified teachers in our 
school system. In an effort to provide our state with a quality 
teaching force, we must ensure that our prospective teachers 
demonstrate a minimum level of competency in basic skills.

There are over 40 states that include tests as a part o f their teacher 
licensure. The passage o f SCS CSHB 145 (FIN) would add Alaska to 
that list.

Beginning July 1, 1998, SCS CSHB 145 (FIN) would require people 
who are not now licensed to teach in the state to pass a competency 
examination designated by the Alaska State Board of Education 
before receiving their certification. It is our intention that the board 
will select a basic test for primary grades and a test for subject 
endorsements in secondary. The board will also establish the 
minimum acceptable level o f performance for this examination.

Another provision of this bill requires the Department of Education 
to establish fees for teacher certification that when added to other 
fees collected from teachers w ill approximately cover the costs for 
certifying and disciplining teachers.

I u rg e  y o u  to  s u p p o r t  th e s e  in c re a s e d  s ta n d a rd s  fo r  o u r  te a c h e rs .


