




A LA S K A  STATE LEG IS LA TU R E

House o f Representatives 
Special Committee on Fisheries

SPONSOR STATEMENT 
HB 141

A VESSEL PERMIT MORATORIUM FOR THE ALASKA WEATHERVANE SCALLOP FISHERY
I h a v e  in t ro d u c e d  H B  141 to  im p le m e n t a  m o ra to r iu m  w ith in  th e  s ta te  w a te rs  
o ff  A la sk a  s im ila r  to  th e  m o ra to r iu m  b e in g  im p le m e n te d  b y  th e  N o r th  P ac ific  
F ish e rie s  M a n a g e m e n t C o u n c il a ffec tin g  th e  fe d e ra l w a te rs  o ff A lask a .
W ith o u t a  m o ra to r iu m  im p le m e n te d  in  s ta te  w a te rs , i t  is p ro b a b le  th a t  th e re  
w o u ld  b e  a n  in c re a se  in  e ffo r t o n  o u r  s ta te  w a te r  sca llo p  s to ck s , a s  w e ll as o n  
th e  a s so c ia te d  m a r in e  h a b i ta t ,  a n d  c re a te  a n  u n m a n a g e a b le  fish e ry .

W o rld  w id e  sc a llo p s  h a v e  p ro v e n  to  b e  su sc e p tib le  to  o v e rf ish in g  a n d  
b o o m /b u s t  cycles. S ca llo p s  a re  lo n g  liv e d  sh e llfish . T h e  la rg e  sca llo p  m e a ts  
w h ic h  b r in g  p re m iu m  p ric e s  co m e  fro m  sca llo p s  e ig h t y e a rs  o r  o ld e r.

T h e  A lask a  sc a llo p  f is h e ry  s ta r te d  in  1968. N in e te e n  e a s t c o a s t sca llo p  v esse ls  
cam e  to  A la sk a  a n d  to o k  1.7 m illio n  p o u n d s  o f  sc a llo p  m e a ts . T h e  f ish e ry  
c o n tin u e d  a t  a  h a rv e s t  le v e l o f  1.3 m illio n  p o u n d s  o f  m e a ts  a n n u a l ly  u n ti l  
1973. C a tc h e s  d r o p p e d  o ff sh a rp ly  a f te r  1973 a n d  f ish in g  c e a se d  in  1978 w h e n  
sca llo p  b e d s  w e re  d e p le te d . T h is b o o m  a n d  b u s t cycle  w a s  re p e a te d  in  th e  
1980's a n d  a p p e a re d  to  b e  r e p e a tin g  fo r a th ird  tim e  in  th e  1990's u n til  th e  
s ta te  d e v e lo p e d  a  f ish e ry  m a n a g e m e n t p la n  fo r sc a llo p s  in  1993. A ll sca llo p  
fish in g  w a s  s to p p e d  in  F e b ru a ry  1995 in  o rd e r  to  p re v e n t  an  e a s t c o as t 
s c a llo p e r, M r. Big, fro m  f is h in g  in  u n re g u la te d  fe d e ra l w a te rs . T h e  f ish e ry  
re o p e n e d  in  la te  1996 u n d e r  a  fe d e ra l m a n a g e m e n t p la n .

A t p re s e n t  w e a th e rv a n e  sc a llo p s  a re  m a n a g e d  jo in tly  b y  th e  fe d e ra l 
g o v e rn m e n t a n d  th e  S ta te  o f  A lask a . T h e re  is a fe d e ra l f is h e ry  m a n a g e m e n t 
p la n  ro d e le g a te  m a n a g e m e n t a u th o r i ty  o f  sca llo p s  to  th e  s ta te  "in p ro cess"  
w h ic h  h a s  n o t  b e e n  f in a liz e d . T h e  m a n a g e m e n t p la n  in c lu d e s  m a n d a to ry  
100% o b se rv e r  c o v e ra g e , c a p s  o n  th e  a m o u n t o f  c i^ b  b y c a tc h  w h ic h  can  b e
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taken and area specific quotas. Under new language in the Magnuson- 
Stevens Fisheries Conservation and Management Act, the State of Alaska 
could exercise management authority out to 200 miles under delegated 
authority.

It is also in the State of Alaska's best interest that both the State and federal 
water scallop fisheries have a similar management plans and be managed by 
the State of Alaska. My goal is delegation of management authority by the 
U.S. Department of Commerce to the State of Alaska with a more restricted 
moratorium base. It should be noted that the North Pacific Fishery 
Management Council's Environmental Assessment and Regulatory Impact 
Review found that far fewer vessels than established by the federal 
moratorium could efficiently harvest the Alaska scallop quotas.

Within this legislation, I have separated out the weathervane scallop fishery 
conducted in Area H, Cook Inlet. The Area H scallop fishery is unique in that 
it is managed as an entirely separate fishery, has different gear specifications, 
and has more recently been developed. As amended in Senate Resources, 
this bill will allow Area H scallop boats to fish in the outride fishery as well.

HB 141 is needed to ensure careful conservation of the scallop stocks, as well 
as the marine habitat in which the scallops live, and to ensure that the 
bycatch of other marine animals, such as crabs, are properly controlled and 
managed. It is imperative to implement a moratorium on new entrants into 
the weathervane scallop fishery now.


