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SPONSOR STATEMENT

HB 112 would expand the definition of a political party. It would allow a political 
party to choose its method of qualification: (l) receive three percent of the vote in the 
preceding gubernatorial election: or (2) have at least 10,000 eligible voters in the state 
registered to their party. A political party with 10,000 registered voters would not have 
to run a candidate for governor every four years to retain status as a political party.

To be recognized as a political party under current Alaskan law, a political party must 
nominate a candidate for governor every four years. The candidate must receive at least 
three percent of the total votes cast for governor in the general election. Political parties 
should not have to enter Alaska’s gubernatorial race just to qualify as a political party.

In the 1990 gubernatorial election, the governor was elected by 38.8% percent of the 
voters. In the 1994 gubernatorial election, the governor was elected by 41.1% percent 
of the voters. HB 112 would result in a Alaska’s governors being elected by a larger 
plurality and hopefully a majority of Alaskan voters.
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SUBJECT: Amending the definition of "political party" (Work Order No. 20- 
LS0455\A)

TO: Representative Al Vezey 
ATTN: Rvnnieva Moss

FROM: Jack Chenov 
Legislative

Bill section 2 amends the definition of "political party," AS 15.60.010(2), as it is used in the 
state Election Code in line with your suggested wording.

Because the definition of "political organization" in AS 05.15, covering regulation of 
gaming, cross-references the definition of "political party" in AS 15.60.010,1 had to make 
a decision as to whether the substantive change made in bill section 2 should affect the 
definition of political party under gaming regulation. 1 opted not to have the change affect 
the gaming regulation provision. Bill section 1, then, simply "unties" the definition of 
"political party" from its cross-reference to AS 15.60.010 and substitutes the text of the 
current definition of "political party." In other words, though a change is made to 
AS 05.15.690, it is not intended to have substantive effect, if I did not do this and simply 
omitted the change being made by bill section 1. redefining "political party" in AS 15.60.010 
would necessarily carry over into the gaming regulation provision, and I would have to note 
the effect of the change in the bill title.

The bill title provided notes an exception. For purposes of campaign financing regulation 
under AS 15.13 (AS 15.13 is pan of the Alaska Election Code), there is a separate definition 
of "political party" intended to apply only for purposes of treatment of parties under the 
contribution and expenditure regulation provisions of AS 15.13. The change in definition 
made in bill section I does not affect that definition.

If this bill becomes law, there will be three definitions of "political party" operating in the 
Alaska Statutes:

-  AS 15.13.400( 10)(A) will apply to regulation of campaign 
financing;



-- AS 15.60.010(20) as amended by bill section 2 of this measure will 
apply to provisions of the Alaska Election Code apart from election campaign 
financing; and

-  AS 05.15.690(34) as amended by bill section 1 of this measure will 
continue in place the c u rre n t definition of "political party" as applicable to 
gaming regulation.

*

If any of this prompts questions, or if you want this redrafted to eliminate the inconsistent 
definitions, please contact me.

Representative Al Vv._.
January 29. 1997
Page 2
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IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

TWENTIETH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

BY THE HOUSE FINANCE COMMITTEE
Offered: 3/12/97 
Referred: Rules
Sponsors): REPRESENTATIVE VEZEY

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

1 "An Act amending the definition of ‘political party’ except as the definition of

2 the term applies to the regulation of contributions and expenditures in state and

3 municipal election campaigns, an amendment that also has the effect of changing

4 the definition of ‘political organization’ as applied to the regulation of games of

5 chance and contests of skill."

6 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

CS FO R  H OU SE B IL L  NO. 112(FIN)

7 * Section 1. AS 15.60.010(20) is amended to read:

8 (20) "political party" means an organized group of voters that

9 represents a political program and that either nominated a candidate for governor who

10 received at least three percent of the total votes cast for governor at the preceding

11 general election or has registered voters in the state equal in number to at least

12 tbree percent of the total votes cast for governor at the pfeecrihre general election:

IIB0U2I) -1- CSHU 112(FIN)
tJow  w.vr U n d e r l i n e d  [D E L E T E D  T E X T  B R A C K E T E D ]



- r & S S . M  FISCAL NOTE Bill vereion:_H5_U2_
(H) Publish Dale: 2/26/97

RevMon Oat*:  ^ Dept. Affected:_______ xw___________
TWe: AMENO OEf MTTON Of 'POUDCAl PARTY*___________8RU: Revenue Operation* ~

Component: Ctorttabl* Gcmhg Dlvtrion
Spcreor. Rep. V<u»y
Requeetor. H(STA)_____________________________________________COMPONENT 3EBLAL NO. 1883

ExpeodBuree/Beve; mo*
OPCRATTNO EXFiNDmjRES
PERSONAL SERVICES 
TRAVR
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPUS
EQLRPMBMT
LAND & STRUCTURES
G R A N T S ,  C L A IM S
MtSCBlANEOUS
TOTAL OPE2ATTNC

CAPffAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( )

FUND SOURCE  (Thouscnds of Doilora)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match 
IOC-4 G f
1005 GF/Progrcm Receipts 
1037 GF/Mootcd Hectth 
Other
TOTAL 0.0 QD 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY97) cost $ OO

FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TB4PORARY

ANALYSTS: CAftoch a  separate page It necessary)

This b i  wC change  the definition of ‘poSticd organization.' However, this change wiB not have a  fiscal Impact 
on Charitable Gaming DMsion.

Denris R. PaahardJBcw= * .  C W a  Phono: 466-2279
Charitable Gan-fig EM siw  {J /  Dcto: 2 - 2 1  -< 7 7

'//hen  L C ^ o r \ ^ z m i -  ... .

Prepared by:

D t v t f o n :
Approved by Commbsonor 
Agency: Revenue

PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DtSTRBUDON COPIES TO GOVERNOR'S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE
Fcr further cJstTtxrtlcn r/ormcrlton ca* the Governor's legiiicttvo Office

COM M IT TE E  COPY Page 1 o f I
2/21/97 9:58 AM



STATE OF ALASKA Publish Date:_2/26/97_
1997 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
Revision D a te  _______________________________________________________Dept. Affected______________ Office o f the Governor
Title Amend definition of Political Party BRU Elective Operations_________________

____________________________Component Elections____________________________
Sponso r Representative Vezey___________________________________ _____________________________________
R equeste r House Stale Affairs_____________________________________ Component Serial No. 021

r  2
FISCAL NOTE b« Version: HB 112

Exponditures/Revenues__________   (Thousands of Dollars)
OPERA T IN G  EXPENDITURES FY 98 FY 99 FY 00 FY 01 FY 02 FY 03
Pe rsona l Serv ices
Travel
Contractual 59 .6 10.0 10.0 10.0
Supplies
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants & C laim s
M isce llaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 59.6 10.0 10.0 10.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPEND ITURES j
CHANGE IN REVENUES [ ) |
FUND SO U R C E (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 F ed e ra l Receipts
1003 G F Match
1004 GF 59.6 1 0 .0 1 0 .0 1 0 .0
1005 G F/P rog ram  Receipts
1037 GF/M ental Heallh
Other

TOTAL 59.6 10.0 10.0 10.0 0.0 0.0

Estim ate  o f  any cu rren t year (FY97) cost: none
PO S IT IO N S
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary
A N A LYS IS : (Atlacfi a separate page if n&cessary)

There are approximately 230.000 voters who have not aligned themselves with a political party, registering as Non­
partisan. Undeclared, or Other (N.U.O voters), The passage of this legislation would require that the division of 
elections start tracking and reporting all political party selections.

This change will require substantial reprogramming of the VREMS election registration system. The cost of 
reprogramming and increased mainframe time are estimated at $38.0. Assuming that roughly 10% of the current 
N.U.O voters. would change their registration to indicate a party affiliation results in the printing and mailing of 23,000 
voter id cards at a cost of $ 10.1. New voter registration cards and training materials will be designed and printed at an 
estimated cost of S11.5.

The costs estimated in this fiscal note assume that the division of elections would not be responsible for notifying 
N.U. and O voters of the change in law. If the division was expected to notify voters of the change, the fiscal note 
would increase dramatically.

P rep a red  by Dana LaTour ACI7 6 3 Q-CL/7 a  Phone 465-5347
Division Division of Elections ^a,e_______2/24197____________
Approved by Co Lt. Governor Fran U l D a t e  2/24/97
> G G M H I T T E E ~ U 6 P Y  Office o f the Lieutenant Governor__________________

PREPARER TO PROVIOE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR'S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE



STATE OF ALASKA
1997 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

F I S C A L  N O T E BILL NO: HB 112

Revision Dale: _____________________________________Dopl. Affected: Revenue____________
Title: AMEND DEFINITION OF •POLITICAL PARTY*________ BRU: Revenue Operations
________________________________________________ Component: Charitable Gaming Division
Sponsor: Rep. Vezey_____________________________  ___________________
Requestor: H (STA)_______________________________ COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 1883

Expenditures/Revenues:________________________________(Thousonds of Dollars)
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY98 FY 99 FY00 FY01 FY02 FY03
PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS. CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 U.O 0.0 0.0 0.0 n.o

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( )

FUND SOURCE (Thouscnds o( Dollars)
1C02 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health 
Other
TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY97) cost S 

POSITIONS:

0.0

FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page It necessary)

This bill will change the definition of 'political organization.' However, this change will not have a fiscal impact 
on Charitable Gaming Division.

Propared by: Dennis R. Poshard̂ Jrfircrh _̂, Phone: 465-2279

Division: Charitable Gcrryng Divisirjf fi (  /  Dato: 2 - 2 1 - * 7
Approved by Commissioner: Wilson L. Condon \

ItTXaVm u m I Dato:

Agency: Revenue
PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR'S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE

For further distribution information coll the Governor's Legislative Office
Page I of 1

2/21/97 9:58 AM



Revision Date Dept. Affected Office o f the Governor
Title Amend definition o f Political Party_______________________BRU Elective Operations_________________

Component Elections____________
Sponsor Representative Vezey__________________________________ ___________________________________________________
Requester House State Affairs_____________________________________ Component Serial No. #21

' FISCAL NOTE
STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. HB 112 |
1997 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Expenditures/Revenues____________________________(Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 98 FY 99 F Y 0 0 FY 01 FY 02 FY 03
Personal Services
Travel
Contractual 59 .6 10.0 10.0 10.0
Supplies
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 59.6 10.0 10.0 10.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES
CHANGE IN REVENUES [ ]
FUND SOURCE (Thousands o f Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF 59.6 10.0 10.0 10.0
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other

TOTAL 59.6 10.0 10.0 10.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate o f any cu rren t yea r (FY97) cost: 
POSITIONS

none

Full-time
Part-time
Temporary
ANALYSIS: (A ttach  a s e p a ra te  p a g e  i f  n e c e s s a ry )

There are approximately 230,000 voters who have not aligned themselves with a political party, registering as Non­
partisan, Undeclared, or Other (N.U.O voters). The passage of this legislation would require that the division of 
elections start tracking and reporting all political party selections.

This change will require substantial reprogramming of the VREMS election registration system. The cost of 
reprogramming and increased mainframe time are estimated at $38.0. Assuming that roughly 10% of the current 
N,U,0 voters, would change their registration to indicate a party affiliation results in the printing and mailing of 23,000 
voter id cards at a cost of $10.1. New voter registration cards and training materials will be designed and printed at an 
estimated cost of $11.5.

The costs estimated in this fiscal note assume that the division of elections would not be responsible for notifying 
N,U, and O voters of the change in law. If the division was expected to notify voters of the change, the fiscal note 
would increase dramatically.

M cL q Q-slPrepared by 
Division
Approved by Co
Agency

Dana LaTour // A Phone
Dale

465-5347
Division of Elections______________________________________________

Lt. Governor Fran U lm e r^ /^ ^ * <̂ ^ /' ^ - ^ r'•f '*^'^/^ ' , Dale 
Office of the Lieutenant Governor

2/24/97
2/24/97
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T h e  R e p u b l i c a n  P a r t y  o f  A l a s k a

April 17, 1897 

Senator Bert Sharp 
Senate Finance Committee 
VIA FAX 465-2070 

RE: CSHB 112 Fin

Folks,

On b e h a lf o f th e R epub lic a n Pa rty o f A la s ka I w o u ld like to m ake a s ta tem en t in fa v o r ojr 
CSHB 112 Fin. Th is b ill w h ich a ffec ts po litica l parties in A la s ka Is an exce llen t b roaden ing o f ba llp t 
access o p tio n s fo r p o lit ic a l pa rtie s . A s th e cu rre n t law now s tands , a n A la s ka n po lit ic a l pa rty te 
fo rced to run a gube rna to ria l cand ida te every fou r yea is to re ta in Its ba llo t access. Th is b ill provide is 
an a lte rna tive m e thod fo r parties to re ta in th e ir ba llo t access m ere ly by hav ing su ffic ien t pa rty mer i -  
be rs reg is te red w ith the State o f A laska . Such an op tion w ill have a sa lu to ry e ffec t on A la ska poll ;l- 
ca l pa rty o rg a n iz a tio n s in tha t it w ill be a tru e Inducem en t fo r them  to engage in vo te r re g is tra tii m 
drives. It w ill a lso the re b y inc rease vo te r pa rtic ipa tion w h ich is a founda tio n o f o u r po litica l system .

As a spec ific exam p le , th is b ill wou ld g ive the R epub lican Party o f A laska the ab ility to avond 
runn ing a cand ida te fo r gove rno r wh ile concen tra ting on leg is la tive races. I m igh t no te tha t wh ile tfjie 
RPA has had som e success o f la te in House and Sena te races , w e have no t e le c te d a R epub lican 
g o ve rn o r in n e a r ly 2 0 yea rs an d in 1990, the R epub lic a n ca n d id a te cam e In th ird .

O th e r sm a lle r pa rtie s m ay a ls o find tha t a s tra teg y o f fo c u s in g on le g is la tiv e ra ce s Is m o te 
p ro d u c tiv e th a n be in g tied d ire c tly to the g o ve rn o r ’s ra ce fo r b a llo t a cce s s .T h is p ro p o se d legis ­
la tion w ou ld a llow  such a stra tegy th rough vo te r reg istra tion . It Is de fin ite ly In the bes t In te res ts o f i ill 
A la s ka n s to  en co u ra g e g re a te r vo te r pa rtic ip a tio n and enh a n ce A la s ka n s ' F irs t Am endm en t 
“ fre edom  o f a s so c ia t io n rig h ts ".

S ince re ly ,

P e te r S. H a llg ren , C hw r 
R epub lica n Pa rty o f A la s ka

Headquarter©; tOOl Wesl Flreweud Lane • Anenorago, A K  W 3 0 3  * (007; 276-4407 - Fax 276-0425
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B a l l o t  A c c e s s  N e w s

g y n n i c * 1* ^ o X 'y

Richard Winger, Editor 
P.O. Box470296 

San Francisco, CA 94147 
(415) 922-9779 

FAX (415) 441-4268 
e-mail: ban@igc.apc.org

APR 1 7 1997

M a r c h  13, 1997

Hon-,—tfoh'ir bav ins ■ 
fax 90T-4iib-3-5±9-
De a r  K p r e s e n t a t i v e  D a v i e s :

T h a n k s  for y o u r  fax. I a m  s y m p a t h e t i c  t o  y o u r  p o i n t ,  b u t  
I d o u b t  a c o u r t  w o u l d  h o l d  t h e  p r o p o s a l  u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l .
T h e r e  is n o t  a s i n g l e  f e d e r a l  c o u r t  h o l d i n g ,  s t r i k i n g  down 
the r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  a p a r t y  t p  m a i n t a i n  i t s e l f  o n  the ballot.
Even the A l a b a m a  law, w h i c h  r q y i r e s  a p a r t y  to p o l l  20% of 
the v o t e  for a s t a t e w i d e  o f f i c e ,  w a s  u p h e l d .  L a s t  y e a r  the 
N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  law, w h i c h  r e q u i r e s  a p a r t y  to p o l l  10% for 
P r e s i d e n t  or G o v e r n o r ,  w a s  uphfeld. T h e  p r o b l e m  i s  t h a t  in 1971 
the U.S. S u p r e m e  C o u r t  in J e n n e s s  v  Fo- . s o n , 403 US 471, s e emed 
to think it w a s  O K  t h a t  G e o r g i a l r e q u i r e d  a v o t e  of 20% for 
p r e s i d e n t  (in t h e  e n t i r e  US!) o r  f o r  G o v e r n o r ,  to be a "party".

It is t r u e  the A l a s k a  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  thr e w  o u t  t h e  old 10% vo t e  
t e s t  to b e  a p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  in V o q l e r  v M i l l e r  in 1983, b u t  
t h e y  spec: f i c a l l y  s t a t e d  t h e y  w e r e  u s i n g  t h e  A l a s k a  C o n s t i t u t i o n  
to d o  it. 660 P 2d 1192.

Also, the 5th c i r c u i t  u p h e l d  L o u i s i a n a  law, w h i c h  says t h a t  a 
p a r t y  is s o m e t h i n g  chat e i t h e r  h a s  5% r e g i s t r a t i o n ,  or w h i c h  
p o l l e d  5% for p r e s i d e n t .  D a r t  v B r o w n , 717 F 2d 1491 (1983).

M a y b e  y o u  c o u l d  g e t  the b i l l  a m e n d e d  in t h e  S e n a t e  to a 1% 
r e g i s t r a t i o n  test. Y o u  c o u l d  p o i n t  out t h a t  the l a s t  third p a r t y  
to e l e c t  a US S e n a t o r ,  t h e  C o n s e r v a t i v e  P a r t y  of N e w  Yo r k  (which 
e l e c t e d  J a m e s  B u c k l e y  in 1970; h e  d e f e a t e d  the R e p u b l i c a n  n o m i n e e  
a n d  the D e m o c r a t i c  n o m i n e e )  o n l y  h a d  r e g i s t r a t i o n  of a b o u t  1% at 
the time. T h i r d  p a r t i e s  f r e q u e n t l y  po l l  b i g  v o t e s  e v e n  w h e n  they 

h a v e  t i n y  r e g i s t r a t i o n .

I ' m  a l s o  f a x i n g  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  a p a r t y  to r e m a i n  on, b o  
you c a n  sec t h a t  g e n e r a l l y ,  w h e n  t h e r e  is a r e g i s t r a t i o n  a l t e r n a t i v e ,  
it's 1% or lower, s o m e t i m e s  m u c h  lower. I s e n t  the Ba m e  i n f o r m a t i o n  
to Mr. S y k e s  a n d  a l s o  a n  A l a s k a  l e g i s l a t i v e  a n a l y s t  w h o  a 6 k e d  for it.

I f  the b i l l  p a s s e s  at 3% r e g i s t r a t i o n ,  c o u l d n ' t  t h e  A l a s k a  
D e m o c r a t i c  P a r t y  h e l p  o u t  t h e  G r e e n  Party, by e n c o u r a g i n g  a c e r t a i n  
p e r c e n t a g e  of D e m o c r a t s  to r e - r e g i s t e r  " G r e e n " ?  T h e r e ' s  n o t h i n g  
u n e t h i c a l  a b o u t  that, it s e e m s  to me, g i v e n  the o b v i o u s  a t t e m p t  
of the R e p u b l i c a n  m a j o r i t y  to s k e w  the 1998 g u b e r n a t o r i a l  election.
I h o p e  t h e  G o v e r n o r  d o e s n ' t  v e t o  t h e  b i l l  b e c a u s e ,  a f t e r  all, it 
d o c s  g i v e  p a r t i e s  2 m e t h o d s  to r e m a i n  on t h e  b a l l o t ,  a n d  2 m e t h o d s  
is b e t t e r  t h a n  one. A l s o  m a y b e  :the big n e w s p a p e r s  w o u l d  e d i t o r i a l i z e  
t h a t  the b i l l  o u g h t  to b e  a m e n d e d  to a r e g i s t r a t i o n  t e s t  of 1%.

mailto:ban@igc.apc.org


Testimony submitted to Senate Finance on HB 112 on April 18,1997
Donna Gilbert
2223 S. Cushman Street
Fairbanks, AK 99701

My name is Donna Gilbert and I have been registered voter in Alaska for 35 
years.

First of all, I would like to thank the Senate Finance Committee for the 
opportunity to testify in support of the House Finance Committee Substitute for 
House Bill 112.

The last time Alaskans were represented by a governor who won by a majority 
vote was in 1970 when Bill Egan was elected with 52.4 percent of the votes.

Since that time, we have had governors elected with as little as 38.9 percent of 
the vote. Our current governor won with a landslide of 41.1%. That hardly 
allows for the majority of Alaskans to be represented on the third floor.

I commend Rep. Vezey for speaking up for silent majority in Alaska and 
providing a method for political parties to have a choice as to whether or not they 
want to run candidates in a statewide election.

Political parties are organizations that supply three kinds of services:

1 . helping members of the collective influence legislation
that reflects the party’s philosophy

2 . helping people get bills passed

3. helping political candidates get elected

Existing state law requires a political party to recruit a candidate for governor to 
qualify itself as a political party every four years.

Current law places an unnecessaiy financial burden on small political parties 
and forces them to expend energies on gubernatorial races when they would 
rather focus their energy and financial resources on influencing legislation and 
helping political candidates other than statewide candidates get elected.

HB 112 provides that a political party could simply have a number of registered 
voters equal to 3% of the votes cast in the last gubernatorial race to qualify as a 
political party.



I d o  n o t th in k  a 3%  re q u ire m e n t is to o  rig id . I k n o w  th e re  h a v e  b e e n  se v e ra l 
a t te m p ts  b y o p p o n e n ts  o f th is  b ill to am e n d th e  le g is la t io n  a n d  a llo w  fo r th e  3%  
re q u ire m e n t to  be re d u c e d  to  1% . If s u c h an a m e n dm e n t w a s a d o p te d , e v e ry  
s p e c ia l in te re s t p re s s u re  g ro u p  in A la s k a  w o u ld  b e c om e a p o lit ic a l p a r ty .

I d o n 't k n o w  h ow  a n y o n e  c o u ld  o b je c t to  m a k in g  it e a s ie r fo r a g ro u p  o f p e o p le  to 
o rg a n iz e  a s a p o lit ic a l p a r ty . I e n c o u ra g e  yo u to p a s s th is  b ill a n d a llo w  
A la s k a n s  to  v o te  fo r th e  m a n n o t th e  p a r ty  in o u r n e x t g u b e rn a to r ia l e le c t io n .
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B  D e m o c ra ts  c a ll 
V e ze y 's  le g is la tio n  
p u re  p o lit ic s
By JEANINEPOHL SMITH
TXC J i m i A U  E X H A E

Alaskans haven’t elected a 
governor by a majority vote 
since 1970, and a bill passed by 
the House today could remedy 
that, according to sponsor Rep.- 
A1 Vezey.

Democrats are calling the 
North Pole Republican’s bill 
pure politics that could hurt 
Gov. Tony Knowles’ chances of 
re-election.

House Bill 112 changes the 
definition of political parties in 
state law so small parties could 
maintain their status in the 1998 
gubernatorial election without a 
candidate for governor.Vezey .said-today he jne£ely _
wanted to give parties more 
flexibility, allowing them to 
stay current without having to 
go through the extra effort of 
running a gubernatorial candi­
date.

L i m i t s . . .
C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  P a g e  1

the stale Division o f Elections, 
213,404 votes were cast in the 
1994 general election, with 3 
percent equaling 6,402 votes.

Rep. Eric Croft said the 
measure, if passed, could help a 
Republican candidate for gover­
nor in the next race. That's be­
cause an AIP candidate 
wouldn’t be there to split the 
conservative vote with a Repub­
lican, but a Green candidate 
running against Knowles could 
divide the liberal vote.

«**wuouiC |/(UdCU 6lmlZ,
with Juneau Democratic Rep. 
Kim Elton voting against it. Ju­
neau Republican Rep. Bill Hud­
son was absent during the vote.

I f  passed, a political party 
would qualify as such i f it nom­
inated a candidate for governor 
who received at least 3 percent 
of the votes cast for governor in 
the preceding election. It would 
also qualify if the party has reg­
istered voters in the state equal 
to at least 3 percent of the votes 
cast for governor in the preced­
ing election.

Under current law, the only 
way a political group qualifies 
as a party is if it nominated a 
candidate for governor who re­
ceived at least 3 percent of the 
votes cast for governor in the 
previous election.

Democrats argue the change 
could let the Alaskan Indepen­
dence Party skip the 1998 guber­
natorial election, but force the 
Green Party of Alaska to run a 
candidate to keep its party stat­
us.

That's because the Green 
Party ’s 3,000 registered voters 
are below the 3 percent require­
ment, while the Alaskan Inde­
pendence Party’s about 16,000 
registered voters are more than 
the requirement. According to 

P l e a s e  s e e  Lim its, Pago 8

"It's playing politics with 
our election laws," said Croft, 
an Anchorage Democrat. " I get 
the sense that anything that has 
the potential to hurt Tony 
Knowles is a priority in this 
Legislature."

While Knowles, who won the 
199-1 election by a tiny margin, 
hasn’t declared his intentions, 
many in the Capitol expect him 
to run for a second term.

"Rep. Vezey’s legislation is 
pure politics, plain and simple, 
aimed at influencing the next 
election," said Bob King, the 
governor’s spokesman, in de­

claring the governor's opposi­
tion to the measure.

The AIP supports Vezey’s 
bill, and former Lt. Gov. Jack 
Coghill, die party’s chairman, 
told the House Finance Commit­
tee earlier this month that the 
group probably wouldn't run a 
candidate in the 1998 election. .

Vezey said he was aware his 
proposal would be controver­
sial. but his main goal was to 
give parties an ailernalive to 
running a candidate for gover­
nor. • v •

" I think it's very, reason­able," he said.



I,

1 9 7 0  G U B E R N A T O R I A L  E L E C T I O N  R E S U L T S

Candidates Party Total Votes % of Vote

Anderson/Merill (AIP) 1,206 1.5%
Egan/Boucher (D) 42,309 52.4%
Sheffield/McAlpine (R) 37,264 46.1%
Write-ins •  •

Totals 80,779 100.0%

" Write-in information was not kept in ‘70 or '74.

1 9 7 4  G U B E R N A T O R I A L  E L E C T I O N  R E S U L T S

Candidates Party Total Votes % of Vote

Egan/Boucher (D) 45,381 47.4%
Hammond/Thomas (R) 45,602 47.6%
Vogler/Peppler (AIP) 4,740 5.0%
Write-ins * •

Totals 95,723 100.0%

** Write-in information was not kept in '70 or ‘74.

1 9 7 8  G U B E R N A T O R I A L  E L E C T I O N  R E S  U L T S

Candidates Party Total Votes % of Vote

Croft/Hurley (D) 25,656 20.2%
Hammond/Miller (R) 49,580 39.1%
Kelly/Poland (A) 15,656 12.3%
Wright/Vogler (I) 2,463 1.9%
Write-in Hickcl* 33,555 26.4%

Totals 126,910 100.0%

• Primary race close - Hickel had a ballot sticker for his write-in campaign.

Prepared for Distribution by Rep. Al Vezey, February. 1997



1 9 8 2  G U B E R N A T O R I A L  E L E C T I O N  R E S U L T S

Candidates Party Total Votes % of Vote

Fink/Colleta (R) 72,291 37.1%
Randolph/Thompson (L) 29,067 14.9%
Sherfield/McAlpine (D) 89,918 46.1%
Vogler/Roberts (Al) 3,235 1.7%
Write-ins 374 0.2%

Totals 194,885 100.0%

1 9 8 6  G U B E R N A T O R I A L  E L E C T I O N  R E S U L T S

Candidates Party Total Votes % of Vote

Cov/per/McAlpine (D) 89,943 48.7%
O'Brannon/Barnes (L) 1,050 0.6%
Sturgulewski/Miller (R) 76,515 41.5%
Vogler/Rowe (Al) 10,013 5.4%
Write-in Hickel 4,958 2.7%
Write-in Hoch 107 0.1%
Write-in Misc. 1,969 1.1%

Totals 184,555 100.0%

□

1 9 9 0  G U B E R N A T O R I A L  FI F C T I O N  R E S U L T S

Candidates Party Total Votes % of Vote

Hickel/Coghill (Al) 75,721 38.9%
Knowles/Hensley (D) 60,201 30.9%
O'Callaghan/Darby (TPP) 942 0.5%
Sturgulewski/Campbell (R) 50,991 26.2%
Sykes/Crumb (GPA) 6,563 3.4%
Write-ins 332 0.2%

Totals 194,750 100.0%

Prepared for Distribution by Rep. Al Vezey, February, 1997
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ii o n -r— tr-obrrr-D a v  i.'c s • 
f a x 907--4-65-3-51-9-

Dear R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  D a v i e s :

T h a n k s  for y o u r  fax. I a m  s y m p a t h e t i c  t o  y o u r  p o i n t ,  b u t  
I d o u b t  a c o u r t  w o u l d  h o l d  t h e  p r o p o s a l  u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l .
T h e r e  is n o t  a s i n g l e  f e d e r a l  c o u r t  h o l d i n g ,  s t r i k i n g  d o w n  
the r e q u i r e m e n t s  for a p a r t y  t o  m a i n t a i n  i t s e l f  o n  the b a l l o t .
Even the A l a b a m a  law, w h i c h  r q p i r e s  a p a r t y  to p o l l  20% of 
the v o t e  for a s t a t e w i d e  officfe, w a s  u p h e l d .  L a s t  y e a r  the 
N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  law, w h i c h  r e q u i r e s  a p a r t y  to p o l l  10% for 
P r e s i d e n t  o r  G o v e r n o r ,  w a s  u p h e l d .  T h e  p r o b l e m  is t h a t  in 1971 
the U.S. S u p r e m e  C o u r t  i n  J e n n e s s  v  F o r t s o n , 403 US 471, s e e m e d  
to think it w a s  O K  t h a t  Georgial r e q u i r e d  a v o t e  of 20% for 
p r e s i d e n t  (in t h e  e n t i r e  US!) or for G o v e r n o r ,  to be a "party".

It is t r u e  the A l a s k a  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  t h r e w  o u t  t h e  o l d  10% v o t e  
te s t  to be a p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  in V o q l e r  v  M i l l e r  in 1983, b u t  
they s p e c i f i c a l l y  s t a t e d  t h e y  w e r e  u s i n g  t h e  A l a s k a  C o n s t i t u t i o n  

to d o  it. 6G0 P 2d 1192.

Also, the 5 t h  c i r c u i t  u p h e l d  L o u i s i a n a  law, w h i c h  s a y s  t h a t  a
p a r t y  is s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  e i t h e r  h a s  5% r e g i s t r a t i o n ,  or w h i c h
p o l l e d  5% for p r e s i d e n t .  D a r t  v Brown, 717 F 2d 1491 (1983).

M a y b e  y o u  c o u l d  g e t  the b i i l  a m e n d e d  in t h e  S e n a t e  to a 1% 
r e g i s t r a t i o n  test. Y o u  c o u l d  p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  t h e  l a s t  thi r d  p a r t y  
to e l e c t  a US S e n a t o r ,  t h e  C o n s e r v a t i v e  P a r t y  of N e w  Yo r k  (which 
e l e c t e d  J a m e s  B u c k l e y  in 1970? h e  d e f e a t e d  the R e p u b l i c a n  n o m i n e e  
a n d  the D e m o c r a t i c  n o m i n e e )  o n l y  h a d  r e g i s t r a t i o n  of a b o u t  1% at 
the time. T h i r d  p a r t i e s  f r e q u e n t l y  po l l  b i g  v o t e s  e v e n  w h e n  t h e y  

ha v e  t i n y  r e g i s t r a t i o n .

I'm a l s o  f a x i n g  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  for a p a r t y  to r e m a i n  on, so 
you c a n  s e c  t h a t  g e n e r a l l y ,  w h e n  t h e r e  is a r e g i s t r a t i o n  a l t e r n a t i v e ,  
it's 1% or l o wer, s o m e t i m e s  m u c h  lower. I s e n t  t h e  s a m e  i n f o r m a t i o n  
to Mr. S y k e s  a n d  a l s o  a n  A l a s k a  l e g i s l a t i v e  a n a l y s t  w h o  a s k e d  for it.

I f  the b i l l  p a s s e s  at 3% r e g i s t r a t i o n ,  c o u l d n ' t  t h e  A l a s k a
D e m o c r a t i c  P a r t y  h e l p  o u t  the G r e e n  P a rty, by e n c o u r a g i n g  a c e r t a i n  
p e r c e n t a g e  of D e m o c r a t s  to r c - r e g i s t e r  " G r e e n " ?  T h e r e ' s  n o t h i n g  
u n e t h i c a l  a b o u t  that, it s e e m s  to me, g i v e n  the o b v i o u s  a t t e m p t  
of the R e p u b l i c a n  m a j o r i t y  to s k e w  the 1990 g u b e r n a t o r i a l  e l e c t i o n .
I h o p e  t h e  G o v e r n o r  d o e s n ' t  v e t o  t h e  b i l l  b e c a u s e ,  a f t e r  all, it 
d o c s  g i v e  p a r t i e s  2 m e t h o d s  to r e m a i n  on t h e  b a llot, a n d  2 m e t h o d s  
is b e t t e r  t h a n  one. A l s o  m a y b e  t h e  big n e w s p a p e r s  w o u l d  e d i t o r i a l i z e  
that the b i l l  o u g h t  to b e  a m e n d e d  to a r e g i s t r a t i o n  t e s t  of 1%.
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R E G I S T R A T I O N  R E Q U I R E M E N T S  F O R  R E T E N T I O N  O F  " P O L I T I C A L  PARTY"

S T A T U S  IN W E S T E R N  S T A T E S :  e l e c t i o n  c o d e  c i t a t ion

1. A r i z o n a  2 / 3 r d s  of 1% 16-801
2. C a l i f o r n i a  o n c - f i f t c c n t h  of 1% 5100
3. C o l o r a d o  1 , 0 0 0  (works o u t  to .05%) H o u s e  Bill 1168
4. N e v a d a  1% 293.066, 293.1 7 1 5 . 2 ( b )
5. Oregon o n e - t w e n t i e t h  of 1% 2 4 9 . 7 3 2
6. N e w  M e x i c o  o n e - t h i r d  of 1% 1-1-9

H a w a i i ,  W a s h i n g t o n ,  Idaho, M o n t a n a ,  U t a h  d o  n o t  p r o v i d e  for any 
v o t e r  to r e g i s t e r  into a n y  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  on v o t e r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  
forms. T h e r e  is no d a t a  in t h e s e  s t a t e s  as to h o w  m a n y  r e g i s t e r e d  
v o t e r s  e a c h  p a r t y  has. The c o n c e p t  d o e s n ' t  exist.

In A l a s k a  a n d  Wyo m i n g ,  the l e g a l  s t a t u s  of a p a r t y  is b a s e d  
e n t i r e l y  on its vote; its r e g i s t r a t i o n  tot a l  is i r r e l evant.

S o m e  of the r e q u i r e m e n t s  a b o v e  a r e  a l t e r n a t i v e s  to a p a r t y ' s  
g e t t i n g  e n o u g h  votes; o t h e r s  are in a d d i t i o n  to a p a r t y  g e t t i n g  

a p a r t i c u l a r  vote.

The b i l l  in C o l o r a d o  h a s  p a s s e d  the H o u s e  and is e x p e c t e d  to 

p a s s  the S e n a t e  this m o n t h .

mailto:ban@igc.apc.org
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ILLINOIS LOSS
O o  M a rc h  7 .  i h c  7 th  c i r c u i t  u p h e l d  
I N in o i i  c le c u ' o o  la w  w h ic h  r e q u i r e s  
p e t i t i o n s  s ig u c d  b y  5 %  o f  th e  lo s t  
v o te  c a s t ,  fo r  m i t to r  p a r ty  c a n d id a te s  
f o r  d i s t r i c t  o f f ic e . U b e r t a r ic u i  P a r t y  
o f  I l l i n o i s  v  R e d n o u r ,  9 6 - 1 5 6 1 .

T h e  p a r ly  h a d  a r g u e d  th a t  s i n c e  i t  is  
q u a l i f ie d  fo r  s ta te w id e  o f f ic e ,  i t  i t  i r ­
r a t io n a l  to  r e q u i r e  i t  to  s u b m i t  s u c h  
o n e r o u s  p e t i t io n s  f o r  i t s  c a n d id a t e s  
f o r  d i s t r i c t  o f f i c e .  T h e  c o u r t  r e ­
s p o n d e d  to  th i s  a r g u m e n t  b y  b e l i t ­
t l in g  th e  p a r ty ’s e le c to r a l  s h o w in g  in  
t h e  1 9 9 4  e le c tio o . M u s t  w a s  m a d e  o f  
th e  f a c t  tb n t  th e  p a r ty  h a d  o n ly  p o l le d  
1 .6 %  f o r  G o v e r n o r  ( i f  th e  p a r ty  h a d  
p o l l e d  5 %  f o r  G o v e r n o r ,  i t  w o u ld  
h a v e  b e e n  c o n s id e re d  q u a l i f ie d  fo r  a ll 
o f f ic e ,  n o t  ju s t  s ta te w id e  o f f ic e ) .

T h e  p a r ty  a ls o  a rgued  t h a t  th e  1 9 9 5  
U .S . S u p re m e  C o u r t  d e c i s i o n  U .S .  
T e rm  U m l l s  v  T h o r n t o n  m e a n t  t h a t  
I l l i n o i s  c o u ld  n o t  r e q u i r e  5 %  p e t i ­
t io n s  f o r  th e  p a r ty ’s  c a n d id a te s  f o r  th e  
U .S . H o u s e . T h e  7 th  c i r c u i t  r e f u s e d  
to  a c k n o w le d g e  th a t  th e  T e rm  L im it s  
m i r  c h a n g e d  th e  o ld  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  
w h e th e r  s t a i d  c a n  a d d  to  th e  q u a l i f i ­
c a t i o n s  l i s t e d  i n  t h e  U . S .  
C o n s t i tu t io n  fo r  C o n g re s s .

P r io r  t o  th e  1 9 9 5  d e d u 'o n .  t m -  
m o n  u n d e r s ta n d in g  (a s  c x p i  in  
n u m e r o u s  I o w c t  c o u r t  o p im  w a s  
th a t  th e  s ta te s  c o u ld  n o t  p ic v  a n y ­
o n e  f ro m  b e in g  e le c te d  to  C o u g T C ss, 
iT b e  o r  s h e  m e t  th e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  
l i s t e d  in  th e  U .S .  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  
H o w e v e r ,  s ta te s  c o u ld  m a k e  i t  d i f f i ­
c u l t  f o r  c e r ta in  d o s s e s  o f  c a n d id a te  to  
r u n  f o r  C o n g r e s s ,  b y  k e e p in g  th e m  
o f f  th e  b a llo t  a n d  fo rc in g  th e m  to  ru n  
a s  w r ite - in  c a n d id a te s .

T h e  U .S .  S u p re m e  C o u r t  w e n t  f u r ­
th e r ;  i t  s a id  th a t  s t a te s  c a n n o t  e v e n  
d is c r im in a te  a g a in s t  a n y  d a t a  o f  c a n ­
d id a te s  fo r  C o n g re s s . C o n s e q u e n t ly ,  
i t  s t r u c k  d o w n  th e  A r k a n s a s  te r m  
l i m i t s  la w ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  th n t  l a w  
p e r m i t t e d  o n y o n c  to  b e  e l e c t e d  t o  
C o n g r e s s ,  v ia  w r i te - in s .

I l l i n o i s  d o e s  d i s c r im in a te  a g a in s t  a  
c ln s s  o f  c a u d id n tc s  f o r  C o n g r e s s ,  
n a m e ly ,  th e  c la s s  o f  c a n d id a te s  w h o  
a r e  n o m in a te d  b y  a  q u a l i f i e d  p a r ty  
w h ic h  d i d  n o t  p o ll  o s  m u c h  a s  5 %  o f  
t h e  g u b e rn a to r ia l  v o te . T h e  7 ih  c i r ­
c u i t  d id  n o t  e v e n  d is c u s s  th i s  p o in t .

T h e  7 th  c i r c u i t  a l s o  f a i l e d  e v e n  to  
m e n t io n  th e  p a r ty 's  t h i r d  a rg u m e n t ,  
w h ic h  i s  t h a t  s i n c e  l . l i n o i r  o n ly  r e ­
q u i r e s  5 .0 0 0  s i g n a tu r e s  f o r  m in o r  
p a r ty  c a n d id a te s  f o r  U .S . H o u s e  in  
d e c u 'o n  y e a r s  h e ld  a f te r  r e a p p o r tio n -  
m e a l ,  th e r e  c a n ’t b o  a n y  v a l id  s t a te  
in te r e s t  in  r e q u i r in g  a lm o s t  tw ic e  a i  
m a n y  s i g n a tu r e s  i n  o t h e r  e le c t io n  
y e a r s .  S in c e  b o th  th e  U .S . D is t r i c t  
C o u r t  a n d  t h e  7 th  c i r c u i t  f a i le d  e v e n  
to  m e n t io n  th i s  i s s u e ,  a n y  m in o r  
p a r ty  is  s t i l l  f r e e  to  f ile  a  n e w  la w s u i t  
s t r ic t ly  o n  th i s  i s s u e ,  s in c e  t h e  is s u e  
h a s  n o t  b e e n  a d ju d ic a te d .  H o w e v e r , 
to  h a v e  s t a n d in g ,  t h e  m in o r  p a r ty  
w o u ld  n e e d  to  c o l le c t  a t  le a s t  5 ,0 0 0  
v a l id  s ig n a tu r e s  fo r  o n e  o f  i t s  U .S .  
H o u se  c an d id a te s .

T h e  o p in io n  w a s  w r i t te n  b y  J u d g e  
M ic h a d  K a n n c .  a  R e a g a n  a p p o in te e ,  
a n d  s ig n e d  b y  J u d g e  K e n n e th  R ip p le ,  
a  R e a g a n  a p p o r o t e c .  a n d  W a l t e r  
C u m m in g s ,  a  J o h n s o n  a p p o i n t e e .  
N o  a p p e a l is  p la n n e d .

HIGH COURT TO HEAR 
LOUISIANA APPEAL

O n  M a r c h  1 7  t h e  U .S .  S u p r e m e  
C o u r t  a g r e e d  to  h e a r  L o u is ia n a 's  a p ­
p e a l  in  F o s t e r  v  L o v e .  n o . 9 6 - 6 7 0 ,  
o v e r  w h e th e r  L o u is ia n a  is  b r e a k in g  
f e d e ra l  la w  b y  L o ld in g  I ts  c o n g r e s ­
s io n a l  e le c d o n s  in  S e p te m b e r  in s te a d  
o f  N o v e m b e r . T h e  lo w e r  c o u r t  h ad  
ru le d  a g a in s t  th e  s ta te .

OTHER LAWSUIT NEWS
1. A r i z o n a : O n  M a rc h  2 8 ,  U .S . 

D i s t r i c t  C o u r t  J u d g e  W i l l i a m  D . 
B r o w n in g ,  a  R e a g a n  a p p o in te e ,  ru le d  
t h a t  t h e  G r c e u  P a r ty 's  c h a l l e n g e  to  
A r iz o n a  in d e p e n d e n t  c a n d id a te  p ro c e ­
d u re s  h a s  m e r i t ,  a n d  d e n ie d  th o  s ta te 's  
m o t io n  t o  d i s m i i s .  C a m p b e l l  v 
H u l l ,  c v 9 6 -4 4 4 .  A tr ia l  w il l  b e  h e ld ,  
u n le s s  th e  le g is la tu r e  a m e n d s  th e  l a w .  
A riz o n a 's  in d e p e n d e n t c a n d id a te  d e a d ­
l i n e  is  in  J u n e . F o r  p r e s id e n t ,  (h is  is  
th e  th i rd  e a r l ie s t  d e a d l in e  in  th e  n a ­
t io n ,  a f te r  T e x a s  a n d  M a in e .

2 .  A r k a n s a s : O n  A p r il  16 . th e  8 lh  

c i r c u i t  w il l  h e a r  A rk a n s a s ' a p p e a l  in  
C it iz e n s  to  E s t a b li s h  a  R e fo rm  P a r t y  
v  P r i e s t ,  n o . 9 6 - 3 2 3 8 .  T h e  lo w e r  
c o u r t  h a d  ru le d  th a t  th e  J a n u a ry  p e t i ­
t io n  d e a d l in e  f o r  n e w  p a r t ie s  i s  t o o  
e a r ly ,  a n d  th e  3 %  p e t i t i o n  r e q u i r e ­
m e n t is  lo o  d if f ic u l t .

3 .  H o n d a ' th e  S o c ia l is t  W o rk e rs  a n d  

G re e n  P a r t ie s  a r e  a p p e a lin g  th e i r  lo s s  
in  S W P  v  L e a h y ,  t h e  c a s e  o v e r  th e  
law th a t  u n q u a l i f ie d  p a r tie s  m u s t  p o s t  
t . b o n d  in  o r d e r  t o  r e g is te r  th e ir  p a r ly  
n a m e . F lo r id a  s a y s  i t  w o n 't  e n fo rc e  
th e  la w , s o  th e  lo w e r  c o u r t  r e fu s e d  to  
d e c la r e  i t  u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l ,  b u t  th e  
p a r t ie s  w a n t  a  ju d i c i a l  d e c is io n  th a t  
th e  la w  i s  v o i d

4 .  I o w a - -ire 8 th  c ir c u i t  h ad  s c h e d u le d  

a n  A p r il  15  h e a r in g  in  M a rc u s  v  Io w a  
P u b l i c  7 V , o v e r  w h e th e r  a  T V  
s t a t i o n  o w n e d  b y  th e  s ta te  c o u ld  
s p o n s o r  a  c o n g r e s s io n a l  c a n d i d a t e  
d e b a te  a n d  re fu s e  to  in v ite  th e  N a tu ra l 
L a w  P a r ty  c a n d id a te  to  p a r t ic ip a te . 
H o w e v e r ,  th e  h e a r in g  w a s  p o s tp o n e d  
in d e f in i t e ly ,  s in c e  th e  U S .  S u p re m e  
C o u r t  a g r e e d  to  h e a r  a  s o m e w h a t  
s im i la r  c a s e . T h e  N a tu ra l  L aw  P a r ty  
h a s  a s k e d  th e  8 th  c ir c u i t  to  r e c o n s id e r  
th e  p o s tp o n e m e n t.

5 . V i r g in ia : th e  4 th  c ir c u it  w ill h o ld  

a  h e a r in g  o a  M a y  8  in  W o o d  v 
B r o w n .  9 6 - 1 3 3 2 .  t h e  c a s e  o v e r  
V ir g in ia 's  J u n e  p e t i t io n  d e a d l in e  f o r  
n o n - p r e s id e n t io ]  m in o r  p a r ty  a n d  
in d e p e n d e n t  c a n d id a te s .  T h e  lo w e r  
c o u r t  h a d  s tru c k  d o w n  ilk; dead line .

ODD ALASKA BILL
O n  M a rc h  2 6 ,  t h e  A la s k a  H o u s e  
p a s s e d  H B  1 1 2 , w h ic h  m a k e s  i t  
s o m e w h a t  e a s ie r  f o r  a q u a lif ie d  p a r ty  
to  r e m a in  o n  th e  b a l lo t .  T h e  v o te  
w a s  21 • 12 . w i th  D e m o c ra ts  o p p o se d .

C u r r e n t  la w  d e f in e s  "p a rty *  to  b e  a  
g ro u p  w h ic h  p o lle d  a l  le a s t 3 %  o f  th e  
v o te  f o r  G o v e rn o r .  T h e  b ill  a d d s  a n  
a l t e r n a t i v e ,  th a t  a  p a r ty  i s  a l s o  
q u a l i f ie d  i f  i t  fcas r e g i s t r a t io n  o f  a t 
le a s t  1 0 .0 0 0  m e m b e rs .

T h e  b i l l  h a s  p a r t i s a n  m o t iv a t io n s .  
T h e re  a r c  tw o  q u a l i f ie d  m in o r  p a r t ie s  
in  A la sk a : A la s k a  In d e p e n d e n c e , a n d  
G re e n . T h e  A la s k a  1994  g u b e r n a to ­
r ia l  v o t e  w a s  v e r y  c l o r e  T h e  
R e p u b lic a n s  w o u ld  l ik e  to  e n t ic e  th e  
A la s k a  In d e p e n d e n c e  P a r ty  to  a b s ta in  
f ro m  (h e  1 9 9 8  g u b e r n a to r ia l  r a c e ,  
s in c e  th e y  b e l ie v e  th n t  m o s t  v o te r s  
w h o  v o te  fo r  th a t  p a r ty ,  w o u ld  v o te  
R c p u h lic a n  i f  th e  A I P  b a d  n o  c a n d i ­
d a te .  S in c e  th e  A I P  h a s  o v e r  1 0 .0 0 0  
m e m b e r s ,  th e  b i l l  p ro v id e s  a m e a n s  
t o  k e e p  th e  A I P  o u  th e  b a l lo t  a f t e r  
1 9 9 8 , e v e n  i f  i t  s k ip s  th e  g u b e r n a to ­
r ia l  r a c e  (G re e n s  o n ly  h a v e  3 ,0 0 0 ) .

Ballot Aecx-,7 N,-w,. Ba 470296. S*n Francisco €A 9-4 H7.ULf l  222-777?



r-Kijn
r . logo

TVr-r-mhrrr 1 2 . 1 9 9 6
t i a n o t  f t c e w  lnuw*

A la s k a

__T

D c r a ,

7 0 .0 0 8

R e p .

1 0 1 5 0 9

1996 REGISTRATION TOTALS
i n d o . & M i s c ,  U S  l a *  M a m  l i M  

2 2 4 .0 8 0  ?  7  7

Gnxa
3 ,0 3 4

N a t L a w  

7

m b s

1 6 ,1 8 6

9 1 1 .0 2 4 1 .0 1 2 .2 8 2 2 9 5 ,4 9 9 7 5 4 2 1 8 ,4 1 8 7 7

C a li f . 7 3 8 7 , 5 0 4 5 . 7 0 4 5 3 6 1 .8 3 6 .8 4 6 2 9 0 .1 7 2 1 0 8 3 8 1 7 7 .6 7 5 9 5 ,0 9 0 8 4 ,6 6 5 7 7 3 1 6

C o lo ra d o 7 1 9 ,0 8 2 8 2 4 ,2 2 2 7 3 9 .1 3 0 7 7 2 ,4 2 0 5 0 1 7 148

C o n n . 6 5 6 .7 3 7 4 5 5 5 5 5 6 5 2 .4 4 8 1 2 7 7 7 0 2 ,0 1 7 7 1 ,4 8 8

D d  a w a re 1 7 7 .7 2 8 1 4 8 ,8 0 6 9 ) 3 9 5 2 1 6 2 9 9 5 6 6 1 0 431 1 5 7

D t.  C o l . 2 8 2 .4 .5 4 2 5 ,4 6 3 4 8 3 7 1 7 7 7 7 7 5 ,1 3 1

F lo r id a 3 .7 2 8 .5 1 3 3 3 0 9 , 1 0 5 9 2 8 .4 9 2 7 9 1 5 5 7 5 ,5 0 9 7 3 1 1 1 9 1 0 3 ,7 7 2

Io w a 5 7 5 3 6 0 6 0 3 .0 6 8 5 6 3 3 3 0 - - - - - -

K a n s a s 4 2 3 5 9 5 6 5 0 5 6 6 3 5 1 .4 9 2 9 3 6 9 ,8 2 9 - - **

K e n lc k y 1 .4 7 5 ,8 0 2 7 4 6 ,1 7 4 1 7 4 .1 1 0 7 7 7 ? 7 - -

L o u ia ’n n 1 . 6 5 4 3 8 8 5 3 6 .1 4 7 3 4 8 .7 0 5 7 7 7 7 7

M a ir .c 2 9 8 .2 0 4 2 7 1 5 6 5 3 3 8 ,6 3 1 7 2 3 ,4 7 4 7 2 ,5 8 0 ? - -

M a ry la n d 1 5 1 8 .2 4 8 7 7 5 3 9 6 2 8 9 3 7 1 2 5 4 4 2 5 3 ,7 8 5 7 9 8 - -
M o s s . 1 3 1 9 .7 5 3 4 7 6 5 8 1 1 .6 5 1 .0 5 0 7 7 8 ,1 5 7 1 8 9 4 9 1 5 8 8

N e b ra sk a 3 8 4 .6 6 7 5 0 2 ,0 3 0 1 2 7 3 9 4 7 4 2 3 4 5 7

N ev ad a 3 2 5 .4 5 0 3 2 9 .6 6 1 1 0 5 ,8 5 4 1 2 ,9 2 3 3 5 3 ,8 3 3 9 3 6 9

N . I J a m p . 2 0 6 3 7 3 2 7 6 ,1 2 9 2 2 7 ,6 2 7 7 7 3 .2 0 7 ? 7

N . J e r s e y 1 .0 9 9 .7 2 2 8 6 6 .8 7 3 2 3 5 4 .2 7 1

N . M c x . 4 5 7 .6 7 8 2 8 1 .8 9 5 9 2 3 8 0 7 7 1 ,4 0 7 5 .8 4 1 ?
N . Y o rk 4 ,7 3 8 .2 5 4 2 . 9 9 6 5 1 1 2 .0 5 2 .0 2 1 4 5 .7 7 2 7 0 .1 1 4 2 5 7 ,4 8 4

N o . C a r . 2 3 4 6 , 5 5 2 1 .4 5 6 5 9 9 5 1 1 .4 7 .6 3 1 1 2 5 8 5 7 0
O k la . 1 . 1 6 9 5 2 6 6 9 0 .6 1 1 1 1 8 .6 1 0 1 2 9 141

O re g o n 7 8 8 .0 0 1 7 0 1 ,9 0 1 3 9 0 3 4 2 8 4 4 0 1 0 .1 0 2 J .5 2 9 4 1 ,0 7 4
P e n n s y J . 3 3 3 4 . 7 7 7 2 ,9 0 9 ,1 4 3 5 3 7 .1 9 5 2 5 9 4 2 .0 9 3 1 4 .4 3 5 ? 7 . •
S o . D a k . 1 8 4 .2 6 2 7*1.932 5 1 .1 2 1 7 7 6 5 6 7 7 . .
W . V a . 6 1 6 3 0 7 2 8 8 .1 9 9 6 6 3 3 9 7 7 7 7 7 • •
W y o . 7 4 ,6 7 3 1 4 0 .4 3 8 2 5 3 7 9 7 7 181 ? ' 4 0 . • •

T O T A L  3 6 .9 2 4 .6 4 2 2 7 3 0 5 3 9 7 1 5 ,1 9 5 .0 3 5 3 5 2 5 4 5 2 0 8 .9 1 0 1 6 3 2 JO 1 1 1 3 4 2 8 5 8 5 3 4 6 4 ,2 4 4

P E U C l iN T 4 5 .6 9  ' 3 3 .7 9 1 8 .8 0 .4 4 .2 6 .2 0 .1 4 .11 5 7

T h e  p a n i c s  in  t h e  * 'O lh c r"  c o lu m n  u rc : A la s k a  I n d e p e n d e n c e  in  M a s k s ;  P e a c e  a n d  F re e d o m  i n  C a l l f o r a in ;  P o p u J J s i  i u  
C o lo r a d o  3 9 .  C o n c e rn e d  D 't i r e m  in  C o lo r a d o  1 0 9 ; A  C o n n e c t ic u t  P a r ty  i n  C o n n e c t ic u t  1 .4 1 4 . I n d q ie n d c n c e  i n  C o n n e c t ic u t  
7 4 ;  A  D e la w a r e  P a r ty  i n  D e la w a re ;  S ta te h o o d  in  D .C . 4 .3 8 1 ,  U n io ja  i n  D .C . 7 5 0 ;  th e s e  p a r l i e s  i n  F lo r id a :  I n d e p e n d e n t  
1 0 1 ,1 3 8 ,  C o n s e r v a t iv e  1 ,1 5 9 .  I n d e p e n d e n c e  1 ,1 4 8 , A m e r ic a n  1 8 3 , S o c ia l i s t  W o rk e r*  1 0 7 , R e fo r m -S i l ly  3 7 ;  th e s e  p a r t ie s  i n  

M a s s a c h u s e t t s :  I n te rd e p e n d e n t  1 ,3 1 9 ,  S o c ia l i s t  1 4 9 , C o n s e r v a t iv e  8 1 ,  P ro h ib i t io n  1 4 , o th c re  2 5 ;  th e s e  p a r t ie s  i n  N e w  Y o rk :  
C o n s c r ’s t i v e  1 5 9 ,4 9 9 , L ib e ra l  9 0 5 0 5 ,  F re e d o m  7 .4 8 0 ;  S o c ia l i s t  in  O re g o n .

A ll d a t a  i s  f o r  O c to b e r  o r  N o v e m b e r  1 9 9 6 , e x c e p t  M n in c  d a ta ,  w h ic h  i s  f o r  J u n e  1 9 9 6 . N o v e m b e r  199G  d a ta  f o r  M a in e  w ill  
b e  r e p o r te d  i n  t h e  n e x t  is s u e .

S ta te s  n o t  m e n t io n e d  a b o v e  d o  n o t  p r o v id e  f o r  v o : e n  t o  r e g is te r  i n t o  p a r l i e s ,  w u c n  th e y  r e g i s te r  to  v o te . R h o d e  I s la n d  r e g i s ­
t r a t io n  f u n n s  u k  th e  v o te r  t o  c h o o s e  a  p a r ty ,  b u t  th e  s ta te  d o e r  n o t  k e e p  tr a c k  o f  h o w  m a n y  p e o p le  j o i n  a n y  p a r ty .

A  d n a h  m e a n s  t h a t  t h e  v o te r s  a r c  n o t  p e r m i t te d  t o  a g i s t e r  i n t o  a  p a r t i c u la r  p a r ty ,  s in c e  th e  p a r t ic u la r  p a r ty  i s  n o t ,  o r  w a r  n o t ,  
q u a l i f ie d  in  t l ia t  s ta te ,  a n d  th e  s ta le  w o n ’t le t  p e o p le  r e g i s te r  in to  u n q u a l i f ie d  p a r t ie s .  A  q u e s t io n  m a rk  m e a n s  tliRf th e  s ta te  h a s  
n o t  t a b u la te d  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  r e g is t r a n ts  i n  a  p a r t i c u la r  p a r ty .

I g j g k J g a  h g o  w e r e :  IX -ru. 3 4 .5 8 6 ,6 7 6  ( 4 7 .1 3 % ) ,  R e p .  2 4 ,6 1 8 ,0 9 2  ( 3 3 .5 5 % ) ,  J n d p .  &  m is c .  1 3 3 6 3 ,8 0 3  

( 1 8 .2 1 % ) .  U .S . T a x p a y e r*  2 4 6 .9 5 1  ( -3 4 % ), L ib e r ta r i a n  1 0 9 .0 0 1  ( .1 5 % ) ,  O rc c n  8 9 ,5 6 6  ( .1 2 % ) .  P a tr io t  4 1 .1 8 7  ( .0 6 % )  o th e r  
p n r t ic s  3 2 8 3 3 3  ( .4 5 % ) .

T o t a | 1?_ f p ^ r _ y c q n _ f i g f  w e r e :  D c m , 3 5 .6 1 6 .6 3 0  ( 4 7 .7 6 % ) .  R e p .  2 4 . 5 9 0 3 8 3  ( 3 2 .9 7 % ) ,  J n d p .  &  r n ls c .  1 3 .6 1 7 ,1 6 7  

( 1 8 .2 6 % ) ,  U .S .T a x p n y c r s 2 4 7 ,9 9 5  ( .3 3 % ) . G r e e n  1 0 2 .5 5 7  ( .1 4 % ) .  l i b e r t a r i a n  1 0 0 3 9 4  ( .1 3 % ) .  o th e r  p a r t ie s  3 0 6 .6 7 3  ( .4 1 % ) .

B allot Accc;s News. B* 470296. San Ivanasco CA 94147 (415 ) 922-9779 5



HOUSE  STATE AFFA IRS STAND ING  CO M M IT T E E
February 25, 1997

8:05 a.m.

MEMBERS PRESENT

Representative Jeannette James, Chair 
Representative Ethan Berkowitz 
Representative Fred Dyson 
Representative Kim Elton 
Representative Mark Hodgins 
Representative Ivan Ivan 
Repitentative Al Vezey

MEMBERS ABSENT

All members present.

COMMITTEE CALENDAR

GAIL FENUMIAI, Election Coordinator
Central Office
Division of Elections
Office of the Lieutenant Governor
P.O. Box 110017
Juneau, Alaska 99811-0017
Telephone: (907) 465-5347
POSITION STATEMENT: Provided testimony on HB 112.

KEN JACOBUS, Legal Counsel 
Republican Party of Alaska 
425 "J" Street, Suite 920 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 
Telephone: (907)
POSITION STATEMENT: Provided testimony on HB 112.

ACTION NARRATIVE

TAPE 97-19, SIDE A 
Number 0001

The House State Affairs Standing Committee was called to order by 
Chair Jeannette James at 8:05 a.m. Members present at the call to 
order were Representatives James, Berkowitz, Dyson, Elton, Hodgins,



and Ivan. Member absent was Vezey.

HB 112 - AMEND DEFINITION OF "POLITICAL PARTY"

The next order of business to come before the House State Affairs Standing Committee 
was PIB 112, "An Act amending the definition of'political party' except as the definition 
of the term applies to the regulation of contributions and expenditures in state and 
municipal election campaigns, an amendment that also has the effect of changing the 
definition of 'political organization1 as applied to the regulation of games of chance and 
contests of skill."

CHAIR JAMES called on Representative Al Vezey, sponsor of HB 11?, to present the 
bill.

Number 0755

REPRESENTATIVE AL VEZEY explained that HB 112 was an endeavor to change the 
nature of the general election for statewide offices. Currently, the system included a 
primary election and then "I would characterize this thing-a lottery-that followed that." 
There had been candidates elected to statewide offices, most notably to governor, that had 
received as little as 36 percent of the votes. It had been a long time since anyone received 
more than 42 percent of the votes. One of the reasons was because current election law 
encouraged groups of people who wanted to call themselves a political party to run a 
candidate for governor. "That is our measurement of how we establish a political party 
for most of Alaska Statutes." House Bill 112 would change that by creating another 
option to establish a political party. It did not take away the right of people to get 
together and run a candidate for governor and qualify as a political party, but rather the 
bill provided an alternative for groups to be recognized as a party. He explained that the 
figure 10,000 was equivalent to approximately 3 percent of the votes, in the last general 
election. In addition, the party did not have to run a candidate for governor to retain its 
qualification, and it was hopeful that if the bill became law as many as three parties 
would no longer feel a need to throw a candidate into the general election.

Number 0934

REPRESENTATIVE IVAN asked Representative Vezey if this would allow the 
undeclared or undecided voters to form a political party?

Number 0951

REPRESENTATIVE VEZEY replied, "Not declaring a party affiliation under this bill 
would not classify those people as a member of a political party." However, if they 
wished to create a party called "undeclared" or "independent" and they got 10,000



registered voters then it would become a political party. There would still be on the voter 
registration card a category, by default, called "undeclared."

Number 1041

JAMES BALDWIN, Assistant Attorney General, Governmental Affairs Section, Civil 
Division, Department of Law, explained that the definition of a "political party" involved 
substantial litigation in the past, particularly over the 3 percent requirement. He cited the 
Vogler case where the threshold was reduced from 10 percent to o 3 percent. It was 
possible to add another threshold, but he believed the legislature should create a record to 
justify liie 10,000 registered voter requirement. "It just isn’t something that, I think, that 
can be done arbitrarily and successfully defended." There needed to be a compelling 
interest on the part of the state to impose such a limitation, and it needed to be the least 
restrictive. He did not know how the sponsor arrived at the 10,000 figure, but until that 
was put into a record, there wasn't much to defend.

MR. BALDWIN further stated there was the issue of political affiliation disclosure. He 
cited a federal case, NAACP v. Button where it was found that there was a strong First 
Amendment right to keep one's political affiliation private. In addition, the largest 
percentage of the registered voters in Alaska were non-partisan or no-party. He assumed 
that was because Alaskans did not like to disclose their party affiliation publicly. 
Therefore, one unintended result would be to require a disclosure of one’s party affiliation 
in order to qualify for the second prong of the proposed definition.

MR. BALDWIN further stated, in its current form, the department did not support the 
bill.

Number 1250

CHAIR JAMES asked Mr. Baldwin if he had any suggestion0? If the bill said 
"registered voters or 3 percent of the last election," for example, what would that do? It 
still made a person disclose his or her party affiliation. What if a person did not have to 
do disclose it every time, for example?

Number 12S0

MR. BALDWIN replied there was a problem tracking political affiliation. Voter 
registrations were open and available to the public. They were a valuable tool to the 
political parties and to campaigns. "One option that could he considered would be some 
limited way of making this information confidential perhaps to the administration that's 
making that determination as to whether or not they met the basic threshold." 
Consequently, the political parties would not have access to the information that they 
valued.

Number 1358



GAIL FENUMIAI, Election Coordinator, Central Office, Division of Elections, Office of 
the Lieutenant Governor, stated the division believed that this new definition of a political 
party would be an additional expense and be administratively burdensome. Presently, the 
division tracked party affiliation of only the recognized parties. She cited: Democrat, 
Republican, Alaskan Independence, Green, Undeclared, Non-Partisan, and Other. The 
voter registration system was not set up to handle a wide variety of other political party 
affiliations that somebody could put down if they checked the "other" category. At 
present, they were all lumped together into this category. She reiterated this bill would 
cause some problems for the division.

Number 1429

REPRESENTATIVE HODGINS asked Ms. Fenumiai if she saw any advantages of the 
bill if the logistics were in place?

Number 1438

MS. FENUMIAI replied she could not see any other advantage other than creating 
another avenue for a group of people to become a political party.

Number 1458

KEN JACOBUS, Legal Counsel, Republican Party of Alaska, was the first person to 
testify via teleconference in Anchorage. He supported HB 112. He called it a good idea 
and it should be passed. A small political party should not have to undertake the 
expensive gubernatorial campaign each election to retain its status. He agreed with Mr. 
James Baldwin that a legislative record was needed.

MR. JACOBUS further stated that the parties would oppose any confidentiality of the 
records. He referred the committee members to a memorandum dated January 29, 1997, 
from Mr. Jack chenoweth, Legislative Counsel, and stated consideration should be given 
to making a uniform definition of a "political party" throughout the Alaska Statutes. 
There were two definitions now, and if the bill was enacted there would be three. 
Moreover, the Republican Party of Alaska had a problem with the issue of defining a 
political party for the purpose of campaign financing. The legislature should consider 
input from all of the political parties to ensure that the parties did not have any problems.

Number 1571

CHAIR JAMES asked Mr. Jacobus if he would comment on the issue of the 
constitutionality of the bill addressed earlier by Mr. James Baldwin?

Number 1580



MR. JACOBUS replied the NAACP v. Button case dealt with disclosure of the 
membership records of the NAACP which was a different issue. "I don't think you're 
really going to run into a problem because a political party will have two ways now in 
order to exercise its right to political affiliation." He cited the 3 percent route and the 
10,000 route. The 10,000 route was a free choice because registered voters needed to be 
obtained. "I don't see that it's a big problem, myself."

Number 1648

CHAIR JAMES called for a motion to move the bill out of the committee.

Number 1650

REPRESENTATIVE DYSON moved that HB 112 move from the committee with the 
attached fiscal note(s) and individual recommendations. There was no objection, HB 112 
was so moved from the House State Affairs Standing Committee.

ADJOURNMENT

Number 1670

CHAIR JAMES adjourned the House State Affairs Standing Committee meeting at 9:53 
a.m.
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The FINANCE Committee considered: HB 112

HOUSE BILL NO. 112 ' AMEND DEFINITION OF “POLITICAL PARTY”

“An Act amending the definition of ‘political party’ except as the definition of the term applies to the regulation of 
contributions and expenditures in state and municipal election campaigns, an amendment that also has the effect of 
changing the definition of ‘political[ organization^ as appiied to the regulation of games of chance and contests of skill.”

H O U S E  C O M M I T T E E  R E P O R T

(ii)

recommends it be replaced ^ ~ HThe same titlewith the following committee substitute L -T )  j ______  [ ] a new title

[ ] additional referral to _____________________ Committee
[ 1 attached amendment^)

ADOPTS:____________________________Letter of Intent

ATTACHES NEW FISCAL NOTE(s): (Dep0 APPROVES PREVIOUS:

f ] fiscal n o t e ( s )  \  ( f t  fiscal note(s) (S n O  / 1 S T -_______
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HOUSE F INANCE COMMITTEE
M a rch  10, 1997

1:44 P .M .

T A P E H F C 9 7 - 5 2 , S i d e 1/ # 0 0 0 - end.
T A P E H F C 9 7 - 5 2 , S i d e 2, # 0 0 0 - end.
T A P E H F C 9 7 - 5 3 , S i d e 1, # 0 0 0 - end.
T A P E H F C 9 7 - 5 3 , S i d e 2, # 0 0 0 - # 2 8 9 .

C A L L  T O  O R D E R

C o - C h a i r  T h e r r i a u l t  c a l l e d  t h e  H o u s e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  m e e t i n g  t o  

o r d e r  a t  1 : 4 4  p. m .

P R E S E N T

C o - C h a i r  H a n l e y  
C o - C h a i r  T h e r r i a u l t  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  D a v i e s  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  D a v i s  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  F o s t e r  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G r u s s e n d o r f

A L S O  P R E S E N T

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Al V e z e y ;  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  C o n  B u n d e ;  N a n c y  B u e h l ,  
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n ;  J o h n  Cy r ,  N a t i o n a l  E d u c a t i o n  A s s o c i a t i o n  - 

A l a s k a ;  G a i l  F e n u m i a i ,  D i v i s i o n  of E l e c t i o n s ;  O f f i c e  of t h e
L i e u t e n a n t  G o v e r n o r ;  J i m  B a l d w i n ,  A s s i s t a n t  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l ,  
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L a w ;  J i m  S y k e s ,  G r e e n  P a r t y ,  A n c h o r a g e ;  K e v i n  

M o r f o r d ,  G r e e n  P a r t y ,  A n c h o r a g e ;  J a c k  C o g h i l l ,  C h a i r ,  A l a s k a
I n d e p e n d e n t  P a r t y  (AIP ) ;  S c o t t  K o h l h a a s ,  A l a s k a  L i b e r t a r i a n  P a r t y ;

S U M M A R Y

H E  112 " A n  A c t  a m e n d i n g  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  ' p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y '
e x c e p t  as t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  of t h e  t e r m  a p p l i e s  t o  t h e  
r e g u l a t i o n  o f  c o n t r i b u t i o n : :  a n d  e x p e n d i t u r e s  i n  s t a t e  a n d  
m u n i c i p a l  e l e c t i o n  c a m p a i g n s ,  a n  a m e n d m e n t  t h a t  a l s o  h a s  
t h e  e f f e c t  o f  c h a n g i n g  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  ' p o l i t i c a l  
o r g a n i z a t i o n '  as a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n  o f  g a m e s  of 
c h a n c e  a n d  c o n t e s t s  o f  s k i l l , "

H B  112 w a s  r e p o r t e d  o u t  o f  C o m m i t t e e  w i t h  a " d o  p a s s "  

r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  a n d  w i t h  a f i s c a l  i m p a c t  n o t e  b y  t h e  
O f f i c e  o f  t h e  L i e u t e n a n t  G o v e r n o r ,  d a t e d  2 / 2 6 / 9 7 ;  a n d  
w i t h  a z e r o  f i s c a l  n o t e  b y  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  R e v e n u e ,  
d a t e d  2 / 2 6 / 9 7 .

H B  145 " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  to c e r t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t e a c h e r s . "

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  K e l l y  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  K o h r i n g  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M a r t i n  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M o s e s  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M u l d e r
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HB 145 was HELD i n  C o m m it t e e  f o r  f u r t h e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .

H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 112

" A n  A c t  a m e n d i n g  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  ' p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y '  e x c e p t
a s  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  t h e  t e r m  a p p l i e s  t o  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n  of
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  a n d  e x p e n d i t u r e s  i n  s t a t e  a n d  m u n i c i p a l  e l e c t i o n  
c a m p a i g n s ,  a n  a m e n d m e n t  t h a t  a l s o  h a s  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  c h a n g i n g  
t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  ' p o l i t i c a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n '  as a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  
r e g u l a t i o n  o f  g a m e s  o f  c h a n c e  a n d  c o n t e s t s  o f  s k i l l . "

R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  A L  V E Z E Y ,  S P O N S O R ,  t e s t i f i e d  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  H B  112. 
H e  m a i n t a i n e d  t h a t  H B  112 w o u l d  b r i n g  o r d e r  t o  t h e  c h a o s  i n  t h e  
e l e c t o r a l  p r o c e s s . H e  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  m u s t  r u n  a 
c a n d i d a t e  f o r  G o v e r n o r  a n d  r e c e i v e  3 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  v o t e  c a s t  i n  

t h a t  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  r e t a i n  t h e i r  l e g a l  s t a t u s .  H e  
o b s e r v e d  t h a t  t h i r d  p a r t i e s  a r e  g r o w i n g .  H e  n o t e d  t h e  l a s t  t i m e  

a G o v e r n o r  w a s  l a s t  e l e c t e d  w i t h  a m a j o r i t y  v o t e  w a s  i n  1 9 7 0 .  H e  
e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  w o u l d  p r o v i d e  a m e c h a n i s m  f o r  a 
p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  t o  r e t a i n  i t s  s t a t u s  w i t h o u t  r u n n i n g  a c a n d i d a t e  
f o r  G o v e r n o r  e v e r y  f o u r  y e a r s .  H e  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  
h a v e  s p e c i a l  s t a t u s  u n d e r  t h e  A l a s k a  P u b l i c  O f f i c e s  C o m m i s s i o n
( A P O C ) . P o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  a r e  a b l e  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  c h a r i t a b l e
g a m i n g  a c t i v i t i e s .  P o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  m u s t  f i l e  A P O C  r e p o r t s .

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  V e z e y  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  1 0 , 0 0 0  r e p r e s e n t  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  

3 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  r e g i s t e r e d  v o t e r s .  T h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  a l l o w s  a p a r t y  
t h a t  h a s  1 0 , 0 0 0  r e g i s t e r e d  v o t e r s  t o  r e t a i n  p a r t y  s t a t u s  u n d e r  

A l a s k a  s t a t u t e s  w i t h o u t  r u n n i n g  a c a n d i d a t e  f o r  g o v e r n o r .

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  D a v i e s  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  a n d  D e m o c r a t i c  

p a r t i e s  w o u l d  n o t  b e  a f f e c t e d .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  A l a s k a  
I n d e p e n d e n t  P a r t y  (AIP) h a s  m o r e  t h a n  t h e  r e q u i r e d  1 0 , 0 0 0  

r e g i s t e r e d  v o t e r s .

C o - C h a i r  T h e r r i a u l t  n o t e d  s t a t i s t i c s  f o r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p a r t i e s :  

♦ D e m o c r a t s  - 7 1 , 0 0 0 ;

♦ R e p u b l i c a n s  - 1 0 4 , 0 0 0 ;

♦ A l a s k a  I n d e p e n d e n t  P a r t y  - 1 6 , 0 0 0 ;  a n d  

♦ G r e e n  P a r t y  - 3 , 0 0 0 .

F a p r e s e n t a t i v e  D a v i e s  s u m m a r i z e d  t h a t  t h e  A I P  p a r t y  w o u l d  n o t  h a v e  

t o  r u n  a c a n d i d a t e ,  w h i l e  t h e  G r e e n  P a r t y  w o u l d  h a v e  t o  r u n  a 
c a n d i d a t e  f o r  g o v e r n o r  i n  t h e  n e x t  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n .
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  V e z e y  e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  w o u l d  b e  a c o n c e n t r a t e d  

r e g i s t r a t i o n  d r i v e  if t h e  . l e g i s l a t i o n  w e r e  p a s s e d .
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R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G r u s s e n d o r f  a s k e d  if t h e  S p o n s o r  c o n s i d e r e d  
r e q u i r i n g  t h e  g u b e r n a t o r i a l  c a n d i d a t e  t o  r e c e i v e  m o r e  t h a n  45 
p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  v o t e .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  V e z e y  c l a r i f i e d  t h a t  h i s  
i n t e n t  is t o  l e s s e n  t h e  n e e d  f o r  a r u n o f f  e l e c t i o n  a n d  a l l o w  s m a l l  
p a r t i e s  t o  r e t a i n  t h e i r  s t a t u s  if t h e y  d o  n o t  r u n  a c a n d i d a t e .

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G r u s s e n d o r f  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  m a n y  s m a l l e r  p a r t i e s  
a r e  t r y i n g  t o  i n f l u e n c e  e l e c t i o n  i s s u e s  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  c a n d i d a t e s .  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  V e z e y  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  s m a l l e r  p a r t i e s  w o u l d  n o t  b e  
p r e c l u d e d  f r o m  r u n n i n g  a c a n d i d a t e .

J I M  B A L D W I N ,  A S S I S T A N T  A T T O R N E Y  G E N E R A L ,  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  L A W  o b s e r v e d  
t h e  n e e d  t o  d o c u m e n t  t h e  i n t e r e s t  t h a t  is b e i n g  s e r v e d  b y  t h e  
l e g i s l a t i o n .  H e  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  is a l i m i t a t i o n  o n  
t h e  r i g h t  o f  p o l i t i c a l  a s s o c i a t i o n .  H e  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  C o u r t  r u l e d  
i n  V o q l e r  v e r s u s  M i l l e r , t h a t  t h e  S t a t e  m u s t  h a v e  a c o m p e l l i n g  
g o v e r n m e n t a l  i n t e r e s t  t o  p l a c e  l i m i t a t i o n s  o n  p o l i t i c a l  r e c o g n i t i o n  
f o r  p u r p o s e s  o f  a d m i s s i o n  to t h e  p r i m a r y  e l e c t i o n  b a l l o t .  H e  
s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  c a n n o t  b e  d e f e n d e d  o n  t h e  p r e m i s e  
t h a t  a n  e l e c t i o n  o f  a g u b e r n a t o r i a l  c a n d i d a t e  b y  a m a j o r i t y  v o t e  
is p a r a m o u n t .  H e  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  u n d e r  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h e  G r e e n  
P a r t y  w o u l d  n o t  b e  a r e c o g n i z e d  p a r t y  a n d  t h e  A I P  w o u l d  b e  a 

r e c o g n i z e d  p a r t y .

Mr. B a l d w i n  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  m o s t  s t a t e s  r e q u i r e  t h a t  a p o l i t i c a l  
p a r t y  m e e t  a p e r c e n t a g e  o f  t h o s e  t h a t  v o t e d  i n  t h e  l a s t  p r i m a r y  
e l e c t i o n .  O n c e  a p a r t y  is r e c o g n i z e d  t h e y  a r e  i n c l u d e d  o n  t h e  
b a l l o t  w i t h o u t  p e t i t i o n .  H e  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  i n  o r d e r  t o  m e e t  t h e  
r e g i s t r a t i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t  i n d i v i d u a l s  m u s t  d i s c l o s e  t h e i r  p a r t y  
a f f i l i a t i o n  b e f o r e  t h e  p a r t y  c a n  a c h i e v e  r e c o g n i z e d  p a r t y  s t a t u s .  
R e g i s t e r e d  v o t e r s  d o  n o t  h a v e  t o  d i s c l o s e  t h e i r  p a r t y  a f f i l i a t i o n .  
T h i s  r e q u i r e m e n t  c o u l d  b e  s e e n  as a c o m p u l s o r y  d i s c l o s u r e  o f  
p o l i t i c a l  a f f i l i a t i o n .  H e  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e s e  k i n d s  o f  l i m i t a t i o n  a r e  
u p h e l d  o n l y  w h e n  t h e r e  is n o t h i n g  l e s s  i n t r u s i v e  t o  s e r v e  t h i s  
i n t e r e s t .  H e  a c k n o w l e d g e d  t h a t  a n  a t t o r n e y  o f  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  P a r t y  

h a s  c h a l l e n g e d  h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .

C o - C h a i r  T h e r r i a u l t  n o t e d  t h a c  v o t e r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  w o u l d  n o t  b e  t h e  

o n l y  r o u t e  t o  o b t a i n  r e c o g n i t i o n  as a p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y .

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  K e l l y  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  if t h e  G r e e n  P a r t y  g e t s  3 
p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  v o t e  in a g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  f o r  g o v e r n o r  t h e y  w o u l d  

r e t a i n  t h e i r  s t a t u s .

C o - C h a i r  T h e r r i a u l t  e m p h a s i z e d  t h a t  n o  r i g h t s  a r e  b e i n g  t a k e n  a w a y .

C o - C h a i r  H a n l e y  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  C o u r t  r u l e d  in V o q l e r  v e r s u s  M i l l e r  

t h a t  t h e  s t a n d a r d  w a s  t o o  h i g h .  H e  a s k e d  if 3 p e r c e n t  is a 
d e f e n d a b l e  a m o u n t .  Mr. B a l d w i n  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  C o u r t  i n d i c a t e d  

t h a t  3 p e r c e n t  w o u l d  b e  a c c e p t a b l e .
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G A I L  F E N U M I A I ,  D I V I S I O N  O F  E L E C T I O N ,  O F F I C E  O F  T H E  L I E U T E N A N T  
G O V E R N O R  n o t e d  t h a t  2 1 3 , 4 0 4  v o t e s  w e r e  c a s t  i n  t h e  l e s t  g e n e r a l  
e l e c t i o n .  T h r e e  p e r c e n t  o f  t h o s e  t h a t  v o t e d  is 6 4 0 2 .  C o - C h a i r  
H a n l e y  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  1 0 , 0 0 0  r e q u i r e m e n t  is h i g h e r  t h a n  3 p e r c e n t .

M r .  B a l d w i n  n o t e d  t h a t  1 0 , 0 0 0  is a n  a r b i t r a r y  n u m b e r .  H e  
e m p h a s i z e d  t h a t  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  h a v e  s o m e  r a t i o n a l e  
t o  d e f e n d  t h e  n u m b e r .  C o - C h a i r  H a n l e y  s p o k e  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  s e t t i n g  
t h e  l i m i t  a t  3 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  p r e v i o u s  e l e c t i o n .

In r e s p o n s e  t o  a q u e s t i o n  b y  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G r u s s e n d o r f ,  M s .  
F e n u m i a i  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  4 2 0 , 0 0 0  r e g i s t e r e d  v o t e r s  i n  t h e  
S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G r u s s e n d o r f  e x p r e s s e d  c o n c e r n  t h a t  

a f i x e d  n u m b e r  w o u l d  n o t  g r o w  w i t h  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n .

C o - C h a i r  T h e r r i a u l t  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  G r e e n  P a r t y  h a d  3 , 0 8 8  r e g i s t e r e d  
v o t e r s .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G r u s s e n d o r f  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  
g r a n d f a t h e r  i n  a l l  t h e  m a j o r  r e c o g n i z e d  p a r t i e s  i n  t h e  S t a t e .  C o -  

C h a i r  T h e r r i a u l t  n o t e d  t h a t  3 , 0 8 8  is l e s s  t h a n  1 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  

r e g i s t e r e d  v o t e r s  i n  t h e  S t a t e .

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M a r t i n  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  h a s  a h i g h  
p e r c e n t a g e  o f  v o t e r ' s  r e g i s t r a t i o n  d u e  t o  t h e  P e r m a n e n t  F u n d  
D i v i d e n d  P r o g r a m .  H e  s p o k e  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  b a s i n g  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  
s t a t u s  o n  a p e r c e n t a g e  o f  t h o s e  t h a t  v o t e d ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  o n  

r e g i s t e r e d  v o t e r s .

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  D a v i e s  c i t e d  s t a t i s t i c s  o f  o t h e r  s t a t e s  r e q u i r e m e n t s  

f o r  t h e  g r a n t i n g  o f  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y .  H e  d e m o n s t r a t e d  t h a t  o t h e r  
r e q u i r e m e n t s  b y  o t h e r  s t a t e s  v a r y  f r o m  o n e - t w e n t i e t h  o f  o n e  p e r c e n t  
t o  o n e  p e r c e n t  o f  r e g i s t e r e d  v o t e r s .

J A C K  C O G H I L L ,  C H A I R M A N ,  A L A S K A  I N D E P E N D E N T  P A R T Y ,  t e s t i f i e d  v i a  t h e  

t e l e c o n f e r e n c e  n e t w o r k  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  H B  112. H e  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  t h e  
l e g i s l a t i o n  p r o v i d e s  t w o  a v e n u e s  t o  r e t a i n  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  s t a t u s .  
H e  s t r e s s e d  t h a t  t h e r e  w o u l d  b e  s a v i n g s  i n  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  
E l e c t i o n s  i f  s m a l l  p a r t i e s  d o  n o t  h a v e  t o  r u n  a c a n d i d a t e .  H e  
n o t e d  t h a t  i t  is t h e  g o a l  of A I P  t o  b u i l d  p o l i t i c a l  s t r e n g t h .  H e  
o b s e r v e d  t h a t  A I P  w o u l d  n o t  r u n  a c a n d i d a t e ,  i n  t h e  n e x t  
g u b e r n a t o r i a l  e l e c t i o n ,  if t h e y  d i d  n o t  h a v e  t o  d o  s o  t o  r e t a i n  

t h e i r  s t a t u s .

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  D a v i e s  n o t e d  t h a t  A I P  c o u l d  s u p p o r t  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  
c a n d i d a t e  f o r  G o v e r n o r  a n d  s t i l l  r e t a i n  t h e i r  s t a t u s .  H e  o b s e r v e d  

t h a t ,  u n d e r  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  t h e  G r e e n  P a r t y  w o u l d  h a v e  t o  r u n  a 
c a n d i d a t e  t o  r e t a i n  t h e i r  s t a t u s  a s  a p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y .

Mr. C o g h i l l  n o t e d  t h a t  A I P  w a n t s  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  b u i l d  a f o u n d a t i o n  

f o r  a p o l i t i c a l  s t r u c t u r e ,  j n  o r d e r  t o  c h a l l e n g e  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  

p r o c e s s  i n  f u t u r e  y e a r s .

HFC 4 3/10/97



In r e s p o n s e  t o  a q u e s t i o n  b y  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  D a v i e s ,  M r .  C o g h i l l  
n o t e d  t h a t  h e  w o u l d  s u p p o r t  t h e  s u b s t i t u t i o n  o f  o n e - p e r c e n t  of 
r e g i s t e r e d  v o t e r s .

I n  r e s p o n s e  t o  a q u e s t i o n  b y  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G r u s s e n d o r f ,  Ms. 
F e n u m i a i  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  s u p p o r t s  o f  t h e  L i b e r a t i o n  P a r t y  a n d  t h e  
C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  P a r t y  a r e  l i s t e d  u n d e r  t h e  " o t h e r "  c a t e g o r y .  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G r u s s e n d o r f  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  t h e s e  p a r t i e s  w o u l d  n o t  
b e  l i k e l y  t o  s u p p o r t  A I P  s i n c e  t h e y  w i l l  b e  b u s y  t r y i n g  t o  g a i n  
r e c o g n i t i o n  f o r  t h e i r  o w n  p a r t y .

S C O T T  K O H L H A S S ,  A L A S K A  L I B E R T A R I A N  P A R T Y ,  F A I R B A N K S  t e s t i f i e d  v i a  
t h e  t e l e c o n f e r e n c e  n e t w o r k  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  H B  112. H e  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  
l e g i s l a t i o n  o p e n s  n e w  a v e n u e s  f o r  o b t a i n i n g  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  s t a t u s .  
H e  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  A l a s k a  is o n e  of t h e  m o r e  d i f f i c u l t  s t a t e s  t o  
o b t a i n  b a l l o t  a c c e s s .  H e  n o t e d  t h a t  i n  s o m e  o t h e r  s t a t e s  
s u f f i c i e n t  b a l l o t  s i g n a t u r e s  r e s u l t  i n  f u l l  p a r t y  s t a t u s .  H e  a s k e d  

w h y  s m a l l  p a r t i e s  a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  p e t i t i o n  f o r  e a c h  o f f i c e  a s  a 

l i m i t e d  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y .

In r e s p o n s e  t o  a q u e s t i o n  b y  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  D a v i e s ,  Mr. K o h l h a s s  
n o t e d  t h a t  h e  w o u l d  s u p p o r t  t h e  s u b s t i t u t i o n  o f  o n e - p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  
r e g i s t e r e d  v o t e r s .  H e  m a i n t a i n e d  t h a t  r e q u i r i n g  1 0 , 0 0 0  r e g i s t e r e d  
v o t e r s ,  f o r  a p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  t o  r e t a i n  i t s  l e g a l  s t a t u s  w i t h o u t  
r u n n i n g  a g u b e r n a t o r i a l  c a n d i d a t e ,  is " o p p r e s s i v e . "

C o - C h a i r  T h e r r i a u l t  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  E l e c t i o n s  w o u l d  n e e d  

c o m p u t e r  m o d i f i c a t i o n s .

Mr. K o h l h a s s  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  t h e  A l a s k a  C i v i l  L i b e r t i e s  U n i o n  h a s  
a d v o c a t e d  t h a t  o n e - t e n t h  o f  o n e  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  v o t e  b e  r e q u i r e d  t o  

m a i n t a i n  b a l l o t  s t a t u s .

K E V I N  M O R F O R D ,  M E M B E R ,  G R E E N  P A R T Y  t e s t i f i e d  v i a  t h e  t e l e c o n f e r e n c e  

n e t w o r k .  H e  n o t e d  t h a t  h e  is a n  a t t o r n e y .  H e  e m p h a s i z e d  t h a t  t h e  
l e g i s l a t i o n  a d d r e s s e s  i m p o r t a n t  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r i g h t s .

( T a p e  C h a n g e ,  H F C  9 7 - 5 2 ,  S i d e  2)

Mr. M o r f o r d  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  t w o  w a y s  t o  g e t  o n  t h e  b a l l o t .
A c a n d i d a t e  c a n  r u n  as a m e m b e r  o f  a r e c o g n i z e d  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  
w i t h  b a l l o t  a c c e s s  o r  b y  n o m i n a t i n g  p e t i t i o n .  T h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  w i l l  
n o t  c h a n g e  t h e  m a n n e r  in w h i c h  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  a r e  a b l e  t o  
i n i t i a l l y  q u a l i f y  f o r  b a l l o t  a c c e s s .  H e  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  a p a r t y  

c o u l d  r e g i s t e r  v o t e r s  u n t i l  t h e y  h a v e  b a l l o t  a c c e s s .  H e  n o t e d  t h a t  
t h e  G r e e n  P a r t y  is t h e  o n l y  r e g i s t e r e d  p a r t y  t h a t  c o u l d  n o t  

m a i n t a i n  i t s  s t a t u s  w i t h o u t  r u n n i n g  a c a n d i d a t e  f o r  g o v e r n o r .  H e  
s t r e s s e d  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  m a i n t a i n i n g  a l e v e l  p l a y i n g  f i e l d .

Mr. M o r f o r d  r e f e r r e d  to t h e  s p o n s o r  s t a t e m e n t  f o r  H B  112. H e  n o t e d  
t h a t  t h e  s p o n s o r  s t a t e m e n t  c o n c l u d e s  t h a t  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  w o u l d  

r e s u l t  i n  A l a s k a ' s  g o v e r n o r s  b e i n g  e l e c t e d  b y  a l a r g e r  p l u r a l i t y
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o f  v o t e r s .  H e  o b s e r v e d  t h e  i n t e n t  o f  t h e  b i l l  i s  t o  c u t  d o w n  o n  
t h e  n u m b e r  o f  c a n d i d a t e s  f o r  g o v e r n o r ,  a n d  t h e r e b y  a c h i e v e  
e l e c t i o n s  i n  w h i c h  g o v e r n o r s  a r e  m o r e  l i k e l y  t o  b e  e l e c t e d  b y  a 
m a j o r i t y .  H e  m a i n t a i n e d  t h a t  i t  is n o t  l e g i t i m a t e  t o  t r y  t o  c u t  
d o w n  o n  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  c a n d i d a t e s  b y  l i m i t e d  b a l l o t  a c c e s s .  H e  
s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  m u l t i p l e  b a l l o t s  c o u l d  b e  u t i l i z e d  t o  a c h i e v e  
p l u r a l i t y .  H e  m a i n t a i n e d  t h a t  t h e  1 0 , 0 0 0  r e q u i r e m e n t  is n o t  
j u s t i f i e d .  H e  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  50 p e r c e n t  o f  A l a s k a n  r e g i s t e r e d
v o t e r s  a r e  n o t  a f f i l i a t e d  w i t h  a p a r t y .  H e  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e
m o r e  v o t e s  c a s t  f o r  t h e  G r e e n  P a r t y  t h a n  w e r e  r e g i s t e r e d  m e m b e r s  
o f  t h e  p a r t y .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  it d o e s  n o t  m a k e  s e n s e  t o  r e q u i r e  a 
h i g h e r  n u m b e r  t o  b e  r e g i s t e r e d  f o r  a p a r t y  t h a n  t h e  a m o u n t  it 
r e c e i v e d  i n  a g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n .

Mr. M o r f o r  u g g e s t e d  t h e  a d o p t i o n  o f  u n i f o r m  r u l e s ,  a n  e v e n  
p l a y i n g  f a n d  t h a t  b a l l o t  a c c e s s  b e  b a s e d  o n  r e a s o n a b l e
n u m b e r s .  . j p p o r t e d  t h e  u s e  of 3 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  v o t e  o r  a
s m a l l e r  n u m b e r  o f  r e g i s t e r e d  v o t e r s .

J I M  S Y K E S ,  G R E E N  P A R T Y  t e s t i f i e d  v i a  t h e  t e l e c o n f e r e n c e  n e t w o r k .  
H e  a c k n o w l e d g e d  t h e  n e e d  f o r  o t h e r  c r i t e r i a  t o  b e  c o n s i d e r e d .  H e  
q u e s t i o n e d  w h y  o t h e r  s t a t e w i d e  r a c e s  a r e  n o t  c o u n t e d  e q u a l l y .  H e  
p r o v i d e d  m e m b e r s  w i t h  a m e m o r a n d u m  p r e s e n t i n g  t h r e e  o p t i o n s  f o r
a m e n d m e n t  t o  H B  112 ( a t t a c h m e n t  1). H e  s p o k e  in s u p p o r t  o f  t h e
a m e n d m e n t s .  H e  n o t e d  t h a t  A I P  a n d  t h e  G r e e n  P a r t y  r e c e i v e d  m o r e  
t h a n  3 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  v o t e  i n  s e v e r a l  p r e v i o u s  s t a t e w i d e  r a c e s .  
O p t i o n  B, u n d e r  t h e  p r o p o s e d  a m e n d m e n t s ,  w o u l d  r e q u i r e  t h a t  a 

p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  r u n  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  l e g i s l a t i v e  r a c e s  a n d  r e c e i v e
3 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  v o t e .  H e  a g r e e d  t h a t  it t a k e s  a l o t  of t i m e  a n d
e n e r g y  t o  r u n  r a c e s .  H e  m a i n t a i n e d  t h a t  a r e q u i r e m e n t  f o r  1 0 , 0 0 0  

r e g i s t e r e d  v o t e r s  is d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  t h e  w a y  a n y  o t h e r  s t a t e s  
o p e r a t e .  H e  s p o k e  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  a r e g i s t r a t i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t  o f  o n e  

p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  r e g i s t e r e d  v o t e r s .  H e  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  t h e  A l a s k a  
S u p r e m e  C o u r t  h a s  a r e c o r d  o f  s t r i k i n g  d o w n  u n r e a s o n a b l e  b a l l o t  
a c c e s s  r e q u i r e m e n t s .  H e  u r g e d  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  to r e p l a c e  t h e  
r e q u i r e m e n t  f o r  1 0 , 0 0 0  w i t h  t h e  s u g g e s t i o n s  c o n t a i n e d  in A t t a c h m e n t  
1. H e  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  b a l l o t  o p t i o n s  t h a t  w o u l d  a l l o w  v o t e r s  
to p r i o r i t i z e  t h e i r  c h o i c e s  t o  a l l o w  a m a j o r i t y  t o  b e  o b t a i n e d .  
H e  e m p h a s i z e d  t h a t  t h e  G r e e n  P a r t y  s h o u l d  r e c e i v e  t h e  s a m e  

t r e a t m e n t  a s  o t h e r  p a r t i e s .

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  V e z e y  c l a r i f i e d  t h a t  t h e  1 0 , 0 0 0  r e q u i r e m e n t  w a s  
b a s e d  on, w h a t  w a s  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  3 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  r e g i s t e r e d  

v o t e r s .  H e  c l a r i f i e d  t h a t  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  is n o t  a b o u t  b a l l o t  
a c c e s s .  H e  m a i n t a i n e d  t h a t  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  is a b o u t  t h e  a b i l i t y  
t o  m a i n t a i n  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  s t a t u s  w i t h o u t  b e i n g  o n  t h e  b a l l o t .  
He o b s e r v e d  t h a t  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  c o u l d  h a v e  a n y  n u m b e r  of g a m i n g  
p e r m i t s .  H e  q u e s t i o n e d  i f  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  w a n t s  t o  m a k e  i t  e a s y  

f o r  i n a c t i v e  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  t o  h a v e  a c c e s s  to g a m i n g  p e r m i t s .

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M a r t i n  a g r e e d  w i t h  c o m m e n t s  b y  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  V e z e y .  
H e  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  n o t  b e  a l l o w e d  t o  h a v e  p u l l -
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R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  D a v i e s  p r o v i d e d  m e m b e r s  v/ith A m e n d m e n t  1 ( c o p y  o n  
f i l e ) .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  D a v i e s  M O V E D  t o  a d o p t  A m e n d m e n t  1. 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M a r t i n  O B J E C T E D .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  D a v i e s  e x p l a i n e d  
t h a t  A m e n d m e n t  1 w o u l d  a l l o w  a p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  t o  r u n  i n  t h r e e  
o t h e r  s t a t e w i d e  r a c e s  as a m e a n s  t o  v a l i d a t e  i t s  s t a t u s  a s  a p a r t y .  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  V e z e y  s p o k e  a g a i n s t  t h e  a m e n d m e n t .  A  r o l l  c a l l  v o t e  

w a s  t a k e n  o n  t h e  M O T I O N .

I N  F A V O R :  D a v i e s  G r u s s e n d o r f ,  M o s e s
O P P O S E D : D a v i s ,  F o s t e r ,  K e l l y ,  M a r t i n ,  T h e r r i a u l t ,  H a n l e y

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  M u l d e r  a n d  K o h r i n g  w e r e  a b s e n t  f o r  t h e  v o t e .

T h e  M O T I O N  F A I L E D  ( 3 -6).

C o - C h a i r  H a n l e y  M O V E D  t o  a d o p t  A m e n d m e n t  2 ( c o p y  o n  f i l e ) .  H e  
e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  A m e n d m e n t  2 w o u l d  p r o v i d e  t h a t  a p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  
h a v e  r e g i s t e r e d  v o t e r s  e q u a l  to 3 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  v o t e s  c a s t  f o r  
g o v e r n o r  a t  t h e  p r o c e e d i n g  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n .  H e  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  t h i s  
is a l o w e r  s t a n d a r d  t h a n  t h r e e  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  r e g i s t e r e d  v o t e r s .  
T h e  n u m b e r  w o u l d  f l u c t u a t e  b a s e d  o n  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  r e g i s t e r e d  

v o t e r s .

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  D a v i e s  M O V E D  t o  A M E N D  A m e n d m e n t  2; d e l e t e  " t h r e e -  
p e r c e n t "  a n d  i n s e r t  " o n e - p e r c e n t . "  C o - C h a i r  T h e r r i a u l t  O B J E C T E D .  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  D a v i e s  s p o k e  in s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  a m e n d m e n t .  H e  n o t e d  
t h a t  t h e  a m o u n t  w o u l d  r e q u i r e  t h a t  a p a r t y  h a v e  6 , 4 0 0  r e g i s t e r e d  
v o t e r s ,  b e f o r e  i t  c o u l d  r e t a i n  i t s  l e g a l  s t a t u s  w i t h o u t  r u n n i n g  a 
g u b e r n a t o r i a l  c a n d i d a t e .  H e  s t r e s s e d  t h a t  6 , 4 0 0  w o u l d  b e  g r e a t e r  
t h a n  t h e  G r e e n  P a r t y  c u r r e n t l y  h a s  r e g i s t e r e d .  H e  o b s e r v e r  t h a t  
o n e - p e r c e n t  w o u l d  r e q u i r e  t h a t  a p a r t y  h a v e  2 , 2 0 0  r e g i s t e r e d  
v o t e r s .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  w o u l d  b e  e q u a l  t o  t h e  h i g h e s t  s t a n d a r d  

of a n y  s t a t e  in t h e  n a t i o n .

C o - C h a i r  H a n l e y  s p o k e  a g a i n s t  t h e  a m e n d m e n t .  H e  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  
o n e - p e r c e n t  of t h e  r e g i s t e r e d  v o t e r s  is m o r e  t h a n  o n e - p e r c e n t  o f  
t h e  v o t e .  H e  m a i n t a i n e d  t h a t  t h r e e - p e r c e n t  is a d e f e n s i b l e  n u m b e r .  
H e  s t r e s s e d  t h a t  it is l e s s  r e s t r i c t i v e .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M a r t i n  
s p o k e  a g a i n s t  t h e  a m e n d m e n t .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  D a v i e s  e m p h a s i z e d  t h a t  

t h e  G r e e n  P a r t y  h a s  c o n s i s t e n t l y  r e c e i v e d  m o r e  v o t e s  t h a n  i t s  s h a r e  
of r e g i s t e r e d  v o t e r s .  H e  m a i n t a i n e d  t h a t  A l a s k a n s  v a l u e  t h e i r  

p r i v a c y .

A r o l l  c a l l  v o t e  w a s  t a k e n  o n  t h e  M O T I O N  t o  a m e n d  A m e n d m e n t  2.

IN F A V O R :  D a v i e s  G r u s s e n d o r f ,  M o s e s
O P P O S E D :  D a v i s ,  F o s t e r ,  K e l l y ,  M a r t i n ,  T h e r r i a u l t ,  H a n l e y

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  M u l d e r  a n d  K o h r i n g  w e r e  a b s e n t  f o r  t h e  v o t e .

t a b  p e r m i t s .
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C o - C h a i r  H a n l e y  c l a r i f i e d  t h a t  t h e  a m e n d m e n t  p e r t a i n s  t o  v o t e s  a t  
t h e  l a s t  g u b e r n a t o r i a l  e l e c t i o n .  T h e r e  b e i n g  N O  O B J E C T I O N ,  

A m e n d m e n t  2 w a s  a d o p t e d .

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  D a v i e s  M O V E D  t o  a d o p t  A m e n d m e n t  3 ( c o p y  o n  f i l e ) .  
C o - C h a i r  T h e r r i a u l t  O B J E C T E D .  H e  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h e  a m e n d m e n t  
c l a r i f i e s  t h a t ,  o n c e  a p a r t y  r e a c h e s  l e g a l  s t a t u s ,  it r e t a i n s  l e g a l  
s t a t u s  u n t i l  i t  f a i l s  t o  h a v e  r e g i s t e r e d  n u m b e r s  e q u a l  t o  t h a t  

p e r c e n t a g e .

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  V e z e y  s p o k e  a g a i n s t  t h e  a m e n d m e n t .

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  D a v i e s  M O V E D  t o  A M E N D  A m e n d m e n t  3, d e l e t e  " o n e -  
p e r c e n t "  a n d  i n s e r t  " t h r e e - p e r c e n t "  o n  l i n e s  6 a n d  9.

C o - C h a i r  H a n l e y  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  t h e  a m e n d m e n t  is b a s e d  o n  r e g i s t e r e d  
v o t e r s .  H e  s u m m a r i z e d  t h a t  t h e  a m e n d m e n t  e l i m i n a t e s  t h e  a b i l i t y  
t o  q u a l i f y  w i t h  t h e  3 - p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  v o t e s  c a s t  f o r  a g u b e r n a t o r i a l  
c a n d i d a t e .  H e  s t r e s s e d  t h a t  t h e  a m e n d m e n t  w o u l d  b e  m o r e  l i m i t i n g .  
H e  o b s e r v e d  t h a t ,  u n d e r  t h e  a m e n d m e n t ,  t h e  G r e e n  P a r t y  w o u l d  n o t  
b e  a b l e  t o  p u t  u p  a c a n d i d a t e  f o r  g o v e r n o r .

W h i l e  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  D a v i e s  c o n s i d e r e d  A m e n d m e n t  3, M s .  F e n u m i a i  
d i s c u s s e d  t h e  f i s c a l  n o t e  b y  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  L i e u t e n a n t  G o v e r n o r .  
S h e  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h e  D i v i s i o n  w o u l d  n e e d  t o  m o d i f y  t h e i r  c o m p u t e r  
s y s t e m  t o  t r a c k  a d d i t i o n a l  p a r t i e s .  In r e s p o n s e  t o  a q u e s t i o n  b y  
C o - C h a i r  T h e r r i a u l t ,  Ms. F e n u m i a i  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h e  c o d e  t a b l e  
w o u l d  r e q u i r e  u p d a t e s .  S h e  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  v o t e r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  
r e p o r t s  a n d  v o t e r  c a r d s  w o u l d  a l s o  h a v e  t o  b e  m o d i f i e d .  S h e  

c l a r i f i e d  t h a t  t h e  D i v i s i o n  c o u l d  n o t  r e t r a c e  v o t e r  r e c o r d s .

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  D a v i e s  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  a m e n d m e n t  s h o u l d  b e  w o r d e d  

to a l l o w  t h e  c u r r e n t  p r o v i s i o n  o r  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  c o n t a i n e d  i n  

A m e n d m e n t  3. H e  W I T H D R E W  / m e n d m e n t  3.

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  F o s t e r  M O V E D  t o  r e p o r t  C S H B  112 (FIN) o u t  of 
C o m m i t t e e  w i t h  i n d i v i d u a l  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  a n d  w i t h  t h e  a c c o m p a n y i n g  
f i s c a l  n o t e s .  R e p r e . s e n t a t i v e  D a v i e s  O B J E C T E D .  H e  m a i n t a i n e d  t h a t  
t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  w o u l d  a l l o w  A I P  t o  n o t  r u n  a c a n d i d a t e  a n d  r e q u i r e  
t h e  G r e e n  P a r t y  to r u n  a c a n d i d a t e .  T h e  G r e e n  P a r t y  w o u l d  b e  
r e q u i r e d  t o  r e g i s t e r e d  50 p e r c e n t  m o r e  v o t e r s  i n  o r d e r  t o  n o t  r u n  
a c a n d i d a t e .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  b i l l  c o u l d  b e  i n t e r p r e t e d  t o  h a v e  

p o l i t i c a l  i n t e n t .

A r o l l  c a l l  v o t e  w a s  t a k e n  o n  t h e  M O T I O N .

IN F A V O R :  D a v i s ,  F o s t e r ,  K e l l y ,  K o h r i n g ,  M a r t i n ,  T h e r r i a u l t ,  H a n l e y  

O P P O S E D :  D a v i e s ,  G r u s s e n d o r f ,  M o s e s

T h e  MOTION FA ILED  (3-6).

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M u ld e r  was a b s e n t  f o r  t h e  v o t e .
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H B  112 w a s  r e p o r t e d  o u t  of C o m m i t t e e  w i t h  a " d o  p a s s "  
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  a n d  w i t h  a f i s c a l  i m p a c t  n o t e  b y  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  
L i e u t e n a n t  G o v e r n o r ,  d a t e d  2 / 2 6 / 9 7 ;  a n d  w i t h  a z e r o  f i s c a l  n o t e  b y  
t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  R e v e n u e ,  d a t e d  2 / 2 6 / 9 7 .


