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Senate Labor & Commerce Committee Sponsor Statement SB 330: Undergroimd Locate Standards
S enate B ill 3 3 0  w as in troduced  at the request o f  the A la sk a  T elep h on e  A sso c ia tio n  to 
provide an understanding o f  the standards and resp o n sib ilitie s  for locatin g  and e x ca v a tin g  
underground fa c ilit ie s  throughout the state for u tilities and contractors.

S B  3 3 0  am en d s A S  4 2 .3 0  to se t ou t re sp o n sib ilitie s  for ex cavators, con stru ction  project 
ow n ers and underground  fa c ility  o w n ers  w h en  a loca te  is requested . It p rov id es for 
penalties, in c lu d in g  treble d a m a g es, i f  an ex ca v a to r  k n o w in g ly  or in tentionally  d a m a g es a 
located  underground fa c ility .

A lthough  the A lask a  P ublic  U tilit ie s  C o m m iss io n  has the authority to create locate  
standards, it has b een  a lo w  priority  item  d u e to the c o m m is s io n ’s w orkload .
(S e e  A S  4 2 .0 5 .1 4 1  and  A S  4 2 .0 5 .2 9 1 ( c ) ) .

C urrently, there are so m e  national standards related to the issu e  o f  locatin g  and u n co v er in g  
underground u tilit ie s , but n o th in g  as co m p r e h e n s iv e  as S B  3 3 0 .
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W O R K  D R A F T

C S  F O R  S E N A T E  B IL L  N O . 3 3 0 ( )

IN  T H E  L E G IS L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

T W E N T IE T H  L E G IS L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S IO N

BY

O ffered :
Referred:

S p on so rs ): SENATE LA B O R  AND C O M M ERC E  COM M ITTEE
A  B IL L

F O R  A N  A C T  E N T IT L E D

" A n  A c t r e la t in g  to  u n d e r g r o u n d  fa c ilit ie s ."

B E  IT  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

* S e c t io n  1 . A S  4 2 .3 0  is  a m en d ed  by ad d in g  n ew  sec tio n s  to read:

A r t ic le  6 . L o c a t in g  U n d e r g r o u n d  F a c ilit ie s .

S e c .  4 2 .3 0 .4 0 0 .  E x c a v a t o r ’s n o t ic e  o f  p r o p o se d  e x c a v a t io n ,  (a ) B e fo r e  

b eg in n in g  an e x c a v a tio n , an ex ca v a to r  shall g iv e  notice  o f  the p ro p o sed  e x c a v a tio n  to  

each  underground fa c ility  operator w h o  has an underground fa c ility  in the area o f  the 

p rop osed  e x c a v a t io n  and req u est the operator to fie ld  m ark the lo c a tio n  o f  its 

underground fa c ility . T h e  ex ca v a to r  shall n otify  an underground fa c ility  op erator  w h o  

su b scrib es to a n o tif ic a tio n  cen ter  by g iv in g  n o tice  to the center. T h e  e x c a v a to r  sh a ll 

n otify  an underground fa c ility  operator listed  in the applicable te lep h o n e  d irectory  w h o  

is not a su b scr ib er  to  i  n otifi ration cen ter  by g iv in g  n o tice  d irectly  to  the operator.

(b ) E x c e p t in the c a s e  o f  an em erg en cy  locate  request or a req u est to  loca te  

in a rem ote , u n sta ffe d , or in a c c e ss ib le  loca tion , the e x ca v a to r  sh a ll n o tify  an 

underground fa c ility  op erator  w h o  m ay have a facility  in the area o f  a p ro p o sed

*1*
n o w  T ‘ ' x r  U n d e r l i n e d  [ D E L E T E D  T E X T  B R A C K E T E D ]
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ex ca v a tio n  at least tw o  but not m ore than 15 w orking days b efore  the d ate  sc h e d u le d  

for b e g in n in g  the e x c a v a tio n . In the c a se  o f  a request to  lo ca te  in  a rem ote  or  

unstaffed  location , the excavator  sh a ll n otify  the operator at least 10 but not m ore than 

2 0  w o rk in g  d ays b efo re  the sch ed u led  date for b eg in n in g  e x c a v a tio n .

(c ) In an em erg en cy , the excavator  shall im m ediately  n otify  e a c h  underground  

fa c ility  operator in  the area o f  the e m erg en cy  and o f  the n eed  for the e x c a v a tio n  and  

req u est prom pt lo ca tio n  o f  u n derground  fa c ilitie s .

Sec. 42.30.410. O p e ra to r’s response to request to locate; im m unity  rela ted  

to u n m a rk e d  o r  in accu ra te ly  m ark ed  facilities, (a) A n  u n d ergrou n d  fa c ility  

operator sh a ll a c c e p t req u ests to lo ca te  underground fa c ilit ie s  d u rin g  the o p era to r’s 

regular b u s in e ss  h ou rs. A n  op erator w h o  r ece iv es  a request to lo ca te  sh a ll m ain ta in  

for at least o n e  y ea r  an accu rate record o f  the request and re sp o n ses  to the request.

(b) W hen  an underground facility  operator receives a request to lo ca te , it shall 

n otify  the e x ca v a to r  o f  the loca tio n  o f  the underground fa c ilit ie s  that the op erator is 

ab le  to f ie ld  m ark w ith  reason ab le  accu racy  and fie ld  mark th o se  fa c ilit ie s . If the  

operator o w n s , u se s , or  op erates an underground fac ility  that is id e n tif ie d  as b e in g  in 

the area o f  the p ro p o sed  e x c a v a tio n  but that the operator can n ot f ie ld  m ark w ith  

reasonable accu racy , the operator shail provide the excavator w ith  the b est in form ation  

ava ilab le  to the operator about its location  and shall provide on -site  a ssista n ce  until the 

fa c ility  is loca ted  or until the ex ca v a to r  no longer needs a ss is ta n ce  in lo c a tin g  that 

fa c ility .

(c )  T h e f ie ld  m arks for an underground facility  buried 10 fee t d eep  or le ss  

m ust be loca ted  w ith in  2 4  horizon ta l in ch es o f  the outside d im e n sio n s  o f  the fa c ility . 

For a fa c ility  buried  d eep er  than 10 feet, the operator shall lo ca te  the fie ld  m arks  

w ith in  3 0  h orizon ta l in ch es o f  the ou tsid e  d im en sio n s o f  the fa c ility . T h e  op erator  

shall u se  stak es, pain t, or other c lea r ly  id en tifiab le  material to sh o w  the fie ld  lo ca tio n  

o f  the underground fa c ility . T h e  m arker used  to d esign ate  the ap p rox im ate  lo ca tio n  

o f  an underground  fa c ility  m ust fo llo w  the current co lo r  co d e  standard u sed  by the  

A m erican  P u b lic  W o rk s A sso c ia t io n .

(d ) E xcep t for an underground fa c ility  in a rem ote, u n sta ffed , or in a c c e ss ib le  

loca tion , an underground fa c ility  operator shall respond to a request to  locate prom ptly.

W O R K  D R A F T  W O R K  D R A F T  0 -LS 1320\H
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A  resp o n se  is c o n s id e r e d  to b e  prom pt i f  it is m ade w ithin  tw o  w o rk in g  d a y s after the 

op erator r e c e iv e s  th e  req u est or at a later tim e so  lon g  as the r e sp o n se  o ccu rs  b efore  

the b eg in n in g  o f  th e  e x c a v a tio n . For an underground facility  in  an a c c e s s ib le  rem ote  

or u n sta ffcd  lo c a tio n , the operator sh a ll respond w ithin  10 v /ork in g  d a y s  after the 

operator  r e c e iv e s  th e  req u est or at a later tim e so  long as the resp o n se  o ccu rs  b efore  

the b e g in n in g  o f  e x c a v a tio n .

(e )  A fter  an operator has fie ld  m arked an underground fa c ility , the ex ca v a to r  

is  r e sp o n sib le  for m a in ta in in g  the m arkings.

( 0  A n  ex ca v a to r  m ay not begin  to excavate  until each  underground fa c ility  has 

b een  f ie ld  m arked.

(g )  W h en  an op erator  has fie ld  m arked an underground fa c ility  o n c e  at the  

req u est o f  an ex c a v a to r , the operator has the right to rece iv e  c o m p e n sa tio n  from  the 

e x c a v a to r  for c o s ts  incurred  in resp on d in g  to su b seq u en t requests to  lo ca te  the sam e  

u n derground  fa c ility  d u rin g  the sa m e ex ca v a tio n  project i f  the e x c a v a to r  fa iled  to  

m ainta in  the or ig in a l m arking.

(h ) If an ex ca v a to r  d isco v ers an underground facility  that w as not fie ld  m arked  

or w a s in accu rate ly  f ie ld  m arked , the ex ca v a to r  shall im m ed ia te ly  sto p  e x c a v a tin g  in 

the v ic in ity  o f  the fa c ility  and sh all n o tify  the operator o f  the d isc o v e r y . T h e  

e x c a v a to r  m ay n o tify  the op erator by m eans o f  a n otification  center. T h e  operator  

sh a ll treat the n o tif ic a tio n  as a request to locate in an em erg en cy  and sh a ll respond  

a c co rd in g ly . A n  e x c a v a to r  m ay not be held liab le  for inadvertent d a m a g e  c a u se d  to  

an u nm arked  or an in a ccu ra te ly  m arked underground facility .

( i)  U n le s s  the req u est to lo ca te  is m ade in resp on se  to an e m e r g e n c y , an 

underground fa c ility  operator has the right to receive  com p en sation  for c o s ts  incurred  

in re sp o n d in g  to a req u est to locate  that g iv e s  the operator le s s  n o tic e  than the 

m in im u m  n o tice  req u ired  by th is sec tio n . T h is su b section  m ay not be in terpreted  to 

require the operator to respond to the request to locate w ithin the tim e requested  in the 

n o tice .

Sec. 42.30.420. R esponsibility o f construction p ro jec t ow ners. T h e  o w n er  

o f  a co n stru ctio n  p ro ject that w ill require ex ca v a tio n  shall ind icate in b id  d o cu m en ts  

or co n tra cts  for co n stru c tio n  the e x is te n c e  o f  underground fa c ilit ie s  that the project

W O R K  D R A F T  W O R K  D R A F T  0 -LS1320VH
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o w n er  k n o w s are loca ted  in sid e  o f  the p rop osed  area o f  ex ca v a tio n . T h is  requ irem ent  

d o e s  not re lease  the ex ca v a to r  from  the ex ca v a to r’s resp on sib ility  u n d er A S  4 2 .3 0 .4 0 0  

- 4 2 .3 0 .4 9 0 .

Sec. 42.30.430. O bligations concerning the conduct o f excavations; liability.

(a) A n  ex ca v a to r  sh a ll u se  reason ab le care to avo id  dam aging  an underground  facility . 

T h e  ex c a v a to r  sh a ll

(1 )  d e term in e , w ith o u t d am age  to  the fa c ility , the p r e c ise  lo ca tio n  o f  

an underground  fa c ility  w h o se  loca tio n  has been  m arked;

(2 ) p lan the e x ca v a tio n  to  avo id  dam age to and m in im iz e  in terferen ce  

w ith  an u n d ergrou n d  fa c ility  in or near the ex ca v a tio n  area; and

(3 ) to  the e x te n t n ecessa ry  to protect a fa c ility  from  d a m a g e , p ro v id e  

support fo r  an u n d ergrou n d  fa c ility  in and near the con stru ction  area d u rin g  the 

e x c a v a tio n .

(b ) I f  an u n d ergrou n d  fa c ility  is  d am aged  by failure to fu lf ill  an o b lig a tio n  

under A S  4 2 .3 0 .4 0 0  - 4 2 .3 0 .4 9 0 , the party fa ilin g  to perform  the o b lig a tio n  is lia b le  

to the o th er  party fo r  d a m a g es  resu ltin g  from  the failure to perform . D a m a g e s  m ay  

in c lu d e

(1 ) c o s ts  incurred by an ex ca v a to r  i f  an operator has n ot f ie ld  m arked  

or has in accu rate ly  f ie ld  m arked  an underground facility ; and

(2 )  the norm al ov erh ea d  ch arges that can  be a llo ca ted  to h a v in g  to 

resp on d  to the p arty ’s fa ilu re  to perform .

(c )  A n  e x c a v a to r  w h o , in the co u rse  o f  ex ca v a tio n , co n ta cts  or  d a m a g e s  an 

underground fac ility  sh all n otify  the operator If the dam age ca u ses an e m e r g e n c y , the 

ex ca v a to r  sh a ll a lso  alert appropriate loca l pub lic  safety  a g en c ie s  and take reason ab le  

s tep s  to  en su re  p u b lic  sa fe ty . A  d am aged  underground fa c ility  m ay n ot be reburied  

until it is repaired or re located  to the sa tisfaction  o f  the operator. T h e  op era tor  o f  an 

u n derground  fa c ility  that w a s d am aged  during ex ca v a tio n  shall arrange for repair or  

re lo ca tio n  o f  the fa c ility  as so o n  as practical.

S e c . 4 2 .3 0 .4 4 0 .  P e n a lt ie s ;  c iv il  a c t io n s , (a) A  p erson  w h o  v io la te s  a 

p rov ision  o f  A S  4 2 .3 0 .4 0 0  - 4 2 .3 0 .4 9 0  is subject to a c iv il penalty  o f  not le ss  than S 50  

nor m ore than $ 1 ,0 0 0  for each  o ffe n se  i f  the v io la tion  resu lts in or s ig n ific a n tly

W O R K  D R A F T  W O R K  D R A F T  0-L.S1320\H
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con trib u tes to d a m a g e  to an u n derground  fa c ility .

(b) I f  the court fin d s that an excavator  is v io la tin g  or th reaten in g  to v io la te  a 

p ro v is io n  o f  A S  4 2 .3 0 .4 0 0  - 4 2 .3 0 .4 9 0  and the v io la tion  m ay resu lt in d a m a g e  to  an 

underground fa c ility , the cou rt m ay grant in junctive r e lie f  to  the u n derground  fa c ility  

operator.

(c ) A n ex ca v a to r  is liab le  to the operator o f  an underground fa c ility  for three  

tim es the op era tor’s c o s t  in repairing  and reloca tin g  the fa c ility  i f  the ex c a v a to r

(1 ) in ten tio n a lly  d a m a g es a  fie ld  m arked underground fa c ility ; or

(2 ) k n o w s o f  an underground facility  that is near a p lan n ed  e x ca v a tio n  

and the ex ca v a to r  fa ils  to n o tify  the underground fa c ility  operator as requ ired  by  

A S  4 2 .3 0 .4 0 0 ;  n o tifica tion  under this paragraph m ay be m ade d irectly  to the operator  

or, i f  appropriate, th rough  a n o tifica tio n  center.

S e c . 4 2 .3 0 .4 5 0 . W a iv e r  o f  r e q u ir e m e n ts  b y  w r itte n  a g r e e m e n t . A n operator  

and an ex ca v a to r  m a y , by w ritten agreem ent, w a iv e  the requirem ents o f  A S  4 2 .3 0 .4 0 0  

- 4 2 .3 0 .4 9 0  that the ex ca v a to r  n o tify  the operator o f  p lanned ex ca v a tio n s  and that the 

op erator lo ca te  underground  fa c ilit ie s . T h e  agreem en t m ust id en tify  the g eo g ra p h ic  

areas to  w h ich  the w a iv e r  a p p lies  and the tim e period  for w h ich  the w a iv e r  is va lid .

S e c . 4 2 .3 0 .4 6 0 .  U n d e r g r o u n d  fa c ility  o w n e r . I f  the operator  o f  an 

underground fa c ility  is  not the o w n er  o f  the fac ility  and if  the op erator ca n n o t be  

id en tified  or has been  id en tified  but cannot be reached in a reasonable am ount o f  tim e, 

the ex ca v a to r  m ay  g iv e  the n o tice  required by A S 4 2 .3 0 .4 0 0  - 4 2 .3 0 .4 9 0  to  the o w n er  

o f  the underground fa c ility  and the ow n er  shall a ssu m e the d u ties and resp o n sib ilitie s  

o f  the operator under A S  4 2 .3 0 .4 0 0  - 4 2 .3 0 .4 9 0 .

S e c . 4 2 .3 0 .4 9 0 . D e f in it io n s .  In A S  4 2 .3 0 .4 0 0  - 4 2 .3 0 .4 9 0 ,

(1 )  "dam age" m ean s

(A ) the substantial w eak en in g  o f  structural or lateral support o f  

an underground  facility ;

(B ) p enetration , im pairm ent, or destruction  o f  any underground  

p ro tectiv e  c o a tin g , h o u sin g , or o th er protective  d ev ice ; and

(C ) the partial or com p lete  severance o f  an underground facility  

to the ex ten t that the project o w n er or facility  operator d eterm in es that repairs

W O R K  D R A F T  W O R K  D R A F T  0 -LS1320V H
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are required;

(2 )  " em ergen cy"  m ean s

(A ) a co n d itio n  that co n stitu tes  a  c lea r  and p resen t d a n g er  to 

life , h ea lth , or property; or

(B ) an u n p lan n ed  se r v ic e  interruption;

(3 )  "excavation "  m ea n s

(A ) an a c tiv ity  in w h ich  earth, rock , or o th er  m aterial on  or  

b e lo w  the g ro u n d  is m o v e d  or o th erw ise  d isp la ced  by any m eans;

(B )  road m a in ten a n ce  that ch a n g es  the orig in a l road grade;

(C ) d e m o lit io n  or m o v em en t o f  earth by eq u ip m en t, to o ls , or  

e x p lo s iv e  d e v ic e  e x c e p t  tillin g  o f  the so il le s s  than 12 in ch es  in d epth  for  

agricu ltu ra l p u rp o ses;

(4 )  "excavator" m ean s a  person  w h o  co n d u cts  ex ca v a tio n  in the state;

(5 )  " in accessib le"  m ea n s im p o ss ib le  or u n reason ab ly  d iff ic u lt  to reach  

due to c o n d it io n s  b ey o n d  the con tro l o f  the underground fa c ility  operator:

(6 )  " in tentionally"  has the m ea n in g  g iv en  in A S  1 1 .8 1 .9 0 0 (a );

(7 )  " n otifica tion  center" or "center" m ean s a  serv ice  through  w h ic h  a

person is  ab le  to ca ll o n e  num ber to n otify  m em ber operators o f  underground fa c ilit ie s

that an e x c a v a tio n  is p ro p o sed  and to request the operators tc mark fa c ilit ie s  lo ca ted  

in sid e  o f  the p ro p o sed  e x c a v a tio n  area;

(8 ) "operator" m ea n s a person  w h o  su p p lies  a se rv ice  for  c o m m e r c ia l  

or p u b lic  u se  by m ean s o f  an underground  fac ility ;

(9 )  "person" m ean s any in d iv id u a l, p u b lic  or private  co rp o ra tio n ,

p o lit ica l su b d iv is io n , g o v ern m en t a g en cy , m u n ic ip a lity , industry , partnersh ip ,

cop artn ersh ip , a sso c ia t io n , firm , trust, esta te , or any other entity w h a tso ev er;

(1 0 )  "rem ote" m ean s not a c c e ss ib le  by road;

(1 1 )  "underground facility"  m ean s a p ip e, sew er , con d u it, ca b le , v a lv e , 

lin e, or w ire , in c lu d in g  attach m en ts and th ose p a ils  o f  p o le s  or anchors that are b e lo w  

grou n d , for u se  in c o n n e c tio n  w ith  the storage or co n v ey a n ce  o f  w ater, s e w a g e ,  

te le c o m m u n ic a tio n s , c a b le  te le v is io n , e le c tr ic ity , p etro leu m , p etro leu m  p rod u cts, 

h azard ou s liq u id s , or fla m m a b le , to x ic , or co rro siv e  gas;

0-LS 1320\H
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(1 2 )  "unstaffed" m ean s not n orm ally  sta ffed  w ith  e m p lo y e e s ;

(1 3 )  "w ork ing  day" m eans a day  on  w h ich  an un d ergrou n d  fa c ility  

operator is op en  for regu lar b u sin ess .
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A m e n d m e n t  #1

T O  C S S B  3 3 0 (L & C ) B Y

P a g e  2 , l in e  11 f o l l o w i n g  " lea st" :

D E L E T E  " th r e e  y e a r s " ,

a n d

I N S E R T  " o n e  y e a r "

A M E N D M E N T



Amendment #2

A M E N D M E N T

T O  C S S B  3 3 0 (L & C ) B Y

P a g e  3 ,  l in e  421  f o l l o w i n g  " a c c o r d in g ly ." :

A D D :  " A n  e x c a v a t o r  s h a l l  n o t  b e  l ia b le  fo r  in a d v e r t e n t  d a m a g e  c a u s e d  
to  a n  in a c c u r a t e ly  f ie ld  m a r k e d  u n d e r g r o u n d  fa c i l i ty ."



Amendment #3

T O  C S S B  3 3 0 (L & C ) B Y

P a g e  5 , l in e  4  f o l l o w i n g  " ( l)" :

D E L E T E  " k n o w in g ly  or"

P a g e  6 , l in e  14:

D E L E T E  " (7 )"  a n d  r e n u m b e r

A M E N D M E N T



Amendment #4

A M E N D M E N T

T O  C S S B  3 3 0 (L & C ) B Y

P a g e  6 , l in e  31:

D E L E T E  " (1 4 )"  a n d  r e n u m b e r
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C H U G A C H  E L E C T R I C
A S S O C I A T I O N /  I N C .

EUGENE N. BJORNSTAD. P.E. 
General Manager

M a r c h  30, 19 9 8

S e n a t o r  R i c k  H a l f o r d  p & X

S e n a t e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e  
R o o m  121 
S t a t e  C a p i t o l
Ju n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 0 0 1 - 1 1 8 2

D e a r  S e n a t o r  H a l f o r d :

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  c o m m e n t  o n  SB 330. C h u g a c h  
E l e c t r i c  s u p p o r t s  this bi l l  b e c a u s e  it a d d r e s s e s  a n  i s s u e  w h i c h  is 
c r i t i c a l  t o  t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  of e l e c t r i c  service.

w e  h a v e  the f o l l o w i n g  s u g g e s t e d  a d d i t i o n s  to the b i l l  w h i c h  a r e  
c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  i n t e n t  of t h e  bill.

I. C h a r g e s  f o r  l o c a t e  s e r v i c e s .  A d d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  as a n e w  

s u b s e c t i o n  410 (j)

(j) F o r  p u b l i c  u t i l i t i e s  w h o s e  r a t e s  a r e  r e g u l a t e d  b y  t h e  
A l a s k a  P u b l i c  U t i l i t i e s  co m m i s s i o n ,  r e p a y m e n t  of c a s t  o f  
l o c a t e  s e r v i c e s  shall c o n t i n u e  to be e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  t a r i f f  b y  
t h e  c o m m i s s i o n  u n d e r  a u t h o r i t y  g r a n t e d  p u r s u a n t  to 
A . S . 4 2 . 0 5 . 1 4 1 .

P u r p o s e  of this p r o p o s e d  change. This chan g e  a l l o w s  t h e  b i l l  

to r e t a i n  it3 f o c u s  o n  o b l i g a t i o n s  a n d  s t r o n g  i n c e n t i v e s  t o  m a k e  
e f f o r t s  to o b t a i n  t h e  l o c a t e  services. T h e  p r o p o s e d  c h a n g e  a l l o w s  
c o s t  r e c o v e r y  f o r  l o c a t e  s e r v i c e s  to r e m a i n  in the t a r i f f  o f  e a c h  
r e g u l a t e d  u t i l i t y  r a t h e r  t h a n  t r y i n g  to d e a l  w i t h  it b y  
l e g i s l a t i o n .

II. Definition of "repair." A d d  to the p r o p o s e d  A . S .42.3 0 . 4 3 0  (b) 

so t h a t  it r e a d s  as f ollows:

(b) If a n  u n d e r g r o u n d  f a c i l i t y  is d a m a g e d  b y  f a i l u r e  to 
f u l f i l l  a n  o b l i g a t i o n  u n d e r  A . S . 4 2 . 3 0 . 4 0 0  - 4 2 . 3 0 . 4 9 0 ,  the 
p a r t y  f a i l i n g  to p e r f o r m  the o b l i g a t i o n  is liab l e  to t h e  o t h e r  
p a r t y  for d a m a g e s  r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  the f a i l u r e  to p e r f o r m .  
D a m a g e s  s h a l l  [may] i n c l u d e  but are not l i m i t e d  to

5601 Minnesota Drive • P.O. Box 196300 • Anchorage, Alaska 99519-6300 
Phone 907-563-7494 • TAX 907-562-OG27
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S e n a t o r  R i c k  H a l f o r d  
M a r c h  30, 199B 
P a g e  2

1 *. The lesser .of.:.
T h e  c o s t  o f  r e s t o r i n g  the op.erafcorlftJEacilit:v_ t o _ a

c o n d i t i o n  o f  a o  leg 9 s e r v i c e  life., i n t e g r i t y . . .or
r e l i a b i l i t y  t h a n  th a t  w h i c h  e x i s t e d  p r i o r _ t o _ t h e _ d a m a g e ^
includincT, if . n e c e s s a r y . r e p l a c e m e n t  of the— f a c i l ity:
b e t w e e n  t h e  l o g i c a l  j u n c t i o n  p o i n t s  on the system, o r

E *  T h ree t i m e s  t h e  cost of a full r e p a i r  not i n c l u d i n g
t h e  replacement...of t h e  e n t i r e  s o a n _ .b e t w e e n  j u n c t i o n,
pod nfg ,-_ a n d _

2. t h e  n o r m a l  o v e r h e a d  c h a r g e s  th a t  c a n  b e  a l l o c a t e d  t o  
h a v i n g  to r e s p o n d  to t h e  p a r t y ' s  f a i l u r e  to per f o r m .

P u r p o s e  of t h i s  p r o p o s e d  change. T h i s  c h a n g e  a d d r e s s e s  a 

p r o b l e m  w h i c h  w e  h a v e  h a d  w i t h  e n t i t i e s  w h i c h  h a v e  d e s t r o y e d  
u n d e r g r o u n d  cable. T h i s  l a n g u a g e  w o u l d  e s t a b l i s h  the m e a s u r e  of 
d a m a g e s  i n  a w a y  w h i c h  r e f l e c t s  the t r u e  d a m a g e  to the system. It 
is c r i t i c a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  the m e a s u r e  of d a m a g e  r e f l e c t  t h e  
d e g r a d a t i o n  to t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  of the s y s t e m  w h i c h  o c c u r s  w h e n  
s p l i c e s  a r e  i n s e r t e d  w h e r e  n o n e  w o u l d  n o r m a l l y  be needed. S p l i c e s  
a r e  a s i g n i f i c a n t  s o u r c e  o f  c a b l e  f a i l u r e s .  In t h e  h a r s h  f r o z e n  
g r o u n d  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  u n d e r g r o u n d  c a b l e  f a i l u r e s  are a v e r y  s e r i o u s  
p r o b l e m .  It is e s s e n t i a l  t h a t  t h e r e  b e  s t r o n g  i n c e n t i v e s  n o t  to 
c r e a t e  u n n e e d e d  s p l i c e s  a n d  w h e n  t h e y  a r e  c a u s e d  that t h e  e n t i t y  
w h i c h  c a u s e s  the d a m a g e  be a s s e s s e d  c o s t s  w h i c h  r e f l e c t  d e g r a d a t i o n  
o f  r e l i a b i l i t y  t o  t h e  e l e c t r i c  facili t i e s .

III. D e f i n i t i o n  o f  " o p e r a t o r . "  R e v i s e  the d e f i n i t i o n  of "oper a t o r "  

s o  t h a t  it reads:

" O p e r a t o r "  m e a n s  a p e r s o n  w h o  owns, manages, o r  c o n t r o l s  a n y  
u n d e r g r o u n d  f a c i l i t y  u s e d  to f u r n i s h  a s e r v i c e  o r  c o m m o d i t y  
f o r  c o m m e r c i a l  o r  p u b l i c  use.

P u r p o s e  of this p r o p o s e d  change. This is n e c e s s a r y  to p r e v e n t  

the p o s s i b i l i t y  th a t  a n  e x c a v a t o r  m i g h t  be d e e m e d  to h a v e  g i v e n  
a d e q u a t e  n o t i c e  to the o p e r a t o r  b y  s i m p l y  g i v i n g  n o t i c e  t o  a n  
e n t i t y  s u c h  as a p o w e r  m a r k e t e r  w h i c h  a r g u a b l y  "supplies a s e r v i c e "  
b u t  w h i c h  d o e s  not own, c o n t r o l  o r  m a n a g e  a n y  f a c i l i t i e s  at all. 
T h i s  r e v i s e d  d e f i n i t i o n  f i t s  w i t h  the d e f i n i t i o n  cZ a p u b l i c  
u t i l i t y  a l r e a d y  ir. A.S. 4 2 . 0 5 . 9 9 0

IV. E x p o s u r e  o f  e n e r g i z e d  ca b l e s .  A d d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s u b s e c t i o n

(d) to t h e  p r o p o s e d  A.S. 4 2 . 3 0 . 4 3 0 .

(a) W h e r e  an e x c a v a t o r  e x p o s e s  an e n e r g i z e d  cable, r e g a r d l e s s  
of w h e t h e r  it h a 3  b e e n  damaged, the e x c a v a t o r  s h a l l  a r r a n g e  
a n d  p a y  f o r  t h e  co 3 t  of a q u a l i f i e d  p e r s o n  to r e m a i n  a t  t h e
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S e n a t o r  R i c k  H a l f o r d  
M a r c h  30, 1998 ;
P a g e  3

I
s i t e  u n t i l  s u c h  t i m e  'aa the f a c i l i t y  is r e b u r i e d  at l e a s t  to 
a d e p t h  r e q u i r e d  b y  a p p l i c a b l e  Federal, S t a t e  o r  M u n i c i p a l  
c o d e s  o r  u n t i l  s u c h  time as t h e  f a c i l i t y  has b e e n  d e - e n e r g i z e d  
b y  t h e  o p e r a t o r .

t

P u rp o se  o f t h i s  propoDed c h a n g e .  T h i s  is n e c e s s a r y  b e c a u s e  

m o s t  p e o p l e  d o  n o t  r e a l i z e  that, u n l i k e  n o r m a l  h o u s e h o l d  
a p p l i a n c e s ,  e x p o s e d  u n d e r g r o u n d  c a b l e s  a r e  p o t e n t i a l l y  d a n g e r o u s  
e v e n  if t h e y  a p p e a r  to b e  w e l l  i n s u l a t e d  a n d  u n d a m a g e d .  
U n q u a l i f i e d  p e r s o n n e l ,  a n d  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  c hildren, n e e d  t o  b e  
a b s o l u t e l y  p r e v e n t e d  f r o m  g a i n i n g  a c c e s s  t o  the c a bles a n y t i m e  t h e y  
are e x p o s e d  a n d  e n e r g i z e d .

i

S i n c e r e l y ,

G e n e r a l  M a n a g e r
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TONY KNOWLES, GOVERNOR

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE AND / ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT /
1014 WEST 3D£TH AVENUE, SUTTE 400 
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501-1963

ALASKA PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
l

fHONE: (907) 2764222 
VAX: (907) 276-01(50
TTY: (907) 276-4533

M arch 12, 1998

H onorable Loren Lem an 
Chairman
Senate Labor & Comm erce Com m ittee

Via fax  465-3810

Ref) SB 330

D ear Senator Leman:

Thank you fo r asking the view  o f  the Alaska Public U tilities Com m ission on SB 330 
concerning underground locate standards. I  have reviewed the bill and see no direct 
im pact on the Commission. It does not m ention the APUC. The bill adds a new  section 
to AS 42.30, but as drafted the Departm ent o f  L aw  advises us that the Com m ission lacks 
authority to enforce provisions in this chapter.

The Com m ission has not addressed the bill, except to  estimate its fiscal impact as aero, It 
is not the case that the issue o f  underground locates is a low-priority item for the 
Commission. Rather, this bill focuses on the conduct o f  excavators, who lie beyond the 
scope o f  APUC authority over public utilities.

The Com m ission’s responsibility to ensure safe, adequate and reliable utility service at 
ju s t and reasonable rates would be enhanced by a system that encourages excavators to 
obtain reliable inform ation concerning the location o f  underground facilities before they 
dig and penalizing them  i f  they fail to  do so.

Please le t me know  if  you have any questions. Again, thanks for the opportunity to 
comment.

Sincerclv.

R obert A. Lohr 
Executive D irector



LOCATE CALL CENTER OF ALASKA, INC.
2221 E. Northern Lights B lvd. Suite 136 

Anchorage, A laska 99500 
(907) 279-1122 FAX (907) 270-0G9G

February 6, 1996

James Rowe 
Executive Director 
Alaska Telephone Association 
4341 B Street. Suite 304 
Anchorage. Alaska .99503

Dear Mr. Rowe:

Thank you for sending me the draft of the proposed underground utilities legislation

I am fam iliar with the Washington legislation and know it has been well received by the 
underground utility community in that state

From a “one-call" standpoint, the only suggestion I have is to change the reference to 
a “one-number locator service’ (on pages 3. 5, and 6) to a “one-number locate notification 
service." The Alaska one-call center (as with all other centers of this type) receive locate 
information and transmit this information to other entities who actually perform the locate.
By calling this a “hca to r service ' there may be some misunderstanding as to who is actually 
doing the locate.

The Anchorage Area Utility Association has discussed pursuing this type of legislation for 
years Your organization is ‘o be congratulated for taking the steps to move forward

Please call me if I ca r be of further assistance

Sincerely.

:  '-■ b  ' * « 2 -

Sandy McW illiams 
President

K



Wumcioalilv of Anchoraqe 
Rick Mystrom. Mayor

10 March  1997

James Rowe, Executive Director 
Alaska Te lephone Association 
4341 “8" S lreet, Su ite  304 
Ancho rage , AK  99503

D ea r  Mr. Rowe ,

ML& P is suppor t ive  of the  A la sk a  T e le p h o n e  Assoc iat ion's efforts to enac t  State 
leg is la t ion  perta in  to und e rg ro und  lo ca tes . W h e n  the Ancho rage  util it ies in it iatea the 
formation of a One-Ca l l w ith in  th e  M un ic ip a l i t y  in 1986 w e  opted for a  m un ic ip a l 
o rd in a n ce  b e c a u s e  w e  cou ldn't f ind  a leg is la to r w i l l ing  to carry the b a n n e r  to the 

- len^'a ture . A TA ’s attempt for state le g is la t ion  is timely s ince  there is a  current 
. . loverr ien i for federa l leg is la t ion  that w ou ld  d ic ta te  to states without such leg is la t ion .

T h e  Locate  C e n te r  of A laska  h a s  w o rked  out we l l for its 26 members  w h ic h  are 
pr imar i ly lo ca ted  in the A n c h o r a g e  a rea , K e n a i  Pen insu la , and Mananuska-Susmta 
B o rough  and  som e  rural ut i l it ies. It h a s  virtually -eliminated dig-ins c a u s ed  by 
excavato rs  that didn't ca l l for lo ca te s  (h istor ica l ly the largest group of offenders).

A ttached is ML&P's d e ta i le d  a n a ly s is  of ATA's p roposed bill. The  la ng uag e  of the 
p roposed  bil l is in the left h a n d  c o lu m n  a nd  ou r suggested  changes  and comm en ts  in 
the right h a nd  co lum n . T h e  por t ions  of th e  text that is in bo ld  in the right h a nd  c o lum n  
em p h a s iz e  the c h a n g e s  in  in tent from the  p roposed  bill. A lso attached is a copy of 
A ncho rage 's  current o rd inance .

It w ou ld  be  to ATA ’s a d v a n ta g e  to ob ta in  input from the Anchorage  Area  Utility 
A ssoc ia t io n , they worked c lo s e ly  w i th  the  Util ity Contractors Assoc iat ion in  g a in in g  their 
support for the A ncho rage  o rd in a n ce .

S in ce re ly

Stahr 
General Manager

M u n i c i p a l  L i g h t  &  P o w e r
1200 E3S1 First Avonua 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501-1605
Telephono: (907) 279-7671. Teleccciers: (907) 263-5804. 277-9272



s E S E s A l a s k a ^ T e l e p h o x i e r A s s a c i a t i o a
4341 B Street, Suite 304 

Anchorage, AK 99503 
Duane C. Durand (907)563-4000
President FAX (907)562-3776

James Rowe
Executive Director

February 3, 1997

Bob Yivisaker 
President
Anchorage Area Utility Association 
P.O. Box 2929 
Palmer, AK 99645
Dear Mr. Yivisaker:
The Alaska Telephone Association is interested in establishing minimum statewide standards 
to reduce damages to underground facilities as well as above ground facilities; thereby 
promoting safety and protecting the public interest. To that end we have produced the 
enclosed draft legislation -  modeled after legislation in Washington -  and we would 
appreciate your review and comments.
Sincerely,

James Rowe



.^AlaskailTeiephone Association

.1AMES ROWE
ecutive Director

201 E. 56th, Suito 114 
Anchorage, A K  99518

907-563-4000 
Fax 907-562-3776 

e-mail: jrowe@piialask3.net

E1G p h O H As S O C131 i O n
201 E. 5 6 th , S u ite  1 1 4  
! \n c h o r a g e , AK 9 9 5 1 8

(9 0 7 ) 5 6 3 -4 0 0 0  James Rowe
F A X  (907) 562-3776 Executive Director

N o v e m b e r  2 4 , 1 9 9 7

K im b er ly  C r isa fu lli  

E N S T A R

3 0 0 0  S p en ard  R oad  

A n c h o r a g e , A K  9 9 5 0 3

D e a r  M s . C risa fu lli:

T h a n k  y o u  for y o u r  h e lp  w ith  the n u m b er o f  lo c a te s  e a r lie r  to d a y . I lo o k  forw ard  to  

re c e iv in g  y o u r  y ea r  en d  c o m p ila t io n  w h en  it  i s  a v a ila b le .

E n c lo se d  is  a  draft o f  the p r o p o se d  lo c a te  le g is la t io n  w e  e x p e c t  to  h a v e  in trod u ced  in  

January. It has b een  shared  w ith  u tilit ie s  an d  co n tra c to rs  an d  I en co u ra g e  w id esp rea d  

d istr ib u tio n . O v e r  th e  p ast y e a r  I h a v e  m a d e  a  n u m b er  o f  ch a n g e s  in  re sp o n se  to  

su g g e s t io n s . I w e lc o m e  y o u r  in p u t.

S in c e r e ly ,

Jam es R o w e

mailto:jrowe@piialask3.net


Aiaska-Xdephone Association
David Fauske
Pra9idflnt

201 E. 56th, Suite 114 
Anchorage, AK 99518

(907) 563-4000 Jame3 Rowe
FAX (907) 562-3776 Executive Dlroctor

James Rowe
Executive Dlroctor

D e c e m b e r  2 3 ,  1 9 9 7

P at W o lfe

A la sk a  B u ild in g  C on tractors  

7 2 0  W . 5 8 th  A v e n u e  

A n c h o r a g e , A K  9 9 5 1 8

D ea r  P at,

T h e  e n c lo se d  sta te  lo c a te  stan d ard s draft has b een  su b m itted  to  the ch airs o f  the S e n a te  and  

H o u se  L a b o r  and C o m m e r c e  C o m m itte e s  fo r  c o n s id e r a tio n  fo r  in trod u ction  d u rin g  th e  n ex t  

se s s io n . I t ’s b een  c ircu la ted  fo r  c o m m e n t and  m o d ific a tio n  a m o n g  a  num ber o f  u tilit ie s  and  

th e  A sso c ia te d  G en era l C on tractors o f  A la sk a . I th in k  it  fa ir ly  sp e lls  ou t the r e sp o n s ib ilit ie s  

o f  a ll  p arties in v o lv e d  in  lo c a tin g  and e x c a v a tio n  o f  u n d ergrou n d  u tilities.

B a sed  o n  a  W a sh in g to n  sta tu te , th is draft w a s  in itia ted  b y  th e  A la sk a  T e le p h o n e  A s s o c ia t io n ’s 

E n g in e e r in g  and P la n n in g  C o m m itte e  w h ic h , r e c o g n iz in g  that th ere are stricter m u n ic ip a l 

stm d a r d s , b e lie v e d  that a  m in im u m  sta te w id e  standard  fo r  lo c a te s  w o u ld  b e  b e n e fic ia l fo r  

u tilit ie s , co n tra cto rs and  th e  p u b lic . A s  I ’m  su re  y o u ’re a w a re , the te lep h o n e  in d u stry  is  

e x p e r ie n c in g  n e w  e n tit ie s  p la c in g  fa c ilit ie s  in  the g ro u n d . T im e ly  and accu rate  lo c a te s  w il l  

o n ly  b e c o m e  m o re  im p o rta n t a s  the b u ild in g  c o n tin u e s .

I ’d b e  p lea sed  to hear an y  c o m m e n ts  or su g g e s t io n s  y o u  h a v e  regard ing  th is draft and I 

e x p e c t  th e  re sp e c tiv e  ch a irs  o f  th e  c o m m itte e s , S e n . L oren  L em an  and R ep . N orm an  

R o k eb erg , w o u ld  a lso  w e lc o m e  y o u r  th o u g h ts . I f  y o u ’d lik e  to g e t togeth er  to d isc u ss  th is , 

p le a se  c a ll m e  at 5 6 3 -4 0 0 0 .

H ap p y  h o lid a y s .

S in c e r e ly

Jam es R o w e
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D e c e m b e r  2 3 , 1 9 9 7

H en ry  S p r in g er  

E x e c u tiv e  D ir e c to r

A sso c ia te d  G en era l C o n tractors o f  A lask a  

4 0 4 1  B  S tree t  

A n c h o r a g e , A K  9 9 5 0 3

D ea r  M r. S p rin g er:

L ast A u g u st I sen t y o u  a  c o p y  o f  the e n c lo se d  sta te  lo c a te  standards draft and so lic ite d  y o u r  

co m m e n ts . A fte r  y o u  d istr ib u ted  it, K en  S m ith  o f  W ir e  C o m m u n ica tio n s  and E le c tr ic a l, In c . 

ca lled  m e  w ith  c o n c e r n  regard in g  the treb le  d a m a g e s  paragraph (p a g e  7 ) ,  but h e  d id n ’t o f fe r  

an y  su g g e s t io n s . I ’d  th in k  the " w illfu l and  m a lic io u s"  in ten t that tr ig g ers the treb le  d a m a g es  

w o u ld  b e  d e e m e d  a  b e n e fit  b y  m o st co n tra cto rs.

S in c e  (o th er  than  M r. S m ith ’s co m m en t) I ’v e  r e c e iv e d  n o  a d v erse  rea c tio n , I su b m itted  it  

w ith o u t c h a n g e  to  th e  ch a irs  o f  the S en a te  and  H o u s e  L a b o r  and C o m m erce  C o m m ittee s  fo r  

co n sid era tio n  fo r  in tro d u ctio n  d u rin g  the n e x t  s e s s io n . I  th in k  it  fa ir ly  sp e lls  o u t th e  

re sp o n s ib ilit ie s  o f  a ll p a rties  in v o lv e d  in lo c a tin g  an d  e x c a v a tio n  o f  u n derground  u tilit ie s .

B ased  o n  a  W a sh in g to n  sta tu te , th is draft w a s  in itia ted  b y  th e  A la sk a  T e le p h o n e  A s s o c ia t io n ’s 

E n g in eer in g  and  P la n n in g  C o m m ittee  w h ic h , r e c o g n iz in g  that th ere  are stricter m u n ic ip a l  

standards, b e lie v e d  that a  m in im u m  s ta tew id e  standard  fo r  lo ca te s  w o u ld  b e  b en e fic ia l for  

u tilitie s , co n tra cto rs and  the p u b lic . A s  I ’m  su re  y o u ’re a w a re , the te lep h o n e  in d u stry  is  

e x p e r ie n c in g  n e w  e n tit ie s  p la c in g  fa c ilit ie s  in  the g ro u n d . T im e ly  and accu rate lo c a te s  w ill  

o n ly  b e c o m e  m o re  im p ortan t a s  the b u ild in g  c o n tin u e s .

I ’d s till w e lc o m e  a n y  s u g g e s t io n s  y o u  h a v e  reg a rd in g  th is draft and I e x p e c t  the r e sp e c tiv e  

ch airs o f  th e  c o m m itte e s , S e n . L oren  L em an  and  R e p . N o rm a n  R o k eb erg , w o u ld  a lso  

w e lc o m e  y o u r  th o u g h ts . I f  y o u ’d lik e  to g e t  to g e th e r  to  d isc u ss  th is , p lea se  ca ll m e  at 5 6 3 -  

4 0 0 0 .

H ap p y  h o lid a y s .

Sincerely,

James Rowe
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D ecem ber 23, 1997

D oug Askerman
A nchorage H om e B uilders Association, Inc.
8301 Schoon Street, Suite 200 
A nchorage, AK 99518

D ear M r. Askerm an:

T he enclosed state locate standards draft has been subm itted to the chairs o f  the Senate and 
H ouse L abor and C om m erce Comm ittees for consideration for introduction during the next 
session. I t’s been circulated fo r com m ent and m odification among a num ber o f  utilities and 
the Associated G eneral C ontractors o f  A laska. I  th ink  it fairly spells out the responsibilities 
o f  all parties involved in locating and excavation o f  underground utilities.

Based on a  W ashington statute, this draft w as initiated by the Alaska Telephone A ssociation’s 
Engineering and P lanning Com m ittee which, recognizing that there are stricter municipal 
standards, believed that a  m inim um  statewide standard for locates would be beneficial for 
utilities, contractors and the public. As I ’m sure y o u ’re aw are, the telephone industry is 
experiencing new entities placing facilities in the ground. Tim ely and accurate locates will 
only becom e m ore im portant as the building continues.

I ’d be pleased to hear any com m ents o r suggestions you have regarding this draft and I 
expect the respective chairs o f  the com m ittees, Sen. Loren Leman and Rep. Norman 
Rokeberg, would also w elcom e your thoughts. I f  y o u ’d like to get together to discuss this, 
please call me at 563-4000.

H appy holidays.

Sincerely, 

James Rowe
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State Underground Locale Standards
Purpose of the Proposed Locate Legislation

The purpose of this proposed legislation is to provide an understanding of the 
standards and responsibilities of the locate and excavation of underground 
utilities throughout the state for utilities and contractors. Adherence to these 
standards will reduce damage to utilities, decrease outages to customers, 
promote safety for industry employees and the public, and serve the public 
interest.

With an ever increasing profusion of utilities being placed underground, the 
need for cooperation and coordination among contractors and utilities is 
escalating. This draft assigns accountability in a fair manner to facilitate 
efficient and safe construction and maintenance of utilities, minimize monetary 
loss and avoid hazardous conditions.



LOCATE CALL 
CENTER OF 

ALASKA

OPERATING
GUIDELINES

The Locate Ca J1 Center of Alaska and 
the utilities participating in this Call 
Center haveestablished the following 
guidelines for operation:

1. A11 marki ng sh all be in accord ance 
with the American Public Works 
Association Uniform ColorCodes
oh f\
Red electric power lines, con­

duit, cables and lighting 
cables.

Yellow gas, oil, steam, petroleum 
and gaseous materials.

. Orange communication, alarm or 
signal lines, cables or 
conduit, (some local TV 
companies use pink)

Blue water, slurry and irrigation 
lines.

Green sewers and drain lines.

2. Scmeutilitieschoosetomarktheir 
lines using the following 
abbreviations:

S sanitary sewer E  electric pov/er 
ST storm  sewer TV  television 
W  water T  telephone
G gas PO L  petro leum  o il

line

3. A circle will be drawn around 
pedestals and poles to allow for 
any loops that might be buried. 
Hand digging is requiied within 
this circle.

4. Hand digging is required within 
2 feet of either side of outside 
dimensions of tine underground 
facility.

5. Clear, visible marks with white 
paint or staking may be used by 
the party requesting a locate to 
denote the area of excavation.

6. After a locate hasbeen performed 
in an area, it is the responsibility 
of the party requesting the locate 
to reference ormamtain thelocate 
marks during the construction 
period. The utilities may charge 
forlines thatneed tobe remarked.

7. Directions given for locating will 
be stated os north, south, east, or 
west, if possible.

8. Site m eets are required  by 
Anchorage Water & Wastewater 
and are available with other 
utilities, but must be requested at 
the time of the locate request. Site 
meets will be scheduled by each 
utility.

9. The standard locate time for each 
utility varies from 15-45 minutes 
of locating per site visit. Addition 
locating time per site visit may be 
requested,butmustmescheduled 
in advance by each utility.

10. A utility shall provide a surface 
mark at the location requested, 
showing the location of it's  
underground facilities within the 
excavation site on or before the 
time of excavation. Anchorage 
MunidpalOrdinanoerequires the 
notification of excavation be at 
least two business days before 
excavation.

If a utility fails to provide a 
requested surface mark by the 
excavation date, the excavator 
may proceed. If the excavator 
reveals that a surface mark has 
been incorrectly provided, or if an



u n d e r g r o u n d  fa c ility  is  f o u n d  in  
a n  u n m a rk ed  e x c a v a tio n  s ite , th e  
e x c a v a to r  m a y  p r o c e e d  b u t  o n ly  
in  a m a n n er  w h ic h  a v o id s d a m a g e  
to  s u c h  u n d e r g r o u n d  fa c ility  a n d  .• 
m u s t  im m e d ia t e ly  n o t i f y  t h e  
a ffec ted  u tility . (A M O  26 .90)

11. A n y t im e  a u t ility  is  cu t, p u l le d , o r  j 
e v e n  s c r a p e d  s l i g h t l y ,  t h e  .y 
e x c a v a to r  is  to c a ll th e  L o ca te  C a ll ij 
C en ter  a n d  rep ort th e  in c id e n t  { 
T h e  L o ca te  C all C en ter  w i l l  th en  ; 
g i v e  t h e  e x c a v a t o r  f u r t h e r  5 
in fo r m a t io n  o n  r e p o r t in g  th is  j 
d a m a g e .  A  f a c i l i t y  m a y  b e  I 
d a m a g e d  w h e n  co n ta c t is  m a d e  
e v e n  th o u g h  ex tern a l d a m a g e  i s  (
n o t  v is ib le . ;

12 . E v en  th o u g h  a r e q u e st i s  m a d e  fo r
a  s p e c if ic  u t il ity  lo ca te , t h e  C a ll •
C e n te r  w i l l  s t ill n o tify  a l l  u t il it ie s  1
in th e a r e a .T h e c a l le r w il lb e a s k e d  f1
to  e x p la in  w h y  th e y  r e q u e s te d  ]
o n ly  a  s p e c if ic  u t ility . t

1 3 . If a  p a r ty  r e q u e sts  an  e m e r g e n c y  )
loca te , s ta te s  it m e e ts  th e  d e fin it io n  j
o f  th rea t to  life  a n d  p r o p e r ty , a n d  f
m u s t  b e  lo c a te d  in  le s s  th a n  th e  j
m in im u m  o f  tw o  b u s in e s s  d a y s  {
r e q u ir e d  p e r io d , a n d  th e  lo c a to r  
d e te r m in e s  th is w a s  n o t  s o ,  th ere  
m a y  b e  a  c h a r g e  for th is  lo ca te .

14. If a sh o r t  n o t ic e  o r  u r g e n t lo c a te  }
r e q u e s t  is  m a d e  (r e q u e s t in g  a  j
lo c a te  in  le s s  than  th e  m in im u m  
t w o  b u s in e s s  d a y s  n o t if ic a t io n  
p e r i o d ) ,  th e  u t i l i t i e s  w i l l  b e  
n o tif ie d , b u t  im m e d ia te  r e s p o n s e  
in n o tg u a r a n te e d .I f th e r e q u e s to r  •
is  w i l l i n g  to  p a y  t h e  u t i l i t y  
sta n d a r d  rates, a n d  i f  th e  u t i l i t y
ca n  p r o v id e  th e  lo ca te , th e  lo c a te  
m a y  b e  p e r fo r m e d  p r io r  to  th e  
sta n d a rd  tim e  re q u ir e m e n ts .

I

15 . L o w e r  p r io r ity  w il l  b e  g iv e n  to  
a n y  r eq u est fo r  d e s ig n  p u r p o s e s .  ;
W h e n e v e r  p o ss ib le , it  i s  s u g g e s te d  ;
th a t th e s e r e q u e s ts b e m a d e d u r in g
th e  "off"  (w in ter ) s e a so n . 1

»

• |
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T H IN K  SA FE T Y , j
C A L L  FIRST HI! !

1

L O C A T E  C A L L  C E N T E R
O F  A L A S K A  i
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LOCATE CALL 
CENTER OF 

ALASKA, INC.

O P E R A T IN G
G U ID E L IN E S

BEFORE Y O U  D IG ...

C a ll to  R e q u e s t  a n  
U n d e r g r o u n d  U t il i ty  L ocate!

A n c h o r a g e  B o w l A rea

278-3121
S ta te w id e  T o ll F ree

800-478-3121


